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k E L A T I N G T O 

.That Cliange which happened in the 
Queen's Ministry, in the Year 
1710. 

Written in October, M,t)cc,xiv. 

HAVING cbntiftnfcd, for hear th'e fpace of four 
years, in a good degree of confidence with the 
miniftry then in being, although not with (o 
much power as was believed, or at leaft given out, by 
my friends as well as by my enemies, efpecially the lat- 

, ter, in both lioufes of parliament : And this having 
-happened during a very bufy period of negotiations 

' .abroad, and management or intrigue at home, I thought 
It mieht probably, fome years hence, when the pre- 
lent^Jcene fhall have given place to many new ones 
that will arife, be an entertainment to thofe who will 
have any perfonal regard for me or my memoiy, to fet 
down fome particukiities which fell under my knovy- 
ledge and dbfervation, while I was fuppofed, whether 
truly or no, to have part in the fecret of affairs. 

One circumftance I am a little forry for, that I was 
too negligent (againft what I had always refolved, and 
•blamed, others for not doing) in taking hints or jour- 
nals of every thing material as it paffed, whereof I o* 
mitred many that I cannot now recoiled, although I 
was convinced, by a thoufand inftanccs, of the weak- 
iiefs of my memory. But, to fay the truth, the nearer 
knowledge any man has in the affairs at court, the lefs 
he thinks them of confequehce, or worth regarding. 
And thofe kind of paffages, which I have with curi- 
ofitv found or fearched for in Memoirs, I wholly ne- 
gieaed when they were freely communicated to m* 
Vol. X, A froi 
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from the firft hand, or were fuch wherein I a6led my* 
felf. This I take to be one among other reafbns why 
great minifters feldom give themfelves the trouble of 
recording the important parts of that adniiniftration, 
where they themfelves are at the head. They have' 
extinguilhed all that vanity which ufually pofleffes men 
during their firft acquaintance at courts ; and, like the 
mafters of a puppet-fhow, they defpife thofe motions 
which fill coipmon fpe^ators with wonder and. de- 
light. 

However, upon frequently recolltfling the courfe of 
affairs during the time I was either trufted or employ- 
ed ; I am deceived, if in hiflory there can be found a- 
ny period more full of parages, which the curious of 
another age would be glad to know the fecret fprings 
of; or,, from whence more ufeful inftru6iions may be 
gathered for direding the condudl of thofe, who fhall 
hereafter have the good or ill fortune to be engaged ia 
bufmefs of the flate. 

It may probably enough happen, that thofe who 
fhall at any time hereafter perufe thefe papers, may J 
.think it not fuitable to the nature of them, that, upon 7 
occafion, 1 fometimes make mention of myfelf ; who,/ 
during thefe tranfadions, and ever fince, was a perfon 
without titles or public employment. But, fince the 
*:hief leaders of the fadion then out of power, were 
pleafeJ in both houfes of parliament to take every op- 
portunity of (hewing their malice, by mentioning me 
(and often by name) as one who was in the fecret of 
all affairs, and without whofe advice or privity, no- • 
thing was done, or employment difpofed of, it will not 
perhaps, be improper to take notice of fome paffageF, 
wherein the public and myfelf were jointly concerned ; 
not to mention that the chief caufe of giving myfelf 
this trouble, is to fatisfy my particular friends ; and, 
at worft, if, after the fate of manufcripts, thefe papers 
fhall, by accident or indifcretion, fall into the public 
view, they will be no more liable to cenfure than other 
memoirs, publifhcd for many years paft, in Englijh^ 
French^ and Italian^ The period of time I defign to 
treat on, yvill coounence with September 1710, from 
which time/ till within two months of the Queen's 

death. 
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death, I was never abfent from court, except about fix 
weeks ia Ireland. 

But, bccaufe' the -great change of employments in 
her Majelly's family, as well as in the kingdom, was 
began fome months before, and had been thought on 
from the lime of Dr Sachemeref^ trial, while I was ab- 
fent, and lived retired in Ireland \ I (hall endeavour to 
recolledi, as well as I am able, fome particulars 1 learn- 
ed from the Earl of Oxford^ the Lord Vifcount Boling- 
bfckc^ the Lady Ma/kamt and Dodlor Jtterhury, who ' 
were beft able to inform me. 

I have often with great ^arncftnefsprefTcd the Earl 
of Oxford, then Lord Treafur<jr, and my Lady Majlmm^ 
who were the fole perfons which brought about that 
great change, to gi^e me a particular account of every 
circumftancc and paflage during that whole tranfaftion : 
Nor -did th4s requeil proceed from curiofity, or the 
ambition of knowing and publifliing important fecrets ; 
bat, foom a fincere honeft defign of juftifying the Queen, 
i»>«hemeafiires (he then took^ and after purified, againil 
«i load of fcandal which would certainly he thrown .on 
her memory, with fome appearance of truth. It was 
cafy to forefee, even at that diftance, that the Queen 
could not live many years ; and it was fufiiciently 
known, what party was moft in the good graces of the 
fucceiibrs ; and, confequently, what turns would |)e 
given by hiftorians to her Majefty's proceedings, under 
a reign, where dired contrary meafures would pro- 
bably be taken. For inftance, what would be more 
eafy to a malicious pen, than to charge the Queen with 
inconftancy, weaknefs, and ingratitude, in removing and 
difgracing the Duke of Marlborough^ who had fo many 
years commanded her armies with vidlory and fuccefs ; 
in difplacing (6 many great officers of her court and 
kingdom, by whofe counfels ihe had in all appearance 
fo profperoufly governed ; in extending the marks of 
her Icverity and difpleafure towards the wife and daugh- 
ters, as well as relations and allies, of that perfon Ihe 
4iad fo long employed and fo highly trufted ; and all 
■this by the private intrigues of a woman of her bed- 
xhamber, in concert with an artful man, who might be 
foppofed to. have a6led that bold part, only from a roo- 
' ' A z tivc- 



4 Memoirs relating to the Change 

tive of revenge upon the lofs of his employments^ orof 
ambition to come again into power ? 

Thefe were kynte. of the arguments I often made ufe 
of with great freedom, both to the Earl of Oxford and 
my Lady Majham^ to incite them to fumifh me with 
materials for a fair account of that great tranfadion, to 
which they always feemed as well difpofed as myfclf. 
My Lady Majhatn did likewife affure me, that fhe had 
frequently informed the Queen of my requeft, which 
her Majefty thought very reafonable, and did appear 
upon all occaiions as deiirous of preferving reputation 
with poflerity, as might juftly become a great Prince 
to be. 

But, that incurable difeafc, either of negligence or 
procraftination, which influenced every adion both of 
the Queen and the Earl of Oxford^ did in fome fort in* 
feft every one who had credit or bufinefs in court : For^ 
after folliciting near four years, to obtain a point of fo 
great importance to the Queen and her fervants,., from 
whence 1 could propofe nothing but trouble* malice, 
and envy to myfelf, it was perpetually put off. 

The fcheme I offered was, to write her Majefty^ 
reign ; and, that this work might not look officious ox 
affcdlcd, I was ready to accept the hifloriographer's 
place, although of inconfiderable value, and which I 
might be fure to be deprived upon the Queen's death. 

This negligence in the Queen, the Earl of Oxford^ 
and my Lady Majhamt is the caufe that 1 can give but- 
an imperfedl account of the £rft fprings of that great 
change at court, after the trial of Dodor Sach^uereU, 
my memory not ferving me to retain all the fadb re* 
iated to me; but what I remember I ihall here fet 
down. 

There v/as not, perhaps, in all England^, a perfoa 
who underHood more artificially to difguife her paifions 
than the late Queen. Upon her firll coming to the 
throne, the Duchefs of Marlborough had loft all favour 
with her, as her Majefty hatli often acknowledged to 
thofe who have told it me. That Lady had long pre- 
fer ved an afcendant over her Miftreis, while flie was 
Princefs, which her Majefty, when fhe came to the 
wn. Had neither patience to bear, nor fpirit to fubr 

due«. 
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d'ue. This Princefs was (o exaft an obferver of formy, 
that (he feemcd to have made it her ftiidy ,and would often 
defcend fo low, as to obferve, in her domefticks of ei- 
ther fex, who came in her prefence, 'Whether a ruffle, a 
periwig, or the lining of a coat, were unfuitable at cer- 
tain times. The Duchefs, on the other fide, who had 
been ufed to great familiarities, could not take it into 
ber head, that any change of ftation fhould put her 
•upon changing her behaviour, the continuance of which 
was the more oifeniive to her Majefty, whofe other fcr- 
vants, of the greateft quality, di4 chen treat her with 
the utmoft refpedl. 

The Earl of Gcdolphin held in favour about three 
years longer, and then declined, -although he kept his 
office till the general change. I have heard feveral 
reafons given former Majefty's early difgull againft that 
Lord. The Duchefs, who had long been his friend, 
often prevailed on him to follicit the Queen upon things 
very unacceptable to her, which her Majefty liked the 
worfe, as knowing from whence they originally came ; 
and his Lordfhip, although he endeavoured to be as 
refpedlful as his nature would permit him, was, upon 
ail occafions, much too arbitrary and obtruding. 
. To the Duke of Marlbtjrxugb (he was wholly indif- 
ferent (a5 her nature in general prompted her to be), un- 
til, his reftlefs, impatient behaviour had turned her a- 
gainft him:. 

The Queen had not a flock of amity to fervc above 
erne object at a time ; and further than a bare good or 
iU opinion, which ihe foon contracted and changed, 
and very oken upon light grounds, Ihe could hardly 
be faid either to love or to hate any body. She grew 
fo jealous upon the change of her fervants, that often, 
out of fear of being impofed upoii, by an over caution, 
Ihe would impofe upon hcrfelf ; fhe took a delight in 
jefufing thofe who were thought to have greateft pow- 
^r with her, even in the mod reafonable things, and 
fuch as were neceflary for her fervice; nor would let 
them be done till ftie fell into the humour of it her- 
fclf. 

Upon the grounls I have already related, her Maje- 
fty had gradually conceived a molt rooted averfion from 
A3 • ti 
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the Duke and Dachefs of Marlhtrou^h^ and ^hc Earl oi 
Godolphin\ which fpread, in time, through all their al- 
lies and relations, particularly to the Earl of Hertford^ 
whofe ungovernable temper had made him fail in hi-s 
perfonal refpedh to her Majefly. 

This I take to have been the principal ground of the 
Queen's refolutions to make a change of fome officers, 
both in her family and kingdom ; and that thefe refo- 
lutions did not proceed from any real apprehenfion fhe 
had of danger to the chUrch or monarchy. For, aK 
though fhe had been ftriftly educated in the former, 
and very much approved its dodlrineand difcipline, yet 
ihe was not fo ready to forefec any attempts againil it 
by the party then prefiding. But, the fears that moft 
influenced her, were fuch as concerned her own power 
and prerogative, which thofc neareft about her were 
making daily encroachments npon, by their undutiful 
behaviour and uoreafonable demands. 

The deportment of the Duchefs of Marlborough^ 
while the Prince lay expiring, was of fuch a nature^ 
that the Queen, then in the heights of grief, was not a- 
ble to bear it ; but, with marlcs of difpleafure in her 
countenance, (he ordered the Duchefs to withdraw, 
and fend Mrs Majham to her. 

£ forgot to relate an affair that happened, as I remem- 
ber, about'a twelvemonth before Prince George\ death. 
This Prince had long conceived an incurable averfioii 
fromr that party, and was refolved to ufe his utmofi 
credit with the Queen his wife, to get rid of them. 
There fell out an incident which feemed to favour this 
attempt ; for the Queen, refolving to beftow a regiment 
apoi> Mr Hillj brother to Mrs Majbam, fignified her 
pleafure to the Duke of Marlborough ; who, in a man- 
ner not very dutiful, refufed his confent^ and retired in 
anger to the country. After fome beats, the regiment 
was given to a third perfbn : But, the Queen refented 
this matter fo highly, which (he thought had been pro- 
moted by the Earl o^Godolphin^ that fhe refolved im- 
mediately to remove the latter. I was told, and* it was 
then generally reported, that Mr St John carried a let- 
ter from her Majedy to the Duke of Marlborough ^ fig- 
nifving her lefblations to take the ftaff from the Earf 
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of Godolphin^ and that (he expefted his Grace's compli- 
ance j to which the Duke returned a very humble an- 
fwer. I cannot engage for this pafTage, it having never 
come into my head to a& Mr St John about it : But,, 
the account Mr Harhy and he gave me, was. That the 
Duke oi Marlborough and theEarlof Go</(?//A';/ bad con- 
certed with them upon a moderating fcheme, wherein 
fome of both parties fhould be employed, but with a 
more favourable afpcft towards the church : That a 
meeting was appointed for compleatmg this work: Thar^ 
in the mean time, the Duke and Duchefs of Marlbo^ 
roughs and the Earl of Godolphin, were fecretly ufing 
their utmoft efforts with the Queen to turn Mr Harley^ 
(who was then Secretary of State) and all his friends, 
out of their employments : 7'hat the Queen, on the o- 
thcr fide, who had a great opinion of Mr Harley*% inte- 
grity and abilities, would not confent, and was deter- 
mined to remove the Earl of Godolphin. This was not 
above a month before the feafon of the year when the 
Duke of Marlborough was to embark for f Zanders ; and, 
the very night in which Mr Harky and his friends had 
appointed to meet his Grace and the Earl of Godolphin^ 
George Churchill the Duke's brother, who was in good 
credit with the Prince, told his Highnefs, that the Duke 
was firmly determined to lay down his command, if 
the Earl oi Godolphin went out, or if Mr Harley and his 
friends fuffered to continue in. The Prince, thus inti- 
midated hy Churehill, reported the matter to the Queen ; 
and, the time and fervice preffing, her Majefty was un- 
willingly forced to yield. The two great Lords failed 
the appointment ; and, the next morning, the Duke at 
his levee faid aloud in a carelefs manner to thofe that 
flood round him. That Mr Harley was turned out. 

Upon the Prince's death, No'vember 1 708, the two 
great Lords fo often mentioned, who had been for fome 
years united with the Low-church party, and had long 
engaged to take them into power, were now in a capa-« 
city to make good their promifes, which his Highnefs 
had ever moft ftrenuoully oppofed. The Lord Sommers 
was made Prefident of the Council, the Earl of Whar- 
ton^ Lieutenant of Ireland^ and fome others of the Camft 
flamp were put into confidcrable ^q&s* 
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It fhould Teem to me, that the Duke and Earl were- 
not very willingly drawn to impart fo much power to 
thofe of that p^art;y, wha expeded thefe removals for 
feme years before, and were always put oiF upon pre- 
tence of the Prince's unwillingnefs to have them em- 
^ployed. And I remember, fome months before his 
ijfjighnefs's death, my Lord Sommers^ who isa perfon of 
referve enough, complained to me with great freedom 
of the ingratitude of the Duke and Earl, who, after the 
lervice he and his friends had done them in making the 
Union, would hardly treat them with common civili- 
ty. Neither (hall I ever forget, that he readily owned, 
to me, that the Union was of no other fervice to the 
nation, than by giving a remedy to that evil, which my 
Lord Godolphin had brought upon us, by perfuading the 
Queen to pafs the Scauh a^ of/ecunfy. But to retura. 
from this digreffion* 

Upon the admiffion of thefe men into employments,, 
the Court foon ran into ex:tremity of Low-church mea- 
fures ; and although, in the Houfe of Commons', Mr 
Harley, Sir Simon Harcourt, Mr St John, and fome others,, 
made great and t)o]d dands in defence of the conflitu* 
tion, yet they were always borne down by a majority. 

It was, 1 think, during this period of time that the 
. Duke of Marlboroughy whether by a motive of ambi- 
tion, or a love of money, or by the rafh counfels of his 
wife the Duchefs, made that bold attempt of defiring 
the Queen to give him a commiffion to be General for 
life. Her Majefty's anfwer was, Thatihe would take- 
time to confider it ; and, in the mean-while, the Duke 
advifed with the Lord Coovper, then Chancellor, about 
the form in which the commiffion fhould be drawn. 
The Chancellor, very much to his honour, endeavoured 
to difTuade the Duke from engaging in fo dangerous 
an affair ; and protefted he would never put the great- 
feal to fuch a commiffion. 

But the Queen was highly alarnled at this extraor-, 
dinary proceeding in the Duke, and talked to a perfon 
whom (he had then taken into confidence, as if fhe 
apprehended an attempt upon the crown. The Duke 
of Jrgy/et and one or two more Lords, were (as Lhave 
been told) in a very private maiviiw brought to the 
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Qceen. This Duke was under great obligations to 
the Duke of Martborougb^ who had placed him in a 
high llatien in the army, preferred {];iany of his friends, 
and procured him the garter. Bjft, liis unquiet and 
ambitious fpirit, never cafy while there was any one 
above him, made him, upon fome trifling refcntments, 
conceive an inveterate hatred againfl his General. 
When he was confulted what courfe ihould be takea 
upon the Duke of Marlborough* z requeH to be General 
for life i and whether any danger might be apprehend-^ 
ed from the refufal ; I was told, he fuddenly anfwer- 
ed. That her Majefly need not be in pain ; for, h« 
would undertake, whenever ihe commanded, to feize 
the Duke at the head of his troops, and bring him a- 
way cither dead or alive* 

About this time happened the famous trial of Dr 
Sacbe<v€relr which arofe from a foolifh paflionate pique 
of the Earl of Godolphln^ whom this divine was fuppo- 
fed, in a fermon, to have reflcdled on under the name 
of Vol PONE, as. my Lord Sefnmersy a few months af- 
ter, confefled to me ; and, at the fame time, that he 
had earneHly, and in vain endeavoured, to di/Tuade the 
Earl from that attempt. However, the impeachment 
went on in the form and manner which every body 
knows, and therefore there need not be any thing faid 
of it here. 

J^r Harley^ who came up to town during the time 
of the impeachment, was, hy the intervention of Mrs 
Majham^ privately brought to the Queen» and, in fome 
meetings, ea£ly convinced her Majefty of the difpoii- 
tions of her jpeople, as they appeared in the courfe of 
that trial in ravour of the church, and againfl the mea* 
fures of thofe in her fervice. It was not without a 
good deal of difficulty, that Mr Harley was able to, 
procure this private accefs.to the Queen, the Duchefs 
of Marlborough^ by her emiflaries, watching all the 
avenues to the back-flairs, and upon all occaflons dif- 
covering their jealoufy of him ; whereof he told me a 
paflage, no otherways worth relating, than as it gives 
an idea of an infolent, jealous minifter, who would 
wholly engrofs the power and favour of his Sovereign. 
Mr I-lv'ley, lipoa hja removal from, tli^ ^^c\^x.'w>f^ ^V 
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fice, by the intrigues of the Puke of Marlborough sSid 
tlie Earl of GcJolphin, as I have above related, going 
out of town, was met by the latter of thefe two J icrds 
near Kenfington-gate. The Earl, in a high fit of jealou- 
£y, goes immediately to the Queen, l^proaches her for 
privately feeing Mr /for/ey,and was hardly fb civil as to 
be convinced with her Majcily's frequent proteftations 
to the contrary. 

Thefe fufpicions, I fay, made it hard for her Ma- 
jelly and Mr Harley to have private interviews ; neither 
had he made ufe of the op(H)rtunities he met with t» 
open himfelf fo much to her, as (he feemed to expe£l, 
and dtfired ; although Mrs Majbam^ in right of her 
ftation in the bed-chamber, had taken all proper oc- 
caiions of purfuing what Mr Harley had begun. Jn this 
critical jundlure, the Queen, hemmed in,, and as it 
were imprifoned, by the Duchefs of Marlborough and 
her creatures, was at a lofs how to proceed. One 
evening a letter was brought to Mr Harltf^ all dirty, 
and by the hand of a very ordinary meifenger ; -lie read* 
the fuperfcription, and faw it was the Queen's writing; 
he fent for the mefTenger, who faid, he knew not 
whence the letter came, but that it was delivered him. 
by an under-gardener, 1 forget whether of Hampton^ 
Court or KenJingtoK, The letter mentioned the diffi- 
culties her Majelly was under, blaming him for not 
fpeaking with more freedom, and more particularly ; 
and defiring his afliilance. With this encouragement 
he went more frequently, although dill as private as 
pofTible, to the back- flairs ; and from that time began 
to have entire credit with the Queen. He then told 
her of the dangers to her crown, as well as to the church 
, and monarchy itfelf, from the councils and actions of 
fome of her fervants : That fhe ought gradually to 
lefTcn the exorbitant power of the Duke and Duchefii " 
oi Marlborough, and the Earl of Godolphin, by taking 
the difpofition of employments into her own hands ; 
That it did not become her to be a flave to a party ; 
but to reward thofe who maydcferveby their duty and 
loyalty, whether they were fuch as were called of the 
Hjgh-church or Low-church. In fhort, whatever views 
he had then in his own breaftj or, how far foevcr he 

intended 
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infended to proceed, the turn of his whole difcourfe 
was intended, in appearance, only to put the Queen 
upon what they called a moderating fchemc ; which 
however made fo ftrotglm impreffion upon her, that 
when this minifler, led by the neceffity of affairs, the 
general difpofition of the people, and probably by his 
own inclinations, put her Majcfty upon going greater 
lengths than fhe had firft intended, it put him upon in- 
numerable difficulties, and fome infuperabk ; as we 
ihall fee in the progrefs of this change. 

Her Majefty, purfuant tp Mr Harley^s advice, refol- 
ved to difpofe of the firft great employment that fell, 
according to her own pleafure, without confulting any 
of her minillers. To put this in execution, an oppor- 
tunity foon happened by the death of the Earl of Efexy 
whereby th^ lieutenancy of the Tower became vacant. 
It was agreed between the Queen and Mr Hariey, that 
the Earl Rivers ihould go immediately to the Duke of 
Marlborough^ and defire his Grace^s good offices with 
the Queen, to procure him that poft. The Earl went 
accordingly, was received with abundance of profcf- 
iions of kindnefs by the Duke, who faid the lieutenan- 
cy of the Tower was not worth his Lordfliip's accep- 
tance, and dt&rtd him to think of fomething elfe. 
The Earl ftill infixed, and the Duke ftill continued to 
put him off; at length Lord Ri<vers dc^rcd his Grace's 
confent to let him go himfclf and beg this favpur of the 
Queen, and hoped he might tell her Majeft/, his Grace 
had no obje^ion to him. All this the Duke readily 
agreed to, as a matter of no confequence. The Earl 
went to the X^een, who immediately gave orders for 
his commiilion. He had not long left ,the Queen's 
prefence, when the Duke of Marlborough^ fufpeding 
nothing that would happen, went to the Queen, told 
her the lieutenancy of the Tower falling void by the 
death of the Earl of £Jex,he hoped her Majefty would 
beftow it upon the Duke of Northumberland, and give 
the Oxford regiment, then commanded by that Duke, 
to the Earl ox Hertford, The Queen faid, he was come 
too late ; that fhe had already granted the lieutenancy 
to Earl Ri-versy who had told her that he [the Duke] 
had no objection to him. The Duke, much furprized 

at 
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et this new manner of .treatment, and making com* 
plaints in her Majefty's prcfence, was however forced 
to fubmit. 

The Queen went on by flow degrees. Not to men- 
tion fome changes of lefler moment> the Dake of Kent 
was forced to compound for his chamberlain^s ftafii 
which was given to the Duke of Shreivjhury^ while the 
Earl o{Godolpbin was out of town, 1 think at NetAntear^ 
ket : His Lordih*p, on the firft news, came immediately 
up to court; but the thing was done, and he inade as 
good a countenance to the Duke of Shrewis/hury as he 
was capable of. The circumftances of the Earl of^Stu^ 
Jerland's removal, and the reafons alledged, are known 
enough. His ungovernable temper had overfwayed 
him to fail in his refpcfts to her Majefty's peHbn. 

Mean- time both parties ftood at gaze, not knowing 
to what thefe fteps would lead, or where they woald 
end. The Earl of Wharton, then in Ireland^ being de- 
ceived by various inteUigcncc from hence, endeavour- 
ed to hide his uneafinefs as well as he could. Some of 
his fanguine correfpondents had fent him word, that 
the Queen began to ftop her hand, and the chitrck* 
party to defpond. At the fame time, the Duke of 
Shrenvjbury happened to fend him a letter filled with 
great expreflions of civility : The Earl was fo weak, 
«pon reading it, as to cry out, before two or three 
>ftanclefs-by, '^ Damn him, he is making fair weather 
" -with me ; but, by G — d, I will have his head.*' 

But thefe fhort hopes were foon blafted, by taking 
the Treafurer's ftafF from the Earl oT Godolfhin ; which 
was done in a manner not very gracious, her Majefty 
fending him a letter, by a very ordinary meftenger> 
commanding him to break it. The Treafury was im- 
mediately put into commifiion, with Earl Fonvlet at -the 
head ; but Mr Harley, who was one of the number^ 
and at the fame time made Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer, was already fuppofed to prefide behind the cur- 
tain. 

Upon the fall of that great minifter and favodrite* 
that whole party became difpirited, and feemed to ex- 
ped the worft that could follow. The Earl of Wharton 
immediately defired, and obtained leave, to come for 

England, 
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England t leaving that kingdom, where he had behaved 
himfelf with the utmoft profligatenefs, injuflice, arbitra- 
ry proceedings, and corruption, with the hatred and 
deteftatiofl of all good men, even of his own party. 

And here, becaufe my coming into the knowledge 
of the new miniilry began about this time, 1 muft di- 
grtfs a little, to relate fomc circumftances previous to 
It. 

Although I had been for m^y years before no dan- 
ger to the court, and had made the nature of govern- 
ment a great part of my fludy, yet 1 had dealt very lit- 
tle with politics, either in writing or adling, until about 
a year before the late King IVilliant^ death ; when, re- 
turning with the Earl oi Berkeley from Ireland, and fal- 
ling upon the fubjed of the fivt great Lords, who were 
then impeached for high crimes and miidemeanor&, 
by the Houfe of Commons, I happened to fay, that the 
fame manner of proceeding, at leaft as it appeared to 
me from the news we received of it in Ireland^ had 
ruined the liberties of Athens and Rome, and that it 
might be eafy to prove it from hiftory. Soon after I 
went to London ; and, in a few weeks, drew up a dif- 
courfe, under the title of The Contefts and- Dijfentions t^ 
the NohUi and Commons in Athens and Rome, *with the 
Confeguences they had upon both tho/e States. This dif- 
courfe I fent very privately to the prcfs, with the ihift- 
efl injundions to conceal the author, and returned im- 
^mediately to my rcfidcnce in Ireland, The book was 
greedily bought, and read ; and charged fome time 
upon my Lord Sommers^ and fome time upon the Bi- 
ihop of Sal{/hury ; the latter of whom told me after- 
wards, that he was forced to diibwn it in a very public 
manner, for fear of an impeachment, wherewith he 
was threatened *. 

Returning next year for England^ and hearing of the 
great approbation this piece had received, (which was 
the firft 1 ever printed f ) I muft confefs, the vanity of 

Vol. X. B a young 

* Vid« Swift^s Efliy upon the Life, Writings and Cliarader of 
Dr yoMsiban Swift, chap. vi. p. 121, where there is a droll> plear* 
fant dialog^ue, between Dr «S'w^ and Bifhop Sbtridan, relating to 
this famoos Tra^. 

f Meaang th firft political piece he had ever printed ; other- 
wire it it not true. For, the Tale of a Tqh^ and the Battle of the 
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a young man prevailed with nee, to let myfelf be knawn 
ibr the author: Upon which my Lord Sommers and 
Hailifax^ as well as the Bifhop above mentioned,' de- 
fired my acquaintance, with great marks of cfteem and 
profeffions of kindnefs : Not to mention the Earl of 
SmnderJandy who had been of my old acquaintance. 
They lamented that they were not able to ferve me 
f:ncc the dejth of the King, and were very liberal in 
promiiing n:e the greateft preferments I could hope 
for, if ever it came in tlieir power. I foon grew do- 
mellic with Lord Halli/ax, and was as often with Lord 
Sommers, as the formality of his nature (the only nn- 
converfable fault he had) made it agreeable to me. 

It was then I began to trouble myfelf with the ^ii^ 
ference between the principles of Whig and Tory ; 
having formerly employed myfelf in other, and, I 
think, much better fpeculations. I talked often- upon 
this fubjcft with Lord Sommers ; told him, that, having 
been long converfant with the Gre^^ and ^mrmmt authors, 
and therefore a lover of liberty, 1 found myfelf much 
inclined to be what they called a Whig in politics j 
and that, befidcs, I thought it impoffible, upon anyo- 
thcr principle, to defend or fubmit to the Revolution : 
But, as to religion, I confefTed. myfelf to be an High- 
churchman, and that I did not conceive how any one, 
who wore the habit of a clergyman, could be other- 
wife : That I had obferved very well with what info- 
lence and haughtinefs fome Lords of the High-chnrch 
party treated not only their own chaplains, but all o- 
ther clergymen whatfocver, and thought this was fuf- 
fcicntly recompenfed by their profeflions of zeal to the 
church : That I had likewife obferved how the Whig 
Lords took a direft contrary meafure, treated the pcr- 
fons of particular clergymen with great curtefy, but 
lb e wed much ill-will and contempt for the order in ge- 
neral : That I knew it was neceflary for their party, to 

make 

Booki, were printed in or about the year 2697. Or, perhaps, Dr 
Svifty haying not thought proper to ackncwiedgs hUnfelf the author 
of thctfe nieces, imagined he had a right t« faj, this difcovrfc wai the 
firft he had ever printed i two or three poems, in the Atbenian Ora- 
cle, which were printed when he was a very jQurgxmui^ being not 
worth his remembrance. 
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make their bottom as wide as they coald, by taking 
all denominations of Protcftants to be members of their 
body : That I would* not enter into the mutual re- 
proaches made by the violent men on either fide ; but, 
that the connivance, or encouragement, givea by the 
. Whigs to thofe writers of pamphlets, who reflefted upoa 
the whole body of the clergy, without any exception^ 
would unite the church, as one man, tooppofe them : 
And, that I doubted his Lord{hip's friends did not 
confider the confequence of this. My Lord Sommers^ 
in appearance, entered very warmly into the fame opi- 
nion,, and faid very much of the endeavours he had of- 
ten ufed to redrefs that evil I comphincd of. This 
his Lordfliip, as well as my Lord Hallifaxy (to whom 
I have talked in the fame manner] can very well re- 
member: And I have indeed been told by an honoura- 
ble gentleman of the fame party, that both their Lord- 
fhips, about the time of Lord Godolphin^^ removal, did- 
upon occaiion call to mind what I had faid to them five 
years btfoie. 

In my journeys to England! continued upon the fame 
fbot of acquaintance with the two Lords lall mentioned^, 
until the time of Prince G^^tt^^'s death, when the Qu^en,. 
Vb^ho, as is before related, had for fome years favoured 
that party, now made Lord Scf.nmers Prefident of the 
Council, and the Earl of IFiforton Litatcn^int of Ire/and. 
Being then in London, I received letters from fome, 
Bifiiops of Ireland, to follicit the Earl oi Wharton hhont 
the remittal of the firftfruits and tenths to the clergy 
there, which the Queen had long promifed, and where- 
iii I had been employed before,. with fome hopes of 
fuccefj from the Earl of Godolphin. It is the firft time 
1 ever was in company with the Earl of Wharton ; he re- 
ceived me with fufEcient coldnefs, and anfwered the 
requeft I made in behalf of the clergy with very poor 
and lame excufes,. which amounted to a refufal. I com- 
plained of this ufage to Lord Sommcrs, who would needs 
bring us together to his houfe, and prefent me to him ; 
where he received mc as drily as before. 

ft was every body's opinion, that the Earl 0^ Whar- 
ton would endeavour, when he went to Ireland, to take 
off the teft> as a ftep to have it taken off here : Upon 
fi 2. whiclv 
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which I drew up and printed a pamphlet, by way of a 
letter from a member of parliament here, fhewing the 
danger to the church by fuch an intent. Although I 
took all care to be private, yet the Lieutenant*s chap- 
Iain, aMl ft>me others, gue£ed me to be the author, 
and told his Excellency their fufpicions ; whereupon I 
faw him no more until I went to Ireland. At my ta- 
king leave of Lord Sommers, he MutA I would carry a 
letter from him to the Earl o£ Wharton, which I abfo- 
lutely refufed ; yet he ordered it to be left at my lodg- 
ings. I ftaid fome months in Leicejlerjhire ; went to 
Ireland \ and, immediately upon my landing, retired to 
my country-parifli, without feeing the Lieutenant, or 
any other perfon \ refolving to fend him Lord Sommersz 
Jetter by the poll. But, being called up to town, by 
the inceflant in treaties of my friends, I went and de- 
livered my letter, and immediately withdrew. During 
the greateft part of his government, I lived in the coun- 
try, faw the Lieutenant very feldom when I came to 
town, nor ever entered into the leaft degree of con- 
fidence with him, or his friends, except his fe^retary 
Mr Jddi/on, who had been my old and intimate ac- 
qaaintance. 

Upon the news of great changes here, he affeded 
very much to carefs me, which I underftood well enough 
to have been an old praftice with him, in order to ren- 
der men odious to the church-party. 

I mentioned thefe infignificant particulars, as it will 
be eafily judged, for fome reafons that are purely pcr- 
fonal to myfelf ; it having been objected by feveral of 
thofe poor pamphleteers,Avhohave blotted fo much paper 
to (hew their malice againft me, that I was a favourer 
of the low-party. Whereas it hath been manifeft to all 
men, that, during the bigheft dominion of that fadlion, 
I had publifhed feveral trads in oppofition to the mea- 
fures then taken : For inftance, A Projedl for the Re- 
formation of Manners, in a letter to the Countefs of 
Berkeley ; the fentiments of a church of England msm ; 
an argument againll abolishing Chriflianity 5 and, laft- 
}y, a letter to a member of parliament againft taking off 
the teft in Irela/:d, which I have already mentioned to 
have been publiihed ai the time the Earl of Wharton y/sa 

fetting 
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/etting out to his government ofthat kingdom. Bdc thofe 
who are loud and violent in coffce-houfes, although gene- 
rally they do a caufe more hurt than good, yet will fel- 
dom allow any other merit ; and it is not to fach as 
thcfe that T attempt to vindicate myfelf. ' 

About the end oi Auguft 17 10, I went for England^ 
at the defire and by the appointment of the Arcbbiihops 
and Bi(hops of that kingdom ; under whofe hands I 
had a commiilion to follicit,- in conjunction with two 
Biihops who were then in London^ the firA-fruits and 
twentieths to the clergy, which had been many years 
follicited in vain. Upon my ariival in town^ I found 
the two Biihops were gone into the country ; where- 
upon I got myfelf introduced to Mr Harley, who was 
then Chancellor of the Exchequer, and afted as firft 
jninifter. He received me with great kindnefs ; told 
me, that he and his friends had long expedled my ar- 
rival ; and, upon fhewing my comniii&on, immediate- 
ly undertook to perform it, which he accordingly did 
in lefs than three weeks, having fettled it at £ve meet- 
ings with the Queen,, according to a fcheme I offered 
him, and got me the Queen's promife for a further and 
more important favour to the clergy of Inland \ which 
the Biihops there, deceived by mi/information, not 
worth mentioning in this paper, prevented me from 
bringing to a good iffue. 

When the affair of the firft- fruits was fully difpatch- 
ed, I returned my humble thanks to Mr Harley, in the 
name of the clergy of Ireland^ and of my own, and of- 
fered to take my leave, as intending immediately to re- 
turn to that kingdom. Mr Harley told me, he and his 
friends knew very well what ufeful things I had writ- 
ten againft the principles of the late dilcardpd fadlion>; 
-and, that my perfonal cfteem for fcvcral among them, 
would not make me a favourer of their caufe : That 
there was now entirely a new fcene : That the Queen 
was rcfolvcd to employ none but thofe who were friends 
to the conftitution of church andftate : 'I'hat their great 
difficulty lay in the want of fome good pen, to keep up 
the fpirit railed in the people, to allcrt the principles, 
and jufljfy the proceedings of the new Miniileis. * Upon 
B 3 that 

• Thefe words printed in Italics arc erafcd in the original, per- 
haps to avoid the imputatioD of vaaity. 
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that ftthjeii he fell into fome perfonal ci'vilitiesy <which iviJl 
not become me to repeat. He added, That this province 
was in the hands of feveral perfons, among whomfbme 
were too bufy, and others too idle to parfae it; and 
concluded, that it (hould be his particular care to efta- 
biiih me here in England, and reprcfcnt me to the Queen 
as a perfon they could not he without. 

I promifed to do my endeavours in that way for 
fome few months ; to which. he reptied. He expe^ed 
no more ; and that he had other and greater occafions 
for me. 

Upon the rife of this Miniftry, the principal peribns 
in power thought it neceflary that fome weekly paper 
(hould be publilhed, with juft reflefUons upon former 
proceedings, and defending the prefent meafures of her 
Majelty. This was begun about the time of the Lord 
Godolphins removal, under the name of the Examiner. 
About a dozen of thefe papers, written with much fpi- 
rit and (harpnefs, fome by Mr Secretary St John^ fince 
Lord BoUnghrokt ; others by Dr Atterburyj fince Biihop 
of Roclnfter ; and others again by Mr Frior^ Dof^or 
Friend^ &c. were publilhed with great applaufe. But 
thefe gentlemen, grown weary of the work, or other- 
ways employed, the determination was, that I (hould 
continue it, which 2 did accordingly about eight 
months. But, my ftile being foon diicovered, and ha* 
ving contracted a great numoer of enemies, I let it fall 
into other hands, who held it up in fome manner until 
her Majefty's death. 

It was Mr Harley% cuftom, every Saturday ^ that four 
or five of his moft intimate friends, among thofe he had 
taken in upon the great change made at Court, fhould 
dine at his houfe ; and, after about two months ac- 
quaintance, I had the honour always to be one of the 
number. This company, at firft, con/iftedonly of the 
Lord -keeper Harcourt^ the Earl Ri*vers, the Earl of Fe* 
terhoroav, Mr Secretary St John, and myfclf : And here, 
after dinner, they ufed to difcourfe, and fettle matters 
cf great importance. Several other Lords were after- 
wards, by degrees, admitted ; as, the Dukes ofOrmond, 
Shreiujburyy and Argyle ; the Earls of A -j, Dart- 
mouthy and P— — /5 the Lord B y^ &c. Thefe 

meetings 



in the QjJ een's Ministry, i^ 

meetings were always continued, except when the 
Queen was at Wintifor; but, as they grew more name- 
rous, became of leis confequence ; and ended only in 
drinking and general converfation ; of which I may, 
perhaps, have occafion to fpeak hereafter. 

My early appearance at thefe meetings, which many 
thought to be of greater confequence than really they 
were, could not be concealed, although i ufed all my 
endeavours to that purpofe. This gave the occafion to 
fome great men, who thought me already in the fecret, 
to complain to me of the fufpicions entertained by ma- 
ny of our friends in relation to Mr Har/ey, even before 
he was Lord Treafurer ; fo early were fown thofe feeds 
of difcontent, which afterwards grew up (d high. The 
caufe of their complaint was. That fo great a number 
of the adverfe party continued in employment ; and 
ferae, particularly the Duke of Somerfet and Earl of 
Chclmondely^ in great ftations at court. They could 
not believe Mr Harley was in earned; but, that he de^ 
figned to conlHtute a motly comprehenfive adminiftra- 
tion, which they faid the kingdom would never endure.. 
I was once invited to a meeting of fome Lords and gen- 
tlemen, where thefe grievances were at large related to 
roe, with an earneft dcfire that I would reprefent them 
in the moft refpedful manner to Mr Harley upon a 
fuppofition that I was in high credit with him. I exco* 
fed myfelf from fuch an office upon the newnefs of my 
acquaintance with Mr /i?i»-/py ; however, I reprefented 
the matter fairly to him ; againft which he argued a 
good deal, from the general reafons of politicians ; the 
neceffity of keeping men in hopes, the danger of difi 
obliging thofe who muft remain unprovided for, and the 
like ufual topics among Statefmen. But, there was a 
fecret in this matter which neither I, nor indeed a- 
ny ofhis moft intimate friends, were then apprifedof; 
neither did he, at that time, enter with me further than 
to afTure me very folemnly. That no perfon fhoald have 
the fraalleft employment, either civil or military, whofe 
principles were not firm for the church and monarchy. 
However, thefe over-moderate proceedings in the 
court gave rife to a party in the Houfe of Commons, 
which appeared under the najx^ of the Q&sber-club ; a 

faatsdU 
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fantulHc appellation, found out to difHnguiih a number* 
CI country gentlemen, and their adherents, who pro- 
fefil-d 151 the greatcll degree what was called the Hijrh- 
church principle. They grew in number to almoft a 
third part of the Houfc, held their meetings at certain 
times and places, and there concerted what meafures 
they were to take in parliament. They profefled their 
jealoufy of the court and miniftry ; declared, upon all 
occauons, their defire of a more general change, as well 
as of a ftridl inquiry into former mifmanagement; and 
feemed to expedl, that thofe in power fhould openly a- 
Tow the old principles in church and ftate. I was then 
of opinion, and ftill continue fo, that if this body of 
men could have remained fome time united,, th«y would 
have put the crown under a neceffity oi a^ing in a 
more fleady and flrenuous manner. ButMr^^^trZr^, who 
beft knew the difpofition of the Queen, was forced to 
break their meafures ; which he did by that very obvi* 
ous contrivance of dividing them among theinfelves, 
and rendering them jealous of e3ch other. The Mini- 
lit rs gave every where out, that, the OBoher-club were 
their friends, and adted by theirdiredtions ; to confirm 

which, Mr Secretary St Johrty and Mr B , after- 

waids Chancellor of the Exchequer, publicly dined 
with them at one of their meetings. Thus were eluded. 
ail t» e conlequences of that a/Tembly ; although a rem- 
nant of them, who conceived themfelves betrayed by 
the refl, did afterwards meet under the denomination 
of iha Man b club, but without any eiFeft. 

The parliament, which then rofe, had been chofen 
Viithout any endeavours from the court, to fecure elcc- 
tion? j neither, as I remember, were any of the lieu- 
tenancies changed throughout the kingdom. For, the 
trial of Dodlor Sacbe'verel had raifed, or difcovered, 
fuch a Tpirit in all parts, that the miniilers could vciy 
fafcly leave the cledlors to themfelves, and thereby gain 
a reputation of adting by a [t^q parliament. Yet this 
proceeding was, by fome refiners of both parties, num- 
bered among the itrains of Mr Harley\ politics, who 
was faid to avoid an over-great majority, which is apt 
to be unruly, and not enough under the management 
ofaminiilry. But, from ihc fmall experience 1 have 

of 
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of courts, I have ever found refinements to be the 
worft fort of all conjeftures ; and from this one occa- 
fioii I take leave to obferve, That of fome hundreds of 
fafts, for the real truth of. which I can account, I ne- 
ver yet knew any rtimtr to be once in the right. I 
have already told, that the true reafon why the court 
did not interpofe in matter of eleftionf, was, becaufe 
they thought themfelvcs fure of a majority, and there- 
fore could acquire reputation at a cheap rate. Beftdes, 
it afterwards appeared upon fome exigencies, which the 
court had much at heart, that they were more than once 
like to fail for want of numbers. Mr Harleyy in order 
to give credit to his adminidration, refolved upon two 
very important points ; firft, to fecure the unprovided 
debts of the nation ; and, fecondly, to put an end to 
the war. Of the methods he took to compafs both 
thofe ends, I have treated at large in another work : 
I (hall only obferve, that while he was preparing to 
open to the Houfe of Commons his fcheme for fe- 
curing the public debts, he was dabbed by the Mar- 
quis de Gutjcard, while he was fitting in the council- 
chamber at the Cockpit, with a committee of nine or 
ten Lords of the cabinet, met on purpofe to examine 
the Marquis upon a difcovery of a treafonable corre- 
spondence he held with France, 

This fadl was fo uncommon in the manner and cir- 
cumilances of it, that although it be pretty well known 
at the time I am now writing, by a printed account, 
toward which I furnifhed the author with fome mate- 
rials, yet I thought it would not be proper wholly to 
omit it here. The afifafiin was feized, by Mr Harlef% 
order, upon the eighth of March 1710-11; and, 
brought before the committee of Lords, was examined 
about his correfponding with France: Upon his deni- 
al, Mr Harley produced a letter, which he could not 
deny to be his own hand. The Marquis, prepared 
for mifchief, had conveyed a penknife into his pocket, 
while the mcfTcnger kept him attending in one of the 
offices below. Upon the furprize of his letter appear- 
ing againft him, he came fuddenly behind Mr Harley^ 
and teaching his arm round, ilabbtd that minifter into 
the middle of the breait, about a quarter of an inch a- 

bov 
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bove the cart il ago enfiformis ; the penknife ftrikine «p- 
en the bone, and other wife obdruded by a thick em- 
broidered waiflcoat, broke ihort at the handle^ which 
Gut/card dill grafped and redoubled his blow. The 
confufion upon this accident is eaiier conceived than 
defcribed : The refult was> that the Marquis^ whether 
by the wounds given him by fome of the Lords, or 
the bruifes he received from the meffengers while they 
were feizing him, or the negledl o£ his Surgeon ; or 
that, being unwilling to live, he induflrioufly concealed 
•one of his wounds ; he died in a few days after. But 
Mr HarUy^ after a long illnefs, and frequent ill fymp- 
toms, had the good fortune to recover. 

Gmfcard was the younger brother of the Count of 
thac name, a very honourable and worthy perfon, for- 
m<^rly Governor of JV/i2vz<r. But this Marquis was a re- 
proach CO his family, proftltute in his morals, impious in 
religion, and a traitor to his Prince : As to the red, of a 
very poor undcrftanding, and the moft tedious, trifling 
talker, f ever converfed with. He was grown needy, 
by fquandering upon his vices, was become contempt- 
ible both here and in Holland^ liis regiment taken itoxsa 
him, and his penilon retrenched ; the defpair of which, 
firft put him upon his French correfpondence ; and tlie 
difcovery of that drove him into madnefs. I had 
known him fome years ; and, meeting him upon the 
Mall a few hours before his examination, I obferved to 
a friend then with me, that I wondered to fe^ Guifcard 
pafs fo pften by without taking notice of me. But al- 
though, in the latter part of his life, his countenance 
grew cloudy enough, yet I confefs 1 never fufpedled 
him to be a man of refolution, or courage, fufficient to 
bear him out in fo defperate an attempt. , 

1 have fome very goodreafons to know, that the firft 
mifunderftanding between Mr Harlcy and Mr 5/ John^ 
which afterwards had fuch unhappy confequences upon 
the public affairs, took its rife during the time that the 
former lay ill of his wounds, and his recovery doubtful. 
Mt St John affected to fay in feveral companies, that 
Guifcard intended the blow againft him ; which, if it 
were true, the confjquence mull be, that Mr Si John 

had 
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lad all tKcirvcrit, while Mr /for/^ remained with no- 
thing but the danger and the pain. But, I am apt to 
think, Mr St John was either miflaken, or miiinformed : 
However, the matter was thus rcprefented in the week- 
ly paper called the Examiner, which Mr 5/ John peru- 
fed before it was printed, but mad^ no alteration in 
that paflage. 

This management was looked upon, at leaH, as a 
piece of jonthful indifcrction in Mv St Johnny and, 
perhaps, Was reprefented in a worfe view to Mr Harley : 
Neither am I altogether fure, that Mr St John did not 
entertain fome profpedt of fucceeding as firii: miniiler, 
in cafe of Mr Hurley's death ; which, during his illnefs, 
was frequently apprehended. And, I remember very 
well, that, upon vifiting Mr Harleyy as foon as he 
was in a condition to be feen, I found feveral of his 
ncjapcft relations talk very freely of fome proceedings 
of Mr St John ; enough to make me apprehend, that 
their friendfhip would not be of any long continu- 
ance. 

Mr Harleyy foon after his recovery, was made aR 
Earl, and Lord Treafurer ; and Lord ^Keeper, a 
fiaron. 
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Four last Years of Queen ANNE*li Rsi'gk. 



HAVING written the following Hiftoiy at 
Windjor^ in the happy reign of her Majefty 
Queen Anne^ of ever glorious, blefled, and immertal 
memory ; I refolved to publifh it for the fatisfadUon of 
my fellow-fubjedli in the year 1713 ; but being under 
a neceflity of going to Ireland^ to take pofTefiion of the 
Deanry of St Patrick* Sy Dublin ; J left the original with 
the miniders \ and having (laid in that kingdom not 
above a fortnight, I found at my return, that my Lord 
Treafurer Oxford^ and the Secretary my Lord Boling- 
IroAe, who were then unhappily upon very ill terms 
with each other, could not agree upon publiihing it, 
without fome alterations which I would not fubmit to. 
Whereupon 1 kept it by me until her M^efty's death, 
which happened about a year after. 

I have ever fincc preferved the original very fafely ; 
too well knowing what a turn the world would take 
upon the German family's fucceeding to the crown; 
which indeed was their undoubted right, having been 
eflabliihed folemnly by the a£t of an undiiputed parlia- 
ment, brought into the Houfe of Commons by MrHar* 
/ey, who was then fpeaker. 

But, as I have faid in another difcourfe, it was very 
well underflood fome years before her Majefty*s death, 

how 
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how the new King would ad immediately upon his 
entrance in the choice of thofe (and thofc alone) whom 
he rcfolvcd to truft ; and confequently what reports 
would induftrioufly be raifed, as well as fpread, to ex* 
pofe the proceedings of her Majefty herfelf, as well as 
•of her fervants ; who have been ever fince blafted as 
enemies to the prefent cftablrlhment, by the mod ig- 
norant and malicious am^ng mankind. 

Therefore, as it was my lot to have been daily con- 
■verfant with the perfons then in . power ; never abfent 
in times of bafinHs or converfation> until a few weeks 
4>efore her Majefty's death ; and a witnefs of almoll e- 
very ftep they made in the courfo of their adminillra- 
tion ; I muft have been very unfortunate not to be bet- 
ter informed than thofe mii'erable pamphleteers, or 
their patrons, could pretend to. At the fame time, t 
freely confefs, it appeared ncceflary as well as natural, 
upon fuch a mighty change as the death of a Sove- 
reign, that thofe who were to be in power upon the 
fucceffion, and refolved to adt in every part by a direGt 
contrary fyftem of politics, fhould load their prede- 
ceffors with as much infamy as the moft inveterate 
malice and envy could fuggeft, or the moft ftupid igno- 
rance and credulity in their underlings could fwallow. 

Therefore, as i pretend to write with the utmoft 
impartiality, the following hiftbry of the four laft years 
of her Majefty 's reign, in order to undeceive prejudi- 
ced perfons at prefent, as well as pofterity ; I am per- 
•fuaded in my own mind, as likcwife by the advice of 
my oldeft and wifeft friends, that [ am doing my duty 
to God and man, by endeavouring to fet future ages 
right in their judgment of that happy reign ; and, as a 
faithful hiftorian, I cannot fuiFcr falfehoods to run on 
any longer, not only againft all appearance of truth as 
well as probability, but even againft thofe happy events, 
which owe their fuccefs to the very meafurcs then fixed 
in the general peace. 

The niaterisds for this hiftory, befides what I have 
,already mentioned^ I mean the confidence repofed in 
me for thofe four years, by the chief perfons in power, 
were extraded out of many hundred letters written by 
our amba^adors abroad, and from the anfwets as well 

Vol. X. C %a 
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as inftrudlions fent them by our Secretaries of State, 
or by the firft minillcr the Earl of Oxford. The for- 
mer were all originals, and the latter copies entered 
into books in the Secretaries office, out of both whxck 
I colledled all that I thought convenient ; not to men- 
tion feveral memorials given me by the minifters at 
home. Further, I was a conftant witnefs and obierver 
of all that pafTed, and entered every particular of any 
confequcnce upon paper. 

1 was fo far from having any obligation to the 
crown, that, on the contrary, her Majefty -iiFaeii a pro- 
clamation, offering 300/. to any peribn who^ould dis- 
cover the author of a certain fhort treatife*, which the 
tjoeen well knew to have been written by me. I never 
received one (hilling from the minifter, or any other 
prefent, except that of a few books ; nor did 1 want 
their afliftance to fupport me. I very often dined in- 
deed with the Treaiurer and Secretary; but, in thofc 
days, that was not reckoned a bribe, whatever it may 
Iiave been at any time iince. I abfolutely refufed- to be 
chaplnin to the Lord Treafurer; becaufe 1 thought k 
would ill become me to be in a ftate of dependence. 

I fay this to (hew, that 1 had no other bias than my 
own opinion of perfons and affairs. I preferved (eve* 
ral of the oppofne party in their employments, who 
were perfons of wit and learning, particularly Mr M^ 
4iifon and Mr Congre've, neither of whom were ever in 
any danger from the Treafurer, who much efleemed 
them both j and, by his Lordfhip's commands, I brought 
the latter to dine with him. Mr Steele might have been 
fafe enough, if his continually repeated indifcretions, 
and a zeal mingled with fcurrilities, had not forfeited 
all title to lenity. 

I know very well the numbcrlefs prejudices of weak 
and deceived people, a$ well as the malice of thofe 
who, to ferve their own interefl or ambition, have caft 
ofl^'.all religion, morality, juftice, and common dccen- 
cy. However, although perhaps I may not be belie- 
ved in the prcfent age, yet I hope to be (b in the next, 
by all who will bcjir any regard for the honour and liber- 
ty of England, if either of thcfe fh::ll then fnbiiil or not. 

I have 
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t have no intereft or inclination to palliate the mif- 
takes, or omiffions, or want of tteadinefs, or unhappy 
mifunderftandings among a few of thofe who then pre- 
fided in affair?.. 

Nothing is more common than the virulence of fu- 
pcriicial: and ill-informed writerf, againfl: the conduct 
of thofe who are now called Prime Minifters : And, 
fjnce factions IMPft^r at prefent to be at a greater 
height than 1$ ^^Biny former times, although, perhaps, 
not fo equally {Kj^sed ; it may probably concern thoi'c 
who arc now in- their height, if they have any regard 
for their own memories in future ages, to be lefs warm 
againft others^who humbly difFer from them in fome 
ftate-opinions. Old perfons remember at leall by tra- 
dition, the horrible prejudices that prevailed againil 
the firft Earl of ClareftdoUy whofe charadler, as it now 
ftands, might be a pattern for all minifters ; althougii 
even Biihop Burnet ofSarum, whofe principles, veraci- 
ty, and manner of writing, are fo little elleemed upon ' 
many accounts, batk been.. at the pains to vindicate, 
him. 

Upon that irreparable breach between the Treafu- 
rer and Secretary Bolinghrokej after my utmoft endea« 
vours, for above two years, to reconcile them ; I reti- 
red to a friend In Berk/hire^, where I ftaid until her Ma- 
jefty's death ; and then immediately returned to my 
iiation in Duhlin^ where I continued about twelve years 
without once feeing England. I there often reviewed 
the following memoirs ; neither changing nor adding, 
further than by correfting the ftyle : And, if I have 
been guilty of any miftakes, they muft be of fmall mo- 
ment 5 for it was hardly poflible I could be wrong in- 
formed, with all the advantages I have already men« 
tioned. 

1 fhall not be very uneafy undtfr the obloquy that 
may, perhaps, be call upon me by the violent leaders 
and followers of the prefent prevailing party. And, 
yt't, I cannot And the lead inconfiftence with confciencc. 
or honour, upon the death of fo excellent a Princc/s 
as her late Majefty, for a wife and good man to fubmit, 
with a true and loyal heart, to her lawful Proteftant 
facceflbr : whofe hereditary title was confirmed by the 
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Queen and both houfcs of Parliament, with the greatw 
eft unanimity, after it had been made an article in the 
treaty, that tvery Prince in pur alliance fkould be a 
guarantee of that fucceflion. Nay, I wiU venture to ga 
one flep farther ; that^ if the negotiators of tha^ peace 
Jiad been chofen out of the moft profefTed zealots for 
the interefts of the Hanoa/er family, they could not 
have bound up the French King, 4Bf ^-the Hollanders^ 
more iiv\&\y than. the Queen's pleniMtadahes did in 
confirming the prefent fucceflion ; wllllrwas in thenv 
fo much a greater mark of virtue and I6yalty, becaufe 
they perfedllr well knew, that they ihould never receive 
the leail mark of favottt^ when the JSiCceffioa bad takctj^ 
place. 
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June, mdccxv; 

SIN CE the death of the Queen, it was reafonable 
enough for me to conclude that I had done with 
ali. public aifairs and fpeculations : £efides, the fccne 
and flatton I am in have reduced my thoughts into a 
narrow, compafs : -And being wholly excluded from any 
view of. favour under the prefent adminiftration, upon 
that invincible reaioir of having been in forne degree of 
truft and confidence with the fornl^r ; I have not found 
the tranfition very difiicult into a private life, for which 
I am better qualified both by nature. and education. 

The reading and inquiring after new^ not being one cf 
my diveriions, having always didiked a mixed and ge- 
neral converfation, which, however it fell to my lot, 
is now in my power to avoid j and being plactd by the 
duties of my function at a great diftance from the feat 
of bufincfb; I am altogether ignorant of many common 
events which happen in the world : Only, from the 
little I know and hear, it is manifelt that the hearts of 
moftmen are filled with doubts, fears, and jcaloufies, O! 
clfe with hatred and rage, to a degree that there Cccms t 
be an end of all amicable commcr;ft\>^v«^t.\i'^^^^ 
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different parties ; and what the coniequences of th& 
may be, let thoi'e confider who have contributed to tha 
caufes ; which, I thank God, is no concern of mine. 

There are two points, with reference to the condud 
of the late Minillry, much infilled on, and little under- 
flood by thofe who wrice or talk upon that fubjed; 
wherein I am fufHciently qualified to gi^e fadsfaftion ; 
and would gladly do it, becaufe I fee very much weight 
laid upon each, and moil men& opinioi^ of peWbns wi 
things regulated accordingly. v . 

About two months before the Queen'i death* having 
joil all hopes of any ijeconcilementjjhfltw^pn the Tresr 
furer and the reft of the miniflry, i retired into the 
country, to await the iffue of that conflift, which end- 
ed, as every one had reafon to forcfec, in theLBarlof' 
Oxford^ difgrace ; to whom the Lord BoUngbrdtg yoi* 
mediately fucceeded as firfl minifter : And 1 was told». 
that an Earldom and the Garter were intended for bim 
in a fortnight, and the Treafurer's flaffagainft the next 
feflion of parliament ; of which I can fay nothing cer- 
tain, being then in Berk/hire^ and receiving this ac-- 
count from fome of his friends ; but all thele fchemea 
became foon abortive, by the death of the Queen^ 
which happened in three days after the Earl of Oxfontx. 
removal. 

Upon this great event, I took the firfl opportuni^ of 
withdrawing to my place of refidence j and rejoiced as 
much as any man for his Majefly*s quiet accefiion to 
the throne, to which I then thought, and it has fince 
appeared indifputable, that the peace procured by the ' 
late miniftry had, among other good effefts, been high- 
ly inftrumental. And, I thank God, I hayebccn ever 
fmce a loyal humble fpedtator, during all the changes 
that have happened, although it were no fecret to any 
ffan of common fagacity, that his prefent Majefly's 
choice of his fervants, whenever he fhould happen to. 
fucceed, would be determined to thofe who mofl 
oppofcd the proceedings during the four lafl years of 
his predecefTor's reign : And, I think, there hath not 
£nce happened one particular of any moment, which 
the miniflers did not often menticn at their tables, as 
whiit they certainly cxpedled, from the diipofitions of 

thci 
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the court at Hamper in conjundlion with the party at 
home, which, upon all occafions, publicly difapproved 
their proceedings,, excepting only the attainder of the 
Duke of Ormond ; which, indeed, neither they nor I, 
nor, I believe, any one perfon in the three kinedoms^. 
did ever pretend to forefee ; and, now ic is done, it looks 
like a dream to thofe, who will confider the noblenefa. 
of his birth*, the gn;at merica of his anceflors, and his 
own ; his loug oaipotted loyalt)', his affability, gene« 
ro/ity, and fwcttnefs of nature. I knew him long and 
well, and, excepting the frailties of his youth, which 
had been for foiwt years over*, and that eaiinefs o£ 
temper,.^ which did lometimes lead him to follow tlic 
judgment of thofe who had,, by many degrees, lefs. 
underftanding than himself; 1 have not con verfed. with- 
a more faulilefs perfon ; of great juflicc and charity ; at 
true fenfe of religion, without ollenation ; of undoubt-. 
cd valour, thoroughly (killed in his trade of a foldieri 
a quick and ready apprehenfion, with a good fhare of 
underftanding, and a general knowledge in men and' 
hillory, although under fome difadvantage by an 
ij[ivincible modefty,. which* bcwevcr could not but 
cendec him yet more amiable to thofe who had 
the honour and happinefs of being; thoroughly ac- 
quainted with him. 1 his is a fhort imperfcdl cha- 
rader of that great perfon the Duke of Ormonde who 
is now attainted for high treafon; and, therefore,. 
I fhall not prefume to offer one fyllable in his vindica- 
tion, upon that head, againft the decifion of a parlia- 
ment. Yet this, I think, may be allowed me to be-, 
lieve, or at haft to hope, that when, by the diredl and 
repeated commands of the Q^eeh, his Miftrefs, he 
committed thole faults for which he hath now forfeited 
^ his country, his titles, and his fortune ; he no more 
' conceived himfclf to be ading hightreafpn, than he 
did when he was woundcVl and a prifoner at London^ 
for his fovereign King WilUamy or when he took and 
burned the enemy's fleet at Viga. 

Upon this occafion, although I am fenfibleit is an 
old precept of wifdom to admire at nothing in human 
life, yet 1 confider, at the fame time, how eafily fome 
men arrive to the practice of this maxim> By the Iv&V^ 

^1 



5« jfn Iv <IJJ I R y into the Biha^viour 

of plain flupidity or ill-nature, without any ftrain of 
philofophy s and, although the uncertainty of human-, 
things be one of the mod obvious reflexions in morali- 
ty ; yet, fuch unexpeded, fudden, and fignal inilances . 
of it, as have lately happened among us, are ib much 
out of the ufual form, that a wife man may, perhaps^ 
be allowed to ftart and look aiide, as at a fudden and 
violent clap of thunder, which is macb more frequent,., 
and more natural 

And here I cannot but lament my <yWh particular^ 
misfortune ; who, having fingled but thceeperfons from 
among the reft of mankind, on wlli^e friendihip and. 
protection J might depend ; whofe converfation 1 mofk 
valued, and chiefly confined myfelf to; fhould live to> 
fee ihem all,, within the compafk of a year, .accufed of 
high-treafon ; two of them attainted and in exile, and: 
the third under his trial, whereof God knows what: 
may be the ifTue. As my own heart was free frort all: 
treafonable thoughts, fo I did little imagine myfelf to- 
be perpetually in the company of Traitors, But. 
the fajhion of this luorld pajftth awaj. Having already - 
faid fomething of the Duke of Ormondy I (hall add a 
little towards the charaders of the other two. It hap- 
pens to very few men, in any age or country, to coine. 
into the world with fo many advantages of nature and 
fortune, as the late Secretary Bolingbroke : Defcended . 
from the beft families in England^ heir to a great patri- 
monial eftate, of a found conflitution, and a mofl grace- 
ful, amiable perfon : But all thefe, had they been of e- 
qual value, were infinitely below, in degree, to the ac- 
compliihments of his mind, which was adorned with 
the choicefl gifts that God hath yet thought fit to be- 
ftow upon the children of men ; a fbong memory, a 
clear judgment, a vafl range of wit and fancy, a. 
thorough comprehenfion, an invincible eloquence, 
with a moil agreeable elocution. He had well culti- 
vated all thefe talents by travel and fludy, the latter of 
which he feldom omitted, even in the midflof his plea- 
fures, of which he had indeed been too great and cri- 
minal a purfuer : For, although he was perfuaded to 
leave off intemperance in wine, which he did for fbme 
use to fach a degree that he feemed rather abilemioua ; 

yet 
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yet he wras faid to allow himfelf other liberties, which 
can by no means be reconciled to religion or morals ;. 
whereof, I have reafon to believe, he began to" be fen- 
fible. But he was fond of mixing plcafure and bufi* 
nefs, and of being efteemed excellent at both ; upon 
which account he had a great refped for the characters 
Q^ Alcibiades and Petronius^ efpecially the latter, whom 
he would gladly be thought to refemble. His detrac- 
tors charged him with fome degree of alFedation, and^ 
perhaps, not ^together without grounds ; fince it was 
hardly poffible for a young man, with half the bufinefs 
of the nation upon him, and the applaufe of the 
\C?hole, to efcape ibme tindlnre of that infirmity. He 
had been early bred to bufmeff, was a moft artful nego- 
tiator, and perfcftly underflood foreign affairs. But 
what I have often wondered at in a man of his temper, 
was his prodigious application, whenever he thought it 
neceifary; for he would plod whole days and nights,, 
like the lowefl clerk in an office. His talent of fpeak- 
ing in public, for which he was fo very much celebrated, 
I know nothing of, except from the informations of o- 
thers ; but underftanding men j of both parties, have af- 
iiired me, that, in this point, in their memory and judg- 
ment, he was never equalled. 

The Earl of Oxford is a perfon of as much virtue, aa 
can pbflibly confift with the love of power ; and his 
love of power is no greater than what is common to 
men of his fuperior capacities ; neither did any maa 
ever appear to value it lefs, after he had obtained it,, 
or exert it with more moderation. He is the only in- 
itance that ever fell within my memory, orobfervation, 
of a perfon paffing irom a private life, through the fc- 
veral llages of greatnefs, without any perceivable im.^ 
preiiion upon his temper or behaviour. As his own 
birth wa5 illuilriou^, being descended from the heirs- 
general of the Veres and the Mortimersy fo he feemed to- 
value that accidental advantage in himfelF, and others, 
more than it could pretend to deferve* He al.ounded 
in good nature, and good humour; although fubjedt 
to pailion, as I have heard it affirmed by others, and 
owned by himfelf; which, however, he kept under 
ih.e Ibridlell government, till towards the end of his. 
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miniftry, when he began to grow foored, and to fnfpefl^ 
his friends; and, perhaps, thought it not worth his 
pains to manage any longer. He was a great favour- 
er of men of wit and learniBg, particularly the former, 
whom he carefTed without diftinfbion of party, and 
could not endure to think tl^at any of them fhould bc- 
his enemies ; and it was his good fortune that none of 
them ever appeared to be fo ; at lead, if one may judge 
by the libels and pamphlets publiflied againft him, 
which he frequently read, by way of amqfement, with- 
a moft unafFedled indifference : Neither do J remem- 
ber ever to have endangered his good opinion fo much, 
as by appearing uneafy w&en the dealers in that kind of 
writing firfl began to pour out their fcurrilities againft 
me ; which, he, thought, was a weaknefs altogether in- 
excufable in a man of virtue and liberal education » 
He had the greateft variety of knowledge that I have 
any where met ; was a perfedl mailer of the learned. 
languages, and. well ikilled in divinity. He had a 
prodigious memory, and a moft exad judgment. la 
drawing lip any fbate-paperj no man had more proper 
thoughts, or put them in fo- fh^ng and clear a light. 
Although his (lile were not always corre^, which* 
however, he knew how to mend ; yet, often, to 
fave time, he would leave the fmaller alterations to 
others. I have heard that he fpoke but feldom in par- 
liament, and then rather with art than eloquence : But 
no man equalled him in the knowledge of our confti- 
tution; the reputation whereof made him be chofen 
fpeaker to three fucceflive parliaments ; which office I 
have often heard his enemies allow him to have execa- 
ted with univerfal applaufe : His fagacity was fnch, 
that I could produce very amazing inilances of it» if 
they were not unfeafonable. In all difficulties, he im- 
mediately found the true point that was to be purfued, 
and adhered to it : And one or two others in the mi- 
niftry have confeffed very often to me, that, after ha- 
ving condemned his opinion, they found him in the 
right, and thcmfelvcs in the wrong. He was utterly, 
a ft ranger to fear ; and, confequently, had a prefence 
of mind upon all emergencies. His liberality, and 
contempt of money, were fuch, that he almoft ruined. 
^ hit-. 
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%is eftate while he was in employment ; yet his ararice 
for the public was £0 greaty that it neither confifled with 
the prefent corruptions of the age, nor the circum (lan- 
ces of the time^ He was feldOm miftaken in his judg^ 
ntent of men, and therefore not apt to change a good 
or ill opinion by the reprefentation of others ; except 
coward the end of his miniftry. He was afable and 
com teoos, extremely eafy and agreeable in converfa* 
tion, and altogether difengaged ; regular in his life, 
with great appearance of piety ; nor ever guilty of any 
«xprcffions that could poflioly tend to what was indecent 
-or prophane. His imperfedlions were, at leail,as obvious, 
although not fo numerous as his virtues. He had an 
air of fecrecy in his manner and countenance, by no 
means proper for a great miniiter, becaufe it warns all 
men to prepare ugainfl it. He often gave no anfwer at 
all, and very feidom a direft one : And I "the rather 
blame this refervedncfs of temper, becaufe I have 
known a very different practice fucceed much better : 
of which, among others, the late Earl of Sunderland^ 
and the prefent Lord Sommersj perfons of great abili- 
ties, are remarkable infiances; who ufed to talk in fo 
frank a manner, that they feemed to difcover the bot*- 
tom of their hearts, and, by that appearance of conlS. 
dence, would e^iily unlock the breafts of others^ But 
the Earl oi Oxford pleads, in excufe of this charge, that 
he hath ieldom or rfever communicated any thing which 
was of importance to be concealed, wherein he hath 
not been deceived by the vanity, treachery, or indifcre- 
tion of thofe he difcovered it to. Another of his im- 
perfe^ions, univerfally known and complained of, was 
procraftinaiion, or d<elay; which was, doubtlcfs, natu- 
ral to him, although he often bore the blame without 
the guilt, and when the remedy was not in his power; 
for never were prince and minifter better matched than 
his Sovereign and he, upon that article : And, there^ 
fore, in the difpofal of employments, wherein the 
C^ueen was very abfolute, a year would often pafs be- 
fore they could come to a determination. I remember 
he was likewife heavily charged with the common 
court- vice, of promifing very liberally, and feidom per* 
forming ; of which, although I cannot altogether ac- 
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iquit him, yet, I am confident, his intentions were gen^ 
rally better than his difap pointed follicitors would be<> 
lieve. It may be likewife faid of him, that he certain^ 
ly did not value, or did not underfland the art of ac- 
quiring friends; having made very few during the 
time of his power, and con traded a great number of 
enemies. Some of us ufed to «bferve, that thofe whom 
-he talked well of, or fuffered to be often near him^ 
were not in a fituation of much advantage $ and that 
his mentioning others with contempt, or diflike, was 
no hindrance at all to their preferment. I have dwelt 
the longer upon this great man's character, becauie I 
have obi'erved it fo often miftaken hy the wife reafbn- 
ers of both parties : Befides, having had the honour> 
for almoft four years, of a nearer acquaintance with 
him than ufually happens to men of my level, and this 
without the leaft mercenary obligation ; I thought it 
lay in my power, as f am fure it is in my will^ 
to repreftnt him to the world with impartiality and 
truth. 

Having often confidered the qualities and difpofitions 
of thefe two minillerS) I am at a lofs to think how it 
iliould come to pafs that men of exalted abilities^ 
when they are called to public "affairs, arc generally 
drawn into inconveniencies and misfortunes, which 
others, of ordinary talents, avoid ; whereof there ap- 
pear fo many examples, both antient and modem, and 
of our own as well as other countries. I cannot think 
this to have been altogether the effed of envy, as it it 
ufually imputed in the cafes of Themftocles^ jfrifti^esi 
^dfiioy and others, and of Sir IP^ahcr Raleigh, the Earli 
of Clarendon and SfraffhrJ, here in England. But I look 
upon it, that God, intending the government of a na- 
tion in: the fevcral branches and fubordinations of 
power, hath made the fcience of governing fufficiently 
obvious .to common capacities ; otherwife the world 
would be left in a defolate condition> if great affiairt 
did always require a great genius, whereof the moft 
fruitful age will hardly produce above three or four in a 
nation, among which, princes, who, of all other mor- 
tals, are the word educated, have twenty millions to 
^"e againft them that they ihall not be o^ the number ; 

and 
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and proportionable odds, for the fame reafoos, are 
againft every one of noble birth, or great eftates. Ac- 
cordingly we find, that the dulled nations, antient and 
modern, have not wanted good rules of policy, or per- 
ibns qualified for adminiftration. But I take the in 
felicity of fuch extraordinary men to have been caufed 
by their negleft of common forms, together with the 
contempt of little helps and little hindrances ; which is . 
made by Hobhes the definition of magnanimity : And 
this contempt, as it certainly difplea^s the people in 
general, fo it giveth offence to all with whom fuch mi- 
nifters have to deal : For, I never yet knew a minifter, 
who was not carneftly dclirous to have it thought, that 
the art of government was a moft profound fcience ; 
whereas it requires no more, in reality, than diligence, 
honefty, and a moderate fhare of plain nsitural fenfe.- 
And, therefore, mexi thus qualified may, \Qry rea/on^ 
ably and juftly, think that the bufinefs of the world is . 
beft brought about by regularity and forms, wherein 
themfelves excel. For I have frequently obferved more 
caufes of difcontent arife from the praftice of fome re- 
fined minifters, to a£t in common bufinefs, out of the 
common road, than from all the ufual topics of dif- 
pleafurc againfl men in power. Jt is the fame thing 
in other fcenes of life, and among all focieties or com- 
munities'; where, no men are better trufled, or have 
more fuccefs in bufinefs, than thofe who, with fome 
honefty and a moderate portion of underftanding, are 
flria obfervers of time, place, and method : And, on 
the contrary, nothing is more apt to expofe men to the 
ccnfurc and obloquy of their colleagues, and the public, 
than a contempt, or negle£l of thefe circumftanceSj 
however attended with a fuperior genius, and an equal 
defire of doing good : Which hath made me fometimes 
fay, to a great perfon of this latter charafter, that a 
fmall infufion of the Aldertnan was ncceflary to thofe 
who are employed in public affairs. Upon this occa- 
fion, I cannot forget a very trifling inftance : That one 
day, obferving the fame perfon to divide a fheet of pa- 
per with a penknife, the iharpnefs of the inftrument 
offcafioned it's moving fo irregularly, and crooked, that 
he fpoiled the whole fheet ; whereupon I advifed him 
Vol. X. D x^ 
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to take example by his clerks^ who performed that 
operation much better with a blunt piece of ivory» 
which» diredled by a little flrength and a fleady hand, 
never failed to go right. 

But, to return from this lone; digreflion : About a 
fortnight after the Queen ^s death, I came to my place 
of reudence, where I was immediately attacked with 
heat enough by feveral of my acquaintance of both 
parties ; and foon learned, that what they objedled was 
the general fenfe of the reft. Thofe of the church>fide 
made me a thoufand reproaches upon the ilownefs and . 
inadUvity of my ^ends, upon their foolifh quarrels 
with each other, for no viable caufe, and thereby {a- 
crificing the interedsof the church and kingdom to 
their private piques. And that they had negleded to 
cultivate the favour and good opinion of the court at 
HanoHftr. But the weight of thefe gentlemens difplea- 
fure fell upon the Earl of Oxford \ that he had adled a 
trimming part, was never thoroughly in the intereii of 
the church, but held feparate commerce with the ad- 
vcrfe party : That, eithel* from his negligence, proem- 
fiinating nature, or fome finifter end, he had let flip 
many opportunities of Arengthening the church's 
friends : That he undertook more bufinefs than he waa 
equal to, aiFeded a monopoly of power, and would 
concert nothing with the reft of the minifters. Many 
fafts were likewife mentioned, which it may not now 
be "^zry prudent to repeat : 1 ihall only take notice of 
one, relating to Ireland^ where he kept four biihopricks 
undifpoied of, though often and moft earneftly prefted 
to have them filled ; by which omiilion the church-in- 
tereft of that kingdom, in the Houfe of Lords, is in 
danger of being irrecoverably loft. 

Thofe who difcourfed with me after this manner, 
did, at the fame time, utterly renounce all regard for 
the Pretender ; and mentioned, with pleafure, the glo. 
neas opportunity, then in his Majefty's hands, of puU 
ting an end to party -diftindtions for the time to come : 
And the only apprehenfion that feemed to give them 
any uneafineis was, left the zeal of the party in power 
might not, perhaps, reprefent their loyalty with ad- 
vantage. 

On 
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On the other fide, the gainers and men in hopes by 
the Queen's death, talked with great freedom in a very 
different flile : They all direftly afferted, that the whole 
late miniftry were fully determined to bring in the Pre- 
tender, although they would fometimes a little demur 
upon the Earl of Oxford; and, by a more modem a- 
mendment, they charged the fame accufation, without 
any referve, upon the late Queen herfelf. That, if her 
Majefty had died but a month later, our ruin would 
have been inevitable. Bat in that jundlure it happen- 
ed, (to nfe their own term, which I could never pre- 
vail with them to explain) things ivore not ripe. That 
this accufation would, in a ihort time, infallibly be pro- 
ved as clear as the fun at noon-day to all the world': 
And the confequenccs naturally following from thefe 
pofitions were, that the leaders ought to lofe their 
heads, and all their abettors be utterly flript of power 
and favour. 

Thdc being the fentiments and difcourfes of both^ 
parties, tending to load the late miniflry with faults of 
a very different nature ; it may, perhaps, be either of 
ibme ufe or fatisfadlion to examine thofe two points ; 
that is to (ay, firft, how far thefe Miniflers are anfwer- 
able to their friends for their negle£b, mifmanagement, 
and mataal diffentions? And, iecondly, with whatjtr- 
ftice they are accufed, by their enemies, for endeavour- 
ing to alter the fucceffion of the crown in ^vour of the 
Pretender ? 

It is true, indeed, I have occaiionally done this alrea< 
dy in two f^veral Trcatifes, of which the one is an hi- 
ftory, and the other, memoirs of particular fadts ; but 
neither of them fit to fee the light, at prefent ; becaafe 
they abound with charadbrs freely drawn, and many of 
them not very amiable ; and, therefore, intended only 
for the in^xijXinz of the next age, and eflabliihing the 
reputation of thote who have been ufefal to their coun- 
try in the prefent. At the fame time, I take this op- 
portunity of afTuriag thofe who may happen, fome years 
hence, to read the hiflory I have written, that the 
blackeft characters to be met with in it were not drawn 
with the leafl mixture of malice, or ill-will, but merely 
to expofe the odioufnefs of vice. For I have always 
D 2 held. 
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held it as a maxima that ill men are placed beyond the 
reach of an hiftorian, who indeed hath it in his f>ower 
to reward virtue, but not to puniih vice : Becaufe I 
i.ever yet faw a profligate perfon, who feemed to have 
the leafl regard in what manner his name fhould be 
tranfmittcd to poftcrity : And I know a certain Lord ♦, 
not long fince dead, who, I am very confident, would 
not have difpofed of one iingle fhilling to have had it 
in his choice, whether he Ihould be rcprefented to fu- 
ture ages as an Atticus or a Catalint^ 

However, being firmly refolved, for inry materiai 
i cafonsy to avoid giving the leafl offence to any party or 
perfon in power ; [ fhall barely fet down £Qm^ hi&s 
and circum (lances, during the four laft years of Queen 
Jntie*s reign, which at prefent are little known ; aod 
whereby thofe of the church -party, who obje& againfl 
the unileadinefs, negled, and want of concert in the late 
minifby, may better account for their faults. Moft of 
thofe f<i£ls 1 can bear witnefs of myfelf, and have re- 
ceived the refl from fufficient authority. 

It is moil certain, that, when the Queen firfl began 
to change her fervants, it was not from a diflike of 
things, but of perfons, and thofe perfons were a very 
fmalT number. To be more particular, would be /Wr- 
Jere per i^nes. It was the iffue of Dr SadfeverePs trial 
that encouraged her to proceed fo far ; and feveral of 
the low-church party, knowing that her difpleafore 
went no further than againil one fingle family, did not 
appear to diflike what was done ; of which I could 
give fomc extraordinary inflances f . But that famous 
iiial had raifed fuch a fpirit in the nation, againft the 
])ailiament, that her Majefty thought it necefiary to dif- 
fblve them, which, I am confident, fhe did not at firft 
intend. Upon this refolution, delivered by the Queen, 
at council, in a more determinate manner than was 
iifual with Ir: ' ; SLS I was particularly informed by my 
Loid Sc v.'. • •, then prcfidcnt, fome, who were w&ling 
10 facrifice one or two perfons, would not facrifice their 
caufe, but immediately flew off ; and the great officers 
of the court and kingdom began to refign their employ- 

nient&» 
♦ Earl cf ^Wwr. f Duke of Senafet. 



9f the ^iH*s loft Minfftry. ^I' 

«i«nts> which the Queen fufFcred moft of them to do 
with the utraoft regret, and which thofe who knew her 
beft thought to be real, efpecially Lord Sommers and 
Lord CiTMpar^ for whom ihe had as great a perfonal re- 
gard and eiftecm, as her nature was capable of admit- 
ting, particularly for the former. The new parliament 
was called during that ferment in the nation, and a 
great majority of the church-party was returned, with- 
out the leaft affiftance from the court; whether to gain' 
a reputation of impartiality, where they were fecure ; 
or, as Mr Harley\ detradlors would have it, (who was 
then minifter) from a refinement of his politics, not to 
fiiffer, upon the account of I know nor what wife rea- 
fons, too great an inequality in the balance. 

When the parliament met, they foon began to dif- 
cover more zeal than the Queen expefted or defircd ; 
fhe had entertained the notion of formihg a moderate 
or comprehenfive fcheme, which fhe maintained with 
great firmnefs, nor would ever depart from, nntil about 
Salf a year before her death: But this neither the 
Houfe of Commons, nor the kingdom in general were 
then at all inclined to* admit, whatever they may have 
been in any juncture fince : Several' country-members, 
to almoft a third part of the Hoofe, began immediately 
to form themfelves into a body, under a fantaflic name 
oif the Odoher-club. Thefe daily preflcd the miniftry 
for a thorough change m employments, and were not 
put off without jealoufy and difcontent I remember 
it was then commonly underftood and expeded,. that, 
when the feffion ended, a general removal would be 
made :. But it happened otherwife; for not only few 
or none were turned out, but much deliberation was 
ufed in fupplying common vacancies by death This 
manner of proceeding in a prime minifWr, I coAfefs, 
appeared to me wholly unaccountable, and without 
example y and ( was little fatisficd with the fblution I 
had heard, and partly knew that he aded thus to keep 
men at his devotion, by letting expeftation ly in com- 
mon ; fori found the efFeft did not anfwer, and that, 
in the mean- time, he led fo uneafy a life, by follicitar 
tioRS and purfuits, as no man would endure who had 
a remedy at hand. About the beginning ofiiis mini- 
D 3 ^Y^ 
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llry, T did, at the requed of feveral confiderable per- 
fons, take the liberty of rcprefenting this matter to 
him : His nnfwer was ihort and cold ; That he hoped 
]ns friends would trufl: him; that he heartily withed 
none but thofe who loved the church and Queen, were 
employed ; but that all things could not be done on a 
fudden. 1 have reafon to believe, that his neareft ac- 
quaintance were then wholly at a lofs what to think of 
his condu^l. He was forced to preferve the opinion of 
power, without which he could not a£l, while, in rea- 
lity, he had little or none ; and, foeiides, he thought 
it became him to take the burden of reproach upon 
himfelf, rather than lay it upon the Queen his Miflxefs; 
who was grown very pofitive, flow, and fufpicions; 
and, from the opinion of having been formerly too 
much dire£iedy fell into the other extreme, and became 
difHcult to be adijifed. So that few minifiers had ever, 
perhaps, a harder game to play, between the jealoofy 
and difcontents of his friends on one fide, and the 
management of the Queen's temper on the other. 

There could hardly be a firmer friendfhip, in ap- 
pearance, than what I obferved between thofe three 
great men, who were then chiefly trufted ; I mean the ^ 
Lords Oxfordy Bolingbroke^ and Har court, I remember, in 
the infancy of their power* being at the table of the firft 
where they were all met, I could not forbear taking no- 
tice of the great afl^c£tion they bore to each other ; and 
faid, I would venture to prophefy, that howevdr in- 
conftant our court had hitherto been, their miniiby 
wculd certainly laft; for they had the church, the crown, 
and the people entirely on their fide. Then it hap- 
pened, that the public good and their private intereft 
had the fame bottom, which is apeice of good fortune 
that doth net always fall to the fliare of men in power : 
But, principally, becaufe I obferved they heartily loved 
one another ; and I did not fee how their kindnefs 
could be diflurbed by competition, fince each of them 
ieemed contented with his own diflrid : So that, not- 
withflanding the old maxim, which pronounceth court- 
friendfliips to be of no long duration, I was confident 
theirs would lall as long as their lives. But, it feems, 
the inventor of that maxim happened to be a little 

wifer 
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wifer than I, who lived to fee this friendfliip firfl: de- 
generate into indifference and fufpicion, and thence 
corrupt into the greateft animolity and hatred ; con- 
trary to ail appearances, and much to the difcredit of 
me and my fagacity. By what degrees, and from 
what caufes their diilenfions grew, 1 fhalJ, as far as it 
may be fafe and convenient, very impartially relate. 

When Mr Harley was ftabbed by Gut/card^ the wri- 
ter of .a weekly paper ,-called the Examiner ^ taking oc- 
cafion to refled on that accident, happened to let fall 
an idle circumftance, 1 know not upon what grounds, 
that the French aiTaifin confefi'ed he, at firfl, intended 
to have murdered Mr Secretary St John ; who fitting 
at too great a diftance, he was forced to vent his rage 
on the other. Whether the Secretary had been thus 
informed, or was content that others fhould believe it, 
I never yet could learn ; but nothing could be more 
unfortunate than the tendency of fuch a report, which, 
by a very unfair divifion, derived the whole merit of 
that accident to Mr 5/ John^ and left Mr Harley nothing 
but the danger and the pain : Of both which, although 
he had a (ufiicient (liare, (his phyficians being often un- 
der apprehenfions for his life) yet 1 am confident the 
time of his illnefs was a period of more quiet and 
eaiethan he ever enjoyed during the refl of his admini- 
ftration. This report was not unrefented by Mr Hot* 
ky's friends ; and the rather becaufe the fad was di- 
redly oiherwife, as it foon appeared by Gui/card'i con- 
feifionl 

While that minifler lay ill of his wound, and his 
life in queftion, the weight of bufmefs fell, in fome 
meafure, upon the Secretary, who was not without am« 
bition ; which, I confefs, J have feldom found among 
the wants of great men ; and it was conceived, that he 
had already entertained the thoughts of being at the 
head of affairs, in cafe Mr HarUy fhould die ; although 
at the fame time, 1 muft do juflice to Mr St Jehn, by 
repeating what he faid $o rce, with great appearance 
of concern, (and he was but an ill diffembler) That, 
if Mr Harky^s accident fhould prove fatal, it would be 
an irreparable lofs : That, as things then flood, his 
Jifc was abfolutely necciTary : That, as to himfclf, he 
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was not xnafter of the fcheme by which they were tm 
proceed, nor had credit enough with the Queen % nei« 
ther did he fee how it would be poiTible for them, in 
iuch a cafe, to wade through the difficukies they were- 
then under. However, not to be over-particular in ib- 
nice a point, this much it certajja, that Tome things hap*- 
pened during Mr Harlef% confinement, which bred a 
coldnefs and jealoufy between thofe two great men y 
and thefe, increaiing by many {ubfequent accidents^ 
could never be removed. 

Upon Mr HarUy*% recovery, which- was foon follow-, 
ed by his promotion to an Earldom, and the Treafu- 
rer's ftafF, he was carneftly prefled to go on with the 
change of employments, for which his friends and the 
kingdom were vcrf inpatient ; wherein, I am confi-- 
dent, he was not unwilling to comply, if a nfew inci- 
dent had not put funher difficulties in his way. The: 
■ Queen having thought' fit to take the key from the- 
Duchefs of Marlborough^ it was, after fome time, given' 
to another great Lady *, wholly in the interefts of the 
eppofite party ; who,, by a moil obfequioas behavioor,. 
of which (he is a perfect miftrefs,, ana the privileges of 
her place, which gave her continual accefs, quickty 
won fo far upon the affections of her Majedy, that fhe 
had more perfonal credit than all the Queen's fervant»- 
put together. Of this Lady's charadter and ftory, ha-^ 
ving ipoken (b much in other papers, which may one 
day fee the light ; T fhall only ohferve, that, as foon 
as fhe was fixed in her flation, the Queen, following 
the courie of her own nature, grew daily much more 
difikult and uncomplying. Some weak endeavoors 
were, indeed, ufed to divert her Majefiy from this 
choice; but (he continued Heady, and pleaded, that,, 
if flic might not have liberty to chufe her own fervants, 
fhe could not fee what advantage fhe had gotten by the 
change of her miniflry : And fo little was her heart fet 
upon what they call a High -church, or Tory-admini- 
Uration, that feveral employments in court and coun- 
try, and a great majority in all commiffions, remained 
in the hands of thofe who moft oppofed the prefent 
proceedings ; nor do I remember that any removal of 

confeqaence 
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confequefice was made till the winter following, when 
the Earl of Nottingham was pleafed to prepare and of« 
fjer a vote, in the Houfe of Lords, againft any peace, 
while Spain continued in the hands of the Bourbon fa- 
mily. Of this vote the minifters had early notice ; 
and, by casing up the numbers, concluded they fhould 
have a majority of ten to overthrow it. The Queen 
was deiired, and promifed, to fpeak to a certain Lord, 
who was looked upon as dubious : That Lord attend* 
ed accoi:dingly, but heard not a word of the matter 
from her,Majefty, although ihe afterwards owned it was 
not for want of rcmembring, but from perfefl indif- 
ference. The Trcafurer, who trufted to promifes, and 
reckoned that others would truft to his, was, by a 
moll unfeafonable piece of parfimony, grofly deceived; 
and the vote carried againft the court. • The Queen 
had the curio£ty to be prefent at the deliate ; and ap- 
peared £0 little difpleafed at the event, or againft thofe 
from whom fhe might have expedled more compliance; 
that a perfon * in high ftation among her domeftics, 
who, that day in her prefence, had ftiewn his utmoil 
eloquence (fuch as it was) againft the minifters« recei- 
ved a particular mark f of diftin^tion and favour, 
which, by his poft, he could not pretend to, and was 
not removed from htv fervice but with exceeding, dif- 
ficulty, many months after. And it is certain, that this 
vote could not have been carried, if fome perfons, very 
near her Majefty, had not given afturances where 
they were proper, that it would be acceptable to 
the Queen, which her behaviour feemed to confirm. 

But, when the confequences of this vote were calm- 
ly reprefented to her, that the limitation fpeciiied there- 
in had wholly tied up her hands, in cafe the recovery 
of Spain fhould be found impoftible, as it was frequent- 
ly allowed and owned by many principal leaders of the 
oppofite party, and had, hitherto, been vainly endea- 
voured, either by treaty or war : That the kingdom 
was not in a condition to bear any longer it's burthen 
and charge, efpecially With annual additions : That 

other 
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other expedients might pjoifi^ be fband for prevent- 
ing France and Spain from being united under the fame 
King, according to the intent and letter of the grand 
alliance : That the defign of this vote was to put her 
Majefty under the neccflity of diflblving the Parlraincnt, 
beginning all things anew, and placing the admini- 
ilration in the hands of thofe whom (he had thought 
fit to lay afide, and this by facrificing her prefent Icr- 
vants to the rage and vengeance of the former ; with 
many other obvious confiderations, not very proper at 
this time to be repeated : Her Majefty, who was car- 
neftly bent upon giving peace to her people, coniented 
to fall upon the foic expedient, that her own coldne(s, 
or the Treafurcr's thrift, and want or contempt of arti- 
fice had left her ; which was, to create a number of 
Peers, fufficient to turn the balance in the Houfe of 
Lords. I confefs that, in my hiftory of thofc rimes, 
where this matter, among others, is treated with a 
great deal more liberty, and confequently very unfit 
for prefent pernfal, I have refined fo far as to conjec- 
ture, that, if this were the Treafurer's council^ he 
might poffibly have given it upon fome further views 
than that of avoiding the confequences of my LarA 
Nottingham^ vote. And what thofe were, I fuppofe^ 
I may offer without offence. It is known enough^ 
that, from the time of the revolution to the period I 
am now fpeaking of, the favour of the court was al- 
moft perpetually turned towards thofe who, in the 
party-term, are called Whigs, or the Low-chiuch ; 
and this was a fpace of above twenty years, wherein 
great additions were made to the peerage; and the 
Bi (hops -bench almoft wholly renewed. But the majo- 
rity of landed-men, ftill retaining the old-cliurch prin- 
ciples in religion and government, notwithftanding all 
endeavours to convert them, the late King was under 
many infuperable difficulties during the courfe of his 
reign \ elections feldom fucceeding fo well, as to leave 
the court-fide without ftrenuous oppofition, fufficient 
to carry many points againfl him, which he had mnch- 
at heart. Upon the late Queen's fucceeding to the 
crown, the church-party, who ft^emed to have grown 
more numerous, under all difcouragementj,. began to. 

conceive 
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conceive hopes, that her Majefty, who had always pro- 
fe/Ted to favour their principles, would make ufc of 
their fervice. And', indeed, upon that foot, things 
flood for fome time : But, a new war being; refolved 
on, three perfons, who had moil credit with her Ma- 
jefty, and who were then looked upon to be, at leaft, 
as li^gh principled as could po£ibly coniift with the 
proteftant fucceffion, having confulted their friends, 
began to conceive that the military fpirit was much 
more vigorous in the other party, who appeared more 
keen againft France^ more fanguine upon the power 
and wealth of Englandj and better verfed in the arts of 
finding out funds, to which they had been fo long ufed. 
There were fome other motives for this tranfltion of 
the minifters at that time, which are more proper for 
the hiftory above-mentioned, where they are faithfully 
recorded. But, thus the Queen was brought to govern 
by what they call a Low-church miniftry, which con- 
tinued for fcveral years 5 till at length, grown weary 
of the war, although carried on with ereat glory and 
fuccefs, and the nation rifmg into a flame, (whether 
juflly or no) upon the trial of Dr Sacke*verel, which, in 
effeft, was a general mufter of both parties ; her Ma- 
jefty, following her own inclinations and thofe of her 
people, refolved to make fome changes in the mini- 
ftry, and take Mr Har/ey into her councils. This was 
brought about, as the charge againft that minifler fays, 
Ifj the ha/eft infinuatUns \ upon which, being a determi- 
nation of parliament, I ihall not difpute ; although I. 
confefs to have received a very different account of that 
matter, from a moft excellent Lady, upon whoie vera- 
. city I entirely depend ; and who, ' being then in chief 
confidence with her Miftrefs, muft needs know a parti- 
cular fa£l wherein ihe was immediately concerned and 
trnfted, better than any one man, or number of men, 
except the majority of a Houfe of Commons. 

When the, new parliament met, whofe ele^iont 
wtre left entirely to the people, without the leaft infia. 
ence firom the court, it plainly appeared how far the 
church-partv in the nation out-numbered the other, 
and efpecially in the ieveral coonties. But, in the Houfe 
of Lords, even after fome management, there was but 
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a weak and crazy majority : Nor even coald this have 
been expelled, if feveral great Lords, who were always 
reputed of the other party, had not only complied, but 
been highly inftrumental in the change ; as the Dukes 
of Shreivfiuty aiid ArgyUy the Earls of Peterborough^ 
Rivers J and foibe others, who certainly came into the 
Queen's meafures upon other motives than that of par- 
ty. N6w, fince the government of England cannot go 
on while the two Houfcs of Parliament are in oppofition 
to each other ; and that the people, whenever they 
a^ed freely, would infallibly return a majority of 
church-men : One of thefe two things was of neceffity 
to be done ; either, firft, to diilblve that parliament^ 
and call another of the Whig-llamp, by force of a 
prodigious e;(pence, which would be neither decent nor 
fafe, and, perhaps, at that time, hardly feaiible : Or 
clfe, to turn the balance in the Houfe of Lords; 
which, tfter the fuccefs of Lord Nottingbam*% vote, 
was not otherwife to be done, than by creating a fuffi- 
cicnt number of peers, in order, at once, to make the 
Queen and her people eafy upon that article for the 
reft of her reign. And this I fhould be willing to think 
was the Trealurer's meaning, when he advifed thofe 
advancements ; which, however, I.confefs, I did very 
Tnuch diflike. 

But if, after all I have faid, my conje£lure fhould 
happen to be wrong ; yet I do not fee how the Trca- 
furer can juftly be blamed for preferving his caufe, his 
friends, and himfelf, from unavoidable ruin, by an ex- 
pedient allowed on all hands to be lawful : Perhaps, 
he was brought under that neceffity by the want of pro- 
per management ; but when that neceffity appeared, 
he could not aft otherwife, without unravelling what- 
ever had been done; which, in the language of thofe 
times, would have been called, delivering the Queen 
and kingdom back into the hands of a fadbon they had 
fo lately got rid of. And, I believe, no minifter of any 
party would, in his circumftances, have icrapled to 
make the fame ftep, when the fwnma rerum was at 
flake. 

Although the Queen was brought into this meafurc, 
by no other motive than her earned deiire of a peace ; 

yet 
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yet the Treafurcr*s friends began to prefs him anew for 
further changes in cmploynients ; concluding, fronn 
what was paft, that his credit was great enough t<) 
compafs whatever he pleafed. But this proved to be 
ill reafoning ; for the Queen had no diflike at all to 
the other party, (whatever perfonal piques fhe might 
bear to fome among them) further than as flie con- 
ceived they were bent upon continuing the war, to 
which her Majefty refolved to put as fpecdy an end as 
fhe could with honour and fafety to her kingdoms ; and 
therefore fell, with readinefs enough, into the methods 
propofed to her for advancing that great work. But, 
In difpeniing her favours, fhe was extremely cautious 
and (low 5 and, after the ufual miftake of thofe who 
think they have been often impofed on, became fo very 
fufpicious, that fhe overfhot the mark, and erred in th« 
other extreme. When a perfpn happened to be recom- 
mended as ufeful for her fervice, or proper to be obliged, 
perhaps, ' after a long delay, fhe would confenc 5 but, 
if the Treafurer offered, at the fame time, a warrant, 
or other inftrument, to her, already prepared in order 
to be iigned, bccaufe he prefumed to reckon upon her 
confent before hand, fhe would not ; and thus the af- 
fair would fometimes lie for fevcral months together, 
altho' the thing were ever fo reafonable, or that even the 
public fuffercd by the delay. So that this minifler had 
no. other remedy bat to let her Majefly take her own 
time, which never failed to be the very longed that the 
nature of the thing could fuffer her to defer it. 

When this promotion was made, Mr Secretary St 
John^ whofc merits and pretenfions, as things then flood, 
were far fuperior to any, was purpofely left out, be- 
caufe the court had need of his great abilities, the fol- 
lowing fefHon, in the Houfe of Commons ; and the 
peace, being then upon the anvil, he was befl able to 
explain and jufti fy the fcveral fleps towards it ; which 
he accordingly did with invincible reafon and univer- 
fal applaufe. When the feffion was over, the Queen 
• thought fit to give him a title ; and, that he might not 
lofe his rank, created him Vifcount. There had been 
an Earldom in his name and family, lately extindl ; 
(though a Barony fell to a collateral branch in the per- 
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fon of an infant), and the Secretary, being of the fame 
houfe, expeded and defired the fame degree. For, he 
reafomrd, that, making him a Vifcoant, would be but 
rigorous juilice, and he hoped he might pretend to 
fome mark of favour. But the Queen couJd not be 
prevailed with ; becaufe, to fay the truth, he was not 
jnuch, at that time, in her good graces ; (bme women 
about the court having infufed an opinion into her, that 
hi was not fo regular in his life as he ought to be. 
"/.'he Secretary laid the whole blame of this difappoiDt- 
aient upon the Earl oiOxJcrd^ and freely told me, that 
he would never depend upon the Earl's friendfiiip as 
long as he lived, nor have any further commerce witk 
him, than what was necefTary for carrying on the pu- 
blic fervicc. And although I have good reafbn to be 
affured^ that the Treafuier was wholly innocent in this 
point, as both himfelf and Lady Mafram then protefted 
to me, yet my Lord BoHnghroke thought the appearan- 
ces were fo flrong, that I was never able to bring him 
over to my opinion. 

The diviiions between thefe two great men began to 
fplit the court into parties ; Hare our t^ Lord Chancellor, 
the Dukes of SknriKfiury and ArgyUy ^\x William Wind- 
haniy and one or two more< adhered to the Secretary; 
the reft were eithtr neuters, or inclined to the Treafu- 
rer, whether from policy or gratitude, although they 
all agreed to blame and lament bis myfterious and pro- 
crallinating manner in adling; which the (late of af- 
fairs, at that time, could very ill admit, and muft have 
rendered the Earl of Oxford inexcufable, if the Qoecn^s 
obflinate temper had not put him under the necemty of 
exerting thoie talents wherewith, it mufl be xonfefled, 
his nature was already too well provided. 

This miniller had ftronger paiiions than the Secreta- 
ry, but kept them under ftridcr government : My Lord 
BoHnghroke was of a nature frank and open ; and, at 
men of great genius are fupcrior to common. rules, he 
feldom eave himfelf the trouble of difguifing, or fub- 
duing his refentments, although he was ready enough 
to forget them. In matters of flate, as the Earl was 
too referved, fo, perhaps, the other was too irt^ ; not 
from any incontinency of talk> but from the mere con- 
tempt 
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tempt of multiplying fecreta ; although the |^ravcr 
counfellors imputed this liberty of fpeech to vanity, or 
lightnefs. And, upon the whole,^ no two men could 
differ more in their diverfions, their ftudies, their ways 
of tranfafting buiinefs, their choice of company, or 
manner of converfation. 

The Queen, who was well informed of thefe animo- 
fitics among her fervants, of which her own dubious 
management had been the original caufe, began to find, 
and lament the ill confequences of them in her affairs, 
both at home and abroad ; and to lay the blame upon 
her Treafurer, whofe greatefl fault, in his whole mi- 
niflry, was too much compliance with his Millrefs, by 
which his meafures were often difconcerted, and him- 
felf brought under fufpicion by his friends. 

I am very confident, that this alteration in the 
Queen's temper, towards the Earl of Oxford^ could ne* 
ver have appeared, if he had not thought fit to make 
one ilcp in politics which I have not been able to ap- 
prehend. When the Queen firfl thought of making a 
change among her fervants, after Doftor SachevtrePz 
trial, my Lady Majham was very much heard and truil* 
ed upon that point, and it was by her intervention Mr 
Hitrley was admitted into her Majefly's prcfence. That 
Lady was then in high favour with her Miftrefs, which, 
1 believe, the Earl was not fo very fedulous to cultivate 
or preferve, as if he had it much at heart,, nor was al- 
together forry, when he faw it under fome degree of de- 
clination. The reafons for this mud be drawn from 
the common nature of mankind, and the incompatibi- 
lity of power : But the jundlure was not favou rabble for 
fuch a refinement, becaufe it was early known to all, 
who had but looked into the court, that this Lady muft 
have a facce£br, who, upon pique and principle, would 
do all in her power to obflruft his proceedings. My 
Lady Majham was a perfon of a plain, found under- 
(landing, of great truth and iincerity, without the lead 
mixture of falfehood or difguife ; of an honeft boldncfs 
and courage, fuperior to her fex ; firm anddifintereiled 
in her friendihip, and full of love, duty, and veneration 
for the Queen her Miftrefs : Talents as feldom found, 
or fought for in a court, as unlikely to thrive while 
E 2 the^ 
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they are there : So that nothing could then be moixr 
unfortunate to the public, than a coldnefs between this 
Lady and the firil minifler ; nor a greater miftake in 
the latter, than to fuffer or connive at the leilcning of 
her credit, which he quickly faw removed very di&d- 
vantagcoufly to another objedl *, and wanted the effeds 
cf, when his own was funk in the only domefiic affair 
for which I ever knew him under any concern. 

While the Queen's favour to the Earl was thus gra- 
dually lefTcning, the breaches between him .and his 
friends gcevv every day wider, which he looked upon 
with great indifference, and feemed to have his thoughts 
only turned upon finding out fome proper opportunity 
for delivering up his flaS*: But this her Majefty would 
not then admit; becaufe, indeed, it was not eafy to de- 
termine who fhould fucceed him. 

Jn the midft of thefe difpofitions at court, the Queen 
fell dangcroufly fick at Windfor, about ChriUmas 1713. 
It was confidently reported in town, that fhe was dead; 
and the heads of the expelling party were faid to have 
vaiious meetings thereupon, and a great hurrying of 
chairs and coaches to and from the Earl of Wharton's 
houfe : Whether this were true or not, yet thas much 
is certain, that the expreffions of joy appeared very fre- 
quent and loud among many of that party ; which pro- 
ceeding men of form did not allow to he altogether de- 
cent. A mefTenger was immediately difpatched, with 
an account of the Queen's illnefs, to the Trcafurer, who 
was then in town ; and, in order to flop the report of 
Ler death, appeared next day abroad, in his chariot, 
with a pair of horfc:-, and did not go down to Windfor 
till his ufual time. Upon his arrival there the danger 
was over, but not the fright, which flill fat on every 
body's face, and tlie account given of the confu£on 
and diHradlion the whole court had been under, is 
hardly to be conceived : Upon which the Treafurer 
fiid to me, " Whenever any thing ails the Queen, 
** thefe people are out of their wits ; and yet, they are 
«* fo thoughtlcfs, that, as foon as flie is well, they adl as 
*' if fhe were immcrtal." I had fufficient reafon, both 
before and fince, to allow his obfervation to be true, 

and 
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and that fome fliare of it might, with juftice, be applied 
to himfelf. 

The Queen had early notice of this behaviour among 
the difcontented leaders, during her ill;iefs. It was, 
indeed, an affair of fuch a nature, as required no ag- 
gravation ; which, however, would not have been want- 
ing, the women of both parties, who then attended her 
Majefty, being well difpofed to reprefent it in the 
flreiigeft light. The refult was, that the Queen im- 
medialoly laid afide all her fchemes and vilions of re- 
conciling the two oppofite interefts, and entered upon 
* a firm refolutiou of adhering to the old Englifli princi- 
ples, from an opinion that the adverfe party waited im- 
patiently for her death, upon views little confifting (as 
the language and opinion went then) with the fafety 
of the con^itution, either in church or ftate. She, 
therefore, determined to fall into all juil and proper 
methods, that her miniilers fhould advife her to, for 
the prefervation and continuance of both. This I was ^ 
quickly aflurcd of, not only by the Lord Chancellor, 
and Lord Bolinghroke^ but by the Treafurer himfelf. 

I confefs myielf to have been thoroughly perfuaded 
that this incideat would perfedly reconcile the mini- 
fters, by uniting them in purfuing one general intereftj 
and, confidering no farther than what was fitteil to be 
done, I could not eafily forefee any objedlions, or dif- 
ficulties that the Earl of Oxford would make ; I had, 
for fome time, endeavoured to cultivate the firideil 
friend (hip between him and the General •, by telling 
both of them, (which happened to be the truth) how 
kindly they fpoke of each other ; and by convincing 
the latter of what advantage fuch an union mud be to 
her Majefty's fervice. There was an affair upon which all 
our friends laid a more than ordinary weight. Among 
the horfe and foot-guards appointed to attend on the 
Queen's perfon, feveral officers took every occafion, 
with great freddom and bitcernefs of fpeech, to revile 
the miniftry, upon the fubjed of the peace and the Pre- 
tender, not without many grofs cxpreffions again It the 
Queen herfelf ; fuch as, \ fuppofe, will hardly be 
thought on or attempted,; but certainly not fuffered un* 
E 3 der 
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tier tne prcfcnt powers. Which proceeding, beficTes 
the indignity, bfgot an opinion, that her Majefty's 
perfon might be better guarded than by fach keepers; 
who, after att.nJing at court, or at the levee of the 
General or firfl miniiler, adjourned, to publifh their diC- 
afFeflion in cofTee-houfcs and gaming-ordinarics, with- 
out any regard to decency or truth. It was propofed, 
that ten or a dozen of the leaft difcreet among thcfc 
gentlemen Ihould be obliged to fell their pofts in the 
guards ; and that two or three, who had gone the 
greatefl lengths, fhould have a price fixed for their com- 
miffions, fomewhat below the exoibitant rate ufnally 
demanded for a few years paft. The Duke of Ormond . 
cefired but ten thoufand pounds to make the matter 
cafy to thofe officers who were to fucceed; which fum^ 
his Grace told me, the Treafurer had given him en- 
couragement to expeft, although he pleaded prefent 
want of money : And, \ cannot but fay, that, having 
often, at the Duke's deflre, prfrfTed this minifler to ad- 
vance the money, he gave me fuch anfwcrs as made me 
think he really intended it: But I was auickly unde- 
ceived ; for, expoftulating fomc days after with him 
upon the fame fubjedl, after great expreflions of efleem 
and friend fhip for the Duke of Ormondy and mention- 
ing feme ill-treatment he had received from his friends, 
he faid, he knew not why he fhould do other people*s 
work. The truth is, that, except the Duke, my Lord 
Tre<vor, and Mr Secretary Bromley^ I could not find he 
had one friend left of any confequence in her Majefly's 
fcrvice. The Lord Chancellor, Lord Bolittgbroke^ and 
Lady Majhavty openly declared againfl him ; to whom 
v/erc joined the Bifhop of Rochefter * and fome others. 
DartfKouthf then Privy-feal, and Pauhty Lord Steward, 
ftood neuters. The Duke of Shrei-:Jhury hated the 
Treafurer, but facrificed all refentments to cafe, profit, 
and power ; and was then in Ireland aftine a part di- 
redlly oppofite to the court, which he had fagacity e- 
nongh to forefee might quickly turn to account j £o 
that the Earl of Oxford f*ood almofl fingle, and every 
day found a vifiblc dcclenfion cf the Queen's favour to- 
wards 

* Dr Jtterhury. 
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wards him ; which he took but little care to redrefs, 
defiring nothing fo much as leave to deliver up his 
ftafF. Which, however, as conjundlures then flood, he 
was not able to obtain ; his adverfaries not having de- 
termined where to place it : Neither was it, upon fe- 
veral accounts, a work fo proper to be done, while the 
parliament fat, where the miniftiy had already loft too 
much reputation, and efpeciallyin the Houfe of Lords. 
By what I could gather from feveral difcourfes with the 
Treafurer, it was not very difficult to find out how he 
reafoncd with himfelf. The Church-party continued 
violently bent to have fome neceflary removals made in 
the guards, as well as a further change in the civil em- 
ployments through the kingdom. All the great offi- 
cers about the court, or in her Majefty's fervice, ex- 
cept the Duke of Shre-w/hury and one or two more, 
were in the fame opinion; the Queen herfelf, finceher 
laft illnefs at Windfor^ had the like difpofitions ; and, 
I think, it may appear from feveral paffages already 
mentioned, that the blame of thofe delays, fo often 
complained of, did not originally lie at the Earl of 
Oxford" % door* But the (late of things was very much 
changed by fcvftral incidents : The Chancellor, Lord 
Bclingbroke, and Lady Ma/ham^ had intirely forfaken 
Jiim, upon fufpicions 1 have mentioned before ; which, 
although they were founded on miftake, yet he would 
never be at the pains to clear ; and, as he firft leffened 
his confidence with the Queen, by preffing her upon 
thofe very points, for which his friends accufed him 
that they were not performed ; fo, upon her change of 
fcntiments, after her recovery, he loft all favour and 
credit with her, for not feconding thofe new refolu- 
tions from which (he had formerly been fo averfe. 
Bcfides he knew as well as all others who were near the 
court, that it was hardly poffible the Queen could fur- 
vive many months; in which cafe, he muft of neceffity 
bring upon him the odium and vengeance of the fuccef- 
for, and of that party which muft then be predominant, 
who would quickly unravel all he had done : Or, if 
her Majefty (hould hold out longer than it was reafo- 
nable to cxpcft, yet, after having done a work that 
muft procure him many new enemies, he could exped 
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nothing but to be difcharged in difpleafure. Upon 
thefe reafons he continued his excufes to the Duke of 
Ormendj for not advancing the money ; and, daring 
the fix laft months of his minidry, would enteiiinto no 
affairs but what immediately concerned the bufinefs of 
his office. That whole period was nothing elfe bat a 
fcene of murmuring and difcontent, quarrel and mif- 
underilanding, animofity and hatred, between him and 
his former friends. In the mean time the Queen's 
countenance was wholly changed towards him ; ihe 
complained of his iilence and lullennefs $ > and, in !«•> 
turn, gave him every day freih inHances of negledl or 
difpleafure. 

The original of this quarrel among the zninifters, 
which had been attended with fo many ill coniequen- 
ces, began firll between the Trcafurer and Lord Boiini- 
broke^ from the caufes and incidents I have already 
mentioned ; and might, very probably, have been pre- 
vented, if the TrealSrer had dealt with lefs referve, or 
the Lord Bolingbroke had put that con6dence in him 
which fo fincere a friend might reafonably have ex- 
pected. Neither, perhaps, would a reconcilement have 
been an affair of much difficulty, if their friends on 
both fides had not too much obferved the coromoa 
prudential forms of mt caring to intermeddle ; which, 
together with the addition of a fhrug, was the conftant 
anfwer I received from nioll of them, whenever I pref- 
fed them upon the fubjed. I cannot tell whether my 
Lord Trevor may be excepted, becaufe I had little ac- 
quaintance with him, although I am inclined to the 
negative. Mr Prior^ who was much loved and ef^e;:m« 
cd by them both, as he well deferved, upon the ac- 
count of every virtue that cau qualify a man for pri- 
vate converfation, might have been the propcreft per- 
fon for fuch a work, if he could have thought it to con- 
ii^ with the prudence of a courtier ; but, however, he 
was abfent in France at thofe jundlures when it was 
chiefly nectfTary. And to fay the truth, moft perfons 
had fo avowedly declared themfelves on one fide or the 
other, that thefe two great men had hardly a common 
friend left except myfelf. J had ever been treated 
witli great kindnefs by them both \ and I conceived 

that 
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that what I wanted in weight and credit might be made 
up with fincerity and freedom. The former they ne- 
ver doubted, and the latter they had conftant experi- 
ence of J I had managed between them for almoft two 
years ; and their candour was fo great, that they had 
not the leaft jealoufy or fufpicion of me. And I thought 
1 had done wonders, when, upon the Queen's bemg 
laft at Wind f or y I put them in a coach to go thither by 
appointment, without other company; where they would 
have four hours time to come to a good underflanding; 
but, in two days after, I learned from them both that 
nothing was done. 

Thcjre had been three bilhoprics for fome time vacant 
in Irelandy and 1 had prevailed on the Earl of Oxford ^ 
that one of them fhould be divided. Accordingly, four 
divines of that kingdom were named to the Queen, and 
approved by her \ but, upon lome difficulties not worth 
mentioning, the Queen's mandatory letters to Ireland 
had been delayed : I prefTed the Treafurer every week, 
while her Majcfty was at Windjor, and every day after 
her return, to finiQi this affair, as a point of great con- 
fcquence to the church in that kingdom; and, growing 
at length impatient of fo many excufes, I fell into fome 
paiiion, when hi« Lordfhip freely told me, that he had 
been earned with the Queen upon that matter, about 
ten times the laft fortnight, bat without effedl ; and 
that he found his credit wholly at an end. This hap* 
pened about eleven weeks before the Queen died : And, 
two nights after, fitting with him and Lord Bolinghroke^ 
in Lady Majham's lodgings at St James^s^ for fome 
hours ; I told the Treafurer, that, having defpaired of 
any reconciliation between them, I had only ftard fome 
time longer to forward the difpofal of thole bi(h')piics 
in Ireland^ which fince his LordHiip told me was out of 
his power, I now refolved to retire immediately, as 
from an evil I could neither help to redrefs, nor endure 
the fight of: That, before I left thtm, I defircd they 
would anfwer me two queflions : Fir ft. Whether theie 
mifchiefs might not be remedied in two niinutes ? And, 
fecOndly, Whether, upon the prefent foot, the miniftry 
would not be infallibly juined in two months ? Lord 
Bolin^broke aafwered to each queftiou in the affirmative. 
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and approved of my refolution to retire ; but the Trea- 
furer, after his manner, evaded both, and only defired 
me to dine with him next day. However, I immediate- 
ly went down to a friend in Berkjhire^ to await the if- 
fue» which ended in the removal of my Lord Treafu- 
rer, and, three days after, in her Majefty's death. 

Thus I have, with fome pains, recollected feveral 
pafTaees, which I thought were moft material for tha 
fatisfadiion of thofe who appear fo much at a lofs upon 
the unaccountable quarrels of the late miniflry. For, 
indeed, it looked like a riddle, to fee perfons of great 
and undifputed abilities, called by the Queen to herfer- 
vice, in the place of others with whofe proceedings (he 
was difgufted, and with great fatisfadtion to the clergy, 
' the landed initcreft, and body of the people, ninnjog, 
on a fudden, into fuch a common beaten court- track 
of ruin, by diviiions among themfelvesi not only with- 
out a vi£bie caufe, but with the ftrongeft appearances 
to the contrary, and without any refuge to the ufualex* 
cufe of evilinflruments, or cunning adverfaries, to blow 
the coals of diflenfion ; for the work was entirely their 
own. 

I impute the caufe of thefe mis fortonei lothe Qaeen, 
who, from the variety of hands (he had employed, aid. 
reafonings (he had heard fmce her coming to^the orown, 
was grown very fond of moderating fchemes, which, as 
things then flood, were by no means reducible to prac- 
tice ; fhe had like wife a good ihare of that adherence 
to her own opinions, which is ufually charged upon her 
fez. And, laftly, (as I before obferved) having re^ 
ceived fome hints that fhe had formerly been too much 
governed, (he grew very difHcult to be adviied. 

The next in fault was the Treafurer, who, not be- 
ing able to influence the Queen in many points, with 
relation to party, which his friends and the kinedom 
feemed to have much at heart, would needs take all 
the blame on himfelf, from a known principle of fiate- 
prndence, that a firfl minifter mufl always preferve the 
reputation of power : fiut I have ever thought, that 
there are few maxims in politics, which, at fome con- 
jundiures, may not be very liable to an exception. 
The Queen was by no means inclined to make many 

changes 
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changes in employments ; Ihe was poiitive in her na- . 
ture, and extremely given to delay. And furcly thefc 
were no proper qualities for a chief minillc to perfonate 
towards his nearelt friends, who were brouglit into em- 
ployment upon vtty different views and promifes. Nor 
could any reputation of power be w^-rth prcferving at 
the expence of bringing fincerity into ^ucfuon. 1 re- 
member, upon a Saturday y when the minifters and one 
or two friends of the Treafurer conliantly met to dine 
at his houfe, one of the company attacked him very 
warmly, on account that a certain Lord, who perpe- 
tually oppofed the Queen's meafures, was not difmif- 
fed from a great employment, which, befides other ad- 
vantages, gave that Lord the power of chufjng feveral 
members of parliament. The Tieafurer evaded the 
matter with his ufual anfwer, that this wa^ whipping 
day : Upon which the Secretary Bolingbrokty turning to 
me, faid. It was a ftrange jiiing that my Lord Oxfcrd 
would not be fo kind to his friends, and fo juft to his 
own innocence, as to vindicate himfelf where he had 
no blame; ibr, to his knowledge and the Chancellor's, 
(who was th J fcj ^ prefent) the Treafurer had frequent- 
ly and earDe||nnloved the Queen upon that very point 
without efieft : Whereupon, this Minifter finding him- 
felf prefled fo far, told the company, that he had at 
laft prevailed with her Majeily, and the thing would 
be done in two days, which followed accordingly. I 
mention this fadl as an inflance of the Earl of Oxford*% 
difpofitton to prcfervefbme reputation of power in him- 
felf, and remove all blame from the Queen ; and this, 
to my particular knowledge, was a frequent cafe ; but 
how far juftifiable in point of prudence, I have already 
given my opinion. However, the Treafurer's friends 
were yet much more to blame than himfelf : He had 
abundance of merit with them all, not only upon ac- 
count of the public, the whole change of the miniftry 
having been effedted without any intervention of theirs, 
by him and Lady Majham ; but, likewife, from the 
confequence of that change, whereby the greateft em- 
ployments of the kingdom were divided among them, 
•and therefore, in common juftice as well as prudence, 
they ought to have been more indulgent to his real 
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failings, rather than fufpefl him of imaginary ones, as 
they often did, through ignorancCj refinement, or mif> 
take :' And I mention it to the honoar of the Secretarf 
BoUngbroke, as well as of the Trcafurer, that having 
myfclf, upon many occafions, joined with the former 
in quarrelling with the Earl's condufb upon certain 
points, the Secretary would, in a little eimc after, 
frankly own that he was altogether miftaken. 

Laftly, I cannot excufe the remiffnefs of thofe, whofe 
bufinefs it (hould have been, as it certainly was their 
interert, to ha^ e intcrpofed their good offices for healing 
this unhappy breach among the xnlnifters : But of thu 
1 have already fpoken. 



CHAP. II. 



[Written about a Year aftefr^ 



HAviNG proceeded thus far, I thought it would be 
unneceflary to fay any thing upon the other head, 
relating to the defign of bringing in the Pretender : 
For, upon the Earl of Oxford's impeachment, the gen- 
tlemen of the prevailing fide aflured me, that the whok 
myilery would be foon laid open to the world, and were 
ready to place the merit of their caufe upon that iffue: 
This difcovery we all expcded from the Report of the 
Secret Committee: But, when that treatife appeared, 
(whoever were the compilers) we found it to be rather 
the work of a luxuriant fancy, an a bfolute Hate pamph- 
let, arguing for a caufe, than a dry recit^il of fafts, or 
a tranfcript of letters ; and, for wh:it related to die 
Pretender, the authors contented themfehes with in- 
forming the public, that the whole intrigue was pri- 
vately carried on in perfonal treaties between the Earl 
of Oxford and the Abbe Gaultier^ which muft needs be 
a dodrine hard of digeflion to thofe who have the leaft 
knowledge either of the Earl or the Abbe, or upon 

what 
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what foot the latter ftood at that time with the Englijb 
miniRry : I conceive that whoever is at diflance enough 
to be out of fear either of a vote or a meflenger, will 
be as eaiily brought to believe all the Popifh legends 
together. And to make Aich an aflertion, in a public 
report delivered to' the Houfe of Commons, without 
the leaft attempt to prove it, will fome time or other 
be reckoned fuch a ilrain upon troth and probability 
as is hard to be equalled ra a Spanifh romance. I think 
it will be allowed, that the articles of high treaion 
drawn up againft the Earl were not altogether founded 
upon the rei ort, or at leafl that thofe important hints 
about bringing in the Pretender were more proper ma- 
terials to furnifli out a pamphlet tian an impeachment; 
fince this accufation hath no part even among the high 
crimes and mifdemeanors. 

But, notwithftanding all this, and that the Earl of 
Oxfordy after two years reiidcnce in the Tower, was at 
length difmi/Ted without any trial ; yet the reproach 
ilill went on> that the Queen's lall miniftry, in concert 
with their Miftrefs, were deeply engaged in a defign 
to fet the Pre|eii4^r ^P^*^ ^^ throne The cultivating 
of which acca&tion I impute to the great goodnefs of 
thofe in power, who are ib gracious to ailign a reafon, 
or at leali give a countenance for that fudden and u-> 
niverfal fweep they thou^>ht fit to make on their firil 
appearance ; whereas they might as well have fpared 
that ceremony, by a (hort recourfe to the royal prero- 
gative, which gives every Prince a liberty of chufing 
what fervants he wiU. 

There are two points which I believe myfelf able to 
make out. Firft, that neither the late Queen nor her 
ninifters did ever entertain a deHgn of bringing in the 
Pretender daring her Majefty's life, or that he fhould 
Aicceed after her dcceafc. 

Secondly* that if they conceived fuch a de^gn, it 
was abfolutcly neceffary to profecute it from the firft 
year of their miniftry ; becaufe, for at leaft a year be- 
fore the Queen's death, it was impoffible to have put 
fuch a defign in execution. 

I muft pr^mife with three circumftances wl>ich have 
a great efteCt on mei and muft have the like u^ocw 

Vol. X. . F <S5.Qfe 
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' thofe among my friends who have any tolerable opi- 
nion of my veracity, and it is only thofe that I offer 
them, 

I remember, during the late treaty of peace, dif- 
<ourfing at feveral times with fome very eminent per- 
fons of the oppofitc fide, with whom I had long ac- 
quaintance, I aflc'ed them ferioufly, whether they or 
any of their friends did in earneft believe, or iafpeft, 
the Queen or the miniftry to have any favourable re- 
gards towards the Pretender ? They all confeffed for 
thenifelves, that they believed notiiing of the matter ; 
and particularly a perfon, at prefent in great emrloy- 
xnent, faid to me with much franknefs, ** You fet up 
the Church and Sache'verel againft us, and we iet up 
Trade and the Pretender againft you." 

The fecond point 1 would obferve is this, That,du. 
ring the courfe o^ the late miniftry, upon occafion of 
the libels every day thrown about, I had the cariofity 
to a& almoft every perfon in great employment, whe- 
ther they Icnew, or had heard, of any one particular 
Juan (except thofe who profeiTed to be Nonjurors) that 
difcovered the leaft inclination towards the Pretender; 
and the i;vhole number they could mnfter up did not a* 
mount to above five or fix, among which one was a 
certain old Lord lately dead, and one a private gentle- 
man, of little confequence, and of a broken fortune : 
Yet I do not believe rayielf to have omitted any one 
great man that came in my way, except the Duke of 
Buckingham^ in whofe company I never was above once 
or twice at moil : I am, therefore, as confident as a 
man can be of any truth which will not admit a de- 
monftration, that, upon the Queen's death, if wc except 
Papifts and Nonjurors, there could not be five hundred 
perfons in Rnglandy of all ranks, who had any tfaoaghti 
of the Pretender; and, among thefe, not fix of any qua- 
lity or confequence : But how it hath come to pais 
that feveral millions are faid to have fince changed 
their fentiments, it fhall not be my part to inquire. 
• The laft point is of the fame ftrain, and I offer it^ 
ke the two former, to convince only thofe who arc 
tiling to believe me on my own word ; that having 
tn, for the fpace of almoft foai^ years, s^ry nearly 
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and perpetually converfant with thofe who had the 
greateft fhare of power, and this, in their times of lei- 
fure as well as bufinefs, I could never hear one finglc 
word to be let fall in favour of the Pretender, although 
^ was curious enough to obferve, in a particular man- 
ner, what paiTed upon that fubjeft. P^ndi I caonot but 
think, that, if fuch an affair had been in agitation, I 
mud have had either very bad luck, or a very fmall 
(hart of common underftanding, not to have dii'cover- 
ed {om^ grounds, at lead, for fufpicion. Becaufe I 
never yet knew a nninifter of Hate, or indeed any other 
itian, fo great a mafter of fecrecy, as to be able, among 
thofe he nearly converfed with, wholly to conceal his 
opinions, however he may cover his defigns. This I 
fay, upon a fuppofition that they would have held on 
the mafk always before mCj which, however, I have 
no reafon to believe. And, I confefs, it \% with the 
cjf pence of fbme patience that I hear this matter fum- 
marily determined by thofe whir had no advantages of 
knowing any tiling that paffedjOtherwife than v^hat t]:cy 
fpund in a libel or a coffee- houil*; or, at biii, fiom ge- 
neral rearoningft. built upon mid^k-n lacls. Now, al- 
though what. I have hithertQ faid upon tliis point can 
have no influence further than my own perfbnal credit 
reachcth, y^^ I confefs, 1 fhali never be brought to 
change my opinion, till fome ont^ who had more op- 
portunities than 1, win be able to produce any iingle 
particular from the letters, the difcooHes, or the ac- 
tions of thof« miniilers, a$ a proof of what they ai- 
led ge, which hath not yet been attempted or pretend- 
ed. 

But, I believe, there may be fevenil arguments of 
another nature produced, which can make it very evi- 
dent to thofe who will hear reafon, that the Queen's 
minifters never had it in their thoughts to alter the fuc- 
ceffion of the crown. 

For, firfl, when her Majefty had determined to change 
her fervants, it is very well known that thofe, whom 
fhe appointed to fucceed them, were generally account- 
ed fevourers of what is called the Low- church party, 
not only my Lords Oxford^ Bolingbroke, and Harcourt^ 
hut^a great majority of the reft : Among which I caa 
E 2. imisiit A!v2L\5i^v^ , 
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immediately name the Dukes of Sbre*ujbwj^ Newca/b, 
and Jrgyle ; the Earls of Petirhorow^ Rivers, Strafftrd^ 
IliTf, and Orrery \ the Lords Man/el, and Majham^ with 
ieveral others whom I cannot at prefent reco)le6L 
Whereas, of the other party, the Dukes ofOrmondznd 
JBuckingham, and the Earl ot Dnrtmoutbj were the only 
perfons introduced at firil, and very few afterwards : 
Which, I fuppofe, will clearly evince, that the bring- 
ing in of the Pretender was not the original fcheme of 
fuch minifters, and that they were by no means proper 
inftrumcnts for fuch a work. 

And whoever knew any thing of the Queen's di(po- 
fition, muft believe ihe had no inclinations at all in fa- 
vour of the Pretender : She was highly and publicly 
difpleafed with my Lord Bolinghreke, becaufe he was 
feen under the fame roof with that perfon at an Opera, 
when his Lordihip was fent to France upon fome diffi* 
culties about the peace; Her Majefly faid, that he 
ought immediately to have withdrawn, upon the ap- 
pearance of the other; wherein, to fpeak with free- 
dom, I think her judgment was a little miflaken. And, 
at her toilet, among her women, when mention hap- 
pened to be made of the Chevalier, fhe would frequent- 
ly let fall expreflions of fuch a nature, that made it 
manifejft how little fhe deferved thofe reproaches which 
have been call on her iince her death, upon that ac- 
count. 

Befides, I have already faid that her Majefty began 
thofe changes at court for no other caufe than' her per- 
fonai difpleafure againfl a certain family, and their 
allies ; and from the hope (he had to obtain a peace, 
by the removal of fome whofe intercft it was to obftraA 
it : That when the former Chancellor, Prefident, and 
others came to her, determined to deliver op their em- 
ployments, flie preffed them fomewhat more than it 
became her dignity, to continue in their ftationa ; of 
which, I fuppofe, my Lord Co^wper is yet a living wit- 
nefs. 

1 am forced to repeat what I have before obferved, 
that it was with the utmoft difficulty fhe could be ever " 
perfuaded to difmifs any perfon upon the fcore of par- 
ty, and that (he drove \ier mm\&w^ vciXft xVi^ ^reateft 
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diftrefs, upon my JiOrd Nottingham % vote againil any 
peace without Spaing for want of fpeaking to one or • 
two depending Lords, although with the lad danger 
of brtraking the meafures fhe was m oft fond of towards 
fettling the repofe of Europe, She had, befides, upon 
the removal of the Ducheis of Marlbcrough^ chofen a- 
nother great Lady f to fucceed, who quickly grew in- 
to higher credit than all her minifters together : A 
Lady openly profe/Ung the utmoft averfion/ from the 
perfons, the principles, and meafures of thofe who 
were then in power, and excelling all, even of her own 
fex, in every art of infinuation ; And this her Majefty 
thought fit to do,, in oppoiition to the ftrongeft repre* 
fentations that could poiTibly be made to her, of the in* 
conveniencies which would enfue. Her only objeflion 
again ft fevcral clergymen, recommended to her for 
promotions in the churchy was their being too violent 
in party. And a Lady». in high favour with her, hath 
frequently ailured me, that whenever ftie moved the 
Queen to difcard fome perfons, who, upon all occa- 
fions, with great virulence, oppofed the court; her 
Majefty would conftantly refufe, and, at the fame^ime, 
condemn her for too much party-zeal. 

But, beiide all this, there never was a more ftale or 
antiquated caufe than that of the Pretender, at the time 
when her Majefty chofe her laft mioifters, who were 
moft of them children or youths, when King James IL 
abdicated : I'hey found a prince upon the throue, be- 
fore they were of years to- trouble themfelves with 
fpeculiuions upon government; and, confequently, 
could have no fcruples of confcience in fubmitting to 
the prefent powers, iince they hardly remembered any 
other; And, truly, . this was in general the cafe of the 
whole kingdom : For the adherents of King Jama II, 
were all cither dead or in exile, or funk in obfcority, 
laden with years and want; fo that if any guilt were 
contradted by the Revolution, it was generally under- 
flo«d that our anceftors were only to anfwer for it. 
And I am confident, with> an exception to profefled 
Nonjurors, tliere was not one man in ten thoufand^ 
through Englandy who had other (etvUrcictix^. ^vit ^"w^ 
F 3 . ^^ 
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the contrary opinion be defended, by arguing the pro- 
digious difafFeftion at prefent, bccaufe the fame thing 
hath happened before from the fame caufes in our own 
country, and within the memory of man, although not 
with the fame event. 

But fuch a di^affedion could hardly have been raifed 
againfl an abfent prince, who was only in expeflation 
of the throne; and, indeed, I cannot but reckon it as 
a very Itrong argument for the good difpofition, both in 
the miniftry and kingdom, towards the Houfe of HanO' 
nfer, that, during my Lord Oxford\ adminiftration, 
there was never thrown out the lead refledtion againfl 
*that illuflrious Houfe, in any libel or pamphlet ; which 
would hardly have happened, if the fmall party -writers 
could have thought, that, by fuch a performance, they 
would have made their court to thofe in power ; and 
which would certainly have been a very ufeful prelimi- 
nary, if any attempt had been intended towards alter- 
ing the fuccefCon to the crown. But, however, to fay 
the truth, inveflives againfl the abfent, and with whom 
we have nothing to do, although they may render per- 
fons little and contemptible, can hardly make them 
odious : For hatred is produced by motives of a very 
different nature, as experience hath Ihewn. And al- 
though politicians afHrm it more eligible for a prince to 
be hated than defpifed, yet that maxim is better calca- 
lated for an abfolute monarchy than for the climate of 
England, But I am fenfible this is a digreflion ; therefore ' 
I return. 

The treaties made by her Majefty with France and 
Bpain^ were calculated in feveral points diredlly againft 
the Pretender, as he hath now found to his coft, and 
as it is manifefl to all the world. Neither could any 
thing be more fuperficial than the politics of thofe who 
could be brought to think that the Regent of France 
would ever engage in meafures againfl the prefent King 
of England, and how the grimace of an ambaffador^s tai> 
king or not taking his public charadier, as in the cafe of 
the Earl of Stairs, fhould ferve fo long for an amufementy 
cannot fufficiently be wondered at. What can be plainer 
than that the chief intere& of the Duke of Oriurns i$ 
woven and twiftcd with tViaxot l^m^Oeor^e \^xi^^%a^ 
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Whether it fhall be thought convenient to AiiFer the 
young King of France to live longer, or not ? For, in 
the fecond cafe, the Regent perf?Aly agrees with our 
prefent King in this particular circumftance, that the 
whole order of fucceffion hath been broken for his fake ; 
by which means he likewife will be incumbered with a 
Pretender, and thereby engaged, upon the ftrongcft 
motives, to prevent the union of France and Spmn un- 
der one monarch. And, even in the other cafe, the 
chance of a boy's life, and his leaving heirs-male of 
his body, is fo dubious, that the hopes of a crown to 
the Regent, or his children, will certainly keep that 
prince, as long as his power continues, very firm in 
his alliance with England, 

And, as this defign was originally intended and a- 
vowed by the Queen's miniflers, in their treaties with 
France and Spain^ fo tlie events have fully anfwered in 
every particular. The prefent King fucceeded to thefe 
crowns with as hearty and univerfal a difpofition of the 
people, as could poflibly confift wiih the grief for the 
lofs of fo gracious and excellent a Princefs as her late 
Majefty > The. parliament was moil unanimous in doing 
^ytx'^ thing that could endear them to a new Monarch. 
The general peace did entirely put an end to any 
defign which France or Spain might probably have laid 
to make a diver fionr by an invafion upon Scotland^ with 
the Pretender at the head, in cafe her Majefly had hap- 
pened to die during the courfe of the war : And, upon 
the death of the late French King, the Duke q{ Orleans 
fell immediately into the ilrideft meafures with England \ 
as the Queen and her minifters eafily forefaw it would 
be necefl'ary for him to do, from every reafon that could 
regard his own intereft. If the Queen had died but a 
fhort time before the peace, and either of the two great 
powers engaged againft us had thought fit to have 
thrown fome troops into Scotland ^ although it could not 
have been a very agreeable circumHance to a fucceffor 
and a ilranger. yet the univerfal inclinations at that 
time in En^and towards the Houfe of Hano<uery would, 
in all probability, have prevented the confequenc^^ ^^ 
foch an enterprize. But, on the ot\vti ^\d^^ \^ >^^^^x 
jkad condnacd a year longer thaii Yiw'^%^^'^>^'^^* 
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and the fame caufes had been applied to prodace tfie- 
fame eifeds upon the aiFedions of the people, the ifibe' 
mufl inevitably have been either a long and bloody 
civil war, or a fudden revolution. So that no incident; 
could have arrived more efFedlual to fortify the King's 
title, and fecure his poiTefTion, than that very peace 
fo.much exploded by one party, and fo juftly celebca- 
ted by the other; in continuing to declare which opi* 
nions, under the prefent fituation of things,, it is not 
very improbable that they may both be in jell. 

But if any articles of that peace were like to endan- 
ger the Proteftant fuccelTioA, how'could it come to pafs 
that the Dutchy who were guarantees of that fucceffion^ 
and valued for zealous defenders of it, fhould be ih 
ready with their offers to comply with every article ; and 
this for no greater a reward than a (hare in the Afftent9 
trade, which the oppofers of peace reprefented to be 
only a trifle. That the fafl is true, I appeal to Mon« 
fieur de Buys^ who, upon fome difficulties the miniftry 
were under by the Earl of Nottingham % vote againft. 
any peace while ^/^z;/ continued in the Bourbon family^ 
undertook to make that matter eafy, by getting a full 
approbation from the States, his Mafters,. of all her 
Majefty's proceedings, provided they might be fharen 
in that trade. I can add this further, that fome months 
after the conclufion of the peace, and arpidft all the ap* 
pearing difcontents of the Dutch, a gentleman who had 
long refided in Hollandy and was occufionally employ** 
ed by the minifters here, afTured me that he had power 
from the Penfioner to treat with the Earl of Oxford^ 
about fending hither an -extraordinary embafly from< 
Hollandy to declare that the States were fully fatisf ed 
with the whole plan of the peace, upon certain condi*^ 
tions, which were eafy and honourable, and fuch as 
had no relation at all to the Pretender. How this hap* 
pened to fail, T never inquired, nor had any difcoaFfe 
about it with thofe in power. For then their afFairs 
were growing defperate, by their quarrels among them- 
felves, and by the Earl of Oxford^s declination irf the 
Queen's favour ; both which became fo public, as well 
as her Majefty's bad flate of health, that, I foppofe, 

thofe 
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thofe circumftances might ea£ly cool the Duicb politi* 
cians in that purfuit. 

I remember to have heard it objedled again ft the late 
miniftry, as an inftance of their inclination towards the 
Pretender, that they were carelefs in cultivating a good 
correfpondence with the Houle of Hano*ver. And, on 
the other fide, I know very well what continual painSr 
were employed to fatisfy and inform the Eleflor, and 
his miniilers, in every ftep taken by her Majcily, and 
what oFcrs were made to' his Highnefs for any 
further fecurities of the fucceflion in him and his 
family, that could coniift with the honour and fafcty 
of the Queen. To this purpofc were all the inftruc- 
tions given to Earl Ri^vers, Mr Tbomai Harley^ Lord 
Clarendon, and fome others. But all endeavours were 
rendered abortive- by a fooliOi circumftance, which 
hath often made me remember the common obfervation, 
of the greateft events depending frequently upon the 
loweft, vileft, and obfcureft caufes : And this is never 
more verified than in courts, and the iflues of public 
affairs, whereof I could produce, from n\y own know- 
ledge and obfervation, three or four very furprizing in- 
ilances. I have feen an old bed-maker *, by oflicioufly 
going to one door when gratitude as well as common 
lenfe fhould have fent her to another, become the in- 
ftrument of putting the nation to the expence of fome 
thoufand lives, and feveral millions of money. I have 
known as great an event from the ftupidity, or wiJfuU 
nefs of a beggarly Dutchman f, who lingered on pur- 
pofe half an hour at a vifit, when he had promifed to 
be fomewhere elfe. Of no greater dignity was that 
circumftance, which rendered ineffectual all endeavours 
of the late miniftry to eftablifh thcmfelves in the good 
graces of the court of Hanofver, as I fhall particularly 
relate in another work. It may fuftice to hint at pre- 
fent, that a delay in conveying a very inconfiderable 
fum, to a very inconfiderable French vagrant J, gave 

the 

* Mrs Foiffott, nccdTary. woman to the Queen, prefeired f that 
employment by my I^dy Mafiam. 

f Carew Lord Hunfden, born and bred in Holland. 

J Robitlan, then at Hancver, but in the fcrvice of feme other 
German Prince^ it is not known how, got into fome credit with tilt 
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the opportunity to a more induftrioas party^ of cor^ 
ruptine that channel through which. all the ideas of 
the dilpofitions and defignb of the Queen, the minifters, 
and the whole Britiflj nation were conveyed. 

The fecond point which 1 conceive myfelf able to 
make out, is this : That, if the Queen*s minifters had, 
with or without the knowledge of their Miftrefs* en- 
tertained any thoughts of altering the fucceiiion in fa- 
vour of the Pretender, it was abfolutely neceffary for 
them to have beji^n, and profecuted that deiign, a» 
fopn as they came into her Majefty's fervicc. 

There were two circumftances which would have 
made it neceflUry for them to have loft no time. Firft, 
becaufe it was a work that could not po£ibly be done 
on a i'udden. For the whole nation, almoft to a man, 
excepting profeffed Nonjurors, had conceived the ut- 
nioft abnorrence of a PopiOi iuccefTor. And, as ( have 
already obferved, the fcruple of confcience, upon the 
point of loyalty,, was wholly confined to a few antiquated 
Nonjurors, who lay ftarving in obfcurity. So that, ia- 
order to have brought fuch an affair about in a parlia- 
mentary way, fome years muft have been employed to 
turn the bent of the nation, to have rendered one per- 
fon odious and another amiable ; neither of which it. 
to be foon compared towards abfent princes, anlefs by 
comparing them with thofe of whom we have had experi- 
ence, which, was not then the cafe. 

The other circumftance was the bad condition of tho^ 
Queen's health ; her Majefty growing every day more 
unwieldy, and the gout, with other disorders, increafin^ 
on her ; fo that whoever was near the court, for about th« 
two laft yearsof her reign, might boldly have fixed the pe- 
riod of her life to a very few months, without pretend- 
ing to prophefy. And how little a time the minifters 
had for (o great a work as that of changing the fucceflion 
of the crown, and how difficult the very attempt would 
have been, may be judged from the umbrage taken by 
feveral Lords of the Church-party, in the laft year of 
her reign, who appeared under an apprehenfion^'that 
the very quarrels among the minifters might poflibly be 
of fome difadvantage to the Houfe of Hanover. And 
the univerfal declarapion, both among Lords and Com- 

xaoas». 
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mons^ at that time, as well in favour of the' Eledor aa 
againft the Pretender, are an argument beyond all con- 
vidlion that fome years muft have been fpent in alter- 
ing the difpoiitions of the people. Upon this pcca* 
£on, I (hall not foon forget what a great minlAer then 
faid to me, and which I have been fince aiTured waa 
likewife the Duke of Shre^Jbuty^s opinion. That there 
could oe no doubt of the Elector's undifturbed fuccef- 
iion ; but the chief difficulty lay in the future difaiFec- 
tion of the church, and people, and landed intereil, 
from that univerfal change of men and measures, which 
he forefaw would arrive. And it muil.be, to all im- 
partial men, above a thoufand witnefTes, how innocent 
her Majcl^y's fervants were upon this article; that,, 
knowing fo well through what channels all favour was 
to pafs upon the Queen's demife, that, by their coming 
into power, they had utterly, and for ever, broken 
all meafures with the oppofite party ; and that, in the 
beginning of their adminiftration, there wanted not, 
perhaps, certain favourable jundures, which fome fu- 
ture circumftances would not have failed to cultivate; 
yet their anions fhewed them fo far from any view to- 
wards the Pretender, that they negltited purfuing 
thofe meafures which they had conflantly in their power, 
not only ot fecuring themfelves, but the inttreit of 
the church, without any violence to the Proteftant fuc- 
ceffion in the perlon of the Eledori And this unhap- 
py negledl 1 take to have been the only difgrace of 
their miniftry. To prevent this evil was, I confcfs, 
the chief point wherein all my little politics termina- 
ted ; and the methods were eafy and obvious. But 
whoever goes about to gain favour with a prince by 
a readincfs to enlarge his prerogative, althouglr out of 
principle and* opinion, ought to provide that he be not 
out- bid by another party, however profeffing jl con- 
trary principle. For I never yet read or heard of any 
party a^ing in oppofition to the true intercft of their ' 
country, whatever republican denominations th y af- 
fe&ed to be diftinguiihed by, who would not be con- 
tented to chaffer public liberty for perfonal power, or 
for an opportunity of gratifying their revenge. ^'" 
which truth Greect and Romt^ as well as many ot 
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Hices, will furoifl] plenty of examples. This reilefUoft 
I could not we:l forbear, alihoagh it may be of little 
ufc further than to difcover my own refentment. And 
yet. per:iaps, that m'.slortune oaght rather to be im* 
puted to the want of concert and confidence, than of 
prudence or courage. 

1 mull here take nocice of an accnfation charged op* 
on the late mm.ilry, by the Houfe of Commons, that 
they put a lie. or falfehood, into the Queen'^ mouth, 
to be delivered to her parliament MfTJbcmaj Harlff 
\(-as fent co the Eledor of Hanover with inllrudtiOns, to 
offer his H.ghnefs any further fecurities, for lettling 
the facceflioTi in him and his family, that couid confitt 
with her Majeity's honour and fafety. This gentle- 
man writ a letter to the Secretar) of State, a little be- 
fore his return from Hanover , fignifying in diredt terms, 
that the Elector exprefled himielt fausfied in the Queen's 
proceedings, and defired fo live in confidence ivith her. 
He writ to the fame purpofe to one of the Under-fecre- 
taries, and mentioned the fad as a thing that mnch 
ple»fed him, and what he defired might be as Dublic 
as poflible. Both chefe let ers I have read ; and the 
Queen, as (he had reafon to fuppofe, being fufficiently 
authorized by this notice from h.r minifter, made men- 
tion of that information in a fpeech from the throne* 
If the fadl were a lie, it is what I have not heard Mr 
Harley to have been charged with. From what hath 
fmce paifird in the world, I ihould indeed be inclined 
to grant, it might have been a compliment in his High- 
neis, and perhaps underllood to be fo by the Queen; 
but, without queftion, her Majefty had a fair excuie to 
take the Eledor according to the literal meaning of 
his words. And if this be fo, the imputation of ni^'^- 
hood mufl remain where thcfe accufers of that excel- 
lent Princefs's veracity will, I fuppofe> not profefs (at 
lead) 2n inclination to place it. 

I am very willing to mention the point, wherein, ai 
I faid, all my little politics terminated, and wherein I 
may pretend to know that the minifters were of the 
fame opinion ; and would h ive put it in practice, if it 
had pleafed God to let them conunae to a^ with any 
kind of unanimity. 

I hare 
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1 have already obfcrvcd, how well it was known at 
court what meafiircs the Eleftor intended to follow, 
whenever his fucceffion (hould take place ; and what 
hands, he would employ in the adminillra'tion of his af- 
feirs. I have likewife mentioned fome tads and rea- 
fons, which influenced and fixed his Highnefs m that 
determination, notwtthfbiDding all poifible endeavours 
to divert him from it. Now, if we confidcr the dif- 
poiitions oiEngLmd at that time> whenalmolt the whole 
body of the clergy, a vaft majority of the landed intereft, 
and of the people in general, were of the Church-party; 
it muft" be granted th.t one or ^wo ads, which might 
have pafled in ten days, would have put k utterly out of 
the power of the fucceflbr to have procured a Houfe of 
Commons of a different (Ump> and this with very little 
dimintttion to the prerogative ; which ads might have 
been only temporary. For the ufual arts to gain par- 
liaments can hardly he applied with fuccefs after the 
eledion, againll a majority, at lead, of three in four ; 
becaufe the trouble and expence would be too great, 
befide the lofs of reputation. For, neither could fuch 
a number of members find their account in point of 
profit, nor would the crown be at (b much charge and 
hazard merely for the fake of governing by a fmall 
party, againfl the bent and genius of the nation. And» 
as to all attempts of influencing eiedors, they would 
have been fufficiently piK>vided for bv the fcheme in« 
tended. I iuppofe it need not be added, that the go- 
vernment of England cannot move a flop, while the 
Houfe of Commons continues to diflike proceedings, 
or perfons employed, at leaft in an age where parlia« 
Hients are grown fo frequent, and are made fo necefTa* 
ry : Whereas a mimfter is but the creature of a day ; 
and a Houfe of Lords hath been modelled in many 
reigns^ by enhrgmg the number, as well as by other 
obvious expedients. 

The judicious reader will foon comprehend how eafi- 
)y the legiflature, at that time, could have provided a- 
gaiaft the power and influence of a court, or miniflry, 
in future eledions, without the lead injury to the fuc- 
ceflion, and even without the modern invention of per- 

VoL, X, G petuating 
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]icluatin]a: 'liemfclves; which, however, I siifli wesicA 
grant tn be one of the moil efFedual, vigoroa, «iid re- 
lolutr procccdinp.B that I have jet met vitk ia rca^^ 
or infoiiiintion. For the long pariiamcnt ■sder Ka$ 
Chitflti I. Hlthough it (hould 1^ allowed afptod i 
utv. will haiiily amount to an example. 

I mud agnin uw and repeat^that tlKxfe who < 
the VtM\ ot (jA/crJ, and the reft of that miniH ry , witfc 
a dcfif^n of altcrmg the fucceffioa of the ciowb ia &• 
vour of the Pretender, will, perbapi, be at iomc dtf- 
jKrulty to ftx the time when that defign was in agitacioe; 
For. if fuch an attempt had beean with their pcNrer. 
it in not c ify to affign a teafon why it did nor faccced ^ 
hroAiifr there were ceruin periods when her Majciy 
ami her ftrvanti wrre extremely popular, and the 
IliMilc o^ IUif*ver not altogether fo much, upon ac- 
count of fume brh::viour and management in one or 
two of their niinilKrn here, and fome other circnmAaa- 
cm that iii.iy better be pafTed over in filence : AH 
\w\\\K h, however, had no other confequence than that 
(il If p<fatc'd incnUiCS of kindneffl^ and aflurance to the 
Klrillor. Durinj* the L.ft two years of the Queen *s life, 
Itrr health wa.i in i'uch n cunilition, that it was wonder- 
<*il how ihr COD Id hold out fo long : And then, as I 
have already obferved, it was too late and hazardous 
to rn(»a(»e m an encerprize which required ib much 
time, nnd whieh the miniiters thcmfelves had rendered 
iiupiartieablc I y the whole courfe of their former pro- 
en (tin };>,s, a.i well ns by the continuance and heighten- 
ing; ot thole din'cnfions which had early rifcn among 
then). 

The pnrty now in power will eafily agree that this 
dcfif^n of overthrowing the fuccciEon could not be 
owiii{» to any principle of confcience in thofe whom 
they accufe ; f(.r they knew very wHl, by their own ex- 
pciiencc and ohfcrvation, that fuch kind of fcruples 
h:ivc piven but fmall difturbance ot late years in tnefe 
kii'odnms. bincc iniercft is therefore the -only teft by 
wl:ich w«r are to ju<.lgc the intentions of tho/e who ma- 
nag- J ublic affairs, it would have been hut reafonable 
to have ihcwn how the intcrcft of the Queen^s mini- 

ftcrs 
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ders could be advanced by introducing the Pretender^ 
berore they were charged with fuch an intention. Her 
Majefty was feveral years younger than her intended 
fucceflbr, and, at the beginning of that miniftry, had 
no diforders except the gout, which is not ufu ally 
reckoned a ftiortner of life ; and thofi in chief trull 
were, generally fpeaking, older than their Mjftrcfj : 
So that no perfons^ had ever a fairer profptdl of run- 
ning on the natural life of an Englijh miniftry ; con- 
fidering, likewife, the general vogue of the kingdom, 
at that time, in their favour. And it will be hard to 
find an inftance in hiftory of a fet of men, in full pof- 
feflion of power, fo fanguine as to form an entcrprize 
of overthrowing the government, without the vifible 
profpedl of a general defection, which- (then at leaft) 
was not to be hoped for. Neither do 1 believe it was 
ever heard of, that a miniftry in fuch circumftances 
durft engage in fo dangerous ah attempt, without the 
.direfl commands of their Sovereign. And as to the 
perfons then in fervice, if t^ey may be allowed to have 
common fenfe, they would much fooner have fnrreh- 
dered their employments, than hazard the lofs of their 
heads at fo great odds, before they had tried or chan- 
ged the difpofition of the parliament ; which is an^r- 
cufation^ that, I think, none of their libellers have char- 
ged upon them^ at leaft till towards the end of their 
miniftry ; and then very abfurdly, hecaufe the want of 
time, and other circumftances, rendered fuch a work 
impo{Hble,'for feveral reafons which 1 have already re- 
lated. 

And whoever coniiders the late Queen ,^ fo little en- 
terprizing in her nature, fo much given to delay, and 
at the fame time fo obftinate in her opinions, (as rgfii- 
nsfs is commonly attended with flownefs) fo great a 
purfucr of peace and quiet, and io exempt from the 
two powerful paftions of love and hatred 5 will hardly 
think ftie had a fpirit turned for fuch an undertaking ; 
if we add to this, the contempt fhe often exprcfled U)r 
the perfon and concerns of the Chevalier, her brother^ 
of which I have already laid enough to be underftood. 

It hath been objcded again ft the late Queexv ^tviL^sx 
fervants, as a marJk of no favourable divl^'^^uww \»- 
G z >ii«^ 
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wards the Houfe q^ Hanthver, that the Eledloral Prince 
was not invited to refide in Evgland: And, at the fame 
time, it ought to be pbfsrved, that this objefkion was 
laifed and fprtad by the leaders of that party/ who 
firft oppofed the coonfel of inviting him, offering, a- 
■jnong other argoments againft it, the example of Queen 
ElizMbeth, who would not fo much as fuffer her fuccef- 
for to be declared, expreillng herfclf, that (he luwld 
not live with her grave-Hone always in her fight ; al- 
though the cafe be by no means parallel between tht 
two Queens. For, in her late Majefty's reign, the 
crown was as firmly fettled on the Hanrvir Family as 
the legiflature could do it : And the queAion was only, 
whether the prefumptive heir, of diilant kindred, ihould 
keep his court in the iame kingdom and metropoUt 
with the Sovereign, while the nation was torn between 
difilrcnt parties, to be at the head of that fa£kion, 
which her Majcfty and the body of her people utterly 
difapproved : And, therefore, the leaders on both fides, 
when they were in power, did poficively determine this 
queflion in the negative. And, if we may be allowed 
to judge by events, the reafons were coeent enough ; 
fince differences may happen to arife between two 
princes the mofl nearly allied in blood ; although it 
be true indeed, that, where the duty to a parent is 
/tdded to the allegiance of a fubje£l, the confequence 
cf Family -diii'en tic ns may not always be confxderable. 

for my own part, I freely told my opinion to the 
niiniiters ; and did afterwards offer many reafons for it 
in a diibourfe intended for the public, (but Hopped by 
the Queen's death) that the young grandfon (who4 
name 1 cannot remember) fliould be invited over to b^ 
educated in England^ by which, I conceived, the Queen 
might be fecured from the influence of cabals and fae- 
tions ; the zealots, who affeded to believe the fuccef- 
fion in danger, could have no pretences to complain ; 
and the nation might one day hope to be governed by 
a Prince of EngUjh manners and language, as well as 
acquainted with the true conflitution of church and 
flate. And this was the judgment of thofe at the helm 
before i offered it : Neither were they or their Mifbefs 

*ie blamed, that fuch a rcfolucion was not parfned. 

Pcrha^» 
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Perhaps, from what hath fincc happened, the reader- 
will be able to fatisfy himfelf. 

I have now laid all I could think convenient (cono 
fidering the time wherein I am writing) upon thofe two - 
points, which I propofed to difcouiie on; wherein I 
have dealt with the utmoft impartiality, and,- 1 think, 
upon the faireft fuppofition, which is that of allowing 
men to adt upon the jnotives of their interefts and their 
paiiions: For I am not fo weak as to think one mini- 
&ry more virtuous than another, nnlefs by chance, or 
by extraordinary prudence and virtue of the Prince ; 
which laft, taking. mankind in the lump, and adding 
the great counterbalance; of royal education, is a very 
rare accideiAt ; and, where it happens, is even then of 
little ure,.wKbnia6tion8 are violent. But it fo falls out, 
that, among contending parties in England^ the general 
intereft of church and Sate is more die private intereft 
of one fide than the other ; fo that, whoever profeffeth 
to a£l upon a principle of obferving the laws of his 
country, may have a fafe rule to follow, by difcover- 
ing whofe particular advantage it chiefly is, that the 
conftitution fhould be preferved entire in all its parts. 
For there cannot, properly fpeaking, be above two 
parties in fuch a government as ours ; and one fide will 
find themfelves obliged to take in all the fubaltern de- 
nomination^ of thofe who diflike the prefent eftahlifh- 
ment, in order to make themfelves a balance againft 
the other ; and fuch a party, compofed of mixed bodies, 
although they differ widely in the feveral fundamentals 
of religion and government, and all of them from the 
true public ihtereft; yet, whenever their leaders arc 
taken into power, under an ignorant, unadlive, or ill- 
de/igning Prince, will probably, by the affifiance of 
time or force, become the majority, unlefs they be pre- 
vented* by a fleadinefs, which there is little reafon to 
hope, or by feme revolution, which there is much 
more reafon to fear. For abufes in admin iflration may 
laft much longer than politicians feem to be aware of; 
efpecially where fome bold fteps are made to corrupt 
the very founiaitf of power and legiflature : In which 
cafe, as may happen in fome llates, the whole body of 
the people are drawn in by their owa fuppofed confent» 
G 3 \s 
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to be their own enflavers j and, where will they find a 
thread to wind themfelves out of this labyrinth ? Or, 
will they not rather wifh to be governed by arbitraiy 
power, after the manner of other nations? For whoever 
confiders the coarfe of the Roman Empire after Cafear*% 
ufurpation, the long continuance of the Turkijb govern- 
ment, or the deflradion of the Gothic balance in moft 
kingdoms of Europe, will eafily fee how controulabte 
that maxim is, that, res noluru diu mede admintftrari: 
fiecaufe, as corruptions are more natural to mankind 
^an perfedions, fo they are more likely to have a 
longer continuance. For the vices of men, confidered 
as individuals, are exadily the fame when they are 
molded into bodies ; nor otherwiiie to be withheld is 
their effedts, than by good fundamental laws; in which, 
when any great breaches are made, the confequonce 
will be the fame as in the life of a particular man, 
whofe vices are feldom known to end hut with hiok* 
felf. 
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THE 

ADDRESS 

•O F T H E 

HOUSE of LORDS to the QUEEN. 

[Drawn np by Di SwiFt, at the Command of the 
Lord Treasurer, and delivered by the DukEu 
of Grafton.] 

WE your Majeft/s moft dutiful andloyal fnbjedfe, 
the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, in parliament 
aflembled, do, with the greatefl joy and fatisfadion, 
return our humble thanks to- your Majdfty for your 
moft gracious fpeech from the throRe, and for commu- 
nicating to this Heufe that peai:e is agreed on, ib ho- 
nourable to your Majefly,. and fafe and advantageous 
to your kingdoms i by which we hope, witk the blef- 
£ng of God, thai year people wiH, in.a &w years, re- 
cover themfejbves, after fo long and expenftve a war* 
"We likewife beg leave to congratulate with your M9- 
jeily upon the fuccefs of your endeavours for a general- 
peace; whereby the tranquillity and welfare of Eurefi 
will be owing (next to the Divine Providence) to your 
Majefly*s wiflom and goodnefs. We never had the 
leaft doubt hut that your Majefly, who is the greateft 
ornament and protestor of the Proteilant Religion, 
would do every thing for fecuring the ProteHant Suc- 
ceiSon ;: towards which nothing can be more neceflary 
than the perfedt harmony there is betweea your Maj<;. 
fty and the Houfe oi Hanover. Arid we do humbly 
aAure your Majefly,. that, as you are pleafed to exprefs 
your dependence (next under God) upon the duty and 
aBfe^ionof your people; we think ourfelves bound, by 
the groated ties of religion,, loyalty, and gratitude, to 
make all returns that can be due, from the moft obe- 
dient ibbjefts, to the moft indulgent Sovereign. 
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ONE Dr Hdretios was feiit from Paris, I^ T^Kf 
to Devenwordt at the Hague, widi the firft pm* 
pofals for a peace feparate with HciUmdi a year aitcr 
which the preliminaries^ at Gertmdtmhirgt were trattf- 
a6led by the Mar. D*UxilUs and Phligmac^ and after- 
wards Mtnager was privately difpatched to-tfae tkafi 
effeft. 

My Lord Straffhr/i hzd the fird intimation of theft ft- 
parate tranfa^ions of France and Hp/loMd, . from the 
Duke o^ Marlborough, (as a thing a good while before 
in agitation) and afterwards from De^fimufordt himiel^ 
who told him thslt he fent to Pari4 tbt DrHMfftims io 
cure him of a rheumatifm, which opportunity ^m^ 
took to negotiate by him. 

Htlvetius iince confirmed the fame ftory to my Lofd 
Straffori/, in the year 1720% 
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Dr S w I F t's M e m o r I a l to the Qjj e e n, 

April 15. i'j^4* 

THE change of miniftry aboat four years ago, the 
fall of the Duke of Marlhoroughy and the pro- 
ceedings (ince, in relation to the peace and treaties, 
are all capable of being vtty malicioufl)f reprefented to 
poilerity,. if they ihodd fall unclf:r. the pen of Tome 
writer of the oppofite party^^^s they probably may. 

Upon thcfe leaCbiis^ it is necefTary^ for the bonoar 
of the Queen, and in jui^ice to her iervants, that fome 
able handfhould be immediately employed to write 
the hillory of her Majcfty*s reign ; that the troth of 
things may be tranfmitted to future ages, and bear" 
down the falfehood of malicious pens. 

The Dean ef St Patrick's is ready to undertake this 
work, humbly' defiring her Majefty will pleafe to api 
point him her hiiftofiographer, not from any view of the 
profit, (which is fo inconfiderable that it will hardly, 
ierve to pay th^ cxpence of fearching offices) but fronfi 
an earned defire to fcrve his Queen and country ; for 
which that employment will qualify him, by an op- 
portunity of accefs to thofe places where papers and re* 
cords are kept, which will be nccciTary to any who un- 
dertake fuch an hidory. 
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SOME CONSIDERATIONS 

UP ON T H E 

Consequences Hoped and Te^kep 

F R O Nf THE 

DEATH of the Q^U E E N. 

Ave. 9. 1714. ' 

IN order to fit ia a clear light what I bave t^^bf 
apon this fiibjedy it will be convenient to examiae 
the ftate of the nation with reference to the two conteo^^ 
ing parties ; this cannot welLbq done withbot lbmeli& 
tie retrofpedion into the &vt laft year» of her late Ha« 
jefty's reign. 

1 have it from unqueniionabte attthorit)r» that dtf 
Duchefs of MarilforiM^ih. hvonr began to dediiie vcqi 
foon after the Queen's acceflion to the throne^ and'Ait 
the Earl of Godottbin*% held not mnch above two yean 
longer ; althougn her Majeily (no ill concealer 01 her 
affedlions) did not think fit to depiive them of thck 
power until a long time afte& 

The Duke of Marlhoroygh and the Earl of GnU^ik 
having fallen early into the interefts of the lower putfi 
for certain reafons not feaibnable here to be mentumed, 
(but which may deferve a place in the hiftory of Ait 
reign) they made large fteps that way upon the- death of 
the Prince of Denmark^ taking in feveral among As 
warmefl leaders of that fide, into the chief emplo ym c a tt 
of the ftate. Mr HarUy^ dien fecretary of ftatf, wht^ 
difliked their proceedings, and had very near overr 
thrown their whole fcheme, was removed with the ut- 
moH indignation, and about the fame time. Sir Si$m 
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IJarceurt and Mr Si Johm^ with fbme others, rolanta.i- 
]y gave up their employments. 

But the Qaeen, who had then a great efleemfor the 
perfon and abilities of Mr Harky (and in proponK>n of 
the other two, althoogh at that tiuie not equal y knowa 
to her), was deprived oi his (ervice with iome regret, 
and upon that and other motives well known at court, 
began to think herfelf hardly uied, and Several Tories 
ran aboat, whether true or falie, that her Majcfty was 
hot always treated with that duty (he might expe^ 
Mean- time the church party were loud in their com- 
plaints, fonnifing, from the virulence of feveral pamph« 
lets, fiom certain bills proje6ied to be brougiit mto 
parliament, from endeavours to repeal the facramcntaK* 
teft, from the avowed principles, and istit (peeches of 
fome perfons in power, and other jeaionfies needlefs to 
repeat, that ill defigns were forming agamft tnc reli» 
gion eflablifhed. 

The(e fears were all -confirmed by the trial 'of Df 
^achtverd^ which drew the populace, as one man, in* 
Kkj the party againft the miniftry and parliament. 

The miniftry were "^txy fofpicions, that the Queea 
had ftin a referve of favour for Mr HarUy^ which ap. 
pea red by a paflage that happened fome days after his 
removal : For, the Earl of Godolpbin^s coach and his 
happening te meet near Ktnfington^ the Earl a few hours 
after reproached the Queen, that ihe privately admitted 
Mr Harleyy and was not without fome difficulty unde* 
ceived by her Majefty's aiTeverations to the contrary. 

Soon after the Dodor*s trials this gentleman, by the 
Queen's command, and the intervention of Mrs Majham^ 
was brought up the back-flairs j and that Princefs, 
fpirited by the addrcfTes from all parts, which fhewed 
the inclinations of her fubjcdls to be very averfe from the 
proceedings in court and parliament, was refolved to 
break the united power of the Marlborough and Godolphin 
familie5, and to begin this work, by taking the difpo- 
fal of employments into her own hands : for which an 
opportunity happened by the dei.th of the Earl of EJfex^ 
lieutenant of the tower, whofe employment was given 
to the Earl Riversy to great difcontent of the Duke of 
Marllforoughy who intended it for the Duke NQtthumber^ 
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land^ then colonel of the Oxford regiment, to which thtf 
Earl oi Hartford was to fuccccd. Some time after, the 
chamberlain's ftaff was difpofed of to the Duke of 
Shre<wfiury in the abfencc, and without the privity of 
the Earl of Godolpbiu. The Earl of Sunderland*b rexno* 
val followed, and laftly that of the High Treafurcr 
himfclf, whofe office was put into commiffion, whereof 
Mr Harhy (made at the fame time chancellor of the ex« 
chequer) was one. I need fay nothing of other remo- 
vals, which are well enough known and remembered t 
let it fuffice, that, in eight or nine months time, the 
whole face of the court was altered, and very few 
friends of the former miniflry left in any great rftatioot 
there, 

I have good reafons to be afiured, that when the 
Queen began this change, (lie had no intentions to car- 
ry it fo far as the church-party expe£te i, and have fince 
been fo impatient to fee For, although (he were a 
true profciTor of the religion eftablifhed, yet the firft mo- 
tives to this alteration did not arife ficm any dangers 
(he apprehended to that or the government i but from 
a defire to get out of the dominion of fonie, who (be 
thought had kept her too njuch and too long in pupi«> 
lage. She was in her own nature extremely dilatory 
and timorous ; yet, upon fome occaftons, pofitive to a 
g^-eat degree. And when (he had got rid of thofe who 
had, as me thought, given her the moft unea(inef5, (he 
was inclined to llop, and entertain a fancy of a^ing 
upon a moderating fcheme, from whence it was very 
difficult to remove her. At the fame time I muft con- 
fefs my belief, that this imagination was put ii;to her 
head, and made uie of as an encouragement to begin 
that work; after which her advifers might think it eafier 
to prevail with her to go as far as they thought fit. 
That thefe were her Majefty's difpofitions in that con- 
junfture, may be con(irmed by many inftances. In the 
very height of the change, (he appeared \ery loth to 
part with two great officers of (late of the other patty \ 
and fome, whofe abfence the new minifters moft earned* 
ly wi(hed, held in for above two years after. 

Mr Harley^ who adled as firft minifter before he had 
the (la.iF, as he was a lover of ^cutle mealures« and in- 
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clined to procraflination, fohc could not, with any dc- 
cency, prefs the Queen too much againft her nature ; 
'becaufe it woiJd be. like running upon the rock where 
his prcdeceflbrs had fplit. But, violent humours run- 
ning both in the kingdom and the new parliament, 
againft tlie principles and perfons of the low church 
party, gave this minifter a vtry difficult part to play. 
The warm members in both houfes, efpecially among 
the commons, prefled for a thorough change, and £ 
did almoft aJI the Queen's new fcrvants, efpeciallv af- 
ter Mr Harley was made an Earl and High Trcaiurer. 
He<:ould not in good poJjcy own his want of power, 
nor fling the blame upon his Miftrefs. And, as too 
much fecrrfy was one of his faults, he would often, 
upon thefe occafions, keep his neareft friends in the 
dark. The truth is, he had likewife other views, 
which were better fuited to the maxims of ftate in ge- 
neral, than to that fituation of affairs. By leavmc; 
xnany employments in the hands of the difcontented 
party, he fell in with the Queen's humour, he hoped 
to acquire the reputation of lenity, and kept a great 
number of expectants in order, who had liberty to 
hope, while any thing remained undifpofed of. He 
feemed alfo to think, as other minifters have done, that, 
iince fadlions arc neceflary in fuch a government as 
ours, it would be prudent not altogether to lay the 
prefent one proflrate, left another more plauiiblc, and 
therefore not fo caiy to grapple with, might arife in its 
Head. 

However, it is certain that a great part t>f the load 
he bore was unjuftly laid on him. He had na favou- 
rites among the Whig-party, whom he kept in upon 
the fcore of old friendftiip or acquaintance ; and he 
was a greater objeft of their hatred than ^11 the reft of 
the miniftry together. 
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MARTYRDOM of K. CHARLES I. 



Preached at St Patrick^ DMim^ Jam. 30. 1725-6, 
being Snoday. 



Genesis xHx. 5» 6, 7. . 

'Sjmeon omJ Levi are brethren % infirumems 9f enJu 

are in their habitations, 
O my fiul^ come not thou into their feeret^ mnio ihar §U 

Jembly mine honour be not thou united i far he tbdreem 

they JU^v a man^ and in their felf'^wiil t£g9 dtnti 

dcwn a nvall. 
Curfed he their anger ^ for it nuas fierce ; and t^r «wr^ 

for it 'was cruel. I nvill diwde them in Jacob, md 

fcatter thim /^r I s r a £ L. 

IK N o w very well, that the church hath been ol^ 
ten cenfured for keeping holy this day of hamilia- 
tion» in memory of that excellent King and bleflU 
Martyr Charles I. who rather chofe to die on a icat 
fold than betray the religion and liberties of his pemdc^ 
wherewith God and the laws had entrufUd himrilv^ 
St the fame time, it is manifeft that thofe who make 
fuch cenfures are either people without any Klivion K 
all, or who derive their principles, and perhaps their 
birth, from the abettors of thofe who contrived the 
murder of that Pince, and. have not yet (hewn theworU 
that their opinions are changed. It is alledged tbai 
the obfervation of this day hath ferved to coauooe-aiid 
increafc Che animofity and enmity among oor coont^- 
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Mcn, and to difunitc Proteftants ; tlwt a law was madc^ 
upon the Reftoration of the Martyr's fon, for a gene- 
ral pardon and oblivion, forbidding all reproaches up- 
on that occafion ^ and, fince none are now alive who 
were aftors or inftrumcnts in that tragedy, it is thought 
hard and uticharitablc to keep ilp the memory of it for 
all. generations. Now,, bccaufe 1 conceive moil of you 
to be ignorant in many particulars concerning that hor- 
rid murder, and the rebellion which preceded it ; I 
will, 

Firfi, relate to you fo much of the ftory at may be 
Aifficicnt for your information : 

Secondly J I will t^ll you the confeqaenccs which this 
bloody deed had upon the/e kiiigdoms : 

And, iaftlyy 1 will (hew yotitowbat good, ufes thi$- 
folemn day of humiliation may be applied. 

As to the/rjt. In the reign of this Prince, Cbarlts the- 
Martyr, the power and prerogative of the King were 
mach greater than thc^ are in our times, and fo had 
been for at leafl 700 years before : And tht beft Princes 
we ever had carried their power mach farther than the 
bleiTed Martyr oilered t& d<hiit thrm^ft blameable parr 
ef his reign, ^ot, the laads of the crown having been^ 
prodigally bellowed to favourites, in the preceding'' 
reigns, the fucceeding Kings could not fupport them- 
/felves without taxes raifed hy parliament ; which pur 
^em under a neceifity ef freqnendy calling thofe af- 
femblies : And, the crown-lands being gotten into the 
hands of the nobility and gentry, be&de the poiTeilions 
of which the church had'been robbed by HenryVWl, ; 
power, which always follows property, grew to lean to 
the fide of the people, by whom even the juft rights 
of tlje crown were often difputed. 

But further : Upon the cruel perfecution raifcd a- 
gainll the Proteftants, under Queen Mary^ among great 
numbers who fled the kingdom to feek for fhelter, fe- 
veral went and refided at Geneva, which is a common*, 
wealth, governed without a King, and where the religi- 
on, contrived by Cahiftf is without the order of bifhops. 
When the Proteftant faith was reftored by Queen £//- 
Kolethy thofe who fltd to Getieva returned among the 
iib& home to Eft^Ia?f<i^ and were grown fo fond of the 
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;:jvernm2nt ami rcli'.;ion of the place they ha J lef^ 
tliatihey ufoJ kll potFible cnJi,MVOurs to introJacc borl 
into their own country; at the fame time continaally 
preachin;' and railing againll ceremonies and dillincl 
habitj of the clergy, taxing whatever they difliked, as 
a rciTi'iant of Po^xry, and continued extremely trou- 
Lltioine to the church and ft. te, unvler that greru 
Qii on, as well a.i htr fucceflbr King James J. Thde 
ptf)rle ciilljJ theinfelves Puritans, as pret;:nding to 
a { urer faicli than thofe of the church ertablilhed. 
And thcA: were the founders of oar dilFenters, They 
CA not thinl: it fuflicient to leave all the errors of Po- 
fivvy, but Ui re w oiF many laudable and edifying infti- 
tiiiions cf the Primitive Church, and, at laft, even the 
<.-/)Vc:nnjcnt of bifnops ; winch, havirg been ordained 
\.y the apoftlej thcmfclves, had coniiuucd without in- 
Ccii'iiption, in alt Chriftian churches, for above 1500 
years. And all this they did, not becaufe thofe things 
were evil, but becaufe they were kept by the Papi^. 
F:om thence they proceeded, by degrees, to quarrel 
u ich the kingly goveinment; becaufe, as 1 have already 
{^•id, the city of Geneva^ to which their fathers hail 
:lo'.vn for refuge, was a commonwealth, or govrernment 
cf the people, 

'Ihtlc Pun'fcws, about the middle of the Martyr's 
ic'ij^n, were grown to be a confiderable fadlion in the 
>in,:dom, and in the Lower Ho ufe of parliamenL 
Vhoy filled the public with the moil faUe and bitter 
y:\-?h again fl the bifliops and clergy, accuiing chitfly 
t^c v-ry utft among them of Poj^ery ; and, at the 
i....it* ii:.ic, the Home of Commons grew fo infolcnt 
< lid unsLfy to the King, that tlicy rwt"ufed to furnilh 
h'.'V. with r.2cv9\ny fupplics for the fupport cf his fa- 
niil;, unLfo upon fuch conditions as he could Dot'fub- 
init to witiK.'iit forfeiting his ccnfcicnce and honour, 
and even hia coronu:ion-oath. And, in fuch an extre- 
rji:>, h^iwiis forced upon a pradicc, no way juAifiab!c, 
of raifm^ UiOncy ; for which, hov\c'xtr, he had theopi- 
iilon of the ju'igjs on his fKie : For, wicked judges 
there were in ihoi'e tiir.LS as well as in ours. There 
vrre likcwifc mary complaints, and fometimes jullly, 
«.udc againit the j,iucccding.s of a certain court, called 
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thj Star-chamber J a judicature of great antiquity, but 
had fulFered fome corruptions, for which, however, the 
King was no way anfwerable. I cannot recolledt any 
more fubjefts of complaint with the Jeaft ground of 
reafon, nor is it needful to rccolleil them, becaufe this 
gracious King did, opon the firft application, redrcfs 
all grievances by an a£b of parliament, and put it oat 
of his power to do anyhardihips for the future. Bu% 
that wicked fadlion in the Houfc of Commons, not 
content with all thofe marks of his juilice and conde- 
fcenfion, urged ftill for more ; and, joining with a fac- 
tious party from Scatlatid^ who had the fame fancies in 
religion, forced him to pafs an adt for cutting off the 
head of his bed and chief minifler ; and, at the fame 
time, compelled him, by tumults and threatnings of 
a packt rabble, poifoned with the fame do£lrines, to 
pafs another la*v, by which it (hould not be in his power 
to diflblve that parliament without their own confent. 
Thus, by the grcatell weaknefs and infatuation that 
ever poffefled any man's fpirit,, this Prince did in 
efTjft fign his own deftruftiooi For the Houfe of Com- 
mons, having the reins in. their own hands,- drove ow 
furioufly; fent him ev^ry day fome unreafonable de- 
mand, and, whsn he-refufed to grant it, made ufe of 
their own power, and declared that an ordinance of 
bothHpftfes, without the King'^s confent, fhould be obey- 
ed as a iiw, contrary to ail reafon and equity, as well 
as to the fundamental conllituticn of the kingdom. 

About this time the rebellion in Inland broke out, 
wherein his parliament rcfuied to aflifl. him ; nor would 
accept his offer to come hither in pcrfon to fubdue 
thofe rebels. Thefe, and a thoufand other barbiif itks, 
forced the King to fummon his loyd fbbjc£is to his 
ftandard in his own defence. Mean while tlve Englijh 
parliament, inftead of helping the poor Proteftants 
here, feized on the very army that his Majefly was fen- 
ding over for our relief, and turned them againll their 
own Sovereign. The rebellion in Jf^f/flff^ continued for 
four or ^st, years : At laft tiic King was forced to fly in 
difguife to the ScaU^ who fold him to the rebels. 
And thefe Puritans had the impudent cruelty to try 
his facred perfoa in a mock court of juflicc> ^iv^ c>ax 
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off his head ; which he might have (iived, if he wouFd 
have yielded ta betray the conlUtution in church and 
fiate. 

In this whole proceeding Simeon and Le'vi were 
brethren, the wicked infinuations of thofe fanatical 
preachers ftirring up the cruelty of the foldiers, who, 
by force of arms, excluded from the Houfe every mem- 
ber of parliament, whom they apprehended to bear 
the lead inclination towards an agreement with the- 
King, fufFering only thofe to enter who thirlled chiefly 
for his blood ; and this is the very account given by 
their own writers. From whence it ia clear that this 
Prince was, in all refpeds, a real, martyr for the true 
religion and the liberty of his people. That odious 
parliament had firft turned the bilhops out of the 
Houfe of Lords ; in a few years after, • they murdered 
their King \ then immediately abolifhed the whole 
Houfe of Lords ; and fo, at laft, obtained their wiihes, 
of having a government of the people, and a new re- 
ligion, both after the manner of Genc'vay without a. 
King, a bifhop» or a nobleman ; and this they blaf- 
phemoufly called the kingdom of Chrill and his 
foints. 

This is enough for your information on the firft 
head : I fhall therefore proceed to the fecond, wherein 
I will fhew you the miferable confequences which that 
abomioab'e rebellion and murder produced in thefe 
nations. 

Firfty The Irijh rebellion was wholly owing to that 
wicked Englijh parliament. For the leaders in the 
Irijb Popifh maiTacre would never have dared to ftir a 
finger, if they had not been encouraged by that re- 
bellious fpirit in the Englijh Houfe of (Jommons, which 
they very well knew muit difable the King from fend- 
ing any fupplies to his Proteflant fubjeds here; and» 
therefore, we may truly fay that the Englijh parliament 
held the King's hands, while the Irijh fapiils here 
were cutting our grandfathers throats. 

Secondly^ That murderous Pivn/^zn- parliament, when 

they had all in their power, could not agree, upon any 

one method of fettling a form either of religion or cil 

eminent, but changed ^stv^^ day from fchifin to 

fthifin^ 
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{ehifm, from herefy to herefy, and from one fadion to 
another. From whence arofe that wild confuiion ftill 
continuing; in our feveral ways of fcrving God, and 
thofe abfurd notions of civil power, which have fo of- 
ten torn us with fadliohs moi*e than any other n::tion in 
Europe, 

Thirdly^ To this rebellion and murder have been 
owing the rife and progreis of A^heifm among us. For, 
men obfcrving what numberlefs villaoies of all kinds 
were committed during twenty years, under pretence of 
zeal and the reformation of God's church, were eafily 
tempted to doubt that all religion was a mere impol- 
tute : Afid the fame fpirit of infidelity, fo far fpread a- 
mong us at. this prefent, is nothing but the fruit of the 
feeds Town by thofc^ rebellious hypocriiical faints. 

Fourthly^ The old virtue and loyalty, and generous 
fpirit of the EngUfi) nation^, were wholly corrupted by 
the power, thedodtrine, and the example of thofe wick- 
ed people. Many of the antient nobility wc;re killed, 
and their famtlies extind, in defence of their Prince and' 
country, or murdered by the mercilefs courts of jullice. 

Some of the worft among them favoured, or complied 
with the reigning iniquities, and not a few of the new. 
fct crtared, when the Martyr's fon was reftored, were 
fuch-who had drank too deep of the bad principles- 
then pr-e vailing. 

^'fthlyy The children of the murdered Prince were 
forced to fly, forthe/afety of their lives, to foreign 
countries ; where one of them, at Icafl, I mean King 
James H. was feduced to Popery ; which ended in the 
lofs of his kingdoms, the miiery and defolation of this 
country, and a long and expenfive war abroad. Our 
deliverance was owing to the valour and condudt of the 
late King ; and, therefore, we ought to remember him 
with gratitude, but not mingled with blalphemy or i- 
doltray. It was h^ppy that his intertils and ours were 
the fame: And God gave him greater fuccefs than our 
fins dcfcrved. But, as a houfc thrown down by a 
llorm is fddom rebuilt, without fome change in the 
foundation; fo it hath happened, that, fmce the late 
Kevolution, men have fate much loofer in the true fund 
mentals both of religion and governxncnty and i^Bk 
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have been more violent, treacherous, and malicious' 
than ever, men rannin^ naturally from one extrenne 
into another ; and, for private ends, taking up thofe 
very opinions profefTed by the leaders in that rebellion, 
which carried the blefled Martyr to the fcafFold. 

Sixthly, Another confequence of this horrid rebelli- 
on and murder was the deftroyingor defacing fuch vaft- 
numbers of God's houfes. In their Jclf-ivill th^y diggtd 
do'wiia nvalL If a llranger ihould now travel in En^- 
iamif and obferve the churches in his way, he could 
not otherwife conclude, than that fome vaft " army of 
^urks or He Athens had been fent on purpofe ta ruin and 
blot out all mark3 of Chriftianity. They fpared nei- 
ther the ftatues of faints, or antient prelates, or kiirgs^ 
or benefadors ; broke down the tombs and monirments 
of men famous in their generations, feissed the veifels 
•f Silver fet apart for the holieft ufe, tore down the 
mod innocent ornaments both within and without,- 
made the houfes of prayer dens of theives,^ or il:able» 
for cattle. Thcfe were the mildtfl effefts of Puritan^ 
2:eal, and demotion for Chrii^;.and this was what 
themfoives a^eAed to call a thorough reformation.. 
In this kingdom thofe ravages were not fo eafily fcen ; 
for the people here being too poor to raifc fuch noble 
temples, the mean ones we had, were not defaced, but 
totally deftroyed. 

Upon the whole, it is certain, that although God^ 
might have found out many other ways to have panilh- 
ed a fmful people, without permitting this rebellion 
and murder; yet as the courfe of the world bath run 
ever fince, we need feek for no other caufes, of all the 
public evils we have hitherto fuiFered, or may fuffer 
for the future, by the mi(condu£l of princes, or wick- 
cdnefs of the people. 

I go on now upon the third head, to (hew you to 
what good nfes this folemn day of humiliation may be 
applied. 

Firjl, It may be an inftruftion to princes themfelvcs» 
to be careful in the choice of thofe who are their jul<. 
vifers in matters of law. All the judges of EngJamd, 
except one or two, advifed the King, that he might 
legall/ raife money upon the fubjedS for building of 

fhipi. 
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Alps, without confcnt oF parliament-; which, as it was 
the greateft overlight of his reign, fo it proved the 
principal foundation of all his xni&fortunes. Princes 
may likewife learn from hence, not to facrifice a faith- 
ful fervant to the rage of a fadion, nor to truft any 
body of men with a greater (hare of power than the 
laws of the land have appointed them, much lefs to 
depofite it in their hands untii they fhall pleafe to re- 
Itore it. 

Secondly^ By bringing to mind the tragedy of this 
day, and the confequences that have arifen from itr we 
fhall be convinced how neceffary it is for thofe in power 
to curb, in feafon, all fuch unruly fpirits as defire to 
introduce new doftrines and dilcipline in the church, 
or new forms of government in the ilate. Thoic wic- 
ked Puritans began, in Queen Elizabeth's time, to quar- 
rel only with furplices and other habits, with the ring 
in matrimony, the crofs in baptifm, and. the like; 
thence they went on to further matters of higher im< 
portance, and, at lad, they muil needs have the whole 
government of the church difTolved. This great 'work 
they compafled, firft, by depriving the biihops of their 
feats in parliament, then they abolilhed the whole or-. 
der ; and, at laH, which was their original deiign, 
they feized on all the church lands, and divided the 
fpoil among themfelves ; and, like Jerohoam^ made 
priefts of the vety dregs of the people. This was their 
way of reforming the church. As to the civil govern- 
ment, you have already heard how they modelled it 
upon the murder of their King, and difcarding the no- 
bility. Yet, clearly to (hew what a Babel they had 
built, after twelve years trial and twenty (cveral forts, 
of government; the nation, grown weary of their ty- 
ranny, was forced to call in the fon of him whom thofe 
reformers had facrificed. And thus were Simeon and 
Le'-di divided in Jaccb and fcattered in l/rael. 

Thirdly, Although the fuccefTors of# thofe Puritans, 
J mean our preient dilTenters, do not think fie to ob- 
ferve this day of humiliation; yet, fincclit would be' 
very proper in them, upon fome occahons, to renounce 
in a public manner thofe principles upon which thtir 
predecedbrs aded ; and it will he more prudent in them 
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to dD ^5, becaufe rhofe very Purl cans, of whonr oti 

af© folio wen, Jbund by cjcperkncc, that, aftef ih 
had overturned the ch arch and Jlute, murdered th 
King, and were projefling what they called a klagdw 
of die iaints, thcty were cheated of the power and pi 
ftiliDns they oitl)r panted .^fter, by an u;>llart fett 
rtllgion that grew oat of thatr own bowrels, who fub^ 
jcfled them to one tyrants whik they were endeavour- 
ing 10 hi up a thoufand, 

Fcimhiy^ Thoftf who profefs to be followers of ocr 
chajvh eliriblifhed, and yet prefume m difcourfc to 
J!jiHfy or excufe that rebellion, and murder of trie King^ 
ought to confider, how utterly contrary all fuch opi- 
nions are to the doflrinc of Chnft and hjs apoillet, ^ 
well as to the articles of our church, atid to[thc f reaj '" 
h\^ and practice of it's true profoQbrs for above 
hundred years. Of late times, indeed, and l^pcak 
with grkf of heart, we hawe heard even fermons of 
Grange natnre ; although reaTon would make one think 
k a very uoaccoantable way of procuring favour under 
a n>onarchy, by palliating and lefTening the guilt of 
thofs \\\\Q murdered the bc^llof King^ In cold bloody 
and, for a time, deliroyed the very monarchy itfdf. 
'Strf God we may never more hear fuch doi^rine U 
the pulpit, nor have it fcattered about in print^ 
poifon ike j^ople. 

Jti/iM^ iomc general knowledge of thif horrid 
feellicin atid murder, with the confequences they hi 
upon thefi^ nations^ m2y be a warning to our peo^ 
net to bdi^^va a Jia^ and to miilruil ihoft deluding ft 
Kits, who, under pretence of a purer and more lefoi 
«d religion, would lead them from their dtJty lo 
and the laws, rditicians may fay what they pUr; 
bjt it is no hard thing nt all for the meant It perfr 
who hath common underlUnding, to kt\o\sf wbtcbcr 
be well or ill goveined* If he be ficcly allimrd 
follow his trade and callitjg ; if he bt: fccure in hi.s pi 
perty, and hath tliu hcnefii of the law to def'tnd him* 
felfagainll injuftitc and opprefllon : If his religion 
d tfer^nt from thu of his cotrnttv, and the go-*.t*mrti! 
ihitik fn to toIer^U it, (whith he mny te very Ct 
of, let it be w**ci ll tv.U ;) he ou|;ht to be fwlly faj 
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ficd, and give no offence, by writing or dUcourfe, to 
the worfhip ellablifhed, as the diflentiag preachers are 
too apt to do. But, if he hath any new vidons of his 
own, it is his duty to be quiet and poflefs them in iilence» 
without diflarbing the communi^ by a furious zeal for 
making profelytes. This was the folly and madsefs of 
thofe antient Puritan fanatics : They muft needt over- 
turn heaven and earth, violate all the laws of God and 
manj make their countfy a field of blood, to propa- 
gate whatever wild or wicked opinions came into their 
heads, declaring all their abfurdkies and blnrphcmies 
to proceed from the 'H<^y Choft. 

To conclude this head : In anfwer to that objedion 
of keeeping op animofity and hatred between Prote- 
(lants, by the obfervation of this day ; if there be any 
fed, or fort of people among us, who profefs the fame 
principles in religion and government which thofe Pu- 
ritan rebel put in praQice ; I think it is the intereft of 
aI^tho^e who love the church and Xing, to keep up as 
(Irong a party againft them as poffible, until they fhall, 
in a body-, renounce all thofe wicked opinions upon 
which their predeceHbrs aded, to the difgrace of Chri- 
(lianity, and -the perpetual iafamy of thd Englijb na- 
tion. 

When we accufe the Papifts of the horrid dodrine, 
that no faith ought to be kept with Heretics, they deny 
it to a man ; and yet we juftly think it dangerous to 
truft them, becaufe we know their adions have been 
fometimes fuitable to -that opinion : But the followers 
of thofe who beheaded the Martyr, have not yet renoun-^ 
ced their principles ; and, till they do, they may be 
juflly fufpeded : Neither will the burc name of Prote- 
Hants fet them right. For, furely, Chriil requires more 
from us than a profeffion of hating Popery, which a 
Turk or an Atheift may do as well as a Proteflant. 

If an enflaved people ihould recover their liberty, 
from a tyrannical power of any fpi t, who could blame 
them for commemorating their deliverance by a day 
of .joy and thankfgiving ? And doth not the dcftrudion 
of a church, a King, and three kingdoms, by the ar- 
tifices, hypocrify, and cruelty of a wicked race of 
foldiers and preachers, and otlusr foai of Belial, equal- 
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ly require a folemn time of humiliation ? efl^ecially 
fince the confequences of that, bloody fcene ilill conti- 
nue, as I have already fliewn, in their efFeds upon us. 
Thus I have done with the three heads I propofed to 
difcourfe on. But, before [ conclude, I muft give a 
caution to thofe who hear me, that they may not think 
J am pleading for abfolute unlimited power in any onfe 
man. It is true, all power is from God, and as the 
Apoftle fays, The po'wers that be Are ordained of God \ but 
this t's inthe fameienfe, that all we have is from God, 
t)ur food and raiment, and whatever pofTeflion we hold 
by lawful means. Nothing can be meant m thofe, or 
any other words of Scripture, to juftify tyrannical 
power, or the favage cruelties of thofe Heathen em- 
perors who lived in the time of the Apoftles : And fo St 
Paul concludes, The ponvers that he are ordained of God : 
For what ? Why, for the funijhment of e'vil doers y and 
the pratje^ the retvard of them that do iveU, There is 
is no more inward value in the greateft Emperor, than 
in the meaneil of his fubiedls : His body is compbfed 
of the fame fubftance, the fame parts, and with the 
fame or greater infirmities : His education 4s generally 
worfe, by flattery, ^and idlenefs, and luxury^ and thofe 
evil difpofitions that early power is apt to give. It i^ 
therefore again ft common fenfe, that his private perfo- 
nal intereft, or pleafure, fhould be put in the balance 
with the fafety of millions, every one of which is his 
equal by nature, equal in the light of God, equally ca- 
pable of falvation •; and it is for their fakes, not his 

* own, that he is intrufted with the government over 
them. He hath as high truft as can fafely be repofed 
in one man, and, if he difcharge it as he ought, he 
deferves all the honour and duty that a mortal may be 
allowed to receive. His perfonal failings wc have no- 
thing to do with, and errors in government are to be 
imputed to his roinifters in the ftate. To what height 
thofe errors may be fuffered to proceed, is not the bu- 
finefs oT this day, or this place, or of my fundion, to 
determine. When oppreflions grow too great and uni- 

. verfal to be borne, nature or neceiTicy may find a rc- 
medy. But, /fa private perfon reafonably expeda par- 

^ao, apon hh maatndment, for a\V\au\u th^xwetvcix. 
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capital, it would be an hard condition indeed^ not to 
give the fame allowance to a Prince ; who mud fee 
with other men« eyes and hear with other mens ears^ 
which are often wilfully blind and deaf. Such was 
the condition of the Martyr, and is fo> in (bme degree, 
of all other princes. Yet, this we may juftly fay in de- 
fence of the common people, in all civilized nations, 
that it muft be a very bad government indeed, where 
the body of the fabjeds will net rather chufe to live in 
peace and obedience, than take up arms on pretence of 
faults in the adminiffaation, unlefs where the vulgar are 
deluded by falfe preachers to grow fond of new vifions 
^nd fancies in religion, which, managed by dextrous 
men, for fioifter ends of malice, envy, or ambition, 
have often made whole nations run mad. This was 
exadly the caie in the whole progrefs of that great re* 
bellion, and the' murder of King C^^r/rj I. ; but the 
late Revolution under the Prince of Orange was occa« 
fioned by a proceeding diredly contrary, the oppref* 
fion and injoftice there beginning from the throne. 
For that unhappy Prince, King James II. did not on^ 
ly invade Qor laws and liberties, but would have forced 
a falfe religion upon his fubjefts, for which he was de- 
fervedly rejeded, fince there could be no other remedy 
/ound, or at leaft agreed on. But, under the bleiTed 
Martyr, the deluded people would have forced many 
falfe rcli^BS, not only on their fellow-fubjeds, hut even 
upon their Sovereign himfelf, and at the fame time in- 
vaded all his undoubted rights ; and, becaufe he would 
not comply, raifed a horrid rebellion, wherein, by the 
permiiiion of God, they prevailed, and put their Sove- 
reign to death, tike a common cnminal, in the face of 
the world. 

Therefore, thofe who feem to think they cannot 
otherwife juftify the late Revolution, and the change 
of the fucceflion, than by leflening the guilt of the Pu- 
ritans, do certainly put the greateft affront imaginable 
upon the prefent powers^ by fuppofing any relation, or 
refemblance, between that i-ebellion and the late Re- 
volution ; and, confequently, that the prefent cflablilh- 
ment is to be defended bv the fam^ arguments which 
thofe afnrpers made ufe 01^ who, to obtain their tyran- 

Vol., A. . I TV^J^ 
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ny, trampled under foot all the laws both of God and 
man. 

One great dcfign of my difcourfe was to give yrm 
waj-ningagainft running into either extreme of two bad 
opinions with relation to obedience. As kings are cal- 
led gods upon earth, fo fome would allow them an 
equal power with God over all laws and ordinances ; 
and that the liberty, and property, and life, and reli- 
gion of the fubjed\, deptnded wholly upon the breath 
of the prince ; which, however, I hope, was never 
meant by thofe who pleaded for paflive obedience. And 
this opinion hath not been confined to that party which 
was firft charged with it, but hath fometimes gone over 
to the other, to ferve many an evil turn of intercft or 
ambition, who have been as ready to enlarge preroga* 
tive, where they could find their own account, as the 
highcft maintainers of it. 

On the other fide, fome look upon kings as anfwer- 
able for every miftak« or omimon in government, 
and bound to comply with the mod unreafbmible de* 
mands of an unquiet fad^ion, which was the cafe of 
thofe who perfccuced the blcffed Martyr of this day 
from his throne to the fcafFold, 

Between thefe two extremes, it is eafy, from what 
hath been faid, to chufe a middle; to be good and 
loyal fubjefts, yet, according to your power, ^ithM 
affcrtcrs of your religion and liberties. To avoid afl 
broachers and preachers of new-fangled do6hines ia 
the church ; to be drift obfervcrs of the laws, whick 
cannot be juftly taken from you without your own coi- 
fcnt. In ihorc, to obey God and the king, and meeUk mi 
xwith thofe nuho are gi*ven to change. 

Which that yoa may all do, ^c. 



A N 



A N 

ACCOUNT 

OF THE 
COURT and EMPIRE of JAPAN. 

Written in mdccxxviu. 

JO-EGO G E was the thirty- fourth Emperor of Japan 
and began his reign in the year 341 of the Chriftian 
asra, fuccdeding to Nena^ a Princefs who governed with, 
great felicity. 

There had been a revolution in that empire about 
twenty-fix years before, which made fome breaches ia 
the hereditary line ; and Regoge^ fucceflbr to Nena, al- 
though of the royal family, was a diftant relation. 

There were two violent parties in the empire, which 
began in the time of the revolution above -mentioned ;. 
and, at the death of the Emprefs Nena, were in the 
highefl dtprec of animOfity, each charging the other 
with a dengn of introducing new gods, and changing 
the civil confHtution. The names of thtfe two parties 
were Hufiges and Tovtes, The latter were thofe whom 
Nena^ the late Emprefs, moil favoured towanJs the end 
of her reign, and by whofe advice (he governed. 

The Hujige fadion, enraged at their lofs of power, 
made private applications to Regoge during the life of 
the Emprefs ; which prevailed fo far, that, upon her 
death, the new Emperor wholly difgraced the Tories^ 
and employed only the Hujtgcs in all his affairs. The 
Japancfe Author highly blames his Imperial Majefty's 
proceeding in this affair j becaufe, it was allowed on 
all hands, that he had then a happy opportunity of re- 
conciling parUes for ever by a moderating fchcme. 
But he, orr the contrary, began his reign by openly 
diigracing the principal and mod popular Yortes^ fome 
of which had been chiefly inftrumental.inraifing him. 

1.2; \Si** 
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to the throne. By this miilaken flep he occafioned a 
rebellion; which, although it were (bon quelled by 
fome very furprifin^ turns of fortune, jict the fear, 
whether real or pretended, of new attempts, engaged 
him in fuch immenfe charges, that, inilead of clearing 
any part of that prodigious debt left on his kingdom 
by the former war, which might have been done by 
any tolerable management, in twelve years of the moil 
profound peace ; he left his empire loadea with a nib 
addition to the old incumbrance. 

This Prince, before he fucceeded to the empire of 
jfapan^ was Kir/g of 7edfu^ a dominion feated on the 
continent, to the weft-fide of Japan. Tedfu was the 
place of his birth, and more beloved by him than his 
new empire ; for there he fpent fome months almofr 
every year, and thither was fuppofed ta have convey- 
ed great fums of money, faved out of his imperial re- 
venues. 

There were two maritime towns of great importaaca 
bordering upon ^edfu: Of thefe he purchafed a litiga- 
ted title ; and, to fbpport it, was forced not only ta 
entrench deeply on his Jafanefg revenues, but to en- 
gage in alliances very dangerous to the Jafaneft em- 
pire. 

Jupan was at that time a limited monarchy, which 
fome authors are of opinion was intzodnced there bj a 
detachment from the numerous army of Brenuus^ who 
ravaged a great part of Afia ; and thofe of them who 
fixed in Jafan, left behind them that kind of military 
jnllitution, which the northern people, in enfuing ages, 
carried through moft parts of Europe ; the generals oe- 
coming kings, the great officers a fenate of nobles, with 
a reprcfentative from every centenary of private fol- 
diers ; and, in the aflcnt of the majority in thefe two 
bodies, confirmed by the general, the legiilature con- 
fjftcd. 

I need not farther explain a matter fo nniverfally 
hn()>\n ; but return to my fubjccl. 
..The Hujige fadion, by .1 grofs piece of negligence 
in the Tories^ had fo far infinuatcd themfelvcs and their 
opinions into the favour of Regcge before he came to 
tae empire, that this Prince firmly believed them to be 

kir 
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His only true friends, and the others his mortal ene- 
mies. Y^y this opinion he governed all the actions of 
his reign. 

The Emperor died fuddcnly, in his journey to 7ed- 
fu ; where, according to his ufual cuftom, he was go- 
ing to pafs the fummer. 

This Prmce, during his wholc^ reign, continued an 
abfolute ftranger to the language, the manners, the 
laws, and the religion oi Japan ; and paffing his whole 
time among old miftrefles, or a few privadoes, left the 
whole management of the empire in the hands qi a mi- 
aifter, upon the condition of being made eafy in his 
perfonal revenues, and the management of parties in 
the fcnate. His laft Miniftcr, who governed m the 
moft arbitrary manner for feveral years, he was thought 
to hate more than he did any other perfon in Japan^ ^ 
except his only fon,.the heir to the empire. 'I'he diilike 
he bore to the former was, becaufe the minifter, under 
pretence that he could not govern the fenate without 
dilpofuig of employments among them,, would not fuf- 
fer .his matter to oblige one fingle perfon, but difpofed 
of all to his t)wn relations and dependents. But, as to 
that conthiued and virulenthatrcdheboreto the Prince 
his fon, from the beginning of his reign to his death, , 
the Hiftorian hath not accounted for it, further than 
by various conje<5ture8, which do not deferve to be re- 
laced. 

The minifler above mentioned was of a family not • 
contemptible, had been early a fenator, and from his 
youth a mortal enemy to the Yortes. He had been for- 
merly difgraced in the fenate, for fome frauds in the 
managementx)f a public truft. He was perfedlly fkill- 
ed, by long pradtice, in the fenatorial forms ; and dex- 
trous in the purchafing of votes, from thofe who could 
find their accounts better in complying with his mea- 
fures, than they could probably lofe by any tax that 
might be charged on the kingdom. He feemed to fail, 
in point of policy, . by not concealing his gettings, 
never fcrupiing openly to lay out vaft fums of money in 
paintings, buildings, and purchafing ellates ; when it 
was known, that, upon nis firft coming into bufinefs, 
upon the death of.the Empreis Ar»tf, his fortune wa« 
I 3 
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Kit inconfiderable. He had the moft boldnefs, and 
:he leail magnanimity that ever any mortal was endows* 
ed with. By enriching his relations, friends, and de-> 
pendents, in a moll exorbitant manner, he was weak 
enough to imagine that4ie had provided a fupport a* 
gainil an evil day. He had the beft amon^ all falie 
appearances of courage, which was a moft unlimited af* 
furance, whereby he would fwageer thcboldeft men in- 
to a dread of his power, but had not the finalleft por« 
tion of magnanimity, growing jealous, and dif^racing 
every man, who was known to bear the leaft civility to 
thofe he difliked. He had fome fmall fmatterin? in 
books, but no manner of politenefs ; nor» in his whole 
life, was ever known to advance any one perfon upon 
the {core of wit, learning, or abilities for buiinefs. 
The whole fyftem of his rainiftry was corruption ; and 
he never gave bribe or pcnfion, without frankly telling 
the receivers what he expedted from them, and threat- 
ning them to put an end to his bounty, if they failed 
to comply in every circumftance. 

A few months before the Emperor's death, there 
was a defign concerted between ibme eminent perfons 
of both parties, whom the defperate ftate of the empire 
h.id united, to accufe the minifter at the firft meeting 
of a new chofen fenate, which was then to afiemble ac- 
cording to the laws of that empire. And it was be- 
lieved, that the vaft expence he muft be at in chufing 
an a^embly proper for his purpofe, added to the low 
ftate of the treafury, the increafing number of peniio- 
ners, the great difcontent of the people, and the per- 
fonal hatred of the Emperor; would, . if well laid open 
in the fenate, be of weight enough to link the mini- 
Her, when it fliould appear to his very penfioners 
and creatures that he could not fupply them much 
longer. 

while this fcheme was in agitation, an account came 
of the Emperor's death, and the Prince his fon, with 
univerfal joy, mounted the throne of Japan, 

The new Emperor had always lived a private life, 
during the reign of his father ; who, in his annual ao- 
fence, never trufted h\ro tt\ore xhatv once with the rein 
nfgovcrnment, which he UVi fo tN^t\>j \)Ras.V&\jtt«) 
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too popular to be confided in any more. He was 
thought not unfavourable to the Tortesy at leaft not al« 
togeuier to approve the virulence wherewith his father 
proceeded againft them; and therefore, immediate!/ 
upon his fttcceffion, the principal perfons of that de- 
nomination came> in feveral bodies, to Idfs the hem 
of his garment, whom he received with great courte- 
fy, and fome of them with particular marks of diiiinc* 
tion. 

The Prince, during the reign of his Either, having 
not been trufted with any public charge, employed his 
leifure in learning the language, the relieiony the 
cuftoms, and difpofition of the Japanefei wherein he 
received great inrormation, among others, finom N§mp» 
uc, mailer of his finances, and prefident of the fenate> 
uho fecrctiy hated Lilef-Aw, the miniiler; and like- 
wife from JkamMihf a moil eminent fenator, who, def- 
pairing to do any good with the father, had, with great 
indudry, (kill, and decency, ufed his endeavour to in- 
flil good principles into the young Prince. 

Upon the news of the former Emperor's death, a 
grand council was fummoned of courfe, where littlo 
pafTed befides directing the ceremony of proclaiming 
the Succeflbr. But, in fome davs after, the new Em- 
peror having confulted with thole perfons in whom he 
could chiefly confide, and maturely confidered in his 
own mind the prefent (late of his affairs, as well as the 
difpofition of his people, convoked another aflembly 
of his council; wherein, after fome time fpent in general 
bufinefs, fuitable to the prefent emergency, he dire^ed 
Lelof'A^ to give him, in as ihort terms as he conve- 
niently could, an account of the nation's debts, of his 
management in the fenate, and his negotiations with 
foreign courts : Which that miniller having delivered, 
according to his ufual manner, with much a^uraLce 
and little fatisfaflion, the Emperor defired to be fully 
fatiffied in the following particulars. 

Whether the vail expence of chufing fuch members 
into the fenate, as would be content to do the puolic 
bufinefs, were abfolutely neceflary ? 

Whether thofc members, thus c\vofcTv \Tv,>NO\i\^t 
and impede the neceflary courfe ot afi^^%> uiAr.^^ 
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were Tupplied with great Aims of money, and conti* 
nued pen (ions } 

Whether the ft me corruption and pcnrerfenefs were 
to be ejtpefted from the Nobles f 

Whether the empire of Jupan were in (b low a con- 
dition, that the imperial £nvoys» at foreign courts^ 
muft be forced to purchafe alliahces, - or prevent a war 
by immenfe bribes, given to the minlftera of all the 
neighbouring Princes I 

Why the debts of the empire were fo pFOdigionfly 
advanced, in a peace of twelve years at home and a- 
broad ? 

Whether the Yorus were univerfally enemies to the 
religion and laws of the Empire, and to the Imperial 
Family now reigning ? 

Whether thole perfons, whofe revenues - confift in 
lands, do not give fnrer pledges of fidelity to the pa* 
blic, and are more intereflM in the welfare of the em- 
pire, than others whofe fortunes coniift only in mo-^ 
ney ? 

And becaufe Lelofjnvy for feveral years pad, had 
engroflcd the whole adminiftration, the Emperor 
fignified, that from him alone he expe&ed an anfwer. 

This minider, who had fagacity enough, to cultivate 
an intereft in the young Prince's family, daring the 
late Emperor's life, received early intelligence from. 
one of hi5 emiifaries of what was intended at the coun- 
cil, and had fuf&cient time to frame as plaufible an an<- 
fwer as his caufe and condud would allow. However^ 
having defined a few minutes to put his. thoughts in 
order, he delivered them in the following manner. 

SIR, 

Upon this fliort nncxpcfted warning, to anAveryonr 
Imperial MajVfty's ijucries I Ihould be wholly at a lofs, 
in your M;.jtlly's augufl prefcnce, and that of this moft 
noble aflembly, if 1 were armed with a weaker defence 
than my own loyalty and integrity, and the proiperoas 
fuccelb of my endeavours. 

It is well known thai the death of the Emprefa Nats 
happeocd in a moft inii9ic\x\fc>3L^ \>ra.^w% ^ttJL^hat^ 



if (he had lived two months longer, your illu(bioQ» 
family would have been deprived of your right, and 
we fhould have feen an ufurper upon your throne, who 
would have wholly changed the confutation of this em- 
pire, both civil and (acred ; and although that Empreft 
died in a moil opportune feafon, yet the peaceable en* 
trance of your Majefly's father was efFeded by a conti« 
nual feries of miracles. The truth of this appears by 
that unnatural rebellion which the Torus raifed, withi 
out the leaft provocation, in .the ^r&, year of the late 
Emperor's reign, which may be fufficient to convince 
your Majefty, that every foul of that denomination 
was, is, and will be for ever, a favourer of the Preten- 
der, a mortal enemy to your illuflrious family, and an 
introducer of new gods into the empire, tjpon th is 
foundation was built the whole conduft of our affairs ; 
and, iince a great majority of the kingdom was at that 
time reckoned to favour the Torte*s fadion, who, in 
the regular courie of elections, muft certainly bechofea 
members of the fenate then to be convoked ; it was 
neceflary, by the force of money, to influence eledUont 
in fuch a manner, that your Majefty's father might 
have a fufficient number to weigh down the fcale oa 
his ^dct and thereby carry on thofe meafures which 
could only fecure him and his family in the po£e(fioft 
of the empire. To fupport this original plan I came 
into the fervice: But the members of the fenate, 
knowing them(elves every day mon neceflary» npon 
the chufing of a new fenate, I found the charges 
to increafe ; and that, after they were chofen, they 
infilled upon an increafe of their penfions; be^ 
caufe they well knew that the work could not be car* 
ried on without them : And I was more general in 
my donatives, becaufe I thought it was more for 
the honour of the crown, that every vote fhould pafs 
without a divifion ; and that, when a debate was pro- 
pofcd, it fhould immediately be quafhed, by putting 
the quedion. 

Sir, The date of the prefent fenate is expired, 
and your Imperial Majefly is now to convoke a new 
one ; which, I confefs, will be fomewhat more expen* 
five than the laft, becaufc th^ lVm,{iomNO^\ivi^Nrt- 
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able receptioiiy have begun to reaflume a fpirit where* 
of the country had fome intelligence ; and we knovir 
the majority of the people, without proper xnanage- 
menty would be ftill in that fatal intereft However^ 
I dare undertake, with the charge only of four hun- 
dred thoufand fprangs *, to return as great a majori- 
ty of fenators of the true ftamp, as your Majefty can 
defire. As to the fums of money paid in foreigi^ 
courts, I hope, in fome years, to.eafe the nation of 
them, when we and our neighbours come to a good 
underftanding. However, 1 will be bold to fay,. 
they are cheaper than a war, where your Majcfty is 
to bo a principal. 

The penfions, indeed, to fenatort. and other per- 
fons muil needs increafls, from the reftivenefa of fome, 
and fcrupulous nature of others; and the new mem- 
bers, who are unpraftifed, muft have better encou- 
ragement. However, I dare undertake to bring the 
eventual charge within eight hundred xhooiand Ipranga. 
But, to make this eafy, there (hall be new funds raifed, 
of which r have feveral fchemes ready, without taxing 
bread or flefh, which fhall be referred to more prefing 
occafions. 

Your Majefly knows it is the laudable cuftom of! 
all Eaftern Princes, to leave the whole manaeemeiit of. 
affairs, both civil and military, to their Viurs. The 
appointments for your family, and private purfe, fliall 
exceed thofe of your predecefTors : You fhall be at no 
trouble, further than to appear fometimes in council, 
and leave the reft to me : You fhall hear no damour' 
or complaints : Ycur fenate fhall, upon oGcafioaa, de« 
clare you the bcft of Pnnces, the father- of yoar coun- 
try, the arbiter of Afu, the defender^ of tAe opprefr 
fed, and the delight of mankind. 

Sir, Hear not thofe who would mod falfely, im« 
pioufly, and nulicioufly iofinuate, that your govern- 
ment can be carried on without that wholefome, ne- 
cefTiry expedient, of fharinj; the. public revenue with 
your faithful deferving fenators. This,. Lknow, mj 
enemies are pleafed to call bribery and corruption. 
Be it fo: But 1 infill, that, without this bribery 

and 

* About a miUioii.^ttiWnv 
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and corrbption, the wheels of govennnent will not 
torn, or at lead will be apt to take fire» like other 
wheels, unlcfs they be grealcd at proper times. If an 
angel from heaven (hould defcend, to govern this em- 
pire upon any other fcheme than what oar enemies call 
corruption, :he muft return from whence he came, 
4nd leave the work undone, 

/ Sir, It is well known we are a trading nation> 
and confequendy cannot thrive in a bargain where no- 
thing is to be gained. The poor eledors, who run 
from their (hops, or the plough, for the fervice of 
their country, are they not to be coniidered for their 
labour and their loyalty ? The candidates, who, with 
the hazard of their perfons, the lofs of their charac- 
ters, and the ruin of their fortunes, arc preferred to 
the fenate, in a country where they are ftrangers, be- 
fore the very lords of the foil ; are they not to be rc- 
waided for their zeal to your Majcfty's fervice, and 
qualified to live in your metropolis as becomes the 
luftre of their ftations ? 

Sir, If I have given great numbers of the mod 
profitable employments among my own relations and 
neareil allies, it was not out of any partiality, but be- 
caufe I know them beft, and can beft depend upon 
them. I have been at the pains to mould and culti- 
vate their opinions. Abler heads might probably 
have been found, but they would not be equally un- 
der my direction. A huntfman, who hath the abfo- 
lute command of his dogs, will hunt more effedlual- 
ly than with a better pack, to whofe manner and cry 
he is a ftraneer. 

Sir, Upon the whole, I will appeal to all thoie 
who beft knew your royal father, whether that bleffcd 
Monarch had ever one anxious thought for the public, 
or difappointment,- or uneafinefs, or want of money 
for all his occafions, during the time of my admini- 
{(ration ? And, how happy the people confefied them- 
felves to be under fuch a King, I leave to their own 
numerous addreffes ; which all politicians will allow 
to be the moft infallible proof how any nation flands 
aBeded to the Sovereign. 
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Lilop'Jw^ having ended his ipeech and ftrack his 
forehead thrice again ft the table, at the caftom is in 
Japan^ fat down, with great complacency of mind, 
and much applaufe of his adhisrents, as mieht be ob- 
ferved by their countenances and their whilpers. Btt 
the £mperor*s behaviour was remarkable ; for, daring 
the whole harangue, he appeared equally attentive 
and uneafy. After a fhort paufe, his Majefty com- 
manded that fome other counfellor (hould deliver his 
thoughts, either to confirm or objedt againft what had 
been fpoken by Lthp-Anv. 
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PUBLIC ABSURDITIES 

IN ENGLAND. 

IT is a common topic of fatire, which you will hear 
not only from the mouths of minilters of ftate, 
but of every whiffler in office, that half a dozen ob- 
fcure fellows, over a bottle of wine or a difti of coffee, 
(hall prefume to cetifure theadions of parliaments and 
councils, to form fchemes of government, and new- 
model the commonwv.alth ; and this ufually ridiculed 
as a pragmatical difpofition to politics, in the very na- 
ture and genius of the people. It. may poOibly be true : 
And yet 1 am grofly deceived if any fober man, of very 
moderate talents> when he reflects upon the many ri- 
diculous hurtful maxims, cuftoms, and general rules of 
life, which prevail in this kingdom, would not with great 
reafon be tempted^ according to the prefent turn of his 
hjimour, either to*laugh, lament, or be angry ; or, if he 
were fanguine enough, perhaps to dream of a remedy. 
It is the miilake of wife and good men, that they ex- 
ped more reafon and virtue from human nature, than, 
caking it in the bulk, it is in any fort capable of. Who- 
ever hath been prefent at councils or afiemblies of any 
fort, if he be a man of common prudence, cannot but 
have obferved fuch refults and opinions to have fre- 
quently paffed a majority, as he would be alhamed to 
advance in private converlation. I fay nothing of cruel- 
ty, oppreflion, injuftice, and the like, becaufe ihefe 
arc fairly to be accounted for in all afTemblies, as be ft 
gratifying the palfions and jntercfls of leaders ; which 
IS a. point of fuch. high confideration, that all others 
muft give place to it. But I wcu d be underilood here 
to ipeakonly of opinions ridiculous, foolifh, and ab« 
furd ; with conclafions and actions luitible to then, at 
the fame time when the moii rea'onable i^t:oi^o^\.\^\\\ 
are ofteii unanimou/ly rejefted. 

Vol. X. K K^> 
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And, as all afTcmblies of men are liable to this ac- 
cui'ation, ib likewifc there ai'e natural abfordities from 
which the wifeft Hates are not exempt, which proceed 
lefs from the nature of their climate than that of their 
government ; the Gau/s, the Britons^ the Spaniafdi^ 
and Italians^ having retained very little of the charac- 
ters given them in antient hiftory. 

By thefc and the like reflexions, 1 have been often led 
to coniJder fome public abfurdities in our own coantry, 
moll of which are, in my opinion, diredly againft the 
rules of right reafon, and are attended with great in- 
con veniencics to the Itate. I (hall mention foch of them 
as come into memory, without obferving any method; 
and I (hall give my Tvafon why 1 take them to be ab- 
furd in tlieir nature, and pernicious in their confe- 
quence 

It is abfurd that any perfon, who profefTeth a di&- 
rent form of wor(hip from that which is national, fhoold 
be trailed with a vote for eleding members in the 
Houfe of Commons. Becaufe every man is full of zdd 
for his own religion, although he regards not morality; 
and, therefore, will endeavour to his utmoft fo bring* 
in a reprcfentative of his own principles, which, il 
they be popular, may endanger the religion eftabliihed; 
which, as it hath formerly happened, may alter the 
whole frame of government. 

A (landing army in England^ whether in time of peace 
or war, is a dire^ abfurdity. For, it is no part of o«r 
bufinefs to be a warlike nation, otherwife than by oas 
fleets. In foreign wars we have no concern* further 
than in conjnndtion with allies, whom we may cither 
4i(Iiil by fea, or by foreign troops paid with our moncf. 
But mercenary troops in England c?Lii be of no u(e, ex- 
cept to awe fsnaces, and thereby promote arbitrary 
power in a monarchy or oligarchy. 

That the eledlion of fenators (hould be of any charge 
to the candidates, is an abfurdity ; but, that it ihoiud 
be fo to a miniflry, is a manifed acknowledgment of 
the worft deiigns. If a miniftry intended the fervia 
of their prince and country, or well underdood where- 
in th'ir own fecurity beft coniilled, (as it is impoffible 
thdt a parliament free\7 d^&£^> ?LC^Qit<^^to uie tm 
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ginal inftltation, can do an y hurt to a tolerable prince, 
or a tolerable miniftry j) they would ufc the ftrongcil 
methods to leave the people to their own free choice : 
The members would dien confift of perfons who had 
beft eftat.es in the neighbourhood or county, or at lea ft 
never of (Irangers. And furely this is at leaft full i\i 
requifite a circumftance to a leyiflator, as to a jury- 
man, who ought to be, if pofTible, ex *vicinio ; fmcc 
fuch perfons mufl be fuppofed the beft judges of the 
wants and defires'of their feveral boroughs and coun- 
ties. To chufe«a reprefentative for Bernvid, whofc 
cftate is at the- Land* s En J, would have been thought in 
former times a very great folecifm ; liow much more as 
it is at prefent, where fo many perfons are returned for 
boroughs, who do not pofTtfs a foot of land in the 
kingdom. 

By the old cpnftitution, whoever pofleiTed a frcc-hc!i 
in land, by which he was a gainer of forty fhillinjs a- 
year, had the privilege to vote for a knight qt t>c 
fhire. The good efFeds of this law are wholly cludcu, 
partly by the courfe of time, and partly by corruption. 
Forty (hillings in thofe ages were equal to twenty pounds 
in ours ; and therefore it was then. a want of fagacity 
to 'fix that privilege to a determinate fum, rather than 
to a certain quantity of land, arable or pailurc, able to 
produce a certain quantity of corn or hay. And there- 
fore it is highly abfurd, and againft the intent of the 
law, that this defeft is not regulated. 

Eut the matter is flill worfe : For any gentleman 
can, upon occafion,. make as many freeholders as his 
eftate or fettlement will allow, by making leafes for 
life of land at a rack-rent of forty {hillings, where a 
tenant, who is not worth one farthing a- year, v/h;n 
his rent is paid, fliall be held a legal vot«.r for a perfon 
to rcprcfent his county. Neither do 1 enter into half 
the frauds that are madifed upon this occafion. 

It is hkewi;e abfiird, that borouglis Uccnyed are not 
abfolutely extingu-.ftied ; becau fc the returned mcrjbcrs 
do in reality reprefcnt nobody at all, and that ieveral 
lar:c towns are not rejrcfented, though full f inc]ef>ri. 
ou townfmen, whomuch advance the tvaui^^l\^x^V\\v^- 
dom. . N 

K 2 ^^^ 
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The claim of Senators, to have themfelves and fcr- 
▼Lnts exempted from law-fuits and arreftsy.-i8 manifeft- 
1/ abfurd. The proceedings at law are already (o 
fcandalous a grievance^ upon account of the delays, 
that they little need any addition. Whoever is either 
liOt able, or not willing to pay his jufl debts, or, to 
keep other men out of their lands, would evade the de- 
(ifion of the law, is furely but ill-qualiiicd to be a le- 
giflator. A criminal, with as good rcafon, might fit 
on the bench, with a power of condemning men to be 
hanged for their honeHy. By the annual fitting of par- 
liaments, and the days of privilege preceding and fnb- 
fequent, a Senator is one half of tne year beyond the 
reach of common juflice^ 

That the facred perfon of a Senator's footman ihoold 
be frv^e from arreft, although he undoes the poor ale- 
wife by running on fcore, ii a circiunflance of equal 
wifdom nnd jumce, to avoid the great evil of hit ma- 
ker's lady wanting her cosiplemeat of liveries behind 
tht coach. 
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Bishop BURNET's HISTORY. 



THIS author is in moft particulars the worft quali- 
fied for an hirtorian that ever I met with. His 
ftyle is rough, full of improprieties, in expreflions of- 
ten Scotch, and oiten {\n:\i as are ufed by the meancft 
people. He difcovers a great fcarcity of word* and 
phrafes, by repeating the fame feveral hundred times, 
for 'want of capacity to vary them. His obfervations 
are mean and .trite, and very often falfc. His Secret 
Hiftory is generally made up of coffee- houfe fcandals, . 
or at bcft from reports at the third, fourth, or fifth 
hand. The account of the Pretender's birth, would 
only become an old woman in a chimney corner. His 
vanity runs intolerably through the whole book, af- - 
fcdlihg to have been of confcquence at nintteen years • 
old, and while he was a little Scotch parfon-of 40 pounds 
a-year.' He was a gentleman i:orn, and, in the time 
of his youth^and vigour^ drew in anoli maiden, 
daughter of a^<?fl/f>&Earl, to marry him. His charac- 
ters are miferably wrought, in many things millaken,' 
and all of them detrading, except of thofe who were 
friends to the PrCibvterians. That early love of liberty- 
he boafts of is abfolutcly falfe ; for the firft book chat f 
believe he ever publifhed is an entire treatife in favour 
of paflive obedience and abfolute power; fo that his re- 
flexions on the clergy, for affening, and then chan- 
ging thofe principles, come very improperly from, Uvtvv, 
He is the moil partial of all writers tVia.t tN^t y^^^^av^- 
ed £0 much to impartiahiy ; and yet \ * \\\vokxv^\^ V*>\^ 
K 3 N^t^X* 
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well, am convinced that he is as impardal as he could 
pofiibly find in his heart ; I am Aire ifiorc than I ever 
cxpecl'id from him ; particularly in his accounts of the 
Papift and Fanatic plots. This work may be more 
properly called A Hillory of ^^0/AzW during the author's 
time, with fome digreffions relating to England ^ rather 
than deferrc the title he gives it For I believe two 
thirds of it relate only to that beggarly nation, and 
their infignificant brangles and fa&ions. What he fuc- 
ceeds beft in, is in giving extracts of arguments and de- 
bates in council or parliament. Nothing recommends 
his book but the recency of the fads be mentions, mofi 
of them being ftill in memory, efpecially the ftory of 
the Revolution ; which, however, is not fo well told as 
might be expedled from one who affects to have had fa 
conftderable a (hare in it. After all, be was a man of 
generoiity and good nature, and very commanicative; 
but, in his ten lail years, was abfolute party -mad, and 
and fancied he faw Popery under every bufh. He hath 
told me many parages not mentioned in this Hiftory, 
and many that are, but with fever al circumftances fap- 
prcflcd or altered. He never gives a good charaf^ 
without one eiTential point, that the perfon was tender 
to diffonters, and thought many things in the church 
ought to be amended. 

Setting up far a maxim j Laying do^nfor a maximy CJa^ 
upj Decency J and foine other words and phrafes, he ufes 
many hundred times. 

Cut gut for a Court y J pardoning planet ^ Clapt up^ Lift- 
in the lurch. The Mob, Outed, A great beauty y tPept round' 
ly to 'work: All thefe phrafes uied by the vulgar, fticw 
him to have kept mean or illiterate company in hit. 

youth. 
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HISTORY OF ENGLAND, 



From the Invafiou of it by Julius Cjesar to Wil* 

LIAM THE CON<^EROR. 



THE moft antient acconnt we have of Britain \Sr 
that the ifland was full of inhabitants, divided 
into feveral" petty kingdoms, as moll nations of the 
world appear to ha've been at firft. The bodies of 
the Britons were painted with a (ky-colourcd blue, cither 
as an ornamtnt or elfe ior terror to their enemies. In 
their religion they were Heathens, as all the world wa» 
before Christ^ except ihe Jews. 

Their pricfts were called Druids : Thefe lived in 
hollow trees, and committed not thpir myfteries to 
writing, but delivered them down by tradition, where- 
by they were in time wholly loft. 

Th^ BritdJis had wives in common, (bmany to a par- 
ticular tribe or focicty, and the children were in com- 
mon to that fociety. 

About fifty years before Chnft, Julius Carjar, the 
iirft Roman Empcior, having conquered Gaul or France^ 
invaded Britain rather to incrfafe his glory than con- 
quv fts ; for, having overcome the natives in one or two 
baales, he returned. 

The next invafion of Britain by the Romans (then 
mafters of moft of the known world) was in the reign 
of the Fmptror Claudius ; but it was not >«V\oW^j ^>i^* 
ducd till that of Aero. It was governed \>7 lA^xiv^yw^X"^-* 
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or Deputies, fent from Rome^ as Ireland is now by De- 
puties from England^ and continued tha» under the 
Romans for about 460 years ; till that empire, being in- 
vaded by the Goths and Vandals^ the Romans were for- 
ced not only to recal their own armies, but alfo to 
draw from hence the bra veil of the Br if ons, for their af- 
iiflance againll thof»; Barbarians. 

The Roman conquefts in this ifland reached no fur- 
ther northward than to that part of Sco//and where Stir- 
ling and Gia/gow are feated : The region beyond was 
held not worth the conquering: It w^s inhabited by a 
barbarous people, called CaleJoniar.s and Pi^s; who,, 
being a rough fierce nation, daily infefted the Britifi 
borders. Therefore the Emperor Scverus built a wall, 
from Stirling to GlaJgcijUt to prevent the invaiion^ of 
the Pi^s : It is commonly called the Prffs WalL 

Thefe PtSis and Caledonians, or Scots ^ encouraged 
by the departure of the Romans^ do now cruelly infcft 
and invade the Britons by fea and land : The Britpks 
chufe Fortigcrn for their Kingi who was forced to in- 
vite the Saxons, (a f?erce northern people) to affift him 
again fl thofe Btir'oarians. The Saxcns came over, and 
beat the PiSis in fevcral battles ; but, at lait, pick 
quarrels with the Britons themfelves ; and, after a long 
war, drive iliem into the mount lins of fVales and Corn" 
•wnll, and ellablifli themfelves in feven kingdoms in 
Britain, (i>y them now called England.) Thefe feven 
kingdoms are ufually iHled the Saxon Hiparchy^ 

About this time lived King Arthur (if the whole l!o* 
ry be riot a fable) who was fo famous for beating the- 
Saxons in feveral battles 

The Britons received Chri/llanlty very early, and, as- 
is reported, from fnme of the difciples tbenifelvcs : So 
thi.t, uhen the Rnmavs lert B itain, the Britons wcr& 
gen- rally Chriftians. But the Scxons were Heathens, 
t'll Pope Gregory the Great fcnt over hither jfufiin the 
Monk, {A. D, 'oq- ,) by whom Ethel^e,t King of the 
South'SaxihS, Hi.d hib .ubjccls, were co.-vjrted to v.hrilli- 
aniiy;and the whole ifl;iidfoon foJj'^wed the cxam])Ic. 

After many va^iou^ revolutions in thib liland among 
thQ /kingdoms of ibe ca;cinj, £^ctr(» dcfceadcd froa 
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the Weft-Saxon Kings, (A. D. Si-^.J 
narch of EniUnJ. 

The language in Briimm wa« B-rriK, 'rr-s ci-'I«ri 
Welch) or Laiini but, wii the ifjurft--. E.^gL& c:-; 
in (although cxtrerael/ different froa w'-a: :? j acs. 
l*he prefent names of town?, Ih.r-s, 'S:. wc-s i -- 1 
by them ; and the whole kicgdoa %i! c* . :f Z"i.^.z.t 
from the Angles^ who were a brscch c:' i*!; -ltit. 

As Toon as tnc Smx^m were iets'^d, \r.» Di^f' ^?a-- 
to trouble and invade chea, as cify 'lie Jxr«-^..^ a^l 
before done the Brit-ins, 

Thefe Danu came oct of G/»'m-^r-. Dr^^-'f. %" : 
Korivay, a rough war 1 :k e peof ! ?, 1 : r. e :■ r t .- 1 :::•-. z* 
the Saxons, to whom t'liey were nzii r.e^.ga^- .-». 

After many invafion* from id^ Da*.':, £:,;■--- 51 -t- 
of England fets forth the £-:: i;a--T. H» xn' .-- : :; 
King of aJ I Atbhn^ an oil r.iir.e cftfeii .ilir^:; i:.: ^. is 
the firfl abfo!ute monarch. He r.ij^ >cic= - :■ ::* 
Danes, and allowed them to lire ic h:> doaii:.:.! n x: 
with the Engl'jb. 

In this Prince's time there were fi-e X:^?; i^ Wjiu:^ 
who all did him hom-2ge for their cczit-vT 

Thcfe Dofffj brg£.n firft to n^ake :3=:r iira?;-.-: ■:•-• 
abont the year 8oo, which tncy after rtsr»e- a: ic»e- 
ral times, and nnder fe'cral leaderf, a-i were u 'irtra 
repulfed. They uii-d to come with *i3 c::r:''?n if 
fhips, bum and ravage before xzjcx,, as tie r-ifr: -if 
London, Wincbeftery Sec. Encouraged br ''ivjtrli itid 
prey, they often wintered in Eng'ani. {f.rJfylr;t Sbcv- 
felves in the northern parts, from »'ie.i::e ikr.'cnei^r 
infefted'the 5tfx0« Kings In prcsu cf t:zi.e tstn ift-^. 
- ed with the EngUflj (as was faid b^'^r? acd . rtrs ii^-tr 
the i9^ur9« government : But Etttlrtd^ tv?« ^i^ 'A 
England, weary of the /iiijv/^ ibA^-ie, a -^^^jc '--_'i:*.r 
is formed, and the Danej arc oieiTsxr^d ^^. 1/ y''- y 
in one day all over Engiand. 

Four years after, .^ wf7« Y^z.z'jz Drttruari . \'s frr^rt 
the death of his icoj.cX:, in. -ad si ttrisAt , xssi^ arf.;- 
batcles fought, and much crwel:y e'»:'-->t. '«* -vv- 
dues the whole kingdom, f',:*.::.^ L^^.u^tt v. .: i :«•?• 
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Swiyn dying, his fon Canutus fucceeds in the kirg- 
dom ; but E their ed returning with an army^ Canuttu is 
forced to withdraw to Denmark for fuccour. 

Etheireti dies, and his Ton Edmond Ironfide fucceeds ; 
but Canutus returning with frefli forces from Demmark^ 
after feveral battles, the kingdom is parted between 
them both. Edmond dying, his fons are fent beyond 
fea by Canutus ^ who is now fole King of England. 

Hardicanute^ the lall Danijh King, dying ivithout if- 
fue, EdiMnrdj fon of Etbelrtdy is chofen King. Fcr 
his great holinel's, he was furnamed the Con/fjfor^ and 
fiinted after his death. He was the fi»-ll of our Prin- 
ces that attempted to cure the King*s evil, by touch- 
irig. He fird introduced what is now called the Conn- 
:non Law. In his time began the mode and humour 
among the Englifij gentry, of ufing the French torguc 
and fifhions, in compliance with the King, who had 
been broJ up in Normandy, 

The Danijh government in England laded but twen* 
ty-fix years, undtr three Kings. 

Edward the Confeilbr married the daughter of E.irl 
Godiuhi, an Englijh nobleman of great power, but of 
Datfijh extradlion ; but, wanting iiTue, he appointed 
Edgar Atheling, grandfon to his brother, to fucceed him, 
and Harcldy fon of Earl God<win to be Governor of the 
young Prince. But, upon Edivard*^ death, Hanld 
neglc6led Edgar Atbeling^ and ufurpcd the crown for 
himfelf. 

Ed'wardy while he was in Normandy^ met fo good re- 
ception, that it was faid he made a promife to that 
Duke, that, in cafe he recovered hit kingdoms, and 
died without iifue, he would leave it to him. Edward 
dying, Wilhani Duke of Normandy lends to Harold to 
claim the crown ; but Haroldnovf in poflcflion, relolves 
to keep it. Upon which Duke Wtiiiam^ having pre- 
pared a mighty fljct and army, invades England^ lands 
at haJhngSy icts fire to hib fleet, to cut off all hope from 
his men of returning. To Hurold he fent his mefi'en- 
gcr, demanding the kingdom ana his fubjedtion : But 
//«rc Ay returned him this anfwcr. That, unlcfs he de- 
parted li:s land, he would n.ake him fenfible of his icil 
dirplealure, to Harold advanced his forces into 6'/^- 

Jex^ 
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JeXi within fevcn miles of his enemy. The Normau 
Duke, to fave the effufion of blood, fent thefe offers to 
Harold \ either wholly to reiign the kingdom to him» 
or to try the quarrel with him in iingle combat. To 
this Harold di\6, not a^ree.* 

Then the battle joined. The Normans. hzd gottea 
the worft, if it had not been for a ttratagem they m- 
vented, which got them the day. «n this engagement 
Harold WIS killed, and ff'tlliofft Dnks of Normandy be- 
came King of Englatidf under the name of WtlUatn the 
Conqueror. 
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The repeal of the TEST. 



THOSE of cither fide who have written upon 
this fubjeft of the Ttft, in making or anlwcr- 
ing objeftions, feem to fail by not prefling fuffici- 
ently the chief point upon which the controvcrfy 
turns. The arguments ufed by thofe who write for 
the church are very good in their kind, but will have 
little force under the prefent corruptions of mankind, 
becaufe the authors treat this fub]e&. tan^uam in republi' 
$a Platonis, et ncnf/ece Romuli, " 

It mull be conteiTed, that, confidering how few em- 
ployments of any confequence fall to the Aiare of thofc 
Englijh who*are born in this kingdom, and thofc few 
\'ery dearly purchaftd, at the e^pencc of cnnfcience, 
liberty, and all regard for the public good, they arc 
not worth contending for : And, if nothing but profit 
were in the cafe, it would hardly coft me one iigh 
when I fliould fee thofe few fcraps thrown among 
^v^\^ fpccies of Fanatics, to fcufflc for among thexn- 
felvcs. 

And this will infallibly be the cafe, after repealing 
the Tefl. For, ^\{^xy iubdivifion of fedl wili, witS 
equal juflice, pretend to have a fhare ; and, as it ii 
ufual v/ith fharers, will never think they have enough, 

while 
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while any pretender is left unprovrded. I fhall not 
except the Quakers; becau^> when the pa^ge is 
once let open for all fefts to partake in public emolu- 
ments, it is very probable the lawfulnefs of taking 
oaths, and wearing carnal weapons, may be revealed 
to the brotherhood ; which thought, Iconfefs, was firft 
put into my head by one of the fhrcwdeft Quakers in 
this kingdom *. 

* Undoubtedly the Quaker hinted at by Dr &wift was the late 
Mr Ro9kei a man who had a very good ta(!e for wit, had read a. 
bundance of hii^ory, and was perhaps the moll learned Quaker, one 
of them, in the world. To the beft of my recoUedlion, he was 
the author of a good humorous paftosal in the Quaker-ftyJe. 
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MAXIMS 

CONTROLLED 

IN IRE LA N O. 

ne Truth offome Maxims in State and Government exa* 
mined ivtth reference to Ireland. 

THERE are certain Maxims of State, founded 
up(^n long obfcrvation and experience, drawn 
from the conflant pradice of the wifeft nations, and 
from the very principles of government, nor ever con- 
trolled by any writer upon politics. Yet all thefc 
Maxims do neccflarily prefuppofe a kingdom, or com- 
n:onwealth, to have the fame natural rights common 
t.) the reft of mankind who have entered into civil (b* 
ricty. For, if we could conceive a nation where each 
Qi the inhabliants had but one eye, one leg, and one 
hand, it is phin that, before you could inltitute them 
into a republic, an allowance muft be made for thofe 
material dcfc^Jls, therein they differed from other mor- 
tals. Or, imagine a Icgiflator forming a fyftem for die 
government of XW/aw, and, proceeding upon die 
maxim that man is a fociable animal, (houid draw them 
outof their cells, and form them into corporations or ec- 
rcral aflcmblles ; the confcquencc might probably be, 
th;:t they would fall foul on each otiier, or burn the 
houfe over their own heads. ♦ 

Of the like nature are innumerable errors, committed 
by crude and Ihort thinkers, who reafon upon general to- 
pics, without the Icall allowance for the moft importanC 
circumftances, v/hich quite alter the nature of che cafe. 

This hath been the fate of tliofc fmall dealers, who 
are every day publifhing their thoughts either on*paper 
or in their affcmblics for improving the trade of In* 
^and, and referring us to the praftice and example of 
-^f^iand, Holland^ France^ or other nations. 
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I fhall therefore examine certain maxims of govern- 
ment,, which generally pafs for uncontrolled in the woridy^ 
and confid*T how far they will fuit with the prcfent con- 
dition of this kingdom. 

FirH, it 13 affirmed by wife men, that the dearnefs 
of things neceffary for life, in a fruitful country, is a 
certJiin fing of wealth and great commerce : For, when 
luch necefiarics are de?r, it muft abfolutely follow that 
money is cheap and plentiful. 

But this is nianifeltly falfc in Ireland^ for the follow- 
ing reafon. Some )ears ago, the fpecies of money 
here did probably amount to fix or (even hundicd 
thoufand pounds ; and 1 have good caufe to believe, 
the t our remittances then did not much exceed the cafh 
brought in to us. Bat the prodigious difconragements 
we have fince received in every branch of our trade, 
by the frequent enforcements, and rigorous execution 
of the navigation -ad, the tyranny of under cuftom- 
houfe officers, the yearly addition of abfentees, the pay- 
nier.ts to regiments abroad, to civil and military officers 
refiding in England^ the unexpected fud.lcn demaiids 
of great fumtf from the treafury, and fome other drains 
of perhaps as great confequ^nce, we now fee ourfelves 
Induced to a ftate (fince we have no friends) of being 
pitied b/our enemies, at leaft, if our enemies were of 
iuch a kind as to be capable of any regards towards us,, 
except of hatred and contempt. 

Forty years are now paffed fince the Pwevolution, 
when the contention of the Britiflj empire was, moft 
unfortunately for us, and altogether againft the ufual 
courfe of fuch mighty changes in government, decided 
in the leaft important nation, but wich fuch ravages 
and ruin executed on both fides, as to leive the king- 
dom a defart, which, in fome fort, it IHII continues. 
Neither did the long rebellions in 1641 make half fuch 
a dettrudlion of houfes, plantations, and perfonal 
wealth, in both kingdoms, as two years campaigns did 
in ours, by fighting England*^ battles. 

By flow degrees, and by the gentle treatment we- 
received under two aufpicious reigns, we grew able to 
live without running in deb:. Oar a'oV'ttwvi^s \4t\^ 
but few, we had great i dulgencft \xi U'Jl^i<t» ^ ^^w- 
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fiderable (hare in employmeiits of churck and ftate; 
andy while the fhort leafes condnaed, which were la 
fome years after the ^21 ended, tenants paid their iCnti 
wi'h eafe and chearfulneA, to the mac regret of duir 
landlords, who had taken up a fpint of oppreffion that 
is not eafy removed. And although, in thefe (hart 
leafes, the rent was gradually to increafe after (hort 
periods ; yet, as foon as the term elap(ed, the land wn 
let to the high ell bidder, moft conunoalj without tk 
lead cfTeflual claufe for building or planting. Yet by 
many advantages, which this i(Eind then poflefledy and 
hath fince utterly loil, the rents of lands ftill grew hidicf 
upon every leafe that expired, till they have anivedat 
the prefent exorbitance : vhhen the fit)g» OTerfwelling 
hinifelf, burft at lall. 

With the price of land, of neceflity rofe that of cora 
and cattle, and all other commodides that fanners dol 
In : Hence liiccwife, obvioudy, the rates of all goodi 
£nd manufadlures among (hopkeepers» the wascs of 
i^^rvants, and hire of labourers. But, althoagh oof 
xniferies came on fail, with neither trade nor money 
left, yet, neither will the landlord abate in hit lent, 
nor c.in the tenant abate in the price of what that renC 
muft be paid with, nor any fhopkeeper^ tradefmao. or 
labourer live at lower expence, for food and doathin^ 
than he did before. 

I have been the larger upon this firfl head, bectufc 
the fame obfervations will clear up and ftrengthen a 
good deal of what 1 (hall afHrm upon the reft. 

The fecond Maxim of thofe who reafon upon tiidt 
and government, is to afTert, that low intereft it actf^ 
tain fign of great plenty of money in a nation, for 
^vhich, as in many other articles, they prodoce dw 
cx:itt}p\cs of Holland 2Lnd Er/glan^, But, with relatiaa 
to Ireland y this Maxim is like wife entirely falfe. 

There aie tv/o rcafons for the lownefs of interef(ii 
any country. Firll, that which is ufually allcdged, the 
great plenty of fpecic ; and this is obvious. The fe- 
cond is the want of trade, which ftldom falls under 
common obfcrvation, although it be equally true. For, 
where trade is altogether difcouraged, there are few 
borrowers. lu ihole co\xxvui«.s whccc men can emplc^ 
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a large ftock, the young merchant, whofe fortune may 
be four or five hundred pounds, will venture to bor- 
row as much mo e, and can afford a reafonable interefl. 
Neither is it eafy at this day to find many of thofe, whofe 
bufmefs reaches to employ even fo inconfiderable a fum, 
except among the importers of wine ; who, as they 
have moft part of the prefent trade in thefe parts of Ire- 
land in their hands, fo they are the moft exorbitant, 
cxa6ling, fraudulent dealers that ever trafficked in any 
nation, and are making all pofiible fpeed to ruin both 
themfelves and the nation. 

From this defe«ft of gentlemens not knowing how 
to difpofe of their ready money, arifeth the high pur- 
chafe of lands, which in all other countries is reckoned: 
a fign of wearlth. For, the frugal fqaires, who live 
below their incomes, have no other way to difpofe of 
their favings but by mortgage or purchafe, by which 
the rates of land muil natur4lly increafe; and, if this 
trade continues long under the uncertainty of rents, 
the landed men of ready money will find it more for 
their advantage to fend their cafh to England , and 
place it in the funds ; which I myfelf an? determined 
to do, the firft confiderable fum I (hall be mafter of 

It hath likewife been a maxim among politicians, 
that the great increafe of buildings in the metropolis 
argues a floirrifhing ftate. But this, I confefs, hath 
been controlled, from the example of London ; where, 
by the long and annual parliamentary feffions, fuch a 
number of lenators, with their families, friends, adhe- 
rents, and expectants, draw fuch prodigious numbers 
to that city, that the old hofpitable cuftom of lords and 
gentlemen living in their antient feats, among their 
tenants, is*aImoft loft in England ; is laughed out of 
doors ; in fo much that, in ihe m'ddle of fummer, a 
legal Hbufe of Lords and Commons might be brought 
in a few hours to London^ from their country villas 
within twelve miles round. 

The cafe in Ireland is yet fomewhat worfe : For the 
abfentees of great eftates, who, if they lived at home, 
would have many rich retainers in their nei^Khci\i.\- 
hoods, having learned to rack the\r \aTvd%, ^xv^ ^^\xe.^ 
their Jea>i?5, sts /nuchas any ref\dii\^ ^c\\ux^ •, ^\x^ x^^ 
L 3 • ^^^' 
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few remaining of thefe latter, having fome vain hope 
of employments for themfelvcs or therr children, and 
difcouraecd by the beggarlincfs and thievery of thdr 
own miicrablc farmers and cottagers, or (educed by the 
vanity of their wives, on pretence of their children'i 
education, (whereof the fruits are fo apparent) together 
with that mod wonderful and yet more unaccountable 
zeal for a feat in their afTembly, though at feme yean 
purchafe of their whole cflates. Thefe, and feme other 
motives better let rafs, have drawn fuch a conconrfe 
to this beggarly city, that the dealers of the feveral 
branches of building have found out all the commo- 
dious and inviting places for eredting new houiet» 
while fifteen hundred of the old ones, which is a (evendi 
part of the whole city, are faid to be left uninhabited, 
and falling to ruin. Their method is the fame with 
that which was firft introduced by Dr Barehomt at Ln- 
don, who died a bankrupt. The mafon, the bricklayer, 
the carpenter, the (later, and the glazier, take a lot of 
ground, club to build one or more houfes, unite their 
credit, their (lock, and their money, and, when ibdr 
work is finifhed, fell it to the bed advantage they can. 
But, as it often happens, and more every day, that their 
fund will not anfwer half their defign, they are forced 
to undcrfell it at the firfl dory, and are all reduced ti 
beggary. In fo much that I kuow a certain fanitk 
brewer *, who is reported to have (bme hundreds ef 
houfes in this town, is faid to have purchafed the greI^ 
er part of them at half value from ruined undertaken, 
hath intelligence of all new houfes where the finiflung 
is at a (land, takes advantage of the builder's diftrcfi, 
and, by the advantage of ready money, gets fifty /d 
lent, at lead for his bargain. • 

It is another undifputed maxim in government, tbit 
people are the riches of a nation ; which is ib nnivcr- 
I'aDy granted, that it will be hardly pardonable to biiB| 
it in doubt. And I will grant it to be fo far true, efco 
in this ifland, that, if we had the AJrictm cuAon tf 
privilege, of felling our ufelefs bodies for flaves to C^ 
reigners, it would be the mod ufeful branch of otf 
trade, by ridding us of a mod unfupportaUe boidet, 
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and bringing us money in their ftead. But, in our pre- 
sent /ituation, at leaft five children in fix who are born 
\y a dead weight upon us for want of employment. 
And a very fiullful computer afiured me, that above 
•one half of the fouls in this kingdom fupported them- 
felves by begging and thievery, whereof two thirds 
would be able to get their bread in any other country 
upon earth. Trade is the only incitement to labour : 
Where that fails, the poorer native mull either beg, 
fieal, or ftarve, or be forced to quit his country. This 
hath made me often wifh, for fome years pad, that, in* 
ftead of ^ifcoaraging our people from feeking foreign 
foil, that the public would rather pay for tranfporting 
all our unnecelTary mortals, vvhether Papifts or Prote- 
ilants, to America^ as drawbacks are fome times allowed 
for exporting commodities where a nation is ovcrftock- 
ed. I confefs myfelf to be touched with a very fenfible 
pleafure, when 1 hear of a mortality in any country- 
parifh or village, where the wretches are forced to pay 
for a filthy cabbin and two ridges of potatoes treble the 
worth, brought up to fteal or beg, for want of work 5 to 
whom death would be the beft thing to be wiihed for> 
on account both of themfelves and the public. 

Among all taxes impofed by the legiflature, thofe 
upon luxury are univerfally allowed to be the mofl e- 
quitable and beneficial to the fubje<^l ; and the com- 
moner reafoner on government might fill a volume 
with arguments on the fubjed. Yet here again, by 
the Angular tate of Ireland^ this maxim is utterly falfe ; 
and the putting it in pradice may have fuch pernicious 
a confequence, as 1 certainly believe the thoughts of 
the propofers were not able to reach. 

The mifcries we fufFcr by our abfentees are of a far 
more extenfive nature than feems to be commonly un- 
dcrflood. I muft vindicate myfelf to the reader fo far 
as to declare folemnly, that what I fhall fay of thofe 
lords and fquires, doth not arife from the lead regard 
I have for their underllandings, their virtues, or their 
perfons. For, although I have not the honour ot the 
leafl acquaintance with any one among them (my am- 
bit.on not foaringfo high) yet I am too ^00^ ^vaWxva^'s. 
of the fituat]on they have been in ioi i\x\ivj ^^^i^ ^^^-^ 
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the vener-tion paid them by the people* the high e- 
fleeixi they are in amon^ the prime nobility and gentry, 
the particular marks of favour and diflin^ion they re- 
ceive from the court : The weight and confequcnce of 
their interefl, added to their great zeal and application 
for preventing any hardfhips their country might fuffer 
from England, wifely confidering that their own fbrtmcs 
and honours were embarked in the fame bottom. 
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DOCTOR SWIFT, 

B y 
A O U A K E R, 

When three hundred pounds were bid for taking up 
the Drafier. 

1 Sam. Chap. xvi. ver. 45, 

'* A ^P ^^® people faid unto Saul^ Shall Jonathati 
^* l\ dic^f who hath wrought this great Salvation in 
<• l/rAtl\ God forbid: As the Lord liveth, there 
*' (hall not one hair of his head fall to the ground;. 
<* for he wrought with God this day. So the people 
<' xtkyxei Jonathan^ that he died not/* 
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DOING GOOD: 

A 

SERMON, 

On the Occafion of WOOD's Pro:iect. 
Written in the Year m, d c c> x x.i v. 



G A L A TI AN S, Vi. lO. 

Ji lue ha^ve therefore opportunity ^ let us do Good 
unto all men^ 

NATURE direfls everyone of us, and God permiti 
us, to confult our own private good before the 
private good of any other peribn whatioevcr. Wc arC| 
indeed, commanded to love our neighbour as ourielves, 
but not as well as ourfelves. The love we have for our- 
felves is to be the pittern of that love we ought to have 
towards our neighbour : But, as the copy doth not e- 
qual the original, fo my neighbour cannot think it 
hard, if I prefer myfelf, who am the original, before 
him, who is only the copy. Thus, if any matter equal- 
ly concern the life, the reputation, the profit of mT 
neighbour, and my own; the law of nature, which u 
the law o\ God, obligcth mc to take care ot myfelf 
firft, and afterwards of him. And this I need not beat 
much pains in pcrfuading you to ; for the want of fclf- 
love, with regard to things of this world, is nota« 
mong the faults of mankind. But then, on theothoc- 
fide, if, by a fmall hurt andlofs to myfelf, I can pro- 
cure a great good to my neighbour, in that cafe hisin- 
tercft is to be preferred. For example, if I can be furt 
ol f-iving his life, without great danger to my own ; if 
J can prefcrve him from being undone, without ruining 
niyitii^ or rccovewn^ \vu Tc^\i\\\\a\i mahout blailing 
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mine ; all this I am obliged to do : And, if I finccrely 
perform it, I do then obey the command of God, in lo- 
ving my neighbour as myfelf. 

But, befide this love we owe to every man in his par- 
ticular capacity under the title of our neighbour, there 
is yet a duty of a more large extenfive n 'tjre incum- 
bent on us ; which is, our love to ou. neigh.)Our in his 
public capacity, as he is a memb^T of that great body 
the commonwealth, under the fame government with 
ouiTelves ; and this is ufually called love of the public, 
and is a duty to which we are more ftridly obligcl th in 
even that of Joving ourfelves ; becaufc therein ourlclves 
are alfo contained, as well as all our neighbours, in one 
great body. This love of the public, or of the com- 
monwealth, or love of our country, was in ancient times 
properly known by the name of l^irtus, becaufe it was 
the greateft of all virtues, and was luppofcd to contain 
all virtues in it: And many great examples of this vir- 
tue are left us on record, fcarcely to be believed, or e- 
ven conceived, in fuch a bafe, corrupted, wicked age as 
this we live in. In tholie times it was common for men 
to facrifice their lives for the good of their country, al- 
though they had neither hope or belief of future re- 
ward^ ; whereas, in our days, very few make the leaft 
fcruple of facrificing a whole nation, as well as their 
own fouU, for a little prefent gain ; which often hath 
been known to end in their own ruin in this world, as 
it certainly muft in that to come. 

Have we not feen men, for the fake of fome petty 
employment, give up the very natural rights and liber- 
ties of their country, and of mankind, in the ruin of 
which theaifelves muft at laft be involved ? Are not 
thefe corruptions gotten among the meaneft of our peo- 
ple, who, ror a piece of money, will give their votes at 
a venture, for the difpofal of their own lives and for- 
tunes, without confidering whether it be to thofc who 
are moft likely to betray or defend them ? 

But, if I were to produce only one inftance of a hun- 
dred wherein we fail in this duty of loving our country, 
it would be an endlefs labour ; and therefore I ihaiV ' 
attempt it. 

But here I iwuld.not be nvifiinde AooA. •• 'ft* 
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love of oar country I do not mean loyaltv to our Kinf^ 
for that is a duty of another nature ; and a man may be 
very loyaK in the common fenle of the ivord» without 
one grain of public good at his heart. Witnefs this very 
kingdom we live in. I verily believe, that, fince tbe 
beginning of the world, no nation upon earth ever 
fhewpd (all circumftances confidered) luch high con- 
ftant mark> of loyalty in all their anions and behavi- 
orur as we have done : And, at the feme time, no peo- 
ple ever appeared more utterly void of what is called i 
Public Spirit. When J fay the people, I mean the bulk 
or mafs of the people, for I have nothing to do with 
thoie in power. 

Therefore I ftiall think my time not ill fpent, if I 
can perfuade moil: or all of you who hear me, to (hew 
the love you have for your country, bv endeavoaring,iB 
your feveral ilations, to do all the public good you ait 
able. For I am certainly perfuaded, that all our mif* 
fortunes arife from no other original caufe than that ge- 
neral difregard among us to the public welfare. 

I therefore undertake to (hew you three things. 

Firjly That there are few people fo weak or meant 
who have it not fometimes in their power to be ufeful 
to the public. 

Secondly, That it is often in the power of the meanet 
among mankind to do mifchief to the' public. 

And laflfyt That all wilful injuries done to the pt- 
blic are very great and aggravated fins in the fight cf 
God. 

Firfl, There are few people fo weak or mean, irto 
have it not fometimes in their power to be afeful totk 
public. 

Solomon tells us of ia poor wife man who laved a dlf 
by his counfel. It hath often happened, that a prii 
foldicr, by fome unexpected brave attempt* haiB beti 
inftrumental in obtaining a great vidiory. How ni . 
obfcure men have been authors of veiy ofefol wni 
tions, whereof the world now reaps the benefit ? Tk 
'very example of honelly and indumry in a poor traded 
man will fometimes fpread through a neighbonrhooi 
when others fee how fuccefsful he is ; and thus to w^ 
ny ufeful members are ^^au^^^^qx "v^hLchdie wlidc b^ 
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Ay of the pablic is the better. Whoever is ble/Ted with 
a true public fpirit, God w 11 certainly put it into his 
way to m 'ke ufe of that blefli'ig, tor the ends it was 
given- him, by feme means or other : And therefore it 
hath been obfervcd in moft ages, th^t the greateft ac- 
tions, for the benefit of the commonweahh, have been 
performed by the ivifdom or courae;c, the contrivance 
or induftryof particular men, and not of numbers ; and 
that the iafety of a kingdom hath often been owing to 
thofe hands irom whence it was leail expeiSb^d 

.Buf, SeconJly^ it is often in the* power of the mean- 
eft among mankind to do mifchief to the public : And 
hence arife moft of thole miferies with which the ftates 
and kingdoms of the earth are infefted. How many 
great princes have l>een murdered by the meaneft ruf- 
fians ? The weakeft hand can open a flood -gate to 
drown a country, which a thoufand of the ftrongeft 
cannot flop Thofe who have thrown off all regard 
for public good, will often have it in their way to do 
public evil, and will not tail to exercife that power 
whenever they can. The greateft blow given of late 
to thi> kingdom, was by the difhonefty of a few manu* 
fa£burers ; who,' by impofing bad ware at foreign mar- 
kets, in almoft the only traffic permitted to us, did 
half ruin that trade j by wh ch this poor unhappy 
kingdom now fufFers in the midft of fufferings. 1 fpirak 
not here of perfons in high ftations, who ought to be 
free from all refledion, and are fuppofed always to in- 
tend the welfare of the community : But we now find 
by experience, that the meaneft inftrument may, by the 
concurrence of accidents, have it in his power to bring 
a. whole kingdom to the very brink of deftrudion, and 
is ac this prefcnt endeavouring to finifh his work; and 
hath agenCb among ourfeJves, who are contented to f^e 
their own country undone, to be fmall fharers in that 
iniquitous gain, which at laft rauft end in their own 
ruin as well as ours. I confefs, it was chiefly the con- 
fideration of that great danger we are in, wnich enga- 
ged me to difcourfe to yoa on this fubjeft ; to exhort 
.you to a love of your country, and a public fpiat, when 
all you have is at ilake ; to prefer the interell o£ >jCi^'t 
Vol, X. M ^\\\i^^ 
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Prince and your fellow fubjeds before that of one dc- 
ilru6live iinpoftor, and a few of his adherents. 

Perhaps it may be thought by Tome, that this way 
of difcourfmg is not fo proper from the pulpit. But 
furely, when an open attempt is made, and far carried 
on, to make a great kingdom one large poor-houfe, to 
deprive us of all means to exercife ho^itality or chari- 
ty, to turn our cities and churches into ruins, to make 
the country a defart for wild bea(b and robbers, to de- 
flroy all arts and fciences, all trades and manufa£bires, 
and the very tillage of the ground, only*to enrich one 
obfcure ill defigning projeSor, and his fcillowers ; it 
is time for the paftor to cry out that the wolf is getting 
into his flock, to warn them to (land together, and aN 
to confult the common fafety. And Ood be praiied 
for his infinite goodnefs in raifiirg fiich a fpirit or unioB 
among us, at Itafl in this point, in ^e midft of all 
our former divifions ; which union, if it continue, will 
in all probability, defeat the pernicious defign of tkil 
pcftilent enemy to the nation. 

But, from hence, it clearly follows how n^ceiEuy 
the love of our country, or a public fphit, is in cve^ 
particular man, fince the wicked have fa m^ny oppor- 
tunities of doing public mifcMef. Every man is opOB 
liis own guarjd for his private advantage ; but, where 
the public is concerned, he is apt to be negligent, cOo- 
£dering himfelf only as one among two or three millions, 
^mong whom the lofs is equally ihared, and thns» he 
thinks, he can be no great fufferer. Meanwhile the 
trader, the farnier, and the fhop-keeper, complaia of 
the hardnefs and deadnefs of the times, and wonder 
whence it comes ; while it is, in a great meafure, ovfrinf 
to their own folly, for want of that love of their com- 
try, and public fpirit and £rm union among themleheVi 
v^ hich are fo neceifary to the profperity of crety u^ 
tion. 

Another method by which the meaneft wicked nai 
may have it in his power to injure the public, isfalfe 
r.ccufation, whereof this kingdom hath afforded toomiiT 
c xamples : Neither is it long iince no man, whofe a/L 
nions jvere thought to differ from thofe in Ikttam, 
could lafely conveifc \>e^oiv^ \C\^ tv^«^^ Ctiend^ fi* 
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fear of being fworn againft, as a traitor, by thofc who 
made a traffic of perjury aad fuboriiation ; by which 
the very peace of the nation was difturbed, and men. 
fled from each other as they would from a lion or a bear 
got loofe. And, it is very remarkable, that the per- 
nicious projeft now in hand to reduce us to beggary, 
was forwarded by one of thefe falfe accufers, who had 
been. con vidlcd of endeavouring, by penury and fubor- 
nation, to take away the lives of fevcral innocent pcr- 
fons here among us ; and, indeed, there could not be 
a more proper inftrument for fuch a work. 

Another method by which the meant ft people may 
do injury 10 the public, is the fpreading of lies and 
falfe rumours, thus raifing a diflruft among the peop^ 
of a nation, caufing them to miftake their true intcrell, 
and their enemies for their friends : And this hath been 
likewife too fucceisfiil a pradice among us, where we 
have known the whole kingdom milled by the groffift 
lies, raifid upon occafion to fervc fomc particular turn. 
As it hath alfo happened in the cafe I lately men:- 
tioned, where one oofcure man, by reprcfcating our 
wants where they were leaft, and concealing them 
where they were greateft, had almolt fucceeaed in a 
projeft of utterly ruining this whole kingdom ; and 
may iliil fucceed, if God doth not continue that pu« 
blic fpirit, which he hath almoft miraculouily kindled 
in us upon this occaiion. 

Thus we fee the public is many times, as it were, at 
the mercy of the meaneft inilTiiment, who can be wick- 
cd enoTugh to watch opportunities of doing it mifchief^ 
upon the principles of avarice or malice ; which, I anv 
a6-aid, are deeply rooted in too many breafts, and agiin.'i 
which there can be no defence, but a firm rofolution in 
all honcft men, to be clofely united and a6live in. (hewing 
their love to their country, by preferring the public in- 
tereft to their prcfent private advantage. If a pa/Tcnger, 
in a great llorm at fja, Ihould hide bis goods that they 
might not be thrown over board to lighten the fliip, 
what would he the confequence ? The ihip is call 
away, and he lofes his life and goods together. 

We have heard of men, who, throug^K ^tct-dx^^^.^ ^^ 
gain, have brought infeded «ood% \tiXo -a^ x^^.vci'^v- 
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which bred a plague, whereof the owners and their 
families periihcd £rii I«ct thofe among' us confider 
this and tremble, whofe hoafes are privately ftored\vith 
thofe materials of beggary and dcfolation, latfdy 
brought over to be fcattercd like peflileace among their 
countrymen, which may probably firft feizeupon them- 
ielves and their families, until thcil* hoafes fhall be 
made a dunghill. 

I fhall mention one practice more, .by which the 
meaneil inftruments often fucceed in doing public mif- 
chicf ; and this is by deceiving us with piaulible argo- 
ments, to make us believe that the moft ruinous pro* 
je£l they can offer is intended for oar good, ab it hap- 
pened in the cafe fo often mentioned. For the poor 
ignorant people, allured by the appearing convenience 
in their fmall dealings, did not diicover the ferpent in 
the brafs, but were ready, like the Ifratlites^ to offer 
incenfe*to it; neither could the wifdom of the natioa 
convince them, until fome, of good intentions, made 
the cheat fo plain to their iight, that thofe who nu 
may read. And thus the def.gn was to treat, os, ia 
every point, as the Philiftines treated Sam/on i (I ineaa 
when he was betrayed by Dalilah) firft to put out cor 
tyti, and then bind us with fetters Qf brafs, 

I proceed to the laft thing I propofcd, which was 
to fhew you that all wilful injuries done to the pablic» 
are very great and aggravated fins in the fight of God. 

Firfl, It is apparent from Scripture, and raoft agree- 
able to reafon, that the fafety and welfare of naiottt 
are under the moft peculiar care of God's providence. 

Thus he promifed AhrahanhXo fave Sodom^ if only 
ten righteous men could be found in it. Thus the rea- 
fon which God gave to Jotias for not dedroying JVimr* 
fveh was, becaufe there were fix-fcorc thoufand men in 
that city. 

, All government is from God, who is the God .of 
order, and therefore whoever attempts to breed con-» 
iufion or difturbance among a people, doth his utmoft 
:ake the government of the world out of God's handle 
.ind to put it into the hands of the devil, who is the 
Author of confufion. By which it is plain , that no 
crime, how hemou% foevti, commvxv;^ ^%^"uft. ^atticn- 
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fer pcrfon?, can equal the guilt of him who does in- 
jury to the public. 

Secondly^ All offenders againft their country lie un- 
der this grievous difficulty, that it is next to impoffible 
. to obtain a pardon, or make reilitution. The bulk of 
mankind arc very quick at rcfenting injuriei, and very 
flow in forgiving them : And how ftiftll one man be 
able to obtain the pardon- of millions, vx repair the in- 
juries he hath done to millions ? How fhall thofe, 
who, by a moft dcftruftivc fraud, got the whole wealth 
of our neighbouring kingdom into their hands, be ever 
able to make a recom pence? How will the authors 
and promoters of that villainous projedt, for the ruia 
of this poor country, be able to account with us for the 
injuries thv'y have already done, although they fhould 
no farther fuccecd? The deplorable cafe of fuch 
wretches, mull entirely be \^il to the unfathomable- 
mercies of God: For thofe who know the leaft in re- 
ligion are not ignorant- that; without our ntmoll endea« 
vours to make reftitution to the perlon mjnred, and. 
to obtain his pardon, added to a fincere rep::ntance,. 
there is no hope of falvation given in the Gofpel. 

Lafily^ All offences againft our own country have. 
this aggravation, that they are ungrateful and unnaturaK 
It is to our country we owe thofe laws which prottd usr 
in our lives, our liberties, oar properties, and our re- 
ligion. Our country produced us into the world, and 
eontinues to nourifh us, fo that it is ufually called our 
mother ; and there have been examples of great magi- 
ftrates, who have put their own children to death for 
endeavouring to betray, their country, as if they had 
attempted the life of their ratur^l parent. 

TJius I have briefly fhewn )qu how terrible a fin if 
is to be an enemy to our country, in order to incite you 
to the contrary virtue,. which at this juncture is fo high- 
ly neceflary, when every man's endeavour will be of 
ufe. We have hitherto been juft able to fupport our- 
feb^es under many hardihips ; but now the axe is laid 
to the root of the tree, and nothing but a firm union 
among us can prevent our utter undoing. This w^ -a*^ 
obliged to, in duty to our gracious K'\r.^, 2l^V4«)\ w* x» 
ouritlv^. LqX us therefore prtfcrvc ^^\ ^xi^\^ V/'VVX, 

M 3 ^\a.eft- 
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which God hath raifed in as for onr own temporal in- 
tcrell. For, if this wicked projed fhould facceed, 
which it cannot do but by our own folly ; if we fell 
ourfelves for nought ; the merchant, the fho;i-lceeper» 
the artificer, muft fly to the delart with their miferable 
families, there to ftarve or live upon rapine, or at leaft 
exchange their country for one more hofpitable than 
that where they were born. 

Thus much I thought it my duty to fay to yon, who 
are under my care, to warn you againft thofe temporal 
evils, which may draw the worft of fpiritnal etils after 
them ; fuch as heart- b amines, murmarings, difcon- 
tcnts, and all manner of wickednefs which a defperate 
condition of life may tempt men to. 

I am fenfible that what I have now faid will not go 
very far, being confined to this afTembJy'; but 1 hope 
it may flir up others of my brethren to exhort their Ic* 
veral congregations, after a more effedual manner, to 
ihew their love for their country on this iniportant oc- 
caiion. And this, I am fare, cannot be called med- 
dling in affairs of (late. 

I pray God protect his moft gracious Majefty, and 
this kingdom, long under bis government, and defend 
us from all ruinous projedors, deceivers, fnbornen, 
perjurers, falfe accufers, and opprefTors ; from the n- 
rulence of party and fadtion ; and anite us in loyalty to 
onr King, love to our country, and charity to eadi 
other. And this we beg for J^/us Cbrifi hia fake : To 
whom, yr. 
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PROPOSAL 

THAT 

All the Ladirs and Women of Ireland (hould ap' 
pear coiiflaDtly in Ir'tjh Mauuiadtures. 

Written in the Year m,d c c,x x i x, 

THERE was a treatife written about nine yean a- 
go^ to perfuade the people of Ireland to wear 
their own manufa^iures *. This treatife was allowed 
to have not one fyllable in it of party or difaffe£lion, 
hut was wholly founded upon the growing poverty of 
the nation, occafioned by the utter want of trade in e* 
y€ry branch, except that ruinous importation of all fo- 
reign extravagancies from other countries. This trea- 
tife was prefented, by the Grand-jury of the city and 
county of Dublin'^ as a fcandalous, feditious, and fac- 
tious pamphlet. I forget who was the foreman of the 
city Grand-jury, but the foreman for the county was 
one Dr 5W, regifter to the Archbifliop of Duhlirty 
wtierein he differed much from the ientinients of his 
Lord. The Prmter was tried before the late Mr 
Wbitchety that famous Lord Chief- J uftice ; who, on the 
bench, laying his hand on his heart, declared upon his 
fal nation thftt the author was a Jacobite, and had ade* 
fign CO beget a quarrel between the two nations. In 
the midH of this profecution, about 1500 weavers «vcre 
forced to beg their bread,, and had a general contribu- 
tion made for their relief, which joft ferved to make 
them di unk for a week ; and then they were forced to 
turn rogues, or flroling beggars, or to leave the king- 
dom. 

The Duke of Grafton^ who was then Lieutenant^ be- 
ing perfectly aihamed oi lb infamous ?jid mw^cn^v^^x -^ 
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proceeding, obtained from England a noli pro/cqui for the 
Printer. Yet the Grand-jury had folemn thanks ^ivcn 
them from the Secretary of State. 

1 mention this pafTage (perhaps too much forgotten) 
to (hew how dangerous it hath been for the bell mean- 
ing perfon to write one fyllable in the defence of nis 
country, or difcover the mifcrable condition it is in. 

And, to prove this truth, I will produce one inftance 
more ; wholly omitting the famous cafe of the Drapier^ 
and the proclamation againfl him, as well as the fer- 
verfenefs ot another jury againfl the fame Mr- J^hitcbet^. 
who was violently bent to ad the fecond part in an.- 
othe' fcene. 

A »out two yeirs ago there was a fmall paper print*' 
ed, which was called A Jhort Fiewj of the State tf In* 
hnd^y relating the fevcral caufes whereby any country 
may grow rich, and applying them to Ireland, VKbitthtt* 
was dead, and confcquemly the printer was not trou- 
bled. Mijl^ the famous joumalift, happened to repriot 
this paper in London^ for which his prtTs-folks were 
profecuted for almoft a twelvemonth > and, for ought I 
know, are not yet difcharged. 

This is our cafe; infomuch, that, although I am of- 
ten wthout money in my potket, \ dare not ov^n it in 
fome company, for fear of bcmg thought difafil*^d. 

Bui fince i am deternuned to tak'; care^ that tne aa* 
thor of this paper (hill not be difcovercd, (following- 
herein the moft prudent praftice of the Drapier) I wiU 
venture to affirm, that the three feafons wherein oar 
co:n hath m'icarried, did no more contribute to ov 
prefent miiery, than one fpoonful of watci thrown np- 
on a rat already drowned would contribute te hif 
death ; and th.>t the prefent plentiful harveft, althoiigli 
it fhould be followed by a d'>zcn enfuing, woiildi Dt 
more rt:{lore us, than it would the rat aforefaid to pot 
him n.ar th.: fire, which might indeed warm his Wt^ 
coat, but never bring him ba<.k to lite. , 

The fhort of the matter is this: The diftreilea of th« 
kingdom are operating more ai:d more every day, by 
very large de^rfes, and fo have been doing for abcnrea 
dozen years ua^. 

u 



nvear Irish Manufactures. 141 

If you demand from wht- nee thefe diftrjeiftes ten? a- 
rifen, I defire to afk the following queft»Sn 

If two thirds of any ki-gdom's revenue be exported 
to another country, withoat one farthing of value in re- 
turn, and if the faid kingdom be forbidden the moft 
profitable branches of trade wherein to employ the o- 
ther third, and only allowed to traffic in importing thofc 
commodities which are moil ruinous to iti'eU, how ihall 
that kingdom Hand ? 

U this queftion were formed into the firft propofition 
of an hypothetical fyllogifm, I defy the man born in 
Ireland^ who is now in the faireft way of getting a col- 
leftorfliip, or a cornet's poft, to give a good reafon for 
denying it. 

Let me put another cafe. Suppofe a gentleman's tf- 
ilate of 2©o /. a year fhould fmk to one hundred, by 
feme accident, whether by an earthquake or inundation 
it matters not, and fuppofe the faid gentleman utterly 
hopelefs and unqualified ever to retrieve the lofs ; how 
is he otherwife to proceed in his futuie ccconomy, than 
by reducing it on every article to one half lefs» unlefs 
he will be content to fly his country, or rot in jail ? 
This is areprefentation of Ireland^ condition, only with 
one fault, that it is a little too favourable. . Neither am 
I able to propofe a foil remedy for thii, that fhali ever 
be granted, but only a fmall prolongation ot hfe, until 
God fhall miraculoufly di/jx)fethe hearts of our neigh- 
bours, our kinfmcn, our fellow Proteilants, fellow lub- 
jcdls, and fellow rational creatures, to permit us to 
flarve» withput running further in debt. 1 am inform- 
ed that our national debt (and God knows how we 
wretches came by that fafhionable thing a national 
debt) is about 250,000 /. ; which is, at leaf!:, one third 
of the whole kingdom's rents, after our abfentees and 
other foreign drains are paid, and about 50,000/. more 
than all the cafh. 

It feems there are feveralfch ernes for raifing a fund 
to pay the irtereft of this formidable fum, (not the 
pnncip.1l, for this is allowed impoflible.) The neceffi- 
ty of raifing futh a fund is ftrongly and regularly plead- 
ed from the late deficiencies in the duties aitvd cv^^^wx^. 
And is it the fault of Ireland that ih^'i^ ^\xyv^'=. ^x^ ^^*s^* 
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ciettl'. fftJfcfyd^pcnd on trade, can it poifibly he other- 
wife, while :f>have neither liberty to trade, nor mo- 
ney to trade with ; neither hands to work, nor buiinels 
to employ them, if we had? Our difeafes are viiiblee- 
nough, both in their caufes and effects ; and the cares 
are well known, but impoflible to be applied. 

If my (leward comes and tells me, that my rents are 
fcnk fo low that they are very little more than fuffi- 
cieni to pay my fervants their wages, have I any other 
courfe left, than to caffiier four in fix of my rafcally 
footmen, and a number of other varlets in my family, 
of whofe infolence the whole neighbourhood complains. 
And I (hould think it extremely fevere in any law, to 
force me to maintain a houfehold of fifty fervants, and 
fix their wages, before I had offered my rent-roll upoa 
oath to the legiflators. 

To return from digrefiing : I am told one fcheme 
for raifing a fund to pay the intereft of our national 
debt, is by a further duty of forty (hillings a t3Q upon 
wine Some gentlemen would carry this matter mack 
further by raifing it to twelve pounds ; which, in i 
manner, would amount to a prohibition. Thus weak* 
ly arguing from the pra^icc o{ England. 

I have oft;:n taken notice, both in print and in di^ 
courfe, that there is no topic fo fallacious, either ift 
talk or in writing, as to argue how we ought to a^ in 
Jreland from the example of England^ HclTandt Fraau, 
or any other country, whofe inhabitants are allowed the 
a}mmon rights and liberties of human kind. ] coold 
undertake to name fix or feven of the moft uncontrol- 
led maxims in government, which are utterly falieiB 
diis kingdom. 

As to the additional duty on wine, I think any pe^ 
fon mr.v deliver his opinion upon it, until it (hall hafe 
paHl'd into a law; and, till then, 1 declare mine to be 
pofitivcly againft it. 

Firfi, Becauie there is no nation yet known, in ei- 
ther hcmifphere, where the people of all conditions tie 
more in want of fome cordial to keep ap their fpiritSi 
than in this of ou^s. I am not in jtft ; and, if the 
f.\d will not be aUowcd mc, I (hall net argue it. 

Sece»A 



fwear IniSH ManufacTuiii<s. 445 

SecofuHy^ I c is too well and generally known , that 
this tax of foity ihillings additional ^S^vcry ton of 
wine (which will be doable at lead to the home con* 
fumer) will increafe equally every new fefiion of parli- 
ament, until perhaps it comes to twelve pounds. 

Jhirdiyy Bccaufe, as the wjtjrchants inform me^ and 
as I have known many the like inftances in Englantf^ 
this additional tax will more probably leiTen this branch 
of the revenue, than increafj it. And therefore Sir 
John Stanlejy a commifiioner of the cullomsy in England^ 
u/ed to fay, T hat the Houfe of Cooimons were gene- 
rally miflaken in matter of trad€, by an erroneout opi- 
nion that two and two make four. Thus, if you (hould 
lay an additional duty of one penny a pound on rai- 
fins dr fugar, the revenue, initead of riiing, would 
certainly fink : and the confcqucnce would only be, to 
ItfTen the number q{ plum -puddings, and ruin the 
confedlioner, 

Fourthly y I am likewife afTured by merchants, that, 
upon this additional fbny (hillings, the French will at 
leaA equally raife their duties upon all commodities 
we export thither. 

Fiftbhy If an original extract of the exports and im- 
ports be true, we have, been gainers upon the balance 
by our trade with Francs for ieveral years paft ; and, 
although our gain amounts to no great fum, we ought 
to be (atisfied, ^nce we are no lofers, with the only 
confolation we are capable of receiving. 

Laftly^ The wot ft confequence is behind. If we 
Taife the duty on wine to a coniiderablfe height, we lofc 
the only hold we have of keeping among us the few 
gentlemen of any tolerable eilates. I am confident, 
there is hardly a^gentieman of eight hundred pounds a 
year and upwards^ in this kingdom, who would ba- 
lance half an hour to confider whether he fhould live 
here or in England^ if a family could be as cheaply 
maintained in the one as the other. As to eucabies, 
they are as che^ in many fine counties of England^ as 
in fome very indifferent ones here ; or, if ihtre be any 
difFerepce, that vein of thrift, and prudence in occono- 
my, which paffcs there without re^)roac\\, V,^tv^ Os^\v.^^i 
in Landmi itfelf) would amply make >iY ^"^^ ^\^^^^^^^ 
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But the article oi .French wine is hardly tolerablei is 
an> dcgrec'tS^^eiKv , t) a middliag fortune : And ibis 
is it which, by grovving habitaal, wholly tarns the 
fcale wit a thofe few landed men disengaged from em* 
ploy men ts, who content themlelvus co live hofpitahly 
with plenty of good wint^n their o^n country, rather 
than in penury and obfcurity in another, with bad, or 
-with none at all 

Having 'herefore, as far as in me lies, abolifhed this 
additional duty upon wine; for 1 am not under the 
leait concern ab )ut piymg the intereil of the oatioa- 
al debt, hut Lave it, as in loyalty bound, wAoiljf 
to the wifdom of the Honourable Houie of Com* 
mon*> : 1 come now co conftder by what methods 
we may be able to put off, and delay our utter undo> 
ii.g :\s long a:> it if pofliole. 

1 njvcr have ditcouried any reafonable man npon 
th s fubjed, who ^ id not allow that there was no re* 
medy left us, but to lefTcn the importation of all on- 
ncceilary commodities, as much as. it wau poffible; 
and likewife, either to perfuade our abfentees to Ipead 
their money at home, which is impoffible, or tax them 
at five (liirings in the pound during their abience, with 
fuch allowances, upon necefikry occaliuns, as it (hall 
be thought convenient; or, by permitting us a free 
trade, which i: denied to no other nation upon earth. 
The three Idll meihods are treated by Mr Prtor^ mhii 
moil ufeful treacif^, added to his lift of abfenteei. 

It is to gratify the vanity and pride, and luxury of 
the women, and of the young fops who admire dieaii 
that we owe this infupportable grievance of bringing 
in the inflruments of our ruin. Inhere is annaalljf 
brought over to this kingdom near ninety thOuland 
pounds worth of iilk, whereof the greater part is ma- 
nufadurcd : Thirty thouf:.nd pounds more is ex^xrndcd 
in muflin, holland, cambric, and callicoe. What the 
price of lace amounts to, is not ealy to be colteAed 
from the cullom-houfvr-book, being a kind of goods 
that takes up little room, and is cafily run ; but, con- 
iidering the prodigious price of a woman's head-drefst 
at ten, twelve, twenty pounds, a yard, muft be very 
^at. The tea, rated at feven .ihillit^gs ptr pounds 

comet 
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comes to near twelve thoufand pounds ; but, confider- 
ing it as the common luxury of every chambermaid, 
fcmpftrefs, and tradefman*s wife, both in town and 
country, however they come by it, muft needs coft the 
kingdom double that fom. Coffee is fomewhat above 
7,000 /. I have fcen no account of chocolate, and 
fome other Indian or American goods. The drapery 
imported is about 24,000/. The whole amounts 
(with one or two other particulars) to 150,000/. The 
lavifhing of all which money is juft as prudeht and ne- 
cefTary, as to fee a man in an embroidered coat beg- 
ging out of Nrwgate in an old fhoe. 

I allow that the thrown and raw iilk is lefs pemici- 
t)us ; becaufe we have ibme (hare in the mannfadure ; 
but we are not now in circumftances to triflle. It cofla 
us above 40,000 /. a year : And if the ladies, till bet- 
ter times, will not be content to go in their own cpun- 
try (hifts,.! wifh they may go in rags. Let them vye 
with each other in the finenefs of their native linen : 
Their beauty and gentlenefs will as well appear, as if 
they were covered over with diamonds and brocade. 

I believe no man is fo weak, as to hbpe or exped 
that fuch a reformation can bo brought atxHit by a law* 
But a thorough, hearty, unanimous vote, in both Hoa« 
fes of Parliament) might perhaps anfwer as well : Eve- 
ry fenator, noble or plebeian, giving his honour, that 
neither himfelf, nor any of his family, would, in their 
drefs or furniture of their houfes, inake ufe of any 
thing except what was of^he growth and manufadlure 
of this kingdom ; and that they would ufe the utmoft 
of their pdwer, influence and credit, to prevail on 
their tenants, dependents, and friends, to follow their 
example. 
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%Vhat was faid by the DeAn of St Pa- 
trick's to the Lord Mayor and fome 
of the Aldermen, when his Lordfhip 
came to prefent the faid Dban with jns 
Freedom in a Gold-box. 



WHEN his Lordftiip had faid a few words» 
and prefented the inftrument, the I>can gentlv 
put it back, and defired firft to be heard. He faid. 
He was much obliged to his Lordfhip and the city for 
the honour they were going to do him» and which, as 
he was informed, they had long intended him : That 
it was true this honour was mingled with a Jittle mor» 
tification, by the delay which attended it ; but which, 
however, he did not impute to his Lordfhip or the city: 
And that the mortification was the lefs, becaufe he 
would willingly hope the delay was founded ona naif- 
take; for which opinion he would tell his reafoiu 
He faid. It was well known, that, fome time ago, a 
perfbn with a title was pleafed, in two great affembJies, 
to rattle bitterly fome body without a name, under the 
injurious appellations of a Tofy^ a Jacohitey an enemy 
to King George^ and a libeller of the government ; 
which charadter, the Dean faid that many people 
thought, was applied to him : But he was unwilling to 
be ot that opinion, becaufe the perfon who had deli- 
vered thofe abufive wprds had, for feveral years, caref- 
fed and courted, and follicited his friendfhip more than 
any man in either kingdom had ever done ; by inviting 
him to his houfc in town and country, by coming to 
the Dcanry gfien, and calling or fciidiii% «\tsi^^ ^n^t^ 
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day when the Dean was iick, with many other particu- 
lars of the fame nature, which continued evpn to a day 
or two of the time vyhcn thefaid perfon made thofe in- 
vedlives in thp Council and Houfe of Lords. There- 
fore, that the Dean would by no means think thofc 
fcurrilous words could he intended againfl him ; be- 
caufe fuch a proceeding would overthrow all the prin- 
ciples of honour, juftice, religion, truth, and even: 
common humanity. Therefore the Dean will endea- 
vour to believe, that the faid perfon had fome other ob- 
jed in his thoughts, and it was only the uncharitable 
cuftom of the world that applied this character to him^. 
However, that he would infift on this argument no 
longer ; But one thing he would affirm and declare, 
without aligning any name or making any exception^ 
That, whoever either did or does, or fhall hereafter at 
any time, charge him with the charaftcr of a Jacobite, 
an enemy to King George^ or a libeller of the cfovern- 
ment, the faid accufation wa5, is, and will be falfe, ma- 
licious, flanderous, and altogether groundlefs. And, 
he would take the freedom to tell his Lordfhip and the 
reft that ftood by, that he had done more fervicc to 
the Uano'ver-Vi^Qy and more diflervicc to the Preten- 
der's cauf2, than forty thoufand of thofe noify, rai- 
ling, malicious, empty zealots, to whom nature hath 
denied any talent that could be of ufe to Go J or their 
country, and left them only the gift of reviling, and 
fpicting their venom, againft all who di^er from them 
in their deftrudive principles both in church and Hate. 
Tnat he confeilcd it was foraetimes his misfortune to 
diflike fi)mc things in public proceedings in both king- 
doms, wherein he had often the honour to agree with 
wife and good men ; but this did by no means affect 
either his loyalty to his Prince, or love to his coun- 
try. But, on the contrary, he protefted that fuch 
diilikes never arofe in him from any other principles, 
than the duty he owed to the King, and his affcdion 
to the kmgdom. That he had been acquainted with 
courts and minifters long enoug^^ and knew too well 
that the beft miniflers might miftake in points of great 
importance ; and that he had the honour to kxiQN4 \sv3l- 
ny more able, and at leaft full as \ioi\eft. a^ 2jv^ ^^w\« 
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i*t prefent. The Dean further faid. That, fince lie bad 
been fo falfely reprefented, he thopght it became him to 
give fbme account of himfelf for above twenty years, 
if it were .only to juilify his Lordfhip and the city for 
the honour they were going to do him. He related 
briefly how, merely by his own perfonal credit, with- 
out other afiiftance, and in two journeys at his own 
ex pence, he had procured a grant of the fir ft fruits to 
the clergy, in the Jate Queen's time ; for which he 
thought he deferved fome gentle treatment 'from his 
brethren. That, during all the adminiftration of the 
faid miniihy, he had been a conftant advocate for thofe 
who are called the Whigs ; had kept many of them in 
their employments, both in England and here, and 
fome who were afterwards the firft to lift up their heels 
again ft him. He reflefted a little upon the fcvcre 
treatment he had met with upon his return to Inltud 
after her Majefty*s death, and for fome years after. 
That, being forced to live retired, he could think of 
no better way to do public fervice, than by emploT« 
ing all the little money he could fave, and lending it, 
without intercft, in fmall fums to poor induftriooi 
tradefmen, without examining their party or their 
faith. And God had fo far pleafed to blefs his en- 
deavours, that his managers tell him he hath recover- 
ed above two hundred families in this city from rain, 
and placed moft of them in a comfortable way of life. 
The Dean related how much he had fuffered in hit 
purfe, and with what hazard to his liberty, by. a moft 
iniquitous judge*; who, to gratify his ambition and 
TAge of party, had condemned an innocent book, 
written with r.o worfe a defign, than to perfuade the 
people of this kingdom to wear their own manufac- 
tures. How the faid judge had endeavoured to get 
a jury to his mind, but they proved fo honeft,' tnH 
he was forced to keep them eleven hours, and fend 
them back nine times, until, at laft, they were compel- 
led to leave the printer f to the mercy of the court. 
And the Dean was forced to procure a noli frofeqm from 
a Noble PeHon, then fecretary of ft ate, who had bed 
lis old friend. The Dean then freely confeiTed him- 

ielf 
• See the l^o^ Vo\. lU. ^ %o. \ ^^^ax^osiv 
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fclf to be author of thofe books called the Drapier's 
Letters^ fpoke gently of the proclamation offering 300 /. 
to difcover the writer. He faid, That although a cer- 
tain perfon was pleafed to mention thofe books in a 
flight manner at a public aflerably, yet he (the Dean) 
had learned to believe, that there w^rre ten thoufand to 
one in the kingdom who differed from that perfon ; 
and the people of England, who had ever heard of the 
matter, as well as in Franccy were all of the fame opi- 
nion. The Dean mentioned feverai other particulars, 
fome of whicK, thofe from whom I had the account 
could not recollect, and others, although of great con- 
fequence, perhaps his enemies would not allow him. 
The Dean concluded with acknowledging to have ex- 
prefTed his wifhes, that an infcription might have been 
graven on the box, fhewing fbme reafon why the city 
thought fit to do him that honour, which was much 
out of the common forms to 'a perfon in a private fla- 
tion ; thofe diflin^ions being ufually made only to 
chief governors, or perfons in very high employments. 
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RELIGION. 



TA M in all opinions to beKeve according to my own 
impartial reaibn ; which I am bound to inform and 
improve, as far as my capacity and opportunities will 
permit. * 

It may be prudent in me to ad fometimes by other 
mens reafon, but I can think only by my own. 

If another man's reafon fully convinceth me, it be- 
comes my own reafon. 

To fay a man is bound to believe, is neither trutk 
BOr fenfe. 

You may force men, by intereft or punifhment^ to 
fay or fwear they believe, and to aft as if they believed : 
You can go no further. 

Every man, as a member of the commonwealth^ 
ought to be content with the poiTeffion of his own opinioii^ 
in private, without perplexing his neighbour or diflurb« 
ing the public. 

Violent zeal for truth hath an hundred to one odds 
to be either petulancy,^ ambition, or pride. 

There is a degree of corruption wherein fbme na- 
tions, as bad as the world is, will proceed to an amend- 
ment; till which time particular men fliould be quiet. 

To remove opinions fundamental in religion is 
impoifible, and the attempt wicked, whether thofe 
opinions be true or falfe ; unlefs your avowed de(ign be 
to aboliih that religion altogether. So, for inftance, in 
the famous dodlrine of Chrift's divinity, which hath been 
mniverfally received by all bodies of Chriflians, fmce 

the 
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the condemnadon cf AriMaJm maez Cwtd^anttm aud 
jhis fucccffors : Wicrribpc zht jrtc.:*tttip wf ^le i^na^ 
ans are both vain zrd crw-arrzri^^^; i^rattlr 1lj:« wkil; 
be never able to advasct dUe^r cwx t^naOL. tr msei 
any other facce^ tliu: bnxLjii^ uuuia amL tohiruKivr^ 
in the world. i^ rmuem j^m d^^pwiamg ^m^tt^ mmtjt. 

The want of belief ift a osica auft tiii|:ic ». je iia^ 
cealed when i: casnc: '.« VJ^iy-ync. 

The Chnftiaa jclipcc, is tie judE ear^ ti&H »-? * 
propofed to the j€%ct ax^ Ht^r^iR «asuf«»e -Sit ssi' 
tide of Chris's oiraitT ; ^rSri, 1 rtacmiisr, t^mim^^ 
accounts for, by io boer ««' fawf ^ aicaj ijr 1*;^^;^ 
Perhaps, if it were sow Ib^esec cv d^ Cmmt Jb^itu^ 
aries, the tonvcrfioa cf Uivsr aus£dk ai«n(tf W .^sf^ 
difficult : And we fed bf tie Jittrmm x: '^^jut ^'^isc 
ilumbling'block of tae JCg /wT i m . S^i;]:, Ju. ^ M«sif^ 
try aieady Cbriiiasi, to bru|^ m* iiW^nrcw* % ysfWt 
of £iith into delNUie» caa ltt*>s; fl# uituksvmmj^ tiuc atsr 
not percicioas to fDCcalft 70A j wit ic ^«wu 

I have been oIm <4[tm6eC $0 imd H Fimft aCb^rw 
ries, and other ^^giKt% U Qntum ^^kfiptantJi^ ff\mn ini £ 
by divines into anicks c^faadli^ 

God's mercy is ovtf all aai wiuifu. Ice Smrn^ 4t 
all forts leflen that m:,rc7 t<» nut^k. 

I look ui f'O myiAU >« tie c^ati^ *4 % iS^^rmxitt^^ 
to be one appoint by Fovit^'c itr /»{»uc; ti;^'^^ *(4 
affigned me, and fc^ ^^b^m^ <«fir jr «i^* *:uat^tt% m 
I can. Altboogh I rb.Xik mj ca«4r i> (uh^ ;^ ^^g^ 
great motion is my fvbmssv»^ » s»c }h^ifi€ W f^^ 
vidcnce, and to t^M: lawt ^f iby u>iairjr* 

1 am not anfnrerable fK> C><c i^ o*^ «viii^ fj^^ ^^^^ 
in my own dreaft, incr tx^y Hff^ tx^ ^jinui'ytu^t-^ ^ 
that reafon which he ^iadb ;bjtSie<: it lut, ^ I'ldJbr tt*e 
to conceal thoie 6tefaiH* £:f/m ¥ikk»rt, ^ I wU my j^ 
endeavoo.s to (uhcwa tkts^ mm d iiktf h^t> iuv t^^ 
fiuence on the ci»t)dsiSLiA my hU^ 

I btlie/e that thoaiacd* of fl>» tt^ptJd be €fr^A^.z 
enough in certain poists* if dmne» bad ftoc bU» V/9 
curious, or too narrow-, in redtjdng ortikKSOj^y wjto- 
in the compafs of fobdetiet» nicttUu »^ diikinc^ 
tionsy with little warrant from Scnptore^ and Id^ 
leafoQ or good policy. 
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I never faw, heard, nor read, that the clergy were 
beloved in any nation where Chriflianity was the reli- 
gion of the country. Nothing can render them popa- 
ar but fome degree of perfccution. 

Thofe fine gentlemen who alFeft the humoar of - 
railing at the clergy, are, I think,- bound in honour 
to turn parfons then.fel «res» and ihcw us better ex« 
anaples. 

Miferablc mortals ! can we contribute to the honour 
andgloty of God f 1 could wi(h that expreilion were ftruck * 
out of our Prayer-books, 

Liberty of confciencc, properly fpeaking, is no more 
than the liberty of pofleffing our own thoughts and opi- 
nions, which every man enjoys without fear of the magi- 
llrate : But how far he (hall publicly ad in purfuance of 
thofe opinions, is to be regulated by the laws of the coon- ' 
try. Perhaps, in my own thoughts, I prefer a vvell-infti- 
tuted commonwealth before a monarchy ; and J know 
feveral others ofthe fame opinion. Now, if, upon this 
pretence, I fhould infift upon liberty of confciencc, 
form conventicles of republicans, and prnit books pre- 
ferring that government and condemning what is efta«- 
bliihed, the magiftratc would, with great juftice, hang 
me and my difciples. It is the fame cafe in religion, 
although not fo avowed, where liberty of confcience, 
under the prefent acceptation, equally produces revo- 
lutions, or at leafl convuliions and diHurbances in a 
Hate ; which politicians would fee well enough, if their 
eyes were not blinded by fadlion, and of which thefe 
kingdoms, as well as France^ Svjeden, and other coun- 
tries, are flaming inftances. Crfliw«u>^//'s notion upoa 
tnis article was natural and right; when, upon the fur- 
render of a town in Ireland, the Popilh governor in- 
fifted upon an article for liberty of confcience, Cromnxell 
faid, he meddled with no man's confcience ; but, if by 
liberty of confcience, the governor meant the liber- 
ty of the Mafs, he had exprefs orders from the par- 
liament of England againfl admitting any fuch liberty 
at all.' 

It is impoffible that any thing fo natural, fo necef- 
fary, and fo univerfal as death, fhould ever have beea 
defigned by Providence as an evil to mankind. 
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Although reafon were intended hy Providence to 
govern our paffions, yet it feems that, in two points of 
thegreateft moment to the being and continuance of 
the world, God hath intended our paflions to prevail 
over reafon. The firft is, the propagation of our fpe- 
ciesy iince no wife man ever married from the didlates 
' of reafon. The other is, the love of life, which, from 
the dilates of reafon, every man would defpife, and 
wiih it at an end, or that it never had a begin*- 
ning. 
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TH E Scripture-fyftem of man's creation is what 
Chriftians are bound to believe, and feems moft: 
agreeable of all others to probability and reafon. Jdam 
was formed from a piece of clay, and E've from one of 
his ribs. The text mentioneth nothing of his Maker's 
intending him for, except to rule over the beads of the • 
£eld and birds of the air. As to E'vij it doth not ap- 
pear that her hufband was her monarch, only fhe was 
to be his help meet, and placed in fome degree of fub* ' 
jediion. However, before his fall, the beafts were his 
moil obedient fubje<5ls, whom he governed by abfolute 
power. After his eating the forbidden fruit, the courfe. 
of nature was changed, the animals began to rejeft his 
government ; fome were able to efcape by flight, and 
others were too fierce to be attacked. The Scripture 
mentioneth no particular adks of royalty in Adam over 
his pofterity, who were cotemperary with him, or of a- 
ny monarch until after the flood ; whereof the firft was 
Nimrcdy the mighty hunter, who, as Milton exprcfleth 
it, made men, and not beads, his prey. For men were 
eafier calight by promifes, and fubdued by the folly or 
treachery of their own fpecies. Whereas, the brutes 
prevailed only by their courage or fl;rength, which, a* 
mong them, are peculiar to certain kinds. Lions, bears, 
elephants, and fome other animals are ftrong or valiant, 
and their fpecies never degenerates in their native foil, 
except they happen to be enflaved or deftroyed by hu- 
man fraud : But men degenerate every day, merely by 
tne folly, the perverienels, the avarice, the tyranny, the 
pride, the treachery, or inhumanity of their own kmd. 
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ALmighty and mod gracious Lord God, extend, 
we befeech thee, thy picy and compailion towards 
this thy languifhing fervant : Teach her to place her 
hope and confidence entirely in thee^ give her a true 
fenfe of the emptinefs and vanity of all earthly things ; 
make her truly fenfible of all the infirmities of her life 
pad, and grant to her fuch a true fmcere repentance as 
is not to be repented of. Prcfervc her, O Lord, in a 
found mind and underdanding, during this thy vifita- 
tion ; keep her from both the Tad extremes of prefump- 
tion and defpair. If thou fhalt pleafe to reflore her to 
her former health, give her grace to be ever mindful 
of that mercy, and to keep thofe good refolutions ihe 
now makes in her ficknefs, fo that no length of time, 
nor profperity, may entice her to forget them. Let no 
thought of her misfortunes diftradt her mind, and pre* 
vent the means towards her recovery, or difturb her in 
her preparations for a better life. We befeech thee alfo, 
O Lord, of thy infinite goodnefs to. remember the good 
adtions of this thy fervant ; that the naked ihe hath 
clothed, the hungry (lie hath fed, the fick ^nd the fa- 
therlefs whom ihe hath relieved, ^ay be reckoned, ac- 
cording to thy gracious promife, as if they had bten 
done unto thee. Hearken, O Lord, to the prayers of- 
fered up by the friends of this thy fervant m ^t\ V«.- 
half, and efpecially thofe now nf&^« \>^ ^^ >axi\si ^'^^ 
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Give thy bleffing to thofe endeavours ufed for her re- 
covery ; but take from her all violent dcfire, either of 
life or death, further than with refignation to thy holy 
will And now, O Lord, we implore thy gracious fa- 
vour towards as here met together ; grant that the fenfb .^ 
of this thy lervant's w^aknefs may add drength to oar " 
faith, that we, coniidering the infirmities of our nature, 
and the uncertainty gf life, may, by this example, be 
drawn to repentance before it (hall pleafe the to vifit us 
in the like manner. Accept thefe prayers, we befeeck 
thee, for the fake of thy dear Son. Jefus Chfift, our Lord \ 
who, with Thee and the Holy GKoft, liveth andreiga* 
€th ev«r one God, world without end. Amen. 
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SERMON. 



t. Cor. Hi. 19. 
The *wf/dom tf ihU nvorJii is fooliflmefs wtb G o D, 

IT is remarkable that, about the time of oar Savi- 
our's coming into the world, all kinds of fleam* 
ing flouriibed to a very great degree, infemuch 
that noUiing is more frequent in the mouths of many 
flien, even fuch who pretend to read and to know, 
than an extravagant praife and opinion of the wifdom 
and virtue of Ukt Gentile fages of thofe days, and 
likewife of thofe antient philofophers who went before 
them, whofe dodirines are left upon record either by 
themfelves or other writers^ As far as this may be 
taken for granted, it may be faid, that the Providence 
of God brought this about for feveral veiy wife ends 
and purpofes. For, it is certain that thefe philofophers 
had been a long time before fearchipg out where to £x 
the true happinefs of man ; and, not being able to a- 
gree upon any certainty about it, they could not poffi- 
bly but conclude, if they judged impartially, that all 
their inquiries were, in the end, but vain and fruitlefs ; 
the coniequen.ce of which mufl be not only an acknow* 
ledgment of the weaknefs of all human wlldom, but 
likewjfe an open paffage hereby made, for the letting 
in thofe beams of light, which the glorious funfhine 
of the gofpel then brought into the world, by revealing 
thofe hidden truths, which they had fo long before been 
labouring to difcover, and fixing the general happi- 
ncfs of mankind beyond all controverly and difrute. 
And therefore the Providence of God wifely fuffered 
men of deep genius and learning then to arife, who 
ihould fearcn into the cruih of tne gofpel now made 
Vol. X. O kt^^^xi^ 
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known, and canvafs its dodlrines with all tlic Tubtilty 
and knowledge they were niafters of, and in the end 
freely acknowledge that to be the true wifdom only 
which Cometh from above. Jawtes \\u ic, 16, 17. 

However, to make a farther inquiry into the troth 
of this obfervation, I doubt not but there is reafon to 
think that a great many df tho(e encomiomt given to 
antient philofophers are taken upon truft» and by a fort 
of men who are not very likely to be at the pains of 
zn inquiry that would employ fo much time and think- 
ing. For the ufual ends why men affeft this kind of 
difcourfe, appear generally to be either ont of oftenta* 
tion» that they may pafs upon the world for perfons of 
great knowledge and obfervation ; or, what is worie, 
there are fome who highly exalt the wifdom of thofe 
Gentile fages, thereby obliquely to glance at and 
traduce Divine Revelation, and more efpecially that of 
the gofpel ; for the confequence they would have v 
draw, is this: That, fince thofe antient philoibphcn 
rcfe to a greater pitch of wifdom and virtae dian wis 
ever known among Chriftians, and all this purely opoft 
the (Ircngth of their own reafon and Uberty or'thinking; 
therefore it mafl follow, that either all Reyelation s 
falfe, or, what is worfe, that it hat dejpraved Ak nature 
of man, and left him worfe than it found hixn. 

Bat this high opinioji of Heathen wifdom is not very 
antient in the world, nor at all countenanoed ftom pri- 
mitive times : Our Saviour had but a low efteem ofi^ 
as appears by his treatment of the Pbartfits aod SjMfiifa- 
cees^ who followed the dodb-ines of Plmio and Efiemm, 
St, Paul likewife, who was well veried in all tte Grf 
^ian literature, feems very much to delfife riicir philo- 
fophy, as we find in his writings, cautioning die Cdt- 
ftans to beware left any man ipoil thett^ifcroiigh philo- 
fophy and vain decit. And, in another place, he ad- 
vifes Timothy to avoid prophane and vain babblingii 
ai'v oppoiitions of fcience, falfly fo called ; that V, 
not to introduce into the Chriftian do&rine the rang- 
lings of thofe vain philofophers, which they wooldpafi 
upon the world for fcience. And the rcaions he g»0 
arc, Firftj That thofe who profefled them did err coi- 
cerning the faith: Uzondlj^ Becaafe the knowledgL- of 

dic0 
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them did increafe ungodlinefs, vain babblings being 
othervvays expounded van. ties, or empty founds ; that 
is, tedious dirputcs about worcis, which the philofo- 
phjrs were ahvays Co full of, and which were the natu- 
rnl product of difputcs and dificniluns between fevcral 
fcas. 

Neither had the primitive fathers any great or good 
opinion oi the Hicuben philofophy, as it is manifcH 
fiom fcvcral paflTaTcs in their writings: So that this 
vein of afFcdling to raifc the reputation of ihofe fagcs 
fo high, is a modo and a vice but of yeflerday, affum- 
ed ciiiefly, as 1 have faid, to difparage revealed know- 
lodge, and the confequences of it among us. 

Njw, bzcaufe ihis is a prejudice which may prevail 
with fome perfun.", fo far as to leffen the influence of 
the gofpel, and whereas therefore this is an opinion 
which men of education are like to be encouutered 
with, when they have proJaced themfelves into the 
world ; 1 fh.ill cndsnvoar to fhew that their preference 
of Heathen wifdom and vijtue, before that of the 
Chriltian, is every way nnjuft, and grounded upon ig- 
norance or miftake : In order to which I ihall con£dcr 
four things. 

Firjt^ I fiiall ptx)duce certain points, wherein the 
wifdom and virtue of all unrevealed philofophy in ge- 
neral, fell ihort, and was vtry imperfedl. 

Scccmffy, I /hall (hew, in fe\'eral inftancc*, where 
fome of the mod renowned philofophers have been 
[jrofsly dcfedive in their lefTons of morality. 

Th:rJly^ 1 (ha!! prove the perfection of Chriftian wif- 
dom, from the proper characters and marks of it. 

^fib* I ^^li "^tw that the great examples of wif- 
dom and virtue among the Heathen wife men, were pro- 
duced by perfonal merit, and not influenced by the 
doftrine of any fedt ; whereas, in Chriftianity, it is 
quite the contrary. 

TirJI^ I (hall produce certain points, wherein the 
wifdonrand virtue of all unrevealed philofophy in ge- 
neral fell (hort, and was v^t^ imperfedt. 

My defign is to perfuada men, that Chriftian philo- 
fophy is in all things preferable to Heathen wifdom; 
froji which, or its profeffors, I (hall however have no 
O 2 o^^-aXvixw 
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occafion tg detrafl. They were as wife and as good at 
it Was poiTible for them under fuch difadvantages^ and 
would have probably been infinitely more with foch 
aids as we enjoy : But our leflbns are certainly mach 
better, however our practices may fall fliort. 

The Jirj? point I Ihall mention was that univerfal dc'* 
fe6l which was in all their fchemes, that they could 
not agree about their chief good, or wherein to place 
the happiaefs of mankind, nor had any of them a to- 
lerable anfwer upon this difficulty, to fatisfy a reafon- 
able perfon. For, to fay, as the moft plaufible of them 
did, that hapfMnefs confiHed in virtue, was bat vain 
babbling, and a mere found of words, to amufe others 
and themfelves ; becaufe they were not agreed what 
this virtue was, or wherein it did confifl ; and like- 
wife, becaufe feveral among the beft of them taught 
quite different things, placing happinefs in health or 
good fortune, in riches or in honour, where all were 
agreed that virtue was not, as 1 (hall have occafion to - 
fhew, when I fpsak of their particular tenets. 

The Jecoftii great defeft in the Gentile philofbphy 
was, that it wanted fome fui table reward proportioned 
lo the better part of man, his mind, as an encourage* 
mcnt for his progrefs in virtue. The difficulties they 
met with upon the fcore of this default were great, and 
not to be accounted for: Bodily goods, being only 
fui table to bodily wants, are no reft at all for the mind ; 
and, if they were, yet are they not the proper fruits of 
wifdom and virtue, being equally attainable bv the ig- 
norant and wicked. Now, human nature is (o conm- 
luted, that we can never purfue any thing heartily but 
upon hopes of a reward. If we run a race, it is in ex- 
p^dlation of a prize; and the greater the prize the faflcr 
we run ; for an incorruptible crown, if we underfland 
it and believe it to be fuch, more than a corruptible 
one. But fome of the philofbphers gave all this quite 
another turn, and pretended to refine fo far, as to call 
virtue its own reward, and worthy to be followed only 
for itfclf: Whereas, if there be any thing in this more 
than the found of the words, it is at leaft too abftraded 
to heccmc an univeifal influencing principle in the 
world, and therefore couid not be 5E ^^cx^ >aSR% 
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It was the want of aflignin| foinc happinefs, propor- 
tioned to the foul of man, that caafed many of them, 
either, on the one hand, to be foure and morofe, fuper- 
cilious and untreatable ; or, on the other, to fall into 
the vulgar pqffuits of common men, to hunt after grcat- 
nefs and riches, to make their court, and to ferve oc- 
cafions ; as Flato did to the younger. Z)/tf»xA«j, and 
Jriftoth to Alexander tht Grtai. So impcfliblc is it for 
a man, who looks no further than the prefent world, to 
£x himfelf him long in a contemplation where the pre- 
fent world has no. part: He has no fure hold, no. firm 
footing ; he can never expeft to remove the earth he 
reds upon, >yh)le he has no fupport beiide for his feet, 
hot wants, like ArcUmfdes ^{omt other place whereon to 
ftand. To talk of bearing pain and grief, without any 
fort of prefent or future hope, cannot be purely great- 
nefs of /pirit ; there muft be a mixture in it of affecta- 
tion, and an alloy of pride, or perhaps is wholly coun- 
terfeit. 

It is true there has been all along in the world a 
nodon of rewards and puniihments in another life ; but 
it feems to have rather ferved as an entertainment to 
poets, or as a terror of children, than a fettled princi- 
ple, by which men pretended to govern any of their 
adions. The laft celebrated words oi Socrates, a little 
before his death, do not feem to reckon or build much 
upon any fuch opinion ; and Cafar made no fcruple to 
difoN^'n it, and ridicule it in open fenate. 

thirdly. The grcatell and wifeft of all their philofo- 
phers were never able to give any fatisfaftion, toothers 
and themfclves, in their notions of a Deity. They 
were often extremely grofs and abfurd in their con- 
ceptions ; and thofc who made the faired conje6lures 
are fuch as were generally allowed by the learned to 
have feen the fyftem of Mofes, if I may fo call it, who 
was in great reputation at that time in the Heathen 
world, as we find by Diodorus^ Jip^t Longinus, and 
other-authors ; for the reft, the wifeft among them laid 
afidc all notions after a Deity, as a difquifition vain 
and fmitlefs, which indeed it was upon uur^Mt-^^A^ 
principles; -and thofc who ventured to ^tv^'a^^'^ vi^ Sas. 
fell \jkto incohcx^nzt and confufioii% 
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Fourthly, Thofe among them who had the jufoff 
conceptions of a Divine Power, and did alfo admit a 
Providence, had no notion at all of entirely relying and 
depending upon either; they trufted in themfelvcs for 
all things : But, as for a trull or dependence upon God, 
they would not have undcrflood the phrafe ; it made 
no part of the; profane ftyle. 

Therefore it was, that, in all. iflues and events,. 
which they could not reconcile to their own fentimentft 
of reafon and juftice, they were quite difconcerted t 
They had no retreat; but, upon every blow of adverie 
fortune, either a(Fe£led to be indifferent, or grew fallen 
and fevere, or elfe yielded and funk like other men. 

Having now produced certain points, wherein the 
wifdom and virtue of all unrevealed philofophy fell 
Ihort, and was very imperfedl ; I go on, in the fecond 
place, to fhew in (everal inftances, where fome of the 
moll renowned philofophers have been grofsly defedlire 
in iheir lefTons of morality. 

Thalesy the founder of the Ionic fed, fo celebrated- 
for morality, being aiked. How a man might bear ill- 
fortune with greateft eafe ? anfwcred, ** By feeing his 
•* enemies in a worfe condition." An anfwcr truly 
barbarous, unworthy of human nature, and which in- 
cluded fuch confcquences as mufl dcHroy all focicty 
from the world. 

&olofi, lamenting the death of a fon, one told him, 
•* You lament in vain:" «' Therefore (£aid he) 1 la^ 
'♦ ment, becaufe it is in vain." This was a plain con- 
feflion how imperfed all his philofophy was, and that 
fomething was (lill wanting. He owned that all his 
wifdom and morals were ufelefs, and this upon one of 
the moH frequent accidents in life. How much better 
could he have learned to fupport himfelf even from 
J^a'vid, by his entire dependence upon God ; and that 
before our Saviour had advanced the notions of reli- 
gion to the height and perfection wherewith he hath in* 
flru£led his diiciples ? Flato himfelf, with all his refine- 
ments, placed happincfs in wifdom, health, good for- 
tune, honour, and riches ; and held that they who cn- 
joyed all thefe were perfcftly hap^y ; Which opinion . 
was indicd uJiH'ortby it's owner, Wv'viv^ xY^viSS&wA. 
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the good man wholly at the mercy of uncertain chance>. 
and to be miferable without refburce. 

His fcholar, AriftotUy fell more grofsly into the fame 
notion ; and plainly affirmed, That virtue, without the 
goods of fortune, was not fufficienf for happinefs, but 
that a wife man mud be miferable in poverty and iick- 
nefs. Nay, Diogenes himfelf, from whofe pride and 
iingulmty. one would have looked for other notions, 
' delivered it as his opinion. That a poor old man was 
the mod miferable thing in life. 

Zeno alfb and his followers fell into many abfurditie», 
among which nothing could be greater than that of 
maintaining all crimes to be equal, which, inflead of 
making vice hateful, rendered it as a thing indifferent 
and familiar to all men. 

Laftly^ Epicurus had no notion of juftice but as it 
was profitable ; and his placing happinefs in pleafure, 
with ajl the advantages he could expound it by, was lia- 
ble to very greatexception: For, although he taught that 
pleafure did con'fift in virtue, yet he did not any way 
£x or afcertain the boundaries of virtue, as he ought 
to have done ; by which means he mifled his followers 
into the greateft vices, making their names to become 
odious and fcandalous, even in the Heathen world. 

I have produced thefe few indances from a great ma« 
ny others, to fhew the imperfedllon oi Heathen philo- 
fophy, wherein I have confined myfelf wholly to their 
morality. And furely we may pronounce upon it in 
the words of St. Jamesy that This miifd^m dejcended not 
from ahove^ lut was eartbty audJenfuaU What if 1 had 
produced their abfurd notions about God and the foul ? 
It would then have compleated the charader given it 
by that Apoftle, and appeared to have been devilifh 
too. But it is eafy to obferve, from the nature of theie 
few particulars, that their defedis in morals were p^ire- 
ly the flagging and fainting of the mind, for want of a 
fapport by revelation from God. 

I proceed therefore, in the third place, to ihew the 
perfeflioh of Chriftian wifdcm from above, and I (hall 
endtavour to make it appear from thofe proper charac- 
ters and marl^s of it by the ApoM« b^ioi^ tSkiecwXv^^:^^^^ 

vex. 
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in the third chapter, and 15th, i6th, and '17th verfes.' , ; 

The words run thus : ^ 

This 'wifdom dsfcendetb not from above ^ hut is emrthiy^ 
Jenfualy devili/b, ! 

For luhere en*vying and ft rife is^ there is confufion^ and i 
e*very enjihiuork, -1 

But the luifdom that is from aiove, isfrftpure, tieit "^ 
feaceahky gentle^ and eajy ts he intreated^ full of mercy and.^ ^ 
good fruits^ 'without partiality ^ and '-without hypocrtfy, '. -^ 

The 'wif:fom from above is firft pure. This purity of = ^J" 
the mind and fpirit is peculiar to the gofpel. Our Sa« «. 
vtour fays, Blejjfed are the pure in hearty for theyfl?aUfi^ %• 
God. A mind free from all pollution of lulls Ihall haveV'^ 
a daily vifion of God, whereof un revealed religion can jpt- 
form no notion. This is it which keeps us unfpotted ^ 
from the world ; and hereby many have been prevailed -J ' 
upon to live in the practice of all purity, holinefs, andJ 
righteoufnefs, far beyond the examples of the moft cc 
lebrated philofophers. 

It is peaceable y gentle, and eafy to he intreated, Tft 
Chriilian dodrine teacheth us all thofe difpofitions tbd 
make us affable and courteous, gentle and kind, witb 
out any morofc leaven of pride or vanity, which C!|^J 
terod into the compofition of moft Heathen fchemes/^tS 
So we are taught to be meek and lowly. OurSavi-TS 
our's laft legacy was Peace ; and he commands us t6 .tS 
forgive our offending brother unto feventy times feven. %i 

Chriftian wifdom is full of mercy and good worfts, ^ 
teaching the height of all moral virtues, of which the 
Heathens, fall infinitely fhort. Flato indeed (and it 13 
worth obferving) has fomcwh:re a dialogue, or pait of 
one, about forgiving our enemies, which was pcrh.ips 
the higheft ilrain eycr reached by man, without divine 
afliftance 5 yet how little is that to what our Saviour ' 
commands us ? To love them that hate us ; to hUfs them 
that curfe us ; and do good to the7n that defpitefully uje us. 

Chriftian wifdom is nuithcut partiality ; 11 is not cal- 
culated for this or that nation or people, but the wholj 
race of mankind : Not to the philofophical fchemes, 
which were narrow and confmed, adapted to .their ps- 
cuJisr towns, govern m cots , or fcd« •, bvi^, la every "*• 



A 5 I 5: K C N ::r 

Z^f^>«- !: i: - -.-••:::.: r-yrr- ■ . I: rrr^ri :r le uict 

the goip^l «; i^ :'i :"~ f";:^ :t::iir tlir^f:^ t: pur.::!" 
to :2« Bcrli. ii.: t •_-:-'*•= ^= i..ir iir:. tr.i: »t l^ 
ConscaiiCrc :: iiis. f'ii. iriir :»crizl«tr. trri.'f u« 
icaUy rii*. i^-i. : :: i: I*: ccr r:Lii: ti.r.^ kir^s r-m: 

tY acd itiirrr*^:?- ~irr.LL:— r. lli :>rtfnrp: :•:'-:>. 

1 coBi*:i.7fr. fr *J:e .>f rls:*. :: .":.r* rhi: the •r?:.: 

/ ^ cnceJ bi tie f :'C--:r-€ i: £r.} p-j^..*.Jj" I'tc;; VkLtn^^j, 

^ Jii ChrlSi&Q::}-, :t :! cJ:t in? cor.n-i-.. 

^Tj The r»o vLr.*-' z:ci: rr'.smirf r; ir:!fr.: r:or:-l::s 

^fflfchcmes w:rc gc:.eral*.;. s.d-rf£rc 
^^be two ir.ft^'.ce^y v^jiCrciE t'zcil- li 
^;^ateil ht-.jht.. v»trc Si.-^erfi tr.d Ciz^-. But n^::h:r 
??VSK>ic, nor a*:;, orhtr v-rtLer 7'c£eirei bj thcfe :wo, >\erc 
">. ■ at all owir.* :o iLv ic£bir cr docirincs of a fccl^ For 
- Soc»-a.*ej hic^itlt \\2Lt cf r.cr.c £1 ail; and although Gi/ff 
was called a S:ojc, ii was mere from a refemblance of 
manr.ers in his vtonl quruidtf, thin that he avowed 
himfelt one of their Oifwij le?. The fame may be af- 
firmed ot ii.'-.ry otrer gre-: rctn cf antiquity. Fionn 
wheDce I ififer, th.it ihoic who \\=r;. rcno^ined for vir- 
tue among ihem, were more c bl gcd to the good natu- 
ral diff ofit.or:L of c'r.tif own mirus, than to ihedoitrmct 
of any (cti they prttended to follow. 

On the otht^r fid^, aa the ex.nipKs of fortituJc and 
patience, anior.g the primitive LhrilVans, huvt bc.n 
infinitely grcatw*r and more numerous, fo they wcic al- 
togeti.cr the produ£t of their principles and do^iinc ; 
and were fuch as the fame perfons, without iho(o .lidj* 
would ne-.er have arrived to. Of this truth niotl of the 
Apo^lcs, with many thoufaxid iu;utvrs^ arc a cloud <\i 
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witneffcs beyond exception. Having therefore fpckeii 
fo largely upon the former heads, f fhall dwell no long-. 
er upon this. 

And, if it (hould here be objeaed, Why does not 
ChriJlianity ftill produce the fame ciFeds ? It is eafy to 
anfwer, FirJ}^ That although the number of .pre- 
tended Chrillians be great, yet that of true believers, 
in proportion to the other, was never fo fmall ; agd it 
is a true lively faith alone, that, by the aDlftance of 
God's grace, can influence our pra^ice. 

Secondly, We may anfwer, that Chriftianity itfelf hai 
very much fuffered by being blended ap with Gentdt 
pliilofophy. The Platonic fyflem, fiili taken into re- 
ligion, was thought to have given matter for foine early 
herefies in the church. When difputes began to arile, 
the Peripatetic fojms were introduced by Sco/ms, as tell 
fitted tor controverfy. And, however this may now 
have become necefTary, it was furcly the author of a lu 
ti^ious vein, which has fince occafioncd very pernicioas 
confequences, flopt the progrefs of Chri&iaaity» and 
been a great promoter of vice, verifying chat £:otcncc 
given by St, James, and mentioned before, Wbfn tth 
*vying andfirife is, there is cotifufiwt^ and foery e^il njowrk. 
This was t le fatal flop to the Grecians ^ in their piogrefi 
both of arts and arms : Their wife men were divided 
under foveral fe6ts, and their govdnments under feve- 
ral commonwealths, all in oppofition to each other, 
which engaged them in eternal quarrels among them- 
felves, while they (hould have been armed againft the 
common enemy. And I wi(h we had no other exam- 
ples from the like caufes, lefs foreign or antient than 
that. Diogenej faid, Socrates was a madman ; the di- 
fciples of Zeno and Epicurus, nay of Plat9 and AriJittU, 
were engaged in fierce difputes about the moft infigni- 
ficant trifles. And, if this be the prefent language and 
practice among us Chridians, no wonder that CHriAia- 
nity does not Hill produce the fame efi^e^ which it did 
at fird, when it was received and embraced in its ntmoft 
purity and perfection. For fuch a wifdom as this can- 
not defcendfrom above, but mull be earthly^ Jtnjmml^ if 
^ilifij' ; ftdl of ccn/ujior. and every evil <\^orU : Whereas 

. ibi 
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//v mjifdom from ahtfutf is firft furty tbw feaceahk, gentle^ 
and eafy to ie intremted^ full of mercy and good fruits ^ *witb^ 
out partiality 9 and avitlout "hypocr^fy. This is the true 
heavenly wifdoniy which Chriditnity only can boail of, 
and which the greateft of the Heathen wife men could 
never arrive at. 
Now to God the Father, lie. lie. 



UPON 



UPON GIVING 

B A D G 1 



T O 



THE POOR*. 

THE continual concoarfe of beggars, from all 
parts of the kingdom to this city^ having made 
it imppflible for the feveral parKhes to maintain their 
own poor, according to the antient laws of the land { 
feveral Lord Mayors did apply tbemfelves to the Lofd 
Archbifhop oi Dublin ^ that his Grace would dired hit 
clergy, and the church-wardensof the faid city, to ap- 
point badges of brafs, copper, or pewter, to be won 
by the poor of the feveral parifhes. The badges to be 
marked with the initial letters of the name of each 
charch, and numbered i, 2, 3, {ffr. and to be well 
fewed and failened on the right and left (hoalder of the 
outward garment of each of the faid poor, by which 
they might be diftinguifhed. And that none of the 
faid poor fhould go out of their own parifh to beg alms ; 
iR^heredf the beadles were to take care. 

His Grace, the Lord Archbifhop, did accordin^y 
give his directions to the clergy ; which, however, have 
proved wholly incffedual, by the fraud, perverfenefi, 
or pride of the faid poor, feveral of them openly pro- 
tefting they will never fubmit to wear the faid badges ; 
and of thofe who received the{n,.almoil every one keep 
them in their pockets, or hang them on a ftring about 
their necks, or faften them only with a pin, or wear 
them under their coats, not to be feen. By which 
means the whole defign is eluded, fo that a man may 
walk from one end of the town to the other, withoat 
feeing one beggar regula^-ly badged, and in fach mtt 
numbers, that they are a mighty nufance to the pubfo 
moil of them being foreigners. 

It 
* See a TreatKe oa the fubjeA, Vol, III. p. 3 j^. 
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It is therefore propofed. That his Grace the Lord 
Archbifhop would pleafe to call the dcrgy of the city 
together, and renew his direftions and exhortations to 
them, to put this affair of badges effedlually in prac- 
tice, by fuch methods as his Grace and they fhall agree 
upon. And I think it would be highly neceifary, that 
feme paper fhould be palled up, in feveral proper parts 
of the city, Signifying this order, a. id exhorting all pco« 
pie to give no alms except to thofe poor who are regu- 
larly badged, and only while they are within the pre- 
cinds of their own parifhes. And, if fomething like 
this were delivered by the minifters, in the reading- 
deflc,'twoor three Lords -days fucceffively, it would 
ftill be of further ufe to put this matter upon a right 
foot And that all who offend againft this regulation 
be treated as vagabonds and fturdy beggars. 



Deanry-boufi, 



Vol. X, P C O N S I. 



CONSIDERATIONS 

ABOUT 

MAINTAINING the POOR. 

WE have been amufed, for at leail thirty years 
pa^, with numbeilefs fchemes in writing and 
difcourfe, both in and out of parliament, for maintain- 
ing the poor, and fecting them to woik, efpecially in 
this city ; ir.oft of which were idle, indigefted, or vifi- 
onary, and all of them inciFcdual, as it hath plainly ap- 
peared by the confequcnces. Many of thofc projec- 
tors were fo ftupid, that they drew a parallel from 
Holland and En^lundy to be icttled in Ireland i that is to 
fay, from two countries with full freedom and cncoo-. 
ragement for trade, to a third where all kind of trade 
is cramped, and the moft beneficial parts are entirely 
taken away. But the perpetual infelicity of falfc and 
ibolifli reafoning, as wv-ll as proceeding and ading up- 
on it, feems to be fatal to this country. 

For my own part, who have much converfed with 
theft folks v.hocdl themlelvts Merchants, I do not re- 
member to have met with a more ignorant and wrong- 
thinking race of people in the very firfl rudiments of 
trade; which, however, was not fo much owing to 
their want of capacity, as to the crazy conftitution of 
this kingdom, wr.crc pedlars arc better qualified to 
thrive than the wikfl metchants. I could fill a vo- 
lume with only fcttjng down a lift of the public ah- 
furditles, by which this kingdom hath fuffered within 
the conipafs of my own memory, fuch as could not be 
beiicved of any nation, among whom folly was note. 
ftablifhed as a law. 1 cannot forbear inflancing a few 
of thtie, bccaufc it ma) be of fome ufe to thofe who 
ilii:ll have it in their power to be n:ore cautious for the 
future. 

The 
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The fij ft was the building of the barracks, whereof 
I have feen above one half, and have heard enough of 
the reft, to affirm that the public hath been cheated of 
at leaft two thirds of the money raifed for that ufc b/ 
the plain fraud of the undertakers. 

Another was the 'management of the mon^y raifjd 
for the Palatines ; when, infteid of employing that 
great fufn in purchafing lands in fome remote and 
cheap part of the kingdom, and there planting thofe 
people as a colony, the whole end was utterly defeated. 

A third is the infurance -office againft fire, by which 
feveral thoufand pounds are yearly remitted to England 
(a trifle it fcems we can eafily fpare), and will gradu- 
ally incre ife until it comes to a good national tax. 
For the fociety marks upon our houfes (under v^hich 
might properly be written, The Lord ha<ve mercy upon us) 
{pY^zA fafter and farther than the • colony of frogs. 
I have, for above twenty y^ars paft, given warning 
feveral thoufand times, to many fubftantial people, and 
to fuch who are acquainted with Lords and Squires, 
and the like great folks, (to any of whom I have 
not the honour to be known :) 1 mentioned my daily 
fears, left our watchful friends in England might take 
this bodnefs out of our hands; and how eaiy it would 
be to prevent that evil, by creeling a fociety of perfons 
who had good eftates, fuch, for inftance, as that noble 
knot of bankers under the ftyle of S^ujift and Com-- 
fany. But now we arc become tributary to Englan'f^ 
not only for materials to light our own fares j but for 
P 2 engines 

• This fimilitude which is certainly the fined that could poflibly 
have been ufed upon this occafion. Teems to reqvire a (hott explication. 
About the beginning of this cuirent century, Do^or Gtiytbers, a phv- 
fician and Fellow ot the Univeriity of Dublin , brought over with him 
a parcel of frog* from England 10 re ana, in order to propagate the 
fpecies in that kingdom, and threw them into the ditches of the Uni- 
verfity.park ; but. they all peri/hed. Whereupon he fent to Eng^ 
land for fome bottles of the frrg^-fpawn, which he threw into thofe 
ditches, by which means the fpecies of frogs was propagated in that 
kiijgdom. However, their number wa fo fmall in the year 1710, 
that a frog was no where to be feen in / elnnd^ except in the neigh- 
bouiKood of the Uni , erfity-park •. iut» within fix or fe Ten years 
after, they fprcad thirty, forty, :.nd fifty miles o\er the country j and 
fo ttlaft, by degrees, over the whole nation. 
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engines to put them out; to ^hich, if hearth -money 
be -added, (repealed in England as a grievance) we have 
the honour to pay three taxes for fire. 

A fourth was the knavery of thofe merchants, or 
linen-manufadlurers, or both; when, upon occafion of 
the plague at Marfeilles^ we had- a fair opportunity of 
getting into our hands the whole linen-trade with 
^pain ; but the commodity was fo bad, and held at io 
high a rate, that almoil the whole cargo was returned, 
and the fmall remainder fold below the prime coft. 

So many other particulars of the fame nature crowd 
into my thought?, that I am forced to flop, and the ra- 
ther becaufc they are not very proper for my £ubjeA^ 
to which I (hall now return. 

Among all the fchcmes for maintaining the poor of 
the city» and fetting them to work, the leaft weight 
hath been laid upon that £ngle point which is of great- 
eft importance ; I mean that of keeping foreign- beg- 
gars from fw arming hither out of every part of the 
country ; for, until this be brought to paft effedoally^ 
all our wife reafonings and proceedings upon them 
will be vidn and ridiculous. 

The prodigious number of beggars throughout thi» 
kingdom, in proportion to fo fmrfll a number of people, 
is ovving to many reafons: To the lazincfs of the na^ 
tives ; ihc want of work to employ them ; the enor- 
mous rents paid by cottagers for their miferable cab- 
bins and potatoe-plots ; their early marriages> withoat 
thekaft prof|e£l of eftabliftiment ; the ruin of agricul- 
ture, whereby fuch vaft numbers are hindred from pro- 
viding their own brer.d, and have no money to pur- 
chafe it ; the mortal damp upon all kinds of trade, and 
many other circumflances too tedious or invidious to 
mention. 

And to the fame caufes we owe the perpetual con- 
courfe of foreign beggars to this town, the country 
landlords giving all amflance, except money and vic- 
tuals, to drive from their eilates tbofe miferable crea- 
tures thsy have undone. 

It was a general complaint againft the poor-honfri 
under its former governors, that the number of poor 
in this city did not IcfTen by taking three hundred into 

ths 
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the houfe, and all of them recommended under the 
minifter and church- warden's hands of the feveral pa- 
rishes ; and this complaint mull ilill continue, although 
the poor-houfe fhould be enlarged to maintain three 
thoufand, or even double that number. 

The revenues of the poor-houfe, as it is now efta- 
blilhed, amount to about two thoufand pounds a-year ; 
whereof, two hundred allowed for officers, and one 
hundred for repairs, the remaining feventeen hundred, 
at four pounds a head, will fupport four hundred and 
twenty* five perfons. This is a favourable allowance, 
coniidcring that I fubtradt nothing for the diet of thofe 
officers, and for wear and tare of furniture ; and, if 
every one of thefe collcgiates fhould be fct to work, it 
"is agreed they will not be able to gain by their labour 
above one fourth part of their maintenance. 

At the fame time the oratorial part of thefe gentle- 
men feldom vouchfafe to mention fewer than fifteen 
hundred, or two thoufand people, to be maintained in 
this hofpital, without troubling their heads about the 
fund, ♦»•##»• 



T O 



TO HIS GRACE 

TF 1 L L I A M, 

Lord Archbishop of Dublin, &r. 

The humble Reprefentation of the C l e r. g Y of the 
City of D u B L I N. 

My Lord, yan. 1724. 

YOUR Grace having been pleafed to commanU 
cate to us a certain brief, by letters- patent, for 
the relief of one Charles M^Carthy^ whofe houfe in Cc/- 
legegreefty Dublin^ was burnt by an accidental fire ; and 
having defired us to coniider of the (aid brief, and give 
our opinions thereof to your Grace ; 

We the clergy of the city of Dublin^ in compliance 
with your Grace's defire, and with great acknowledge- 
ments for your paternal tendtrnefs towards lis, having 
maturely confidered the faid brief by letters -patent, 
compared the feveral parts of it with what is enjoined 
us by the rubric, (which is confiimed by adt of parlia- 
ment), and confulted perfons (killed in the laws of the 
church ; do, in the names of ourfelves and of the reft 
of our brethren, the clergy of the diocefs of Dublin, 
moft humbly reprefenl to your Grace : 

Firfiy That, by this brief, your Grace is requiiei 
and commanded, to recommend and command ail the 
parfons, vicars, is^c, to advance fo gre^t an a^ of cha- 
rity. 

We fhall not prefume to determine how far your 
Grace may be commanded by the faid brief; Imt we 
humbly conceive that the clergy of your diocefa cannot^ 
by any law now in being, be commanded by your 
Grace to advance the faid adi of charity, any cither 
ways than by reading the faid brief in our icvciti 
churches, as prtfcribed by the rubric. 
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SecottMy^ Whereas it is faid in the faid bncf, that the 
parfon, vicars, i^c. upon the firft Lord's-day, ^r op- 
portunity after the receipt of the copy of the iaid brief, 
fhall, del.berately and afFeftionatcIy, publilh and de- 
clare the tenor thereof to his Majcfty's lubjefts, and 
earneftly perfuade, exhort, and ftir them up to contri- 
bute freely and chearfiilly towards the relief of the faid 
fufFerer : 

We do not comprehend what is mcartt by the word 
opportunity. We never do preach upon any day except 
the Lord's-day, or fome folemn days legally appointed ; 
neither is it poffible for the ftron^cft conftitution among 
us to obey this command (which includes no lefs than 
a whole fermon) upon any other opportunity than when 
our people are met together in the church ; and to per- 
form this work in every houfe where the parifties are 
very populous, confifting lometimes here in town of 
9C0 or .1000 houfes, would take up the fpace of a 
year, although wc fliould preach in two families every 
day; and almoft as much time in the country, where the 
parifhes are of large extent, the roads bad, and the 
people too poor to receive us, and give charicy at 
once. 

But, if it be meant that thefe exhortations are com- 
manded to be made in the church, upon the Lord's- 
di^y, we are humbly of opinion, that it is left to the 
difcretion of the clergy, to chufe what fubjedls they 
think moil proper to preach on, and at what times ; 
and, if they preach either falle dodtrine or feditious 
principles, they are liable to punifhed. 

It may pofEbly happen that the fufFerer recommend- 
ed may be a perfon not deferving the favour intended 
by the brief; in which caie no minifler, who knows 
the fufFerer to be an undeferving perfon, can with a 
fafe conscience deliberately and affedlionatily publifh 
the brief, much leis earneftly perfuade, exhort, and flir 
up the people to contribute freely and cheatfully to- 
wards the relief of fttch a fufferer*. 

Thirdly, 

f This M'Cartbyl*9 houfe was burnt in the mnnthci Agpuf 17x3, 
and the univeiCai opinion of mankind was, that M* Cartliff ^aa^"^^ 
wai the perfen who had fct fire to the tLOU&« 
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Thirdly, Whereas in ihz fiid brief the minifters ind 
curate! are required, on the week-days next after the 
I Lord's-day when the brief wis read, to go from houfc 

t to houfe, wich their church- wardens, to afk and re- 

ceive from all perfons the faid charity : We cannot 
hut obfcrve here, that the faid miniilers are diredly 
made colle6tors of the faid charity in conjundion with 
the church wardens ; which however, we prefume, was 
not intended, as being againft all law and precedent: 
And therefore, we apprehend, there may be fome in- 
confiflency which leaves us at a lofs how to proceed. 
For, in the next paragraph, the minillers and curates 
' are only required, where they conveniently can, to ac- 
; company the church- wardens, or procure fome other 

\ of the chief inhabitants, to do the lame. And, in a 

^, following paragraph, the whole work feems left entire- 

T ly to the church- wardens, who are required to ufe their 

; utmoll diligence to gather and collet the faid charity, 

and to pay the fame, in ten days after, to the parfon, 
vicar, js'f. 

In anfwer to this, we do reprefent to your Grace 
our humble opinion, that neither we nor our church- 
wardens can be legally commanded or required to go 
from houfe to h(/ufe to receive the faid charity ; bc- 
caufe ) our Grace hath informed us in your order, at 
your viiitation jin, Dorn. 1712, that neither we nor onr 
church-wardens are bound to nake any colledions for 
the poor, fave in the church ; which alfo appears plain- 
ly by the rubric, that appoints both time and place, u 
your Grace hath obfcrvcd in your faid order. 

We do likewife afl'ure your Grace, that it is not in 
our power to procure fome of the chief inhabitants of 
our pariihes to accompany the church- ward ens from 
houfc to houfe in thefe collections : And we have ret- 
fen to believe, that fuch a prcprofal, made to our chief 
inhabitants (particularly in this city, where our chief 
inhabitants are often peers of the land) would be re- 
ceived in a manner very little to .otu* own fatisfft£kioa, 
• or to the advantage of the faid colledions. 

Fourthhy The briet doth will, require, and com« 
mand che bifhops, and all other dignitaries of fihe tborch, 
th^t they make their contribatioos diiluiAJy^ tO be re- 

' -ttirned 
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turned in the fcveral provinces to the feveral archbifhop» 
of the fame. 

Upon which we take leave to obferve, that the terms 
of expreilion here are of the firongeft kind, and in a 
point that may fubjed the faid dignitaries (for we fhall 
iay nothing of the bifhops) to great inconveniencies. 

The faid digniuries are here willed, required, and 
commanded to make their contributions diftinftly ; by 
which it (hould feem that they are abfolutely command- 
ed to make contributions (for the word dijiin&ly is but a 
circumftance), and may be underftood not very agree- 
able to a voluntary, chearful contribution. And there- 
fore, if any bifhop or dignitary (hould refufe to make 
his contribution, (perhaps for very good rcafons) he 
may be thought to inctur the crime of difobcdience to 
his Majefly, which all good fubjedls abhor, when fuch 
a command is according to law. 

Moil dignities of this kingdom conAA only of paro* 
chial tythes, and the dignitaries areminirters of parilhes. 
A doubt may therefore arife, whether the faid digni- 
taries are willed^ required, and commanded, to make 
their contributions in both capacities, diilindlly as dig. 
nitaries, and jointly as parfons or vicars. 

Many dignities in this kingdom are the poore(( kind 
of benefices ; and it ihould feem hard to put poor dig- 
nitaries under the neceffity either of making greater 
contributions than they can afford, or of expofing 
themfelves to the cenfure of wanting charity, by 
making their contributions public. 

Our Saviour commands us, in works of charity, to 
let not our left band kno<w 'what our right hand doeth ; 
which cannot well confift with pur being willed, re- 
quired, and commanded by any earthly power, where 
no law is prefcribed, to publifh our charity to the 
world, if we have a mind to conceal it. 

Fifthly, Whereas it is faid in ihe faid brief, that the 
pa'fon, vicar, ^c, of every parilh, fhall, m fix day3 
after the receipt of the faid charity, return it to his 
refpcdive chancellor, ^c. Tiiis may be a great grie- 
vance, hazard, and expence to the faid parfon, in re- 
mote and defolatc parts of the country, where often an 
boned mefienger (if fuch a ne can begot) muil be hired 

to 
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to travel forty or fifty miles going and conning ; which 
will probably coft more than the value of the contribu- 
tion he carries with him. And this charge, if briefs 
fhould happen to be frequent, would be enough to un- 
do many a poor clergyman in the kingdom. 

Sixtblyj We obferve in the faid brief, that the pro- 
voft and fellows of the unjverfity, judges, officers of the 
courts, and profefTors of laws common and civil, are 
neither willed, required, nor commanded to make their 
contributions ; but that fo good a work is only recom- 
m7nded to them. Whercis we conceive, that all his 
Majcfty's fubje(Sbs are equally obliged, with or without 
his Majtlly's commands, to promote works of chariry 
according to their power ; and that the clergy, in their 
ccclsfiaftical capacity, are only liable to fuch com- 
mands as the rubric, or any other law (hall enjoin, be- 
inj^ born to the fame privileges of freedom with the reft 
of his Majefty's fubjeds. 

We cannot but obferve to your Grace, that, in the 
Englijb ad of the fourth year of Queen AmiCy for the 
better coUefling charity-money on briefs by letters-pa- 
tent, {^c. the miniilers are obliged only to read the 
briefs in their churches, without any particular exhor- 
tations ; neither are they commanded to go from houfe 
to houfe with the church -wardens, nor to fend the mo- 
ney colleded to their refpcflive chancellors, but pay it 
to the undertaker or agent of the fufferer. So that, we 
humbly hope, the cl: rgy of this kingdom ihall not, 
without any law in being, be put to greater hardflkipi 
in this cafe than their brethren in England^ where the 
legiflature, intending to prevent the abufes in colled- 
ing charity-money on briefs, did not think fit to put 
the clergy under any of thofe dilncultics we now com- 
plain of, in the prefent brief by letters-patent, for the 
relief of Charles McCarthy aforefuid. 

The colledlions upon the Lord's-day are the princi- 
pal flip port of our own numerous poor in our (everal 
parifhcs ; and therefore every fmglc brief, with the be- 
netit of a fullcoUedion over the whole k:ngdoni, muft 
deprive feveral thoufands of poor of their weekly main- 
tenance, for the fake only of one perfon, who often be- 
comes a fufferer by his own folly or negligence, an^ 

11 
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is fure to overvalue his lofles double or treble : So that, 
if this precedent be followed, as it certainly will if the 
prefent brief fhould fuccecd, we may probably have a 
new brief every week ; and thus, for the advantage of 
fifty-two perfons, whereof not one in ten is defcrving, 
and for the intereft of a dozen dextrous cleiks and fe- 
cretaries, the whole poor in the kingdom will be likely 
to ftarve 

We are credibly informed, that neither the officers of 
the Lord Primate, in preparing the report of his Grace's 
opinion, nor thofe of the great feal, in pafling the pa- 
tent for briefs, will renr it any of their fees, both which 
do amount to a conGderable fum : And thus the good 
intentions of well-difpofed people are in a great mea- 
fure difappointed, a large part of their charity being 
anticipated, and alienated hy fees and gratuities, 

Laftly^ We cannot but reprefent to your Grace our 
great concern and giicf, to fee the pains and labour of 
our church- wardens iii much increafed, by the injunc- 
tions and commands put upon them in this brief, to the 
great difadvantage of the ckrgy and the people, as well 
as to their own trouble, damage, and lofs of time, to 
which great additions have been already made, by laws 
appointing them to collect the taxes for the watch and 
the poor-houfe, which they bear with great unwilling- 
nefs; and, if they fhall £nd themfelves further laden with 
fuch briefs as this oi McCarthy, it will prove fo great a 
difcouragemcnt, that we Ihall never be able to provide 
hoDcft and fufficient perfons for that weighty office of 
church- warden, fo ncceflary to the laity as well the 
clergy, in alj things that relate to the order and regu- 
lation of pariiht^s. 

Upon all thefe coniiderations, we humbly hope that 
your Grace, of whofe fatherly care, vigilance, and ten- 
dernefs, we have had fo many and great inftances, will 
reprefent our cafe to his Moft Excellent Majefty, or to 
the Chief Governor in this kingdom, in fuch a manner, 
that we may be neither under the neceffity of declining 
his Majefty 's commands in his Ictters-patent, or of ta- 
king new and grievoos burdens upon ourfelves and our 
church- wardens, to which neither the rubric nor any 
other law in force obCge us to fubmit. 
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^sme Reflexions upon Mr Bickerftaff'j FrediQions for tbt 
Tear M,DCC,VI1I *. 



By a Person of (Quality. 



I Have not obferved, for fome years paft, any infigni- " 
ficant paper to have made more noife, or be more 
greedily bought, than that of thefe predidlions. They 
are the wonder of the common people, an amufement 
for the better fort, and a jefl only to the wife; yet, 
among thefe lafl, I have heard fome very nmch in 
doubt, whether the author meant to deceive others, or 
is deceived himfelf. Whoever he was, he ieems to 
have with great art adju/led his paper both to pleafe 
the rabble and to entertain perfons of condition. The 
writer is, without queftion, a gentleman of wit and 
learning, although the piece fecms haflily written in a 
fudden frolic, with the fcornful thought of the plca- 
furc he will hive, in putting this great town into i 
wonderment about nothing: Nor oo I doubt bat he 
and his friends in the fecret, laugh often and plentiful- 
ly in a corner, to reflefi how many hundred tfaoniAnd 
fools they have already made. And he has them faft 
for fome time : For fo they are like to contmue antil 
his prophecies begin to fail in the events. Nay, it it 
a great queftion whether the mifcarriage of the two or 
three firil will fo entirely undeceive people, as to hinder 

• See Vol. IV. ^, ^05. 
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them from expcAing the accompli(htng of the reft, f 
doubt not out fome thoafands of thefe papers are care- 
fully prcferved by as many perfoni, to confront with 
the events, and try whether the aftrologer exadlly keeps 
the day and the hour. And thefe I take to be Mr 
BUkerJiaff^s choiceft cullies, for whofe fake chiefly he 
writ his amufement Mean while he has feven weeks 
good, during which time the world is to be kept ia 
fufpenfe ; for it is fo long before the almanack- maker 
is to die^ which is the nril predi6tion : And, if that 
fellow happens to be a fplenetic viflonary fop, or has 
any faith in his own art, the prophefy may pundluall/ 
come to pafs by very natural means. As a gentleman 
ef my acquaintance, who was ill-ufcd by a mercer in 
town, writ him a letter in an u.'.known hand, to give 
him notice that care had been taken to convey a flow 
poifon into his drink, which would infallibly kill him 
in a month ; after which the man began in earneft to 
languifh and decay, by the mere ftrength of imagina- 
tion, and would certainly have died, if care had not 
beeiv taken to undeceive him before the jcft went too 
far. The like effefl upon Partriif^e would wonder- 
fully raife Mr Bickerftaff^s reputation for a fortnight 
longer, until we could hear from France whether the 
Cardinal Je Noaillcs were dead or alive upon the 
fourth of Jprily which is the fecond of his predic- 
tions. 

For a piece fo carelefsly written, the obfervations 
upon aftrology are reafonable and pertinent, the re- 
marks juft ; and, as the paper is partly defigned, in my 
opinion, for a fatire upon the credulity of the vulgar, 
and that idle itch of peeping into futurities, fo it is no 
more than what we all of us deferve. And, ftnce we 
mutt be teazed with perpetual hawkers of jfrtfa;^^ /z/ii/ 
nuonderful i}DAXi^%y I am glad to fee a man of fenfe find 
leifure and humour to take up the trade for his own 
and our diversion. To fpcak in the town-phrafe it is 
a bite ; he has fully had his jeft, and may be fatif- 
fied. 

1 very much approve the ftrious air he gives himielf 
in his introdudtion and conclu/ion, which has gone 
far to give fomc people of no mean rank an o^\c\vi^ 

Vol. X. Q^ 'Csv'?^'^- 
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that the audior believes himfelf. He tells us, " He 
" places the whole credit of his art on the truth of 
'• thcfe prediftions, and will be content to be hooted 
" by Partridge and toe re/l for a cheat, if he fails ia 
" any one particular ;'* with feveral other ftnuns of 
the fame kind, wherein J perfedlly believe bim ; and 
that he is very indifferent whether I/aac Bicktrftaff be 
a mark of ivfanrf or not. But it feems, although he 
has joined an odd firname to no very common Chri- 
fiian Che, that in this large town theie is a man found 
to own both the names, although, I believe, not th« 
paper. 

I believe it is no fmall rriortification to this gentle- 
man aitrologer, as well as his bookfeller, to find their 
piece, which they fent out in a tolerable print and pa- 
per, immediately feized on by three or four interloping 
printers oi Gruhfiregt, the title duffed with an abftrad 
of the whole matter, together with the ftandard epi- 
thets oiftrange and lAjonderfuly the price brought down a 
full half, which was but a penny in its prime, and 
bawled about by hawkers of the inferior dais, with the 
concluding cadence of ^^ halfpenny a-ftgee, Buty& ad* 
dit Phaeton: And, to comfort him a little, this produc- 
tion of mine will have the fame fate : To-morjow will 
my ears be grated by the Huh boys andnjuemcbes injtravi* 
hats, and I muft an hundred times undergo the mord- 
fication to have my own work offered me to (ale at an 
under-value. Then, which is a great deal ^He, my 
acquaintance in the coffee-houfe will afk me wkether £ 
have feen the Anfwer to 'Squire Bickerftaff*% predidioss, 
and whether I know the puppy that writ it : And how 
to keep a man's countenance in fuch a junAore is no 
eafy point of condud. When, inthiscale, yon fee a 
man fhy either in praifing or condemning, ready, to turn 
off the difcourfe to another fubjedl, ftanding as little in 
the light as he can to hide his bluihing, pretending to 
fneeze or takefnuff, or go off as if fudden bnfinefi cal- 
led him; then ply him clofe, obferve his looks narrow- 
ly, fee whether his fpeech be conllrained or afieded, 
then charge him fuddenly, or whifper and finile, and 
you will foon difcover whether he be guilty. Althongh 
this ieem not to the purpolc I am difcourfing on, vet I 

tW 
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think It to be fo ; for I am much deceived if I do not 
know the true author of BickerfiaJTs Prediftions, and 
did not meet with him fome days ago in a cofFee-houfe, 
at Co'vent-Gartlen. 

As to the matter of the Prediaionsthemfelves, I ihall 
not enter upon the examination of them ; but think it 
very incumbent upon the learned Mr Partridge to take 
them into his confideration, and lay as many errors iii 
aftrology as poffible to Mr Bickerftaff's account. He 
may juftly, I think, challenge the 'Squire to publiflx 
the calculation he has made of Partridges nativity, by 
the credit of which he fo determinately pronounces the 
time and the manner of his death ; and Mr Bickerftajf 
can do no lefs, in honour, than give Mr Partridge the 
fame advantage of calculating his^ by fending him an 
account of the time and place of his birth, with other 
particulars necelTary for fuch a work. By which, no 
doubt, the learned world will be engaged in thedifpute, 
and take part on each fide according as they are in- 
clined. 

I {hould likewife advifeMr Partridge X.o inquire, why 
Mr Bickerftaff dio^^ not fo much as offer at one predic* 
tion to be tulfilled until two months after the time of 
publifhing his paper ? This looks a little fufpicipus, as 
if he were defirous to keep the world in play as long 
as he decently could, elfe it were hard he could not a^ 
ford us one prediction between this and the 29th of 
Manh ; which is not {o fair dealing as we have, evea 
from Mr Partridge and his brethren, who give qs their 
predictions (fuch as they are indeed) for every month 
in the year. 

There is one pailage in Mr Bichrfiaff^s paper that 
feems to be as high a ftrain of aiTurance as i have any 
where met with. It is that prediction for the month of 
June which relates to the French Prophets here in town ; 
where he tells us, " They will utterly difpcrfe, by 
•« feeing the time come wherein their prophecies fhould 
" be fulfilled, and then finding themfelves deceived by 
** contrary events." Upon which he adds, with great 
reafon, ** his wonder how any deceiver can be fo 
"weak, to forctcl things near at hand, when a very 
Q 2 " few 
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*' few ironths maft difcover the impofture to aH the 
" world." This is fpoken with a great deal of affSeft- 
td unconcernedners, as if he would have us think him- 
fclf to be not under the leaft apprebenfioii» that the 
fame in two months will be his own cafe. With re- 
fpcft to the gentleman, I do not remember to ha?c 
heard of fo refined and pleafant apiece of impudence, 
which I hope the author will not refent as an uncivil 
word, bccaufe I am fure I enter into his tafie^ and take 
it as he meant it. However, he half deferves a repri- 
mand for wiiting with fo much fcom and contempt for 
the underftandings of the majority. 

For the month of y^ffy* he tells us of *« a general, 
•' who, by a glorious a(5tion, will recover the reputa- 
" tion he loft by former misfortunes.*' This is com- 
monly underftood lo be Lord Ga/Ioway ; who, if he be 
already dead, as fome news- papers have it, Mr Bicker- 
Jlaff\\z% made a trip. Eut this I do not much infiflon; 
for it is hard if another general cannot be found under 
x^^t fame c'lTcumJlancesy to whom this predidlion maybe 
as well applied. 

The French King's death is very punftually related \ 
but it was unfortunate to make him die 2XM^li^ where 
he never goes at that feafon of the year, as I obfenred 
myfcif during three years I pafTed in that kingdom : 
And, difcourfing fome months ago with Monfieur Td" 
lardy about the French court, I £nd that King ne?er 
goes to Marli for any time, but about the feaibn of 
hunting there, which is not v^Auguft, So that here 
was an unlucky flip of Mr Bickerftaff'^ for want of fo- 
reign education. 

He concludes with refuming his promifc, of publiih- 
ing entire prediilions for the next year; of which the 
Cither adrolog^crs need not be in very much pain. I 
fappofe v/e Hull have them much about the fame time 
w ith The General Hijlcry cf Ears. I believe we hare 
done w ith him for ever in this kind ; and» though I 
am no aflrologer, may venture to prophefy that IfiUA 
Bickcrjlaff^ Efq; is now dead, and died juft at the time 
his Piedic^ions were ready for the prefs : That hedropt 
out of the clouds about nine days ago« and, in about 
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four hours after, mounted ap thither again like a va- 
pour; and willy one day or other, perhaps defcend a fe- 
cond time, when he has fome new, agreeable, or amu* . 
flng whimfy to pafs upon the towa; wherein, it is ve- 
ry probable, he will fucceed as often as he is difpofed 
to try the experiment, that is, as long as he. can pre- 
ferve a thorough contempt for his own time and other 
people's underSandings, and is refolved not to laugh 
cheaper than at theexpence of a million of people. 
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HINTS 

O N 

GOOD MANNERS. 

GOOD Manners is the art of making every re»- 
fonable perfon in the company eafy, and to be 
eafy ourfelves. 

What pafTeth for good-manners in the worldj gene- 
rally produceth quite contrary efFeQs. 

Many perfon s of both fexes, whom I have known, 
and who palTcd for well-bred in their own and the 
world*s opinion, are the mod troublefome in company 
to others and themfelves. 

Nothing is fo great an in (lance of ill -manners as flat- 
tery. If you flatter all the company, you pleafe none; 
if you flatter only one or two, you affront the reft. 

Flattery is the woril, and falfeft way of fkewing our 
eftcem. 

Where company meets, I am confident the few rea- 
fonablc perfons arc every minute tempted to corfe the 
man or woman among them, who endeavonrs to be 
moft diftingniflied for their good -manners. 

A man of fenfe would rather fail till night, than dint 
at fome tables, where the lady of the houfe is poflefled 
with good-manners ; uneafinefs, preffing to eat, teazing 
with civility ; lefs pra^lifed in England than here. 

Courts are the woril of all fchools to teach good« 
manners. 

A courtly bow, or gait, or drefs, are no part of good- 
manners. And therefore every man of good undei^ 
/landing is capable of being well-bred npon any occt- 
iion. 

To fpeak in fuch a manner as may poffibly offend 
any reafonable perfon in company, is the higheft in- 
flance of ill-manners. 

Good manners chiefly confifl in adlion, not in words* 
Modefly and humility the chief ingredients, 

Iluifi 
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I Jiave known the court of England under four rcigny, 
the two laft but for a fhort rime ; and, whatever go^d- 
manneri or politencfs I obferv cd in any of them, was 
not of the court- growth, but imported. For a cour- 
tier by trade, as gendemen-olhcrs, bedchamber- women, 
maids of honour, •♦•#••••• 

Of good maaners as to converfation. . 

Men of wit and good nnderflanding, as well as 
breedinzy are fometimes deceived, and |^ve offence by . 
conceiving a better opinion of thofe with whom they 
converfe than they ought to do. Thus I have often 
known the rooft innocent raillery, and even of that 
kind which was meant for praife, to be miftaken for 
abufe and reflexion. 

Of gibing, and how gibers ought to fuffer. 

Of arguers, perpetual contradidors, long talkers^ 
who are abfent in company, interrupters, not lifteners, 
loud laughers. 

Of thofe men and women whofe face is ever in a 
fmile, talk ever with a fmile, condole with a fmilr. 

Argument, as ufually managed, is the word fort nf 
converfation ; as it is generally in b^oks the worftfort 
of reading. 

Good converfation is not to be expected in much 
company, becaufe few liflen, and there is continual in- 
terruption. But good or ill manners are difcovered fet 
the company- be ever fo large. 

Perpetual aiming at wit, a very ba^d part of conver* 
fation. It is done to fnpport a charader : It generally 
fails : It is a fort of infult on the company, and a con- 
ib*aint upon the fpeaker. 

For a man to calk in his own trade, or builnefs, or 
faculty, is a great breach of good- manners. Divines, 
phyftcians, lawyers, foldiers, particularly poeti, are 
frequently guilty of this weaknefs. A poet conceives 
that the whole kingdom ♦♦♦•••♦# 
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RESOLUTIONS 

W HEN 

ICOMETOBEOLD. 

Written in the Year m, d c, x c i x. 

NO T to rparry a young woman. 
Not tp keep young company, nnlefs they really 
deAre it. 

Not to be peevifh» or morofe, or fufpicions. 

Not to fcorn prefent wayS) or wits, or faihioiu, or 
men. or war, &ff. 

Not to be fond of children. 

Not to cell the fame dory over and over to the fame 
people. 

Not to be covetous. 

Not to ncglefl decency, or cleanlineTs, for fear of 
falling into n.nflinefs. 

Not to be over fevere with young people, but give 
allowances for their youthful follies and weaknefles. 

Not to be influenced by, or give ear ta knavi(b 
tattling fervants, or others 

Not to be too free of advice, nor troable any but 
thofe who defire it 

To defire fome good friends to inform me which of 
ihefe refolutions I break or neglcd, and wherein j and 
refornn accordingly. 

Not to tnlk much, nor. of myfelf. 

Not to boafl of my former beauty, or ftrength, or 
favour with ladies, (J^c. 

Not to hearken to flatteries, nor conceive I can be 
believed by a young wonian ; et eos fui hamUtmitm 
captant^ odijfe ac vitare 

Not to be pofitive or opiniative. 

Not to fet up for obferving all thefe rnlesj fiir fear 
I fhould obferve none. 

LAWS 



L A W S 

\ FOR THE ' 

D E A N's SERVANT S. 

December jth^ Mpcc,xxxiii. 



IF either of the two men-fervants be drunk, he fliall 
pay an Englijh crown out ot his wages for the laid 
ofFence, by giving the Dean a receipt for fo much 
wages received. 

When the Dean is at home, no fervant fhall pre- 
fume to be abfent, without giving notice to the Dean, 
and afking leave, upon the forfeiture of iixpence for 
every half-hour that he is abfent, to be ftopt out of 
his or her board-wages. 
^ When the Dean is abroad, no fervant, except the 
woman; fhall prefume to leave the houie for above 
one half-hour ; after which, for every half-hour's ab- 
fence he fhall forfeit iixpence: And, if the other fer- 
vant goes out before the ix^ returns, he fhall pay five 
fhillings oat of his wages, as above. 

Whatever fervant fhall be taken in a manifeft lie, 
fhall forfeit one fhilling out of his or her board- 
wages. 

When the Dean goes about the houfe, or out-houfes, 
or garden, or to Nabothi^i Vineyard, whatever things 
he finds out of order, by negle^l of any fervant under 
whofe care it was, that- fervant fhall forfeit fixpcnce^ 
and fee to get it mended as foon as poflible, or fuffer 
more forfeitures at the Dean*s difcretion. 

If two fervant s be abroad together when the Dean 
is from home, and the fad be concealed from the 
Dean, the concealer fhall forfeit two crowns out of his 
or her wages^i as above. 
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If, in waiting at table, the two fervants be out of 
the room toeether, without orders, the lail who went 
out fhall forfeit threepence out of his board-wages. 

The woman may go out when the Dean is abroad 
for one hour, bot no longer, under the fame penalty 
with the men: Bot provided the two men -fervants 
keep the houfe until flie returns ; oiherwife, either of 
the fervants, who goes out before her return, fhall 
forfeit a crown out of his wages, as above. 

Whatever other laws die Dean ihall think fit to 
make, at any time to come, for the government of his 
fervants, and forfeitures for negled or difobedience^. all 
the fervants (hail be bound to fubmit to. 

Whatever other fervant, except the woman, (hall 
prefume to be drunk, the other two fervants ihall inform 
the Dean thereof, under pain of fbrfeitinig two Crowns 
out of his or her W9ge8» befides the fSrfeitare of * 
crown from the ikid iervtat who WM drimka 
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LETTER from PHILADELPHIA, 

TO 

JONATHAN SWIFT in DUBLIN. 

Chilady March 29. 1729. 
Friend Jonathan Swift, 

HA VI NO been often agreeably amufed by thy 
Tale, t^c, lie. and i>eing now loading a fmall 
fhip for DuhiiM^ I have fent thee a gam men, the pro- 
duct of the wilds of Amerka ; which ^rhaps ^ay not 
be unacceptable at thy table^ iince it is only defiened 
to kt thee know chat thy wit and parts are in enedn 
at this diftancc from the place of thy refidence. Thee 
need aik no qaeftions who this comes from, fince I 
am a pcrfcft ftrangcr to thcc. 
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CHARACTER 

O F 

Mrs H *' * * * D- 

Written in the Year m,dcc^xxvii. 

I Shall fay nothing of he^ wit or beaaty» which 
are allowed by all perfons who caa judge of either^ 
when they hear or fee her. Befides, beaaty being 
transient, and a trifle, cannot jaftly nsake part of a cha- 
rader. And I leave others to celebrate her wit, be- 
caufe it will be of no uie in that part of her character 
which|I intend to draw. Neither mail T relate any part 
of her hiftory ; further than, that ihe went, in the prime 
of her youth, to the Court of Hanover with her husband, 
and became of the Bed-chamber to the prefent Princefs 
of^^?/pj, living in expeftation of the Queen's * death : 
Upon which event (he came over with her Miftrefs, and 
hath ever fince continued in her fervice ; where from 
the attendance daily paid he^by ^e minifters, and all 
expe£lants, fhe is reckoned much the greateft favourite 
of the court at Leicefter-houfe : A fituation which (he 
hath long afFefled to defire that it might not be be- 
lieved. 

There is no politician who more carefully watches 
the motions and difpofitions of things and per(bns at 
St James's J nor can form his language with a more im- 
perceptible dexterity to the prelent' pofture of a courts 
or more early forefee what ftyle may be proper upon 
any approaching jundlure of affairs, whereot (he can 
gnther early intelligence without afking it, and often 
when even thofc from whom Ihe hath it are not ienfible 
tha. they are giving it to her, but equally with odbers 
admire her fagacity. Sir Robert Walpole and fhe both 
think they underfland each other, and are both eqoallf 
miflaken. 

With 

• Queen Anne. 



-.V--- ii>»ai 



Character r/'MRsH**^*D 193 

With perfons where ifhe is to manage, (he is very dex- 
trous in that point of Ikill which the French call tater le 
pa^e ; with others (he is a great vindicator of all prefenc 
proceedings, but in fuch a manner, as if Ihe were under 
no concern further than her own convidlion, and 
Avondering how any "body can think otherwife. And 
the danger is, that (he may com^ in time to believe 
herfelf ; which, under a change of princes and a great 
addition of credit, might have bad confcquenccs. She 
is a moil unconfcionaHe dealer j for, in a return of a 
few good words, which fhe gives to her lords and 
gentlemen daily waiters before their faces, fb ^ gets ten 
thoufand from them behind her back, whicJ; ire of real 
fervice to her charadler. The credit fhe hath is ma- 
naged with the utmoft thrift"; and, whenever fiie em- 
ploys it, which is very rarely, it is only upon fuch occaii- 
ons where fhe is fu re to get much more than fhe fpends. 
For inftance, fhe would readily prefs Sir Robert Walpole 
to do fome favour for Cblonel Churchill^ or Doddington ; 
the Prince, for a mark of grace to Mr Schutz, 5 and the 
Princefs, to be kind to Mrs Clayton, She fometimes falls 
into the general miftake of all courtiers, which is that 
of not fuiting her talents to the abilities of others, but 
thinking thofe fhe deals with to have lefs art than they 
really pofTefs ; fo that fhe may poffibly be deceived 
when ihe thinks fhe deceiveth. 

Jn all offices of life, except thofe of a courtier, fhe adls 
wiih juflice, generofity^ and truth. She is ready to do 
good as a private perfon, and I would almoft think in 
charity that fhe will not do harm as a courtier, unlefs 
to pleafe thofe in chief power. 

In religion fhe is at leafla Latitudinarian, being not 
an enemy to books written by the Free-thinkers ; and 
herein fhe is the more blameable, becaufe fhe hath too 
much morality to fland in need of them, requiring only 
a due degree of faith for putting her in the road to fal- 
vation. 1 fpeak this of her as a private Lady, not as a 
Court-favourite ; for, in the latter capacity, fhe can 
fhew neither faith nor works. 

U fhe had never feen a court, it is not impoffible that 
fhe might have been a friend. 

Vol. X. R SJie 
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She abounds in good words and expreffionsof good 
v..:>.e$, ftnd will concert a hundred fchemes for the Icr* 
vic^ of tiiofe whom (he would be thought to favoor : 
Schemes that fdmctimes arife horn them, and ibme- 
tlmes from herfelf ; although, at the fame time, fhe 
very well knows them to be without the lead probabilitr 
of iuccecding. But to do her juflice, fhe never feeds or 
deceives any perfon with promifes, where fhe doth not 
at the fame time intend a degree of £ncerity. 

She is, upon the whole, an excellent companion for 
meit of the bell acccmpliihments, who have nothing to 
deiirecrexpcd. 

What part ihe may a£k hereafter in a larger fpherOyas 
Lady of the Bed-chamber to a great Qj— n, (apon fup- 
pofing the death of his prefent Majefty *, and of the 
Harl of Suffolk^ to whofe title her hufiiand fuccecdi) 
and in high eileem with a K — g, neither ihe nor I can 
foretel. My own opinion is natural and obvious, that 
her talents as a courtier will fpread, enlarge, and mnl- 
tiply to fuch a degree, that her private virtues, for want 
of room and time to operate, will belaid op clean (like 
clothes in a cheft), to be ufed and put on, whenever 
faticty, or fome reverfe of fortune, or increafe of ill 
health, (to which lall ihe is fubjedl) ihall diipofe her to 
retire. In the mean time, it will be her wifdoni to 
take care that they may not be tarniihed or moth-eaten, 
for want of airing and turning at kail once a year. 

* Georse theFlrft. 
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CHARACTER 

O F 

DOCTOR SHERIDAN. 

Written iu the Year m,dcc,xxxviii. 

DOCTOR Thomas Sheridan died ^tRathfarnam 
the tenth of 05<7^/r 1738, at three of the clock 
in the afternoon : His difeafes were a dropfy and 
aflhma. He was doabtleis the heft inflruftor of youth 
in thefe kingdoms, or perhaps in Eurofi ; and as great 
a mafter of the Qrtek and Roman languages. He had 
a very fruitful invention, and a talent for poetry* His 
Englijh verfes were fall of wit and humour, but neither 
his profe nor verfc fufficiently corrcft : However, he 
would readily fubmit to any friend who had a true tafle 
in prole or verfc; He hath left behind him a very 
great colleflion, in fcveral volumes, of ilories, hu- 
morous, witty, wife, or fome way ufeful, gathered 
from a vaft number of Grr^/f, Roman j Italian ^ Spanijk^ 
Fnnfht and EngUjh writers. I believe I may have feen 
about thirty, large enough to make as many moderate 
books in oflavo. But, among thoie extra£ls, there 
were many not worth regard ; for £ve in fix, at lead, 
were of little ufe or entertainment. He was (as it is 
frequently the cafe in men of wit and learning) what 
the French call a Dupe^ and in a very high degree. 
The greateft dunce of a tradefman could impofc upon 
him, for he was altogether ignorant in worldly manage- 
ment. His chief fhining Quality was that of a fchool- 
mafter ; here he (hone in his proper element. He had 
fo much (kill and praflice in the phYfiognomv of boys, 
that he rarely miftook at the firft view. His fcholars 
loved and feared him. He often rather chofe to (hame 
the ftupid, but puni(hed the idle, and expofed them to 
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Sfitntm. He changed it very foon for that of Dunboyn ; 
whicby by the knavery of the farmers and power of 
the gentlemen, fell fo very low, that he could never 
get 80/. He then changed .that living for the frce- 
fchool of Cavaftj where he might have Uved well, in 
fo cheap a country, on So /. falary fer annum^ befides 
his fcholars : But the air, he faid, was too moiil and 
unwholefome, and he could not bear the company of 
fome perfons in that neighbourhood. Upon this he 
fold the fchool for about 400 /. ipent the money, grew 
into difeafes, and died.. 

It would be very . honourable, as well as juft, in 
thofe many perfons /of Quality and fortune, who had 
the advantage of being educated under Do£tor Sbnriilant 
if they would pleafe to eredl fome decent monument 
over his body, jb the church where it i& depoiited* 



THE 



THE 

H I S T O R Y 

O F T H E 

SECOND SOLOMON^. 

Written in the Year u,dcc,xzix. 



HE bec^une acquainted with a perfon dUBngniilied 
for poetical and other writings, and in an emi- 
nent (lation, who treated him with great kindneis on 
all occauonsy and he became familiar in this pchbn's 
houfe t- In three months time, Solemam^ witboot dic 
leaft provocation, writ a long poem, defcribing that 
pcrfon's mufe to be dead, and making a funeral tolem- 
nity with afTcs, owls, i^c. and gave the copy anx>ng 
all h<s acauaintance. 

Solofwn became acquainted with a mod deferving la- 
dy, an intimate friend of the above perfon {, who en- 
tertained him alfo as (he would a brother ; and^ npon 
giving him a little good advice, in the moft decent 
manner, with relation to his wife, he told her. She 
was like other women, as bad as fhewas, and that they 
were all alike : Although his wife be, in every regard 
except gallantry, (which no creature would attempt) 
the moft difagreeable beaft in Europe. 

He lets his wife ^whom he pretends to hate as fhe 
de(^.rves] govern, inlult, and ruin him, as (he pleafet. 
Her chara^er is this : Her perfon is deteftably difagree- 
able ; a moft filthy Hut ; lazy, and fldihful, and j^xa- 
rious, ill-natured, envious, fufpicious; a icold, ex- 
penfive on herfelf, covetous to others : She takes thieves 
anj whores, for cheapnefs, to be her fervants, and 

tunv 
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turns them off every week: Pofitive, infolent; an ig- 
norant, prating, overweening fool ; a lover of the dir- 
tiert, meaneft company : An abominable tatler, afFeft- 
ing to be jealous of her husband with ladies of the be(l 
rank and merit, and merely out of affedlation for per- 
fedl vanity* 

Solomon has no ill defign upon any perfon hut him" 
felf, and he is the greateft deceiver of himfelf on all 
occafions. 

His thoughts are fudden, and the mod anreafonable 
always comes uppermoft ; and he conftantly refolvcs 
and ads upon his firfl thoughts, and then alks advice, 
but never once before. 

The perfon above-mentioned, whom he lampooned 
in three months after their acquaintance, procured him 
a p;ood preferment from the Lord Lieutenant : Upoa 
going down to take poffeilion, Solomon preached, at 
CorJt, a fermon on King George's birth-day, on this 
text, Sufficient to the day is the e<vil thereof. Solomon 
having been famous for a high Tory, and fufpeded as 
a Jacobite, it was a moft difficult thing to get any thing 
for him : But that perfon, being an old friend of Lord '^ 
Cartareti prevailed againil all Solomon'"^ enemies, and 
got him made likewise one of his Excellency's chap- 
lains. But, upon this fermon, he was ilruck out of the 
lifl, and forbid the caftle, until that fame perfon 
brought him again to the Lieutenant, and made them 
friends. 

A fancy fprang in Solomotin head, that a houfe 
nenr Dublin would be commodious for him and his 
boarders, to lodge in on Saturdayi and Sundt^i : Im^- 
mediately, without confulting with any creature, he 
takes a leafe of a rotten- houfe at Rathfamam^ the 
worfl air in Ireland^ for 999 years, at twelve pounds a 
year j the land, which was only a ftrip of ground, not 
being worth twenty (hillings a year. When the fame 
perfon whom he lampooned heard the thing, he beg- 
ged Solomon to get a claufe of furrender, and at lafl 
prevailed to have it done after twenty-one years ; be- 
caufe it was a madnefs to pay eleven pounds a year, 
for a thoufand years, for a houfe that could not 1&& 
twenty. But Sglomon made an a^tttm^xxx m\^ ^v^ 
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land-lady, diat he ihould be at liberty to funender his 
leafe in feven years ; and, if he did not do it at 
that time, ihould be obliged to keep it for 999 yean. 
In the mean time, he expends about one hundred 
pounds on the honfe and garden-wall ; and^ in leis than 
three years, contrads fuch a hatred to the houfe, that 
he lets it run to ruin : So that, when the (even yean 
are expired, he muft either take it for the remainder 
of the 999 years, or be fued for wafte, and lofe all the 
money he laid out : And now he pays twelve pooads 
a year for a place he never iees. 

Solomon has an eftate of about thirty-five poands per 
a?mum^ in the county of Catunt ; upon whid!, inmd 
of ever receiving one penny rent, he hath expended a^ 
bove thirty pounds per antrum^ in bnildingt and plan*- 
tacions, which are all gone to ruin. 

Solomon is under-tenanc to a Bifhop^s leafe : He if 
bound by articles to his Lordihip to renew and pay a 
£ne, whenever the Biihop renews with hii landlordf 
and to raife his rent as the landlord flsall raife it to 
the Bifhop. Seven years expire: Solumm'B landlord 
demands a fine, which he readily pays ; then aiks for 
a leafe : The landlord fays, he may have it at any 
time. He never gets it. Another feven years elapfe: 
Solomon*$ landlord demands another fine, and an addi- 
tional rent : Solomon pays both; aiks to have hi^lcaie 
renewed :' The ileward anfwers, be will (peak to his 
mailer. Seventeen years are elapfed : The landlord 
fends Solomon word that his leafe is forfeited^ becaufe he 
hath not renewed and paid his fines according to ar- 
ticles ; and now they are at law npon this admirable 
cafe. 

1 1 is Solomon^i great happinefs, that, when he ads in 
the common concerns of life, againft common fenie 
and reafon, he values himielf thereupon, as if it were 
the mark of a great genius, above little regards or arts, 
and that his thoughts are too exalted to deicend into 
the knowledge of vulgar management ; and you can- 
not make him a greater compbment, than by telling in- 
llances to the company, before his face, how care« 
]ei3 he was in any affair that related to his inteteft and 
fortune. 

He 
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He js extremely proud and captious, apt to refcnt a* 
an affront and indignity^ what was never intended for 
cither. 

He is allured as eafily^ by every new acquaintance, 
efpecially among women, as a child is by a new play- 
thing, and is led at will by them to fufpe6l and quarrel 
with his beft friends, of whom he hath loft the greateft 
part, for want of that indulgency which they ought ta 
allow for his failings. 

He is a generous, honeft, good-natured man ; but 
his perpetual want of judgment and difcretion, makes 
him ail as if he were neither gencroos, ho n eft, nor 
good-natured. 

The perfon above mentioned, whom he lampooned^ 
and to whom he owes his preferment, being in the 
countiy and out of order; Solomon had appointed ta 
come for him with a chaife, and bring him to tovvn« 
Solomon fen t him word that he was to fet out on Monday ^ 
and did accordingly, but to another part of the kingdom^ 
thirty miles wide of the place appointed, in compli- 
ment to a lady who was going that way ; there ilaid,. 
with her and her family, a month, then fent the'chaife^. 
in the midft of winter, to bring the faid perfon, where 
Solomon would meet him, declaring he could not ven- 
ture himfclf for fear of the ii^^ : And upon the faid 
perfon'^s refuiing to go in the chaife alone, or to trud 
to Solomons appointment, and being in ill health ; So* 
lomon fell into a formal quarrel with that perfon, and 
foully mifreprefented the whole affair to juflify himfelf. 

Solomon had publiQied a humourous ballad, called 
Balyfpdlin *, whither he had gone to drink the waters, 
with a new favourite lady. The ballad was in the man- 
ner of Mr Gay^z on Molly Mogg^ pretending to contain 
all the rhymes of Balyfpellin' His friend, the perfon fo 
often mentioned, being at a gentleman's houfe in the 
neighbourhood, and merry over Solomon's ballad, they 
agreed to make anothc^r, in difpraife o{ BalyfpeWn-fwellsy 
which Solomon hsid celebrated, and with all new ryhmes 
not made ufe of in Solomon's f. The thing was done, 
and all in a mere jeft and innocent merriment. Yet 

Sotofnan 
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Solomon was prevailed upoir, by the Lady he went witb, 
to refisnt this as an affront on her and himfelf ; which 
he did accordingly, againfl all the rules of reafbn, tafte, 
good-nature, judgment, gratitude, or common man- 
ners. 

lie will invite &x or more pisople of condiuon to 
dine with him on a certain day, fome of them living 
five or fix miles from town. On the day appointed he 
will be abfent, and know nothing of the matter, and 
they all go back difappointed : When he is told of 
this, he is pleafed, becaufe it (hews hiiA to be a geniot 
and a man of learning. 

Having lain many years under the obloqoy of a high 
Tory and Jacobite, npon the prefent Queen's birih- 
day he write a fong, to be performed before the Go- 
vernment and thoie who attended them, in praiie of 
the Queen and the Xing, on the common topics of her 
beauty, wit, family, love of Engiamttt and all other 
virtues, wherein the King and the Royal Childxcn 
were (harers. It was very hard to avoid the cohunom 
topics, which were mentioned ia-abundaace. A yoaag 
collcRian, who had done the fame joh the year be/biti 
got lome reputation on the account of his wit: Ss^ 
mon would needs vie with him, by which he left alt 
the efteem of his old friends the Tories, and got not 
the leaft intereft with the Whigs ; (or they are now too 
ftrong to want advocates of that kind : And therefore 
one of the Lords Juftices, reading the verfes in fome 
company, faid, <' Ah, Doftor, thisihall not do." Hit 
name was at length in the title-page; and he did this 
without the knowledge or advice of one living foul, ak 
he himfelf confefTeth. 

His full convidtion of having a£led wrong, in a hun- 
dred inftances, leaves him as pofidve in the next in-* 
ilance as if he had never been miftaken in hit life : 
And if you go to him the next day, and find him con- 
vinced in the laft, he hath another mftance ready« 
wherein he is as pofitive as he was the day btfbre. 

OK 



Oh the death or 

Mrs JOHNSON, [STELLA.] 



THIS day, being Suni/ayy January 2?th 1727-8, 
about eight o'clock at night/a fervant broaght 
me a note, with an account of the death of the trueil, 
moft virtuous, and valuable friend, that I or perhaps 
any other perfon ever was bleflfed with. She expired 
about (ix in the evening of this day; and, as foon as 
I am left alone, which is about eleven at night, I re- 
folve, for my own fatisfa£lion, to fay fomething of her 
life and character. 

She was bom at Richmond in Surny, on the thir- 
teenth day of March, in the year 168 1. Her father 
was a younger brother of a good family in Nottingham' 
Jkin^ her mother of a lower degree; and indeed ihe had 
little to boaft of her birth. 1 knew her from fix years 
old, and had fbme (hare in her education, bv dirtying 
what books (he fhouldread, and perpetually inflrudling 
her in the principles of honour and virtue; from which 
fhe never fwerved in any one adion or moment of her 
life. She was fickly from her childhood until about 
the age of fifteen: But then grew into perfedi health, 
and was looked upon as one of the mofl beautiful, 
graceful, and agreeable young women in Londony only 
• a little too fat. ' Her hair was blacker than a raven, 
and every feature x)f her face in perfection. She lived 
generally in the country, with a family, where (he con- 
traCled an intimate friendfliip with another lady * of 
more advanced years. I was then (to my mortification) 
fettled in Ireland \ and, about a _year after, going to 
vifit my friends in England^ I found (he was a little 
uneafy upon the- death of a perfon on whom (he had 
fome dependence. Her fortune, at that time, was in 
nil not above fifteen hundred pounds, the intereft of 
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which was but afcanty maintenance, in fo dear a coan- 
try, for one of her fpirit. Upon this confideration, 
and indeed very much for my own fatibfaftion, who 
had few friends or acquaintance in InlanJ^ I prevailed 
with her and her dear friend and companion, the other 
lady, to draw what money they had into Ireland a 
great part of their fortune being in annuities upon funds. 
Money was then at ten per cent, in Ireland j befides the 
advantage of returning it, and all neceiTarics of life at 
hatf the price. They complied with my advice, and 
foon after came over ; but, l^ happening to continue 
fome time longer in England^ they were much difcoa* 
raged to live in Dublin^ where they were wholly ftran- 
gers. She was at that time about nineteen yean old, 
and her perfon was foon didinguifhed. But tht adven- 
ture looked fo like a frolic, the cenfure held, for fome 
time, ^s if there were a fecret hiftory in fuch a removal ; 
which, however, foon blew off by her excellent con- 
du6l. She came over with her friend on the 
in the year 170—; and they both lived together until 
this day, when death removed her from us. For fome 
years pad, {he had been viHted with continual ill- 
health ; and feveral times, within thefe laft two years, 
her life was dt-fpaired of. But, for this twelve-months 
paft, fhe never had a day's health; and, prop<:rly 
fpeaking, (he hath been dying fix months, oat ke])t 
alive, almoft againft nature, by the generous kindncft 
of two phyficians, and the care of her friends. Thus 
far I writ the fame night between eleven and twelve. 

Never was any of her fex born with better gifts of 
the mind, or more improved them by reading and con- 
ve.fation. Yet her memory was not of the heft, and 
was impaired in the latter years of her life. ■ Bat I can- 
not call to mind that I ever once heard her make a 
wrong judgment of perfons, books, or alFairs. Her 
advice was always the bed, and with the greateft free- I 
dom, mixt with the greateft decency. She oad a grace- 
fulnefs fomewhat more than human in every motion, 
word, and adion. Never was fo happy a coiy^ftion 
of civility, freedom, eafinefs and fincerity. There 
feemed to be a combination among all that knew her, 
to treat her with a dignity much beyond her rank: 
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Yet people of all forts were never more eafy than in 
her company. Mr Addifon^ when he was in Irtlandy be- 
ing introduced to her, immediately found her out ; 
and, if he had not foon after left the kingdom, affurcd 
me he would have ufed all endeavours to cultivate her 
friendftiip. A rude or conceited coxcomb paffed his 
time very ill, upon the leaft breach of refpcft ; for, in 
fuch a cafe, (he had no mercy, but was furc to expofe 
him to the contempt of the ftandcrs-by j yet in fuch a 
manner as he was afhamed to complain, and durfl not 
refent. All of us, wh^fetfajd the happinels of her friend- 
ilnp, agreed unanimoudy, that, in an afternoon o; 
evening's converfation, flie never failed before we part- 
ed of delivering the beft thing that was faid in the 
company. Some of us have written down feveral of 
her fayings, or what the French call Bon Mots, where- 
in (he excelled almofl beyond belief* . She never mif- 
took the underftanding of others 5 nor ever faid a fevere 
word, but where a much feverer was defcrved. 

Her fervants loved and almoft adored her at the 
fame time. She would, upon occafions, treat them 
with freedom, yet her demeanour was fo awful, that 
they durft not fail in the leaft point of refpeft. She 
chid them feldom, but it was with feverity, which had 
an efFedt upon them for a long time after. 

January '29th, My head achs, and I can write no 
more, 

January 30th, Tuefday. 

This is the night of the funeral, which my (icknefs 
will not fuffer me to attend. It is new nine at night, 
and 1 am removed into another apartment, that 1 may 
not fee the light in the church, which is juft over againft 
the window of my bed-chamber. 

With all the foftnefs of temper that became a lady, 
Ihe had the perfonal courage of a hero. She and her 
friei d having removed their lodgings to a new houfe, 
which ftood folitary, a parcel of rogues, armed, at- 
tempted the houfe, where there was only one boy : She 
was then about four and twenty : And, having been 
warned to apprehend fome fuch attempt, Ihe learned the 

Vol. X. S managemeivx. 
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management of a piflol ; and, the otlier women and 
fervants being half dead with fear, flie ftole fofdy to 
her dining-room window, put on a black hood, to pre- 
vent being feen, primed the piflol frelhp gently lifted 
up the falh ; and, takitig her aim with the utmeft pre- 
icnce of mind, difcharged the piflol leaden with the 
bullets, ii>to the body of one villaiD» who flood the 
faireil mark. The fellow, mortally wounded, was carried 
off by the refl, and died the next morning, but his com- 
panions could not be found. The Duke of OrwMi/ hath 
often drank her health to me upon that account, and had 
always an high eflecm of her. She was indeed under 
fome apprehcnfions of going in a boat, after fome din- 
ger (lie had narrowly efcaped by water, but fhe 3vas 
reafoned thoroughly out of it. She was never known 
to cry oct, or difcover any fear, ia a coach or onhorfe- 
back» or any uoeafinefs by thofe fudden accidents with 
which mofl of her fex, either by weaknefs or affefti- 
tlon, appear fo much difordered. 

She never had the leaft abfence of mind ia converia- 
tion, nor given to interruption, or appeared eager ID 
put in her word by waiting impatiently until another 
had done. She fpoke in a moft agreeable voice, in 
the plained words, never hefitatine, except om of mch 
deily before new faces, where fhe was fbmewhat re- 
fer ved ; nor, among her nearefl friends, ever fpoke 
much at a time. She was but little verfed in the cos* 
men topics of female chat ; fcandal, cenfare, and de- 
tradlion, never came out of her mouth.: Yet, among a 
few friends, in private convcrfation, ihe made little ce- 
remony in difcovering her contempt of a coxcomb, and 
defcribin^^ all his fellies to the life ; bat fie follies of 
her own fcx fhe was rather inclined to extenuate or ts 
pity. 

When fhe was once convinced by open faAs of aqr | 
breach of truth or honour, in a perfbn of high fUtioa, I 
erp:;cially in the church, fhe could not conceal her ia-p, 
dign.nion, uor hear them named without fhewing her 
difpleafure in her countenance ; particularly one or two 
of the latter fort, whom fhe had known and efieemed, 
but dc teAed above all mankind, when it was manifeil 
that they had facrlficed thofe two precioas virtues to 

their 
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their ambition, and would much fooner have forgiven 
them the common immoralities of the laity. 

Her frequent fits of ficknefs, in moll parts of her 
life, had prevented her from making that progrefs in 
reading Which (he would otherwife have done. She 
was well vcrfed in the Greek and Roman (lory, and was 
not unfkilled in that of France and England, She froke 
French perfcftly, but forgot much of it by negle<^l and 
ficknefs. She had read carefully all the bell books of 
travels, which ferve to open and enlarge the mind. She 
underllood the Platonic and Epicurean philofophy, and 
judged very well of the dcfedls of the latter, blie made 
very judicious abilrafts of the bcft books fne had read. 
She underllood the nature of government, and could 
point out all the errors oi Holies ^ both in that and re- 
Isgion. She had a good infight into phyfic, and knew 
fomewhat of anatomy ; in bo:h which Ihe was inllruft- 
ed in her younger days by an eminent phyfi^ian, who 
had her long under his care, and bore the highcll c- 
fleem for her perfon and underftanding. She had a 
true tafle of wit and good fenfc, both in poetry and 
profc, and was a perfc^ good critic of flyle : Neither 
was it eafy to find a more proper or impartial jud^c, 
whofe advice an author might better rely on, if he in^ 
tended to fend a thing into the world, provided it was 
on a fubje^ that came witiiin the compafs of her know- 
ledge. Yet, perhaps, fhc was fometimes too feycre, 
which is a fafe and pardonable error. She preferved 
her wit, judgment, and vivacity to the lad, but often 
uied to complain of her memory. 

Her fortune, with fome acceflion, could not, as L 
have heard fay, amount to much more than two thou- 
fand pounds, whereof a great part fell with her life, 
having been placed upon annuities in England, and 
one in Ireland. In a perfon fo extraordinary, perhaps 
it may be pardonable to mention fome particulars, al- 
though of little moment, further than to fet furth her 
charadler. Some prefents of gold pieces being often 
made to her while flie was a girl, by her mother and 
other friends, on promife to keep them, (he giew into 
fuch a fpirit of thrift, that, in about three years, they 
amounced to above two hundred po\iud&. "bV^ u^.^^ x-<^ 
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fliew them with boading ; bat her mother, apprehend- 
ing ihe would be cheated of them, prevailed, in fome 
months, and with great importunities, to have them 
put out to intereft ; When the girl loft the plcaAire of 
feeing and counting her gold, which fhe never failed 
of doing many times in a day, and defpaired of heap- 
ing up iuch another treafure, her humour took the quite 
contrary turn : She grew carelefs and fquandering of 
every new acquifition, and fo continued till about two 
and twenty ; when, by advice of fomc friends, and the 
fright of paying large bills of tradtfmen, who enticed 
her into their debt, (lie began to reflcft upon her own 
folly, and was never at reft until {he had difcharged all 
her Ihop-bills, and refunded hcrfelf a confiderable fum 
fhe had run out. After which, by the addition of a 
few years and a fupcrior underftanding, fhe became» 
and continued all her life a moft prudent occonomift ; 
yet ftill with a ftrong bent to the liberal fide, wherein 
ftie gratified herfelf by avoiding all expence in cloathf, 
(which fhe ever defpifed) beyond what was merely de- 
cent. Andy although her frequent returns of iickne/s 
were vqtj chargeable, except fees to phyficians, of 
which flie mtt with feveral {o generous that ftie could 
force nothing on them, (and indeed ftie muft otherwife 
have been undone ;) yet (he never was without a con- 
£derable fudi of ready money. Infomuch that, upon 
her death, when her neareft friends thought her very 
bare, her executors found in her ftrong-box about a 
hundred and fifty pounds in gold. She lamented the 
».iriov;nefs of her fortune in nothing fo much, as that 
it did not enable her to entertain her friends fo often, 
and in fo hofpitable a manner as (he dc fired. Yet they 
were always welcome; and, while flic was in health to 
direft, were treated with neatnefs and elegance : So 
that the revenues of her and her companion, paffed for 
much more confiderable than they really were. They 
lived always in lodgings, their domellics confifting of 
two maids and one man. She kept an account of all 
the family cxpenccs, from her arrival in Ireland to 
fomc months before her death ; aud fhe would often 
repine, when looking back upon the annals of her 
Aoulhold bills^ that every thing uccefTary for life waa 
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double the price, while intereft of money was funk al- 
moft to one half; fo that the addition made to her for- 
tune was indeed grown abfolutely neceffary. 

[ I fince writ as I found time.] 

But her charity to the poor was a duty not to be di- 
miniihed, and therefore became a tax upon thofe tradef- 
men who furnifh the fopperies of other ladies.' She 
bought cloaths as feldom as poffible, and thofe as plain 
and cheap as confided with the fituation fhe was in ; 
and wore jio lace for many years. Either her judgment 
or fortune was extraordinary, in the choice of thoie oa 
whom (he beHowed her charity ; for it went further ia 
doing good than double the fum from any other hand. 
And I have heard her fay, fhe always met with grati- 
tude from the poor : Which muft be owing to her (kill 
in diflingui(hing proper objeds, as well as her gracious 
manner in relieving them. 

But fhe had another quality that much delighted her« 
although it may be thought a kind of check upon her 
bounty ; however it was a pleafure (he could not refifl : 
I mean that of making agreeable prefents, wherein I 
never knew her equal, although it be an affair of as 
delicate a nature as mofl in the courfe of life. She 
ufed to define a prefent. That it was a gift to a friend 
of fbmething he wanted or was fond of, and which 
could not be cafily gotten for money. I am confident, 
during my acquaintance with her, fhe hath, in thefe 
and fome other kinds of liberality, difpofed of to the 
value of feveral hundred pounds. As to prefents made 
to herfelf, fhe received them with great unwillingncfs, 
but efpecially from thofe to whom fhe had ever given 
any ; being on all occafions the molt difinterefted mor- 
tal r ever knew or heard of. 

From her own difp6fition, at leafl as much as from 
the frequent want of health, fhe feldom made any vi- 
fits ; but her own lodgings, from before twenty years 
old, were frequented oy many perfons of the graver 
fort, who all refpe^led her highly, upon her good fenfe, 
good manners, and convcrfation. Among thefe were 
the late Primate Lindfay, Bifhop Loyd^ Bifhop Jflje^ 
Bifhop Browfiy Bifhop Stearn^ Bifhop PuU^n^ witK 
fome others of later date j and indctidL \\vt ^xt^Vi^ 
S 3 x^^\^K^;^^^ 
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number of her acquaintance was among the de 
Honour, truth, liberality, good nature, and modeity, 
were the virtues (he chiefly pofTefied, and naoft vz\\xcA 
in her acquaintance; and where (he found them, would 
be ready to allow for fome defeds, nor v&laed them 
lefs, although they did not ihine in learning or in wit^ 
but would never give the leaft allowance for any fai- 
lures in the former, even to thofe who made the gr^teft 
figure in either of the two latter. She had no nfe of 
auy pcrfon's liberality, yet her detefiation of covetouft 
people made her uneafy if fuch a one was in her com- 
pany ; upon which occafion fhe would fay many thingt 
very entertaining and humorous. 

She never interrupted any perfon who fpoke ; (he 
laughed at no miflakes they made, but helped them out 
with modedy ; and if a good thine were fpoken, but 
negledled, fbe would not let it fan, but let it in the 
belt light to thofe who were prefent. She liftened to 
all that was faid, and had never the leaft diftfa&ioo, 
or abfence of thought. 

Ft was not fafe nor prudent, in her prefence, to of- 
fend in the lead word againfl modefty ; for (he then 
gave full employment to her wit, her contempt, and 
rcfentment, under which even (Inpidity and brutality 
were forced to fmk into confufion ; and the guilty per- 
fon, by her future avoiding him like a bear pr a fatyr, 
was never in a way to tranfgrefs a fecond time. 

It happened one fingle coxcomb, of the pert kindt 
was in her company, among feveral other ladies ; and, 
in his flippant way» began to deliver fome double 
meanings : The reil flapt their fans, and nfed the o- 
ther common expedients pradUfed in fuch cafes, of ap- 
pearing not to mind or comprehend what wai faid. 
Her behaviour was very different, and perhaps may be 
cenfured. She faid thus to the man : " Sir, adl thefe 
** ladies and I underfland your meaning very well, ba^ 
** ving, in fpite of our care, too often met with thofe 
« of your fex who wanted manners and good ienfe. 
<< But, believe me, neither virtuous nor even viciou 
•< women love fuch kind of converfatipn. However* 
<^ I will leave you, and report your behavioor : And, 
<< whatever vifu I malce, 1 ihali firft inquire at the 

4jQor 
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«* door whether you are in the houfe, that I may be 
** fare to avoid you." I know not whether a majori- 
ty of ladies would approve of fuch a pioceeding ; but 
I believe the praftice of it would foon put an end to 
that corrupt converfation, the word tffeSt of dulnefs, 
ignorance, impudence, and vulgarity, and the highefl af- 
front to the modeily and underflanding of the female 
fex. 

By returning very few vifits, fhe had not much com- 
pany of her own fex, except thofe whom ihe moil lo- 
ved for their eafinefs, or efleemed for their good fenfe ; 
and thofe, not infixing on ceremony, came often to 
her. But (he rather chofe men for her companions, 
the ufual topics of ladies difcourfe being fuch as ihe had 
little knowledge of, and lefs relifh. Yet no man was 
upon the rack to entertain her, for /he eafily defcend- 
ed to any thing that was innocent and diverting. 
News, politics, cenfure, family-management, or town- 
talk, fhe always diverted to fomething elfe ; but theie 
indeed feldom happened, for ihe chofe her company 
better : And therefore many, who miftook her and 
themfelves, having foUicited her acquaintance, and 
finding themfelves difappointed after a few vifits, 
dropt off J and ihe was never known to inquire into 
the reafon, or afk what was become of them. 

She was never pofitive in arguing, and fhe ufually 
treated thofe who were fo, in a manner which well 
enough gratified that unhappy difpofition ; yet in fuch 
a fort as made it very contemptible, and at the fame 
time did feme hurt to the owners. Whether this pro- 
ceeded from her eafinefs in general, or from her indif- 
ference to certain perfons, or from her defpair of mend- 
ing them, or from the fame practice wh^ch ihe much 
liked in Mr Addifofti \ cannot determine ; but when 
fhe faw any of the company very warm in a wrong 
opiniani ^^ was more inclined to confirm them in it 
than oppofe them. The excufe fhe commonly gave 
when her friends afkcd the reafon, was, That it prevent- 
ed noife, and faved time. Yet I have known her very 
angry with fome whom ihe much efleemed, for fome- 
times falling into that infirmity. 
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She loved Ire/and much better than the generality of 
thofe who owe both their birth and riches to it ; and, 
having brought over all the fortune (he had in mone)% 
left the reveriion of the beft part of it, one thX)ufand 
pounds, to Dr Stephens^ Hofpital. She detefted the 
tyranny and injuftice of England, in their treatment of 
this kingdom. She had indeed reaibn to love a coun- 
try, where Ihe had the efteem and friendfliipof all who 
knew her, and the univerfal good-report of all 
who ever heard of her, without one exception, if | 
am told the truth by thofe who keep general conver* 
fation. Which charafter is the more extraordinary, 
in falling to a perfon of fo much knowledge, wit, and 
vivacity, qualities that are ufcd to create envy, and 
confequently cenfure; and mull be rather imputed to 
her great modcfty, gentle behaviour, and inofFenfivc- 
nefs, than to her fuperior virtues. 

Although her knowledge, from books and company, ' 
wa* much more cxtenfive than ulually falls to the fliare 
of her fex; yet (he was fo far from makirig a parade 
of it, that her female viiitants, on their firil acquain- 
tance, who expedltd to difcover it, by what they call 
hard words and deep difcourfe, would be fometimes 
difappointcd, and (ay, they found fhe was like other 
women. But wife men, through all her modedy, 
whatever they difcourfed on.. couL:! eaflly obfervc that 
Ihe underftood them v^ry well, by the judgment (hewn 
in her obfervations as well as in her quefiions. 
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EDUCATION OF LADIES. 

THERE is a fubjed of controverfy which I 
have frequently met with, in mixt and feleft 
companies of both fexes, and feme times only of men ;. 
whether it be prudent to chufe a wife, who hath good 
natural fenfe, fome tafte of wit andhamour, fufficiently 
verfed in her own natural language, able to read and 
to relilh hiftory, books of travels, moral or entertaining 
difcourfed, and be a tolerable judge of the beauties in 
poetry. This queilion is generally determined in the 
negative by the women themfelvcsy but almoll univer- 
fally by the men. 

We mufl obferve, that, in this debate, thofe whom 
we call men an J women of faihion are only to be un- 
derflood, not merchants, tradcfmen, or others of fuch 
occupations, who are not fappofed to have fhared in a 
liberal education. I except likevvife all minifters of 
date, during their power, lawyers and phyficians in 
great pradice, perfons in fuch employments as take up 
the greater part of the day, and perhaps fome other 
conditions of life which I cannot call to mind. Nei- 
ther muft 1 forget to except all gentlemen of the army, 
from the General to the Enfign; becaufe thofe qualifica- 
tions above-mentioned, in a wife, are wholly out of 
their element and comprehenfion ; together with all 
mathematicians, and gentlemen lovers of raufic, me- 
taphyficians, virtuofi, and great talk.'rs, who have all 
amufements enough of their own. All thefe put toge- 
ther will amount to a great number of advesfaries,. 
whom I fhall have no occaiion to encounter, becaufe I 
am already of their fcntiments. Thofe perfons, whom 
I mean to include, are the bulk of lords, knights, and 
fquircs throughout Englandy whether they refide be- 
tween the town and country, or generally in either. 
I do alfo include thofe of the clergy, who have tolera- 
bly good preferments in London^ or any oth^r parts of 
the kingdom. 
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The moil material arguments that I have met with, 
on the negative fide of this great queftion, are what I 
fhall now impartially report, in as Arong a light as I 
think they can bear. 

It is argued. That the great end of marriage is pro- 
p<iiT«tion : That, confequently, the pnncipal baiineis 
of a wife is to breed children, and to take care of them 
in their infancy : That the wife is to look to her^fami- 
ly, watch over -the fervants, fee that they do their 
work : That (he be abfent from her houfe as little u 
pnffible: I'hat (he is anfwerable for every thing amiis 
in the family : That (he is to obey all the lawful com- 
mands of her husband ; and vific, or be vifitcrd, by no 
perfons whom he difapproves. That her whole bufi- 
ncls, it wcil performed, will take up moft hours of the 
day : That the greater (he is, and the more fervants 
(he keepo, her infpcdion mall increafc accordingly. 
For, as a family reprcfents a kingdom, ib the wife,, 
wiio is her hu.sband*s firll minider, muft, under him, 
diredl all the officerb of State, even to the loweft ; and 
report their behaviour to her husband, as the firft mi- 
nliler does to his pnnce. That fuch a ftation reooxro 
much time, and thought, and order ; and, if welt exe- 
cuted, leaves but little time for vi(its or diverfioos. 

That a humour of reading books, excepting thofe of 
devotion or houfewifery, is apt to turn a woman's 
brain. That plays, romances, novels, and love-poems, 
are only proper to indrudt them how to carry on an in- 
trigue. I hat all affedlation of knowledge, beyond 
what is merely domeilic, renders them vain,, conceited, 
ani pretending. That the natural levity of women 
wants ball a ft ; and, when (lie rnce begins to think 
(lie knows more than others of her fex, (he will begin 
to defpife her husbanJ, and grow fond of every cox- 
comb who pretends to any knowledge in books. Thai 
(he will learn I'cholallic words ; make herfeU ridiculous 
by pronouncing them wrong, and applying them ab- 
furdly in all companies. Thar, in the mean time, her 
houlhold aiFairs, and the care of her children, will be 
wholly laid adde ; her toilet will be crowded with all 
the under-wics, where the conveifation, will pais in 
cruicliing oa the lull pl.iy or poem that cuhita out, and 

■ ihe 
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flic will be careful to remember all the remarks that 
were made, in order to retail them in the next vifitj efpe- 
cially in company who know nothing of the matter. 
That (he will have all the impertinence of a pedant, 
without the knowledge ; and, for every new acquire- 
ment, will bccrfmc fo much the worfe. 

To fay the truth, that fhameful and almoft univcrfal 
ncgleft of good education among our nobility, gentry, 
and indeed among all others who are born to good 
eftates, will make this efTay of little ufc to the prcfcnt 
age : For, confidering the modern way of training up 
both fcxcs in ignorance, idlenefs, and vice, it is of lit- 
tle confcquence how they are coupled together. And 
then fore my fpcculations on this fubjett can be only 
of ufe to a fmall number : For, in the prefent fituation 
of the world, none but wife and good men can fail of 
miffing their match, whenever they are difpofed to 
marry 5 and, confequently, there is no reafon for com- 
plaint on either fide. The forms by which a hulband 
and wife arc to live, with regard to each other and to 
the world, arc fufficicntly known and fixed, in direft 
contradidion to every precept of morality, religion, or 
civil inftitution : It would be therefore an idle attempt 
to aim at breaking fo firm an eftablifhment. 

But as it fometimes happen 5, that an elder brother 
dies late enough to leave the younger at the univerfity, 
after he hath made fome progrcfs in learning ; if we 
fuppofe him to have- a tolerable eenius, and a defire to 
improve it, he may confequently learn to value and 
cfteem wifdom and knowledge wherever he finds them, 
even after his father's death, when his title and eftate 
come into his own pofieffion. Of this kind, I reckon, 
by a favourable computation, there may pofiibly be 
found, by a ftrid fearch among the nobility and gen- 
try throughout England^ about ^iv^ hundred. Among 
thofe of all other callings or trades, who are able to 
maintain a fon at the univerfity, about treble that 
number. The fons of clergymen bred to learning with 
any fuccefs, muft, by reafon of their parents poverty, 
be very inconfidcrable, many of them being only ad- 
mitted fervitors in colleges, (and confequently provvtv^ 
good for nothing:) I Siall therefore covxvit. tYv^rft. xo \i^ 
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not above fo urfcore. But, to avoid fradions, 1 fliail 
fuppofe there may poflibly be a round number of two 
thoufand male human creatures in England (including 
Wales J ^ who have a tolerable fliare of reading and good 
fenfe. I include in this Jifl all perfons of fuperior abi- 
lities, or great genius, or true judgment and tafte, or 
of profound literature, who, I am confident, we may- 
reckon to be at leaft five and twenty. 

I am very glad to have this opportunity of doing an 
honour to my country, by a computation which 1 am 
afraid foreigners may conceive to be partial ; when, 
out of only fifteen thoufand families of lords and eftated 
gentlemen, which may probably be their number, I 
luppofe one in thirty to be tolerably educated, with a 
fufRcient (hare of good fenfe. Perhaps the cenfure may 
be juft. And therefore, upon cooler thoughts, to avoid 
all cavils, \ (hall reduce them to one thoufand, which, 
at leafl, will be a number fufficient to fill both Houfes 
of Parliament. 

The daughters of great and rich families, computed 
after the fame manner, will hardly amount to above 
half the number of the male : Becaufe the care of their 
education is either left entirely to their mothers, or 
they are fent to boarding- fchools, or put into the hands 
of Englijh or French governefles, and generally the 
worft that can be gotten for money. So that, after the 
reduftion I was compelled to, from two thoufand to 
one, half the number of well-educated nobilty and gen- 
try mull either continue in a fingle life, or be forced 
to couple themfelves with women for whom they can 
polTibly have no efteem ; I mean fools, prudes, co- 

?|uettes, gamefters, faunterers, endlefs talkers of non- 
enfe, fplenetic idlers, intriguers, given to fcandal and 
cenfure, * * * * * * * 
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Sbe<wing^.from 'vdi'ious Inftancesy that Hebrew, Greek^ 
and Latin> nuere deri'ued from tbf English. 

DURING the reign of parties, for about forty years 
pad, it is a melancrioly confideration to obferve 
how Philology hath been negleded, which was before 
the darling employment of the greateft authors, from 
the reftoration of learning in Europe, Neither do I re- 
member it to have b-.en cultivated, fince the Revolu- 
tion, by any one perfon, with great fuccefs, except our 
illuftrious modern liar, Dr Richard Bentley^ with whom 
the republic of learning muil expire ; as mathematics 
did with Sir Ijaac Newton. My ambition hath been 
gradually attempting, from my early youth, to be the 
holder of a rufh-light before that great luminary ; 
which, at leaft, might be of (bme little ufe during thofe 
fhort intervals, while he was fnuffing his candle^ or 
peeping with it under a bnihel. 

My prefent attempt is to aifert the antiquity of our 
Engltjh Tongue ; which, as I ihall undertake to prove 
by invincible arguments, . hath varied very little for 
thefe two thoufand iix hundred and thirty-four years 
pad. And my proofs will be drawn from etymology ; 
wherein I (hall ufe my readers much fairer than Pezron^ 
Skinnery Vorjligan, Camden^ and many other fuperficial * 
pretenders have done. For I will put no force upon 
the words, nor deiire any more favoor than to allow 
fdr the ufual accidents of corruption, or the avoidiw'^'a. 
cacophonia. . 

Vol. X. T WVvt;^ 
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I think I can make it manifeU to all impartial rea- 
ders, that our language, as we now fpeak it, was ori- 
ginally the fame, with thofe of the Je^t^ the Grgeks, and 
the Romansy however corrupted in fucceeding times by 
a mixture of barbarifms. I fhaH only produce, at pie- 
fent, two inftances among a thoufand from the Uum 
tongue. CUaca^ which they interpret a mcejjary-houfe^ 
is altogether an Englijh word, the laft letter a being, by 
the miftake of fome fcribe, transferred from the be- 
ginning to the end of the word. In the primitive or* 
thography it is called a cloac^ which^ had the fame fig- 
nification ; and dill continues fo at Edinburgh in Scot' 
land: Where a man in a cloacy or cloak, of large cir- 
cumference and length, carrying a convenient vcffel 
under it, calls out, as he goes through the fb^ets, Wba 
has need of me? Whatever cuflomer calls, the vcflcJ it 
placed in the corner of the ftreet, the closc^ or a cloak, 
iurrounds and covers him, and thus he is eafed with de- 
cency and fecrecy. 

The fecond inflance is yet more remarkable. The 
Latin word Jurfis fignjficth nafty^ or filthy. Now thii 
word Turpis is a plain compofition of two Englifo woids ; 
only, by a fy ncope, the laft letter of the firft fyllahle, 
which is dy is taken out of the middle, to prevent the 
jarring of three confonants together: And thefe two 
Englift) words exprefs the two moft unfeemly excre- 
ments that belong to man. 

But although L could produce many other examples, 
equally convincing, that the Hebrenjus^ the Grteh^ and 
the Rfimans originally fpoke the fame language which 
we do at prefent ; yet I have chofen to confine myfclf 
chiefly to the proper names of perfons, becaofe I con- 
ceive they will be of greater weight to confirm what I 
advance ; the ground and reafon of thofe names being 
certainly owing to the nature, or fome diftingoilhing 
a£tion or quality in thofe perfons, and confeqnendy ex- 
preffed in the true antient language of the feveral peo- 
ple. 

I will begin with the Grecians ^ among whom die 
mod antient are the great leaders on both fides in the 
fiege of Troy, For it is plain from Homsr, that the 
Trojans fpoke Creek as well as the Grecians* Of thefe i 

latter, I 
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latter, Achilki was the moft valiant. This Hero was 
of a reftlefs unquiet nature, never giving himfelf any 
repofe either in peace or war ; and therefore, as Guy of 
IVarwck was called a Kill -cow, and another terrible 
man a Kill-devil, fo'this General was called A Kill- 
eafe, or deilroyer of eafe ; and at length, by corruption, 
Achilla. 

HeSor, on the other fide, was the braveft among the 
Trojam. He had deftroyed fo many of the Greeks, by 
hacking and tearing them, that his foldiers, when they 
faw him fighting, would cry out, " Now the enemy 
" will be hackt, now he will be tore,'' At laft, by 
putting both words together, this appellation was given 
to their leader, under the name of Hack-tore ; and, for 
the more commodious founding, HeSlor. 

Dionede, another Grecian captain, had the boldnefs 
to fight with Venusy and wound her ; whereupon the 
Goddefsy in a rage, ordered her fon Cupid 10 make this 
Hero be hated by all women, repeating it often that 
he ihould die a maid\ from whence, by a fmall change 
in orthography, he was called Diomede. And it is to 
be obferved, that the term Maiden-head is frequently, 
at this very day, applied to perfons of either fex. 

Ajax was, in fame, the next Grecian general to 
AchiUes, The derivation of his name from A Jakes, 
hoY^evcr afierted by great authors, is in my opinion, 
very unworthy both of them and of the Hero himfelf. 
I have often wondered to fee fuch learned men miftakc 
in fo clear a point. This Hero is known to have 
been a moft intemperate live, as it is ufual with fol- 
diers ; and, although he were not old, yet, by con - 
verfing with camp-ftrolcrs, he had got pains in his 
bones, which he pretended to his friends were only 
AgeUcbes ; but they telling the ftory about the array, 
as the vulgar always confound right pronunciation, 
he was afterwards known by no other name than 
Ajax. ^ ^ ..^ 

The next I (hall mention is Andromache^ the famou||k^ 
wife of ^(?«5or. Her father was a Scotch gentleman, ofa)"-'^ 
noble family ftill-fubfilling in that antient kingdom. But, ji 
bein^ a foreigner in Troy^ to which city he led Cotoa 
of his countrymen in the defence oi Priam, ^.'^ "D^Ct^* 
T 2 OretcnjM 
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Cretenjis learnedly obfervcs ; HeSor fell in love witi 
his daughter, and the father's name was Amlrenv MaC' 
kay. The young lady was called by the fame name, 
only a little foftened to the Grecian accent. 

Jfiyavax was the fon of HeBor and Andromache, 
When Troy was taken, this youne Prince had his head 
cut off, and his body tlirown to fwine. From thb fa- 
tal accidv^nt he had his name ; which hath» by a pecu- 
liar good fortune, been preferved entire, Jfiy^ an we. 
Mars may be mentioned among thefe, becaufe he 
fought againft the Greeks. He was called the God of 
War; and is defcribed as a fwearing, fwaggering, 
companion, and a great giver of rude language. For, 
when he was angry, he >^ould cry, " iLifs my a—fe^ 
** A/y fl--/^ in aband-box, Af|>«--^ all over :" Which 
he repeated fo commonly, tliat he got the appellation 
of My-a-'/e ; and, by a common abbreviation, M*ars: 
from whence, by leaving out the ipark ofeliiion* Mars: 
And this is a common praddce aniong us at prefent; 
as in the words D*anafers, D'auen/iort, D'ofiiy, which are 
no.v written Danversy Daienfcrt^ Dasiby, and many 
others. 

The next is Hercules^ otherwifc called Alcides. Both 
thefe names arc Englijby with little alteration ; and de- 
fcribe the principal qualities of that Hero, who was 
diflinguifbed for being a flave to his mifh-eiTes, and at 
the fame time for his great ftrength and courage. 
Omphaky his chief miftrefs, ufed to call her lovers tier 
cullies \ and, becaufe this Hero was more and longer 
iubjefl to her than any other, he was in a particular 
ijiaiiner called the chief of her cullies ; which, by an 
cafy change, made the word Hercules, His other name 
Jld.ks was given him on account of his prowefs : For, 
in fight, he ufed to flrike on all fides ^ and was allowed 
on all fides to be the chief Hero of his age. For one 
of which reafons, he was called All fides ^ ot Alcidefi 
but 1 am inclined to favour the former opinion. 

A certain Grecian youth was a great imitator of So* 
crates ; which that philofopher obferving, with much 
pleafure, faid to his friends, ** There is an Apeo* mm 
9<wn days:' After which the young man was called 
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Epcmhondasy and proved to be the moft virtuous per- 
fon, as well as the greateft general of his age. 

Ucalegon was a very obliging inn-keeper o^Troy. 
When a gueft was going to take horfe, the landlord -fe,. 
took leave of him with this compliment, ** Sir, I fhall '' 
*' he g]7id 10 fee you ca/I agaift.^* Strangers, who knew 
not his right name, caught his laft words ; and thus, 
by degrees, that appellation prevailed, and he was • 
known by no other name even among his neighbours. 

Hydra was a great ferpent which Hercules flew. His 
ufual outward garment was the ra'w byde of a lion, and 
this he had on when he attacked the ferpent; which, 
therefore, took its name from the Ikin : The modefty 
of that Hero devolving the honour of his viftory upon 
the lion's fkin, calling that enormous fnake the Hyde^ 
raifj ferpent. 

Leda was the"mother of Caflor and Pollux ; whom 
Jupiter embracii^g in the (hape of a fwan, fhe laid 
a couple of eggs ; and was therefore called Laid a, or 
Leda, 

As to 7«y;/^ himfelf : It is well known that the 
ftatues and piftures of this Heathen God, in the Ro-^ 
man catholic countries, refemble thofe of St Veter^ 
and are ofteri taken the one for the other. The rea- 
fon is manifeft : For, when the emperors had eftablifh- 
ed Chriftianity, the Hfealhens were afraid of acknow- 
ledging their Heathen idols of the chief God, and pre- 
tended it was only a ftatute of the 'jevj Peter. And 
thus the principal Heathen God came to be called by 
the antient Romania with very little alteration, Jupiter. 

The Hamadryades are reprefeiited by miftaken anti- 
quity as Aj^wr/^ e/'/;^^ Groifcs, But the true account 
is this : I'hey were women of Calalria^ who dealt in 
bacon ; and, living near the fea-fide, ufecf to pickle 
their bacon in fait- water, and then fet it up to dry in 
the fun From whence they were properly called 
Ham a-'dry^a-daySy and, in piocefs of time, mif-fpclt 
Hamadryades^ 

Neptune, the God of the fca, had his name from the 
Tunes fuhg Vb him by Tritons, upon their ihcUs every 
neap or nep tide. The word is come dovjTV \o vi'^ Axs^^b^ 
uncorrupred, as well as that ot x\ia Tritons, V\s 'vvix- 
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vants ; who, in order to pleafe their mafter, uied to 
try all toticsy till thev could hit upon that he liked. 

Arijiotle was a Peripatetic phiiofopher, who uied to 
inflrudl his fcholars while he was walking. When the 
lads were come, he would arife to tell Uiem what he 
thought proper ; and was therefore called jiri/e to till. 
But fuccceding ages, who underftood not this ety- 
mology, have, by an abfurd change, made it Ari^ 
fiiile. 

Arifiophanes was a Greek comedian, full of levity, 
and g<ive himfelf too much freedom ; which made a 
graver people not fcruple to fay, that he bad a great 
deal of airy fluff in hi$ writings : And thefe words, 
often repeated, made fucceeding ages denominate him 
Arifiopbanes. Vide Rojin. Antiq. I. iv. 

Alexander the Great was very fond of eggs roafted in 
hot afhes. As foon as his cooks heard he was came 
home to dinner or fupper, they called aloud to their 
under- officers. All eggs under the Grate: Which, re- 
peated every day at noon and evening, made ilranws 
think it was that Prince's real name, and therefore 
gave him nn o:her ; and poilerity hath been ever Ance 
under the fame dcluiion. 

Pygmalion was a pcrfon of a very low ftature, but 
preat valour; which made his townfmen call him 
Pygmy lion : And fo it (hould be fpelt; although the 
word hath fufFered lefs by tranfcribers than many 
others. 

Archimedes was a mofl famous mathematician. His 
(ludies required much filence and quiet : Bat his wife 
having fevcral maids, they were always diflarbing him 
with their tattle or their bufinefs; which forced him 
to come out every now and then to the flair-head, and 
cry, ** Hark ye maids ^ if you will not be quiet, I 
** fhall turn you out of doors." He repeated thefe 
words, Hark ye maids ^ fo often, that the unlucky Jades» 
when they found he was at his ftudy, would fay. 
There is Hark ye maids^ let us fpeak fofdy:. Thus the 
name went throueh the neighbourhood ; and at laft, 
grew fo general, that we are ignorant of that great 
man's true name to this day. 

Sirmh 
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Straho was a famous geographer; and, to improve 
his knowledge, travelled over feveral countries, as the 
writers of his life inform us ; who likewife add, that 
he afFedled great nicenefs and finery in his cloaths : 
From whence people took occafion to call him the 
Stray heau ; which future ages h^ve pinned down upon 
him very much to his difhonour. 

Peloponnefusy that famous Grecian peninfula, got its 
name from a Greek colony in Afia the Lefs ; many of 
whom going for trafEc thither, and finding that the in- 
habitants had but one well in the town of * ♦ # *^ 
from whence certain porters ufed to carry the water 
through the city in great pails, fo heavy that they 
were often forced to fet them down for eafc ; the tired 
porters, after they had fet down the pails, and wanted 
to take them up again, would call for affiftance to ihofe 
who were neareft, in thefe words, Pat'/ up, and ea/e us. 
The flranger Greeks, hearing thefe words repeated a 
^thoufand times as they palled the flreet, thought the. 
inhabitants were pronouncing the name of their coun- 
try, which made the foreign Greeks call it Pelopenne/us^ 
a manifeft corruption of Pail up and ea/e us. 

Having mentioned fo many Grecians to prove my 
hypothefis, 1 ihall not tire the reader with producing 
an equal number of Romans y as I might eaiily do. 
Some few will be fufficient. 

Cafar was the greateft Captain of that empire : The 
word ought to be fpelt Seifer, becaufe he '/eifed on not 
only mo5 of the known world, but even the liberties 
of his own country : So that a more proper appellation 
could not have been given him. 

Cicero was a poor fcholar in the univerfity ^^ Athens ^ 

^ wherewith his enemies in Rome ufed to reproach him ; 

an J, as he pafT^d the ftreets, would call out, O Cijer^ 

Ci/er f A word flill ufed in Cambridge, and anfwers 

to a fervitor in Oxford, 

Anibal was a fworn enemy of the Romans^ and gained 
many glorious vidories over them. This name ap- 
pears at firft repeating to be a metaphor drawn from 
tw'nnis, expreiHng a (kilful gamefler, who can take aw^ 
ball I and is very juftly applied to fo renowned ^. ^cvtR.- 
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mander. Navigators are led into a ftrange miftake 
upon this article. We have ufunlly in oar fleet fbme 
large man of war, called the Anibal w ith ereat pro- 
priety, becaufe it is fo flrong that it may defy a»f hail 
from a cannon. And fuch is the deplorable igno* 
ranee of our feamen, that they mifcall it the Homy- 
halL 

Cartago was the moft famous trading city in the 
world ; where, in every ftreet, there was many a cart 
a goings probably laden with merchants eoods. Vide 
Alexander ab Alexandro^ and ^uidas upon the word Car- 
tago. 

The word Roman itfelf is perfectly EngU/ht like other 
words ending in man or men^ as Hangman* Drayman, 
Huntfraan, and feveral others. It was formerly fpcit 
Ro^-man, which is the fam6 with f^Foier^fjum. And 
therefore, when we read of Jefia (or, as it is corruptly 
fpelt, GfftaJ Romanorumy it is to be underftoftd of the 
rough manner oijefting ufed by watermen ; who, ajpon 
the fides of rivers, would row man or*um. This I 
think is clear enough to convince the moft incredu- 
lous. 

Mifcnthropvs was the name of an ill-natared maa, 
which he obtained by a cuftom of catching a great 
namber o^ mice^ then flmtting them up in a room and 
throwing a cat among them. Upon which his fellow 
citizens called him mice and tbronv pufs. The reader 
obferves how much the orthography hath been changed 
without altering the found .• ButVuch depravations wc 
owe to the injury of time, and grofs ignorance oftran- 
fcribers. 

Among the antients, fortune-telling by the ftars wa 
a very beggarly trade. The profeflbrs lay upon jftraw, 
and dieir cabbins were covered with the fame materials: 
Whence every on6 who followed that myftery was call- 
ed A firaiv lodger^ or a lodger in Uraw \ but, in the 
new fanglcd way of fpclling, Aflrologer. 

It is remarkable that the very word Diptbaug is whol- 
ly Englijh In former times fchoolboys Were challi- 
fed with thongs fattened at the head of a ftick. It was 
obferved that young lads were much puzzled with fpel- 
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]ing, and pronouncing words where two vowels came 
together, and were often corredled for their niiftakcs 
in that point. Upon thefe occaiions the mafter would 

dip his thongs ( as we now do rods) in p , which 

made that difficult union of vowels to be called Dip- 
tbong. 

Bucephalusy the famous horfc of Alexander^ was fo 
called becaufe there were many grooms employed about 
him, which fello^ws were always hujy in their office : 
and, becaufe the horfe had fo many hufy fellowoi about 
him, it was natural for thofe who went to the ftable to 
fay, ** Let us go to the bufy fello^ivs ;" by which they 
meant to fee that Prince's horfe. And, in proctfs of 
^ime, thefe words were abfurdly applied to the animal 
itfelf, which was thence- forth ilyled Dufy-fello^KiS, and 
very improperly Bucephalus. 

I fhall now bring a few proofs of the fame kind, to 
convince ray readers that our Englijh language was well ' 
known to the Je^s, 

Mo/esy the great leader of thofe people out of Egypt^ 
was in propriety of fpeech called Mowj-fias, becaufe 
he mowed the /eas down in the middle, to make a path 
for the Ijraelites, 

Abraham was a perfon of ftrong bones and finews, 
and a firm walker, which made the people fay. 
He was a man (in the Scotch phrafe, which comes 
neareft to the. old Saxon) of a bra ham ; that is, 
of ra brave Urong ham, from whence he acquired his 
name. 

The man whom the Jenvs Q2X\ed,Ba!am was a (hep- 
herd ; who, by often crying Ba to his lambs, was there- 
fore called Baalamb J or Balam. 

Ifaac is nothing elfe but Eyes ake ; becaufe the Tal* 
mudijis report that he had a pain in his eyes. Vide 
Ben-gorion and the Targum on Genejts. 

Thus 1 have'manifeftly proved, that the Greeks y the 
Romans, and the Jews, fpoke the language we now do . 
in England^, which is an honour to our country that 
I thought proper to fet in a true light, and yet 
hath not been done, as 1 haVe heard, by any other 
writer. 
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And thus I ventured (perhaps too temerariouily) to 
contriboie my mite to the learned world ; from whofe 
candour, if I may hope to receive fome approbation, 
it may probably give me encoaragemen^ to proceed on 
fome other fpeculations, if pouble, of greater im- 
portanre than what I now offer; and which have been 
the labour of many years, as wrl) as of conftant watch- 
ings, that I might be ufeful to mankind, and particular- 
ly to mine own country. 
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AND 

GOO D-B REEDING. 

GOOD-MANNERS is the art of making thofe 
people eafy with whom we converfe. 

Whoever makes the feweft perfons uneafy, is the 
belt bred io the company. 

As the bed law is founded npon reaibn, fo are the 
bell nnanners. And as (bme lawyers have introduced 
unreafonable things into common law ; fo likewife ma- 
ny teachers have introduced abfurd things into common 
good-manners. 

One principal point of this art is to fuit our beha- 
viour to the three feveral degrees of men ; our fuperiors, 
pur equak, and thofe below us. 

For inftance, to prefs either of the two former to eat 
or drink is a breach of manners ; but a trad.efman or a 
farmer muft be thus treated, or el/e it will be difficult 
to perfuade them that they are welcome. 

Pride^ ill-nature, and want of fenfe, are the three 
great fources of ill-manners ; without fome one of theie 
defers, 90 man will behave himfelf ill for want of ex- 
perience ; or of what, in the language of fools, is cal- 
led, .knowing the world. 

I defy any one to afiign an incident wherein reafba 
will not dirc& us what we are to fay or do in compa- 
ny, if we are not mifled by pride or ill-natat^* 
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Therefore I infifl thatgood-fenfe is the principal foun- 
dation of good-manners : But becaufe the former is a 
gift which very few among mankind are pofTefTed ofi 
therefore all the civilised nation* of the world have a^- 
greed upon filing feme rules for common behaviour, 
beil fuited to their general cuiioms, or fancies, as a kind 
of artificial good-fenfe to fupply the defedls of reafon. 
Without which, the gentlemenly part of dunces would 
be perpetually at cuffs, as they feldom fail when they 
happen to be drunk, or engaged in fquabbles about 
women, or play. And, God be thanked, there hardly 
happeneth a duel in a year, which may not be imputed 
to one of thofe three motives. Upon which account I 
fhould be exceedingly forry to find the legiflature make 
any new laws againil the pradlice of duelling; becaufe 
the methods are eafy, and many, for a wife man to a- 
void a quarrel with honour, or engage in it with inno- 
cence. And I can difcover no political evil in fuffer- 
Mjg bullies, fharpers, and rakes to rid the world of 
each other by a method of their own, where the law 
hath not been able to find an expedient. 

As the common forms of good-manners were intend- 
ed for regulating the conduit of thofe who have weak 
underllandings ; fo they have been corrupted by the 
perfons for whofe ufe they were contrived. For thefe 
people have fallen into ^ needlefs and endlefs way of 
multiplying ceremonies, which have been extremely 
tfroublefome to thofe who praftife them, and infupport- 
ablc to every body elfe : infomuch, that wife men are 
often more uneafy at the over-civility of thefe refiners, 
than they could poffibly be in the converfations of pea- 
fants or mechanics. 

The im pertinencies of this ceremonial behaviour are 
no wliere better feen than at thofe tables where ladies 
prefide ; who value themfelves upon account of their 
good- breeding ; where a man muft reckon upon paf- 
fing an hour without doing any one thing he hath a 
• mind to; unlefs he will be fo hardy as to breakthrough 
all the fettled decorum of the family. She determineth 
what he loveth bell, and how much he fhall eat ; and 
if the mafter of the houfe happeneth to be of the fame 
tfj/pp/Idon, Aeproceedcth iu the fame tyrannical man- 
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ner to prefcribc in the drinking part : At the fame time 
you are under the neceiCty of anfwering a thoufand a- 
pologies for your entertainment. And although a good 
deal of thi^ humour is pretty well worn off among ma- 
ny people of the beft fafliion, yet too much of it flill re- 
maineth, efpecially in the country ; where an honeA 
gentleman aiTured me, that having been kept four days 
againft his will at a friend's houfe, with all the circum- 
(lances of hiding his boots, locking up the ftable, and 
other contrivances of the like nature, he could not re- 
member from the moment he came into the houfe, to 
the moment he left it, any one thing, wherein his in- 
clination was not diredly contradicted ; as if the whole 
family had entered into a combination to torment 
him. 

But, besides all this, it woald be endlefs to recount 
the many fooliHi and ridiculous accidents I have ob- 
fcrved among thefe unfortunate profelvtes to ceremony. 
I have feen a Dutchefs fairly knocked down by the 
recipitancy of an officious coxcomb, running to fave 
er the trouble of opening a door. I remember upon 
a birth-day at court, a great lady was utterly difcon- 
folate by a di(h of fauce let fall by a page diredly up- 
on her head-drefs and brocade ; while me gave a fud- 
den turn to her elbow upon fome point of ceremony 
with the perfon who fat next to her. Monfienr Bujs^ 
the Dutch envoy, whofe politics and manners were 
much of a fize, brought a ion with him, about thirteen 
years old, to a great table at court. The boy and his 
father, whatever they put on their plates, they firft of- 
fered round in order, to every perfon in the company^ 
fo that we could not get a minute's quiet during the 
whule dinner. At laft their two plates happened t9 
encounter, and with fo much violence, that being chi- 
na, they broke in twenty pieces, and ftained half the 
company with wet fweet-meats and cream. 

There is a pedantry in manners, as in all arts and 
fciences; and fometimes in trades. Pedantry is pro- 
perly the over-rating any kind of knowledge we pre- 
tend to. And if that kind of knowledge be a trifle in 
itfelf, the pedantry is the greater, ^ox which reafon 
I look upon fidlers, dancing-mailers^ herald%> nva^^j^x^ 
Vol. X. XJ ^"i 
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of the ceremony, iic to be greater pedants than Lip- 
Jius^ or the elder Scaliger. With thefe kind of pedanti» 
the court, while I knew it, was always plentifully 
Hocked : I mean from the gentleman- u (her (at lea ft) in- 
duiive, downward to the gentleman-porter ; who are, 
generally (peaking, the mod intignificant race of peo- 
jle that this ifland can afford, and i^ith the fnialleft 
tir.c'.ure of good -manners ; which is the only trade they 
prcfef-. For being wholly illiterate, and converfing 
chiefly with each other, they reduce the whole fyf(em 
of breeding within the forms and circles of their feve- 
rnl offices : and as they are below the notice of mini- 
f^crs, they liv^ and die in court under all revoluticn;, 
M iih grert obfequioufnefs to thofe who are in any de- 
cree of credit or favour, and wi:h rudenefs and info- 
Icnce to every body clfe. From whence I have long 
corckdec', that good n:arr.ers are not a plant of the 
court growth : for if they were, thofe people who have 
undcrltandings dirc^ly of a level for fuch acquire- 
ments, and who have ferved fuch long apprenticefhips 
to nothing elfe, would certainly have picked them ap. 
For as to the great officers who attend the Prince's per- 
fon or councils, or prefide in his family, they are a 
tranfiCLt body, who have no better a title to good- man- 
neis, than their ntiohbours, nor will probably have 
recourfe to gcntlenien uf?.ers for inftrudlion. So that 
I knov/ little to be learned at court upon this head, ex- 
cept in the material circumftance of drefs ; wherein the 
authority of the maids of honour mud indeed be allow- 
ed to be almoft equal to that of a favourite adtrefs. 

I remember a pafTage my Lord Bohttghroke told me, 
that going to receive Prirce Lugene of Sa*voy at his land- 
irg, m orcer to condudl him immediately to the Queen, 
the Prince laid he was much concerned that he could 
not fee her Majefty that night ; for Monlieur Hoffman 
(who was then by) had aSurcd his Highncfs that he 
could not be admitted into her prefence with a tied-np 
pcriuig; that his equipage was not arrived, and that 
he had endeavoured irj vain to borrow a long one a- 
mong all his valets and pages. My Lord turned the 
matter to a jeft, and brought the Prince to her Majefly ; 
for which he was highly ccnfurcd by the whole tribe 

Qf 



GOO D-M A N N E.R S, l^c. 231 

of gentlemen- ufhers; among whom MotSxtxix H$ffman^ 
an old dull refidcnt of the Emperor's, had picked up 
this material pointof ceremony ; and which, I believe, 
was the beft leiTon he had learned in ^\^ and twenty 
years refidence. 

I make a difference between good- manners and good- 
breeding ; although, in order to vary my exprefTion, I 
am fometimes forced to confound them. By the firft, 
I only underftand the art of remembering, and apply- 
ing certain fettled f )rms of general behaviour. But 
good-breeding is of a much larger extent ; for befides 
an uncommon degree of literature fjfHcient to qualify 
a gentleman for reading a play, or a political pam- 
phlet, it taketh in a great compafs of knowledge ; no 
Icfs than that of dancing, fighting, gaming, making 
the circle of Italy, riding the great horfe, and fpeaking 
French;, not to mention foms other fecondary, or Tub- 
al tern accomplilhmcnt^, which are more eafily ac- 
quired. So that the difference between good breeding 
and irf^od-manners lieth in this; that the former can- 
not be attained to by die bell underfiandings without 
Hudy and labour : whereas a tolerable degree of reafoa 
will inflrudk us in every part of good-manners without 
other affiflance. 

I can think of nothing more ufeful upon this fubje^l, 
than to point out fome particulars wherein the very ef- 
fentials of good- manners are concerned, the negledt or 
perverting of which doth very much difturb the good 
commerce of the world, by introducing a traffic ofmu- 
tual uneafinefs in moft companies. 

Fiffi, A necefTary part of good-manners is a punc- 
tual obfervancc of time at our own dwellings, or thofe 
of others, or at third places; whether upon matter of 
civility, bufinefs, ordiverfion; which rule, though it 
be a plain diftate of common rcafon, yet the greatefl 
minifler * I ever knew, was the greatefl trefpaffer a- 
gainft it; by which all his bufinefs doubled upon him, 
and placed him in acontinual arrear. Upon which I often 
ufed to rally him as deficient in point of good-manners. 
I have known more than one ambaflador, and fecreta- 
U 2 ry 

« RoBiRT HailiTi EmI oi Oxford, "Loi^'W\^t\«S>wftx \» 
Queen Axiss^ 
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jy of flate, with a very moderate portion of intelle^luals, 
execute their offices with good fuccefs and applaafe by 
the mere force of exadlnefs and regularitj. If you duly 
obferve time for the fcrvicc of another, it doubles the 
obligation; if upon your own account, it would be 
manifeft folly, as well as ingratitude, to negle£l it ; if 
both are concerned to make your equal or inferior at- 
tend on you to his own diiadvantage, it is pride and 
iDJuftice. 

Ignorance of forms cannot properly be Ililed ill-man- 
ners ; becaufe forms are fubjeA to frequent changes ; 
and confequently, being not founded upon reafon, are 
beneath a wife man's regard. Beiides, they vary in c- 
vcry country ; and after a fhort period of time very fre- 
quently in the fame : So that a man, who travelleth, 
mil ft needs be at firft a llranger to them in every court 
through which he pafTeth; and, perhaps, at his return, 
as much a flranger in his own ; and, after all, they are 
eafier to be remembered or forgotten than faces, or 
names. 

Indeed, among the many im pertinencies that fupec- 
ficial young men bring with them from abroad, .this 
bigotry of forms is one of the principal, and more pre- 
dominant than the reft ; who look upon them not on- 
ly as if they were matters capable of admitting of choice, 
but even as points of importance ; and therefore zea- 
lous upon all occafions to introduce and propagate the 
new forms and fafhions they have brought back 
M ith them : So that, ufually fpeaking, the word-bred 
perfon in the company is a young traveller juft return- 
ed fioin abroad. 
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LETTER 

^ TO THE 

WRITER of the Oc CAS I ON A L Pap ERi! 

[]Vide the Craftsman, 1727-3 

SIR,. 

ALTHOUGH, in one of your Papers, you declare a» 
intention of turning them, duriiig the dead fca- 
fon of the year, into accounts of domeftic and foreign 
intelligence ; yet I think we, your correfpondents, 
fhould not underftand your meaning fo literally, as if 
you intended to rejedl inferting any other paper, which 
might probably be ufeful for the public. Neither, in- 
deed, am I fully convinced that this new courfe you 
refolve to take, will render you more fecure than your 
former laudable pradice, of inferting fuch fpeculations 
as were fent you by fcveral well-wifhers to the good of 
the kingdom ; however grating fuch notices might be 
to fome, who wanted neither power nor inclination to 
refent them at your coft. For, fince there is a direct 
law againft fpreading falfe news, if you fhould venture 
10 tell U3 in one of the Craftfmen that the Dey o{ AU 
giers had got the tooth-ach, or the King o^ Bavtam - 
had taken a purge^ and the fadls fhould be contradidled 
in fucceeding pacquets ; I do uot fee what plea you 
could offer to avoid the utmoil penalty of the law, be- 
caufe you are not fuppofed to be ytvj gracious among 
thofe who are moil able to hurt you. 

Befides, as 1 take your intentions to be fincerely 
meant for the public fervice, {o your original method 
of entertaining and inftructing us v^Vii >a^ mott ^w^x-^ 
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and more ufeful in this feafon of the year, wheo peo- 
ple are retired to amufements more cool, more inno- 
cent, and much more reafoiiable than thofe they have 
left; when their pafiions are fubfided or fufpended ^ 
when they have no occafions of inflaming themfelves, 
or each other ; where they will have opportunities dF 
hearing common fenfe, every day in the week, from 
their tenants or neighbouring farmers, and thereby be 
qualified, in hours of rain or lefure, to read and con- 
iider the advice or information you iball fend them. 

Another weighty reafon why you (hould not alter your 
manner of writing, by dwindling to a news-monger, 
is becaufe there is no fufpenfion of arms agreed on be- 
tween you and your adverfaries, who fight with a fort 
of weapons which have two wonderful qualities, that 
they are never to be worn out, and are befl wielded by 
the weakeft hands, and which the poverty of our lan- 
guage forceth me to call by the trite appellations of 
Scurrility, Slander, and Btllingfgate. I am far from 
thinking that thefe gentlemen, or rather their em- 
ployers, (for ' the operators themfelves are too obfcare 
to be gueiTed at) (hould be anfwered after their own 
way, although it were poflible to drag them out of their 
obfcurity ; but I wiih you would inquire what real a(e 
fuch a condud is to the caufe they have been {o large- 
ly paid to defend. The author of the three firft Occa- 
ilonal Letters, a perfon altogether unknown, hath been 
thought to glance (for what reafons he beft knows) at 
fome public proceedings, as if they were not agreeable 
to his private opinions. In anfwer to this, the pam- 
phleteers retained on the other fide are inftru£led by 
their fuperiors, to fingle out an adverfary, whofe abi- 
lities they moil have reafon to apprehend, and to load 
himfelf, his family, and friends, with all the infamy 
that a perpetual converfation in Bridewell^ Newgmte, 
and the (lews could furni(h them ; but, at the fame 
time, fo very unluckily, that the moft diilinguifhing 
parts of their characters (Irike diredtly in the face of 
their benefador, whofe idea prefenting itfelf along wkb 
his guineas perpetually to their imagination, occafion- 
cd tliis defperate blunder. 

Bvt, 
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But» allowing this heap of flander to be truth, and 
applied to the proper perfon ; what is to be the confe-^ 
quence ? Are our public debts to be the fooner paid ; 
the corruptions that author complains of to be the fooner 
cured ; an honoarable peace, or a glorious war the 
more likely to enfue ; trade to flourifh ; the Ofiend com- 
pany to be demoliihed 5 Gibraltar and Port-Mahen left 
entire in our pofTeflSon ; the balance of Europe to be pre- 
ferved ; the malignity of parties to be for tver at ah 
end ; none but perfons of merit, virtue, genius, and 
learning to be encouraged ? I aik, whether any of thefe 
efFedls will follow upon the publication of this author's 
libel, even fuppoiing he could prove every fyllable of 
it to be true ? 

At the fame tiire, I am well afluredi that the only 
reafon of afcrtbing thofe papers to a particular perfon» 
is built upon the information of a certain pragmatical 
fpy of quality, well known to a6t in that capacity by 
thofe into whofe company he iniinuates himfelf ; a fort 
of perfons who, although without much love, elleem, 
or dre?d of people in prefent power, yet have too much 
common prudence to fpeak their thoughts with free- 
dom before fuch an intruder ; who, therefore, impofes 
grofsly upon his mailers, if he makes them pay for any 
thing bat his own conjediures. 

It is a grievoub miflake in a great miniiler to negleft 
or defpife, much more to irritatcf, men of genius and 
learning. I have heard one of the wifeft perfons in my 
time obferve, that an admin iilration was to be known 
and judged by the talents of thofe who appeared their 
advocates in print. This I muft never allow to be a 
general rule ; yet 1 cannot but think it prodigiouily un- 
fortunate, that, among the anfwerers, defenders, re- 
pliers, and panegyrifts, darted up in defence of pre- 
fent perfons and proceedings, there hath not yet arifen 
one whofe labours we can read with patience, however 
we may applaud their loyalty and good -will. And all 
this with the advantages of conflant ready pay, of na- 
tural and acquired venom, and a grant of the whole 
fund of^ flander^ to range over and riot in as they 
pleafe. 
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On the other uJe, a turbulent writer of Occafional 
I.encTf. ar.J other vexiriona papers, in conjunAion 
f<">..ips u:ch ens or two friends as bad as hinifclf, is 
.''>!«" r> J-.rvOcicfrt, teazc, and four us whenever he 
t\ 7.x« £:. :::;rely bv the tlrength of genius and tiuth; 
t'd ar:%r To »ie\troui a manner, that, when we are 
f r\r^ to :>.j t'c;:!. ard wtll know the reafons why we 
a.v -.0. »c JLrf au'^imtd to own the Erft. and cannot tel! 
h^*^^ r.' tf\-f^r«:2< c'-c o:her. In a word, it feems to me 
ch4: a;*. :'e «i^i^:-s «re on one fide, and all the railers 
«r. i'-c o:h*r. 

Hc'v^^ cr. I ic not pretend to a/Iert, that ic is im- 
Ts-rMe fv>r An M n'.in»tler r» hnd men of wit who majr 
K «>-!r.iwr.. by a very valuable confideration, to under- 
ti'&r h:^ cefeccc : bur the misfortune is, that the heads 
cr' -J. h HTiten rtb^l aga;:-.ft their hearts ; their genius 
fv: Vike> them, when dtly uouid olFer to proftitute it to 
thf fcrvioe of inj uftice. coTupdon, party -rage, and 
ti! c rrpreferticior.* of th n^s and perfons. 

Ani vx-.s is the bell drguoi.nt I can offer in defence of 
great ir.cu, u hv> hAve been of late fo very unhappy in. 
the choree of their pa -Mrr- champions ; although I can- 
r. c n:uok coiumfnd tJir:r good husbandry, in thoie 
evorbi.mt pi\ir.ei:c< ol twenty and fixty guineas at a 
t:::K' t^T i Kufvy ramphJ^it ; fince the fort of work they 
rc^u'rr :$ wh.u \\:11 ;ili cotne \v;thin the talent-* of any 
or.c uho h .t:i cnjoved tnc hfippinols ot a vgry badedo- 
cacion, h«th kept ;he v:Irll company, is endowed with 
a kT* lie tpi.it, is malKr of an empty purfc, and a heart 
full of IT. a! ice. 

Eut, to fpcrak the truth in f')bcrne fs ; it fiiould feea 
a litcie harJ, (incc tlio olJ Whi^gr'.h principle haih been 
recalled of ilundin^ up tW the iibctty of the preis, to 
a degree thnt no man, toT icve.al years pall, durll ven- 
ture ojta tliou^hi which did not Iquare to a point with 
the maxims and pr.fiiLvs th.it then prevailed : J fay, 
it is a little hard (hat tne vilell mercenaries fhonld be 
countenanced, prererred, rewarded, for difcharging their 
brural.t.es againll men of honour, only upon a bare 
conjecture. 

If :t fh^uld happen that thefe profligates have at- 
tacked an innotcut ^^cifou, \. aflt nnVvj^ ^AX\5»^^€\iQTL can 
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their hirers give in return ? Not all the wealth raked to- 
l^ether by the moft corrupt rapacious miniftcrs, in the 
longeft courfe of unlimited power, would be fufficient 

' to atone for the hundredth part of fuch an injury. 

In the common way of thinking, it is afituation fuf- 
ficient in all cpnfcience to fatisfy a reafonable ambition, 
for a private perfon to command the lawf, the forces, 
the revenues of a great kingdom, to reward and ad- 
vance his followers and flatterers as he pleafes, and to 
keep his enemies (real or imaginary) in the dufl. In 
fuch an exaltation, why fhould he be at the trouble to 
make ufe of fools to found his praifes, (becaufe I always 
thought the lion was hard fet, when he chofe the afs 
for his trumpeter) or knaves to revenge his quarrels^ 
at the expence of innocent mens reputations ? 

With all thofe advantages, I cannot fee why perfons, 
in the height of power, fliould be under the leaft con- 
cern on account of their reputation, for which they 

. have no manner of ufe ; or to ruin that of others, which 
may perhaps be the only poffeffion their enemies have 
left them. Suppoiing times of corruption, which 1 am 
very far from doing, if a writer difplays them in their 
proper colours, does he do any thing worfe than fend- 
ing cuftomers to the fhop ? Here only, at the fign 
of the Braxtn Head^ are to be fold places and penfions : 
Beware of counterfeits, and take care of miflaking the 
door. 

For my own part, I think it very unneceflary to give 
the charadler of a great minifter in the fulnefs of his 
power, becaufe it is a thing that naturally does iticlf^ 
and is obvious to the eyes of all mankind ; for his per* 
fonal qualities are all derived into the moft minute parts 
of his adminiflration. If this be juft, prudent, regu- 
lar, impartial, intent upon the public good, prepared 
for prefent exigencies, and provident of the future ; 
fuch is the dire^or himfelf in his private capacity : (f 
it be rapacious, infolent, partial, palliating long and 
deep difeafes of the public with empirical remedies, 
falfe, difgutfed, impudent, malicious, revengeful ; you 
(hall infdlibly find the private life of the conduc* 
tor to anfwer in every point ; nay, what is raore> every 
twinge of the gout or gravel will ba fdx.*vti ^wt caxi^^- 
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quences by the community : As the thief-catcher^ tkp^tt 
viewing a houfe broke open, could immediately dif- 
tinguifh, from the manner of the >^orkman(hipy hf 
what hand it was done. 

It is hard to form a maxim againft which an excep* 
tion is not ready to ftart up : So, in the prefent caie, 
where the minider gcows enormoufly rich, the public 
IS proportlonably poor ; as, in a private family,' the 
Aeward always thrives the fafUft when his Lord is run^^ 
ning out. 

• • « • « # 

# • # # 1^ 
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LETTER 

T O 

A MEMBER of PARLIAMENT 

Iff IRELAND, 

Upon the chuung a new S p i a k s r there* 

Written in the Year 170?. 

S I R. 

YO U may eafily believe I am not at all furprifed- 
at what you tell roe, fince it is but a confirma- 
tion of my own conjefture that I fcnt you iafl week, 
and made you my reproaches upon it at a venture. It 
looks exceeding ftrange, yet 1 believe it to be a great 
truth, that, in order to carry a point in your Houfe, 
the two* following circumftances aie of great advan- 
tage : Firft^ To have an ill caufe; and, fecondlj, to be 
a minority. For both thefe circumflances are extreme- 
ly apt to invite men, to make them afTiduous in their 
attendance, watchful of opportunities, zealous for 
gaining over profe!ytes, and often fuccefsful ; which is 
not to be wondered at, when favour and intereft are on 
the fide of their opinion : Whereas, on the contrary, 
a majority with a good caufe are negligent and fupine* 
They think it fufucient to declare themfelve$ upon opi- 
nion in favour of their party ; but, failing againft the 
tide of favour and preferment, they are cafily i'cattered 
and driven back. In ihort, they want a common prin- 
ciple to cement, and motive to fpirit them. For the 
bare ading upon a principle from the dici2ct<&% o^^^^^^ 
confcience, or profpe^ offervina t\ie lp^\>V\c^v^VJ\Ti^^-^ 
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very far under the prefent difpolitions of mankind. 
This was amply verified laft feifions of parliament* 
upon occafion of the money bill, the merits of Which 
I (hall not pretend to examine. It is enough that» 
upon the firft news of its tranfmifiion hither, in the 
form it afterwards appeared, the members, upon dif- 
courfe with their friends, feemed unanimous againft 
it, I mean thofe of both parties, except a. few, who 
were looked upon as perfons ready to go any lengtht 
prefcribed them by the court. Yet, with only a weak 
canvafling among a very few hands, the bill pad:, after 
a full debate, by a very great majority. Yet, I be- 
lieve, you will hardly attempt perfuading me, or any 
body elfe, that one man in ten, of thofe who changed 
their language, were moved by reafons any way afle£t« 
ing the merits of the caufe, but merely through hope, 
fear, indolence, or good-manners. Nay, I have been 
afTured from good hands, that there was f^ill a number 
fufHcient to make a majority againfl the bill, if they 
had not apprehended the other fide to be fecure, and 
therefore thought it imprudence, by declaring them« 
felves, to difoblige the government to no purpofe. 

Reflefling upon this and forty other paflages, in the 
feveral Houfes of Commons fince the Revolution, 
makes me apt to think there is nothing a Chief Go« 
Temor can be commanded to attempt here wherein ho 
may not fucceed, with a very competent (hare of ad« 
drefs, and with fuch affi dance as he will always find 
ready at his devotion. And therefore I repeat what I 
faid at firft, that I am not at all furprifed at what you 
tell me. For, if there had been the leaft fpark of pu- 
blic fpirit left, thofe who wifhed well to their country 
and its conftitution in church and ilate, fhould, upon 
the firft news of the late Speaker's promotion, (and you 
and I know it might have been done a great deal foon- 
er) have immediately gone together, and confulted a- 
bout the fitted perfon to fucceed him. But, by all I 
can comprehend, you have been fo far from pro- 
ceeding thus, that it hardly ever came into any of your 
heads. And the reafon you give is the worft in the 
world I That none offered themfelves, and you knew 
mot whom to pitch upon. U feems, however, the o- 
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Hker party was more refolved, or at leaft not fo modeft: 
For you fay your vote is engaged againft your opinion, 
and feveraJ gentlemen Jn my neighbouHbood tell me 
the fame ftory of themfelves. This, 1 confefs, is of an 
vinufual flrain, and a good many fteps below any con* 
defcendons a court will, I hope, ever require from you. 
I (hall not trouble myfelf to inquire who is the perfoa 
for whom you and others are eneagcd, or whether 
there be more candidates from that fide than one. 
Yon tell me nothing of either, and I never thought it 
worth the qneftion to any body el(e. fint, in fo weigh- 
ty an affair, and againft your judgment, 1 cannot look 
upon you as irrevocably determined. Therefore I de- 
fire you will give me leave to reafon with you a little 
upon the fubjed, left your compliance, or inadverten- 
cy, (hould put you upon what you may have caufe to 
repent of as long as you live. 

You know very well, the great bufinefs of the high- 
flying Whigs, at this jundure, is to endeavour a re- 
peal of the Teft-claufe. Yon know likewife that the 
moderate men, both of High and Low-church, profefs 
to be wholly averfe from this defign, as thinking it be- 
neath the policy of common gardeners to cut down tlie 
only hedge, that (helteri from the north. Now, I will 
pnt the cafe : If the perfon to whom you have promi* 
led your vote be one of whom you have the leaft ap- 
prehenfion that he will promote or aftent to the repeal- 
ing of that claufe, whether it be decent or proper he 
ihould be the mouth of an aifembly, whereof a very 
ffreat majority pretend to abhor his opinion ? Can a 
body, whole mouth and heart muft go {o contrary, 
ways, '^ver a6k with fincerity, or hardly with coniiftencef 
Such a man is 00 proper vehicle to retain or convey 
the (enfe of the Houfe, which, in fo many points of the 
greateft moment, will be diredly contrary to his. It is 
full as abfurd» as to prefer a man to a bifhopric who 
denies revealed religion. But it may poi&bly be a 
great deal worfe. What if the perfon your defign t« 
vote into that important poft, ihould not only be a de- 
clared enemy of the Sacramental Teft, but (hould prove 
to be a follicitor, an encoorager, or eveti ^ ^t.^TA.\ ^V 
nddrefies to complain of it ? Do you xkinSsL \\ to vt^^^^- 

Vol. X. X fe^^^^ 
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fertpt a thing, that a promifc of courfe, the tSe&: oP 
comph'ance, importunity, ihame of rcfu/ing, or any the 
like motive, Ih all oblige you paft the power of retra^^ 
ing ? 

Perhaps yon will tell me, as fome have already had 
the weaknefs, that it is of little importance to either 
party to have a fpeaker of their fide, his bufinefs being 
only to take the fenfe of the Houfc and report it ; that 
you ofleh, at committees, put an able fpeaker into this 
chaik' on purpofe to prevent him from (topping a biiL 
Why, \f It were no more than this ; I believe I (houi4 
Aardly chule, even ^mong my footmen, fuch a one to 
deliver a meffage, whofe intereft and opinion led him 
to Wifhft might mifcarry. But I remember, to have 
heard Colonel B/'rcl? of HerefordJhiriB fay, that he was 
i very forry fpeaker, whofe fingle vote was not better 
thai) fifty common ones. I am fure it ifl reckoned in 
En^onil the firft great teft of the prevalency of either 
party in the Houfe. Sir Thomas /^y/Z/f/ow thought, thaC 
a Houfe of Commons with a linking breath (fiippo* 
fing the Speaker to be the mouth) would go. nea^ to 
infeft every thing wkhin the walls, and a great deal 
without. • \x, is th^ fmallefl part of an able Speaker*! 
bufinbfsv'what he performs in the Houfe, at lead if he 
be ih with the court, when it is hard to fay how many 
Converts may be made in a circle of dinner or private 
cabals* And you and' I eafily call to mind a gentle- 
man in that flation, in England^ who, by his own artf 
and perfonal credit, was able to draw over a majority, 
and change the whole power of a prevailing iide in a 
Alee jundii*re of affairs, and made a parliament expire 
in one party who had lived in another. 

I am fat from an inclination' to multiply party cau- 
fes, but furely the beft of us can with very ill grace 
make that an objedion, who have not been fo nice in 
jnatters of much lefs importance. Yet I have heard 
fome perfons of both fides gravely deliver thcmfelves in 
this mannw". Why (hould we make the chuiing a 
fpebker a party-canfe ? Let us ii^K, upon one who it 
well verfed in the pradices and methods of pariiament. 
Atid 7 believe tltere are too inany who wofild talk at 

the 
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the fame rate,, if the qaeftion were not only about a- 
bolifliing the Sacramental Tef!:, bat the facrament itfelf. 

But fuppofe the principles of the moft artful Spea- 
ker woald have no influence either to obtain or 
obftrud any point in parliament, who can anfwer 
what effeds fuch a choice may produce without doors? 
It is obvious how fuch a matter ferves to raifc the fpi-^ 
fits' and hopes of the DifTenters &nd their high flying 
advocates, what lengths they run, what cooduiions 
they form, and what hopes they entertain. Do they 
hear of a new friend in office ? That is encouragement 
enough to pradife the city, againfl the opinion of « 
majority, into an addrefs to the Queen for repealing 
the Sacramental Teft ; or ifTue out their orders toHhe 
next fanatic parfon to furbiih up his old ferihons, and 
preach and print new ones dircdlly againft Epifcopacy. 
1 would lay a good wager, that, if the choice of a ne^v 
Speaker fucceeds exadly to their liking, we (hall fee it 
foon followed by many new attempts, either in the 
form of pamphlet, fermon, or addrefs, to the fame, or 
perhaps n^ore dangerous purpofes. 

Suppofing the Speaker's office to be only an employ- 
ment of profit and honour, and a ftep to a better ; iince 
it is io your own gift, will you cot Ghufc to bcftow .ic 
upon fome perfon whofe principles the majority of yoa 
pretends to approve, if it were only to be Cure of a 
worthy man hereafter in a high ibtion, on the bench 
or at the bar ? 

I confefs, if it were a thing poffible to be compaf- 
(ed, it would feem mofk reafonable to fill the chair with 
{ome perfon who would be entirely devoted to neither 
party : But, fince there are fo few of that charafter, 
and thofe either unqualified or unfriended, I cannot fee 
how a majority will anfwer it to their reputation, to be 
(6 ill provided of able perfons, that they muft have re- 
courfe for a leader to their advtrfaries, a proceeding 
of which I never met with above one example, and c 
vcn that fucceeded but ill, though it was recommended 
by an oracle, which advifed fome city in Greece to beg 
a General from their enemies, who, in fcorn, CcTv\.\^cv^Ta. 
either a fidlcr or a poet, I have fortiottetv vj\v\Ocv % V^v^- 
X a " ^^ 
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{o much I remember, that his condaA was fuch, as they 
fbon grew wearj of him. 

- YoQ' pretend to be heartily refolded againft repealing 
the Sacramental Teft, yet, at the fame time, give the 
only great employment you have to difpofe of, to a per» 
fon who will take that tefl againfl flomach, (by which 
word I underftand many a man's confcience) who ear* 
aeflly wifheth it repealed, and will endeavoar it to the 
iitmoft of his power $ fo that the firfl adlion after yoa 
meet, will be a fort of contravention to that Tefl : And 
will any body go further than your practice to judge 
of your principles ? 

And now 1 am upon this fubjedl, I cannot condnde 
without fayihg fomething to a very popular argument 
againft that Sacramental Teft, which may ^ apt to 
(hake many of thofe who would otherwife wiih well 
enough to it. They fay it was a new hardlhip put 
upon the DiiTenters, without any provocation ; and, it it 
plain, could be no way necefTary, becaufe we had 
peaceably lived together fo long without it. They add 
fome other circum (lances of the arts by which it waa 
obtained, and the perfon by whom it was inferted. 
Surely foch people d6 not confider that the penal lawa 
:againft Diifenters were made wholly ineffedual by the 
connivance and mercy of the government, fo that adl 
employments of the date lay as open to them as they 
did to the bed and mod legal fubjeAs. And what pro- 
grefs they would have made by the advantages of a 
Jateconjundlure, is obvious to imagine ; which I take 
to be a full anfwer to that objedlion. 

J remember, upon the tranfmiilion of that bill with 
the Teft-claufe infcrted, the DiiTenters and their par- 
tizans, among other topics, fpoke much of the good 
effcdls produced by the lenity of the government : 
That the Prtfbyterians were grown very inconfidera- 
ble in their number and quality, and would daily 
come into the church, if we did not fright them from 
it by new feverities. When the a6l was paffcd, they 
•prefently changed their ftyle, and raifed a clamour, 
through both kingdoms, of the great numbers of confi- 
derabJe gentry who were laid afide, and could no long* 
cr/crve their Queen and CQ^^utry: Which hyperbo- 



A Member 0/*Parliament. 245 

Ileal way of reckoning, when it came to ) e melted 
down into truth, amounted to about fifteeen coun- 
try-juftices, moil of them of the lowed fize, for eftate, 
quality, or underflanding. However, this puts me in 
mind of a pafTage told me by a great man, although I 
know not whether it be any where recorded. 7'hat a 
complaint was made to the King and Council of Sive^ 
dg/tf of a prodigious fwarm of Scots, who, under the 
condition of peulars, infefted that kingdom to fuch a 
degree, as, if not fuddenly prevented, might in time 
prove dangerous to the date, by joining with any dif- 
concented party. Meanwhile the Scots, by their a- 

tents, placed a good fum of monev to engage the of- 
ces of the prime Minifter in their Lehalf; who, in or- 
der to their defence, told the Council, He was allured 
they were but a few inconfiderable people, that lived 
honeflly and poorly, and were not of any conftqucnce. 
Their enemies offered to prove the contrary : Where- 
npon an order was made to tcike their numbers, which 
waiB found to amount, as I remember, to about tliircy 
thohiand. The affiair was again brought before the 
ConDcil, and great reproaches made the firft miiriler, 
for his ill computation ; who, prcfcntly taking the 0- 
tfaer handle, faid, he had reafon to believe the num- 
.l»er yet greater than what was returned; and then 
igravely offered to the King's confideration, whether it 
iWerc (afe to render defperate fo great a body of able 
men, who had little to lofe, and whom any hard treat* 
ment would only ferve to unite into a power capable of 
.difiurbiqg, if not dellroying the peace of the king. 
.dom. And fo they were fuffered to continue* 
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RtvxREND Sit, Dawfort' Street, April 4, ijtt. 

BY a ftrange fatality, though you were, the only " 
perTon in the world from whom I would conceal 
my being an author, yet you were unaccountably the 
only one let into the fecret of it : The ignorant poor 
man, who was entrufted by me to deliver out the little 
books, though he kept the fecret from all others, yet, 
from the nature of the fubjeft, he concluded that I 
could have no intcreft in concealing it from you, who 
were fo univerfally known to be an indefatigable 

"promoter of the general welfare of Ireland, But, though 
the accident gave me fome uneafmefs at firftj yet, 
when I confider your charafter, I cannot doubt (hoW- 

• eyer flender the foundation of iRich a hope may be from 
any merits of my own) but your generofity will oblige 
you to conceal what chance has revealed to you, and 
incline you to judge of me, not from the report of 
my enemies, but from what I appear in the little trafts 
which have waited on you. _ 

lihall not prefume. Sir, to detain you with the nar- 
lative of the driginal, and progrefs of the parliamen- 
tary accufations and votes againft me ; although, would 
you do me the honour to inquire, I could eaiily con- 
vince you from my own particular cafe, that men have 
two chara6ler8, one which is either good or bad, ac- 
cording to the prevailing number of their friends or 
enemies, and one which never varies for either : One 
which has little or no regard to the virtue or vice of 
the fubjeft, and one which regards that alone, is in- 
Jierent (if I may fay fo) in the fubjeft, and defcribes 

It whsLt k ledlly is, v/WbouX re jard either to friends 
#r enemies. 
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All r ilnll beg of yoa, is to fufpend your judgment 
upon it, fince all parties allow that althoueh \ had ie- 
veral fummons from the Committee for Monday ^ and 
many evidences on the road in obedience to their fum- 
mens, yet I was tied down by the Committee the pre- 
ceeding SaturJay\ and deprived of the benefit of all my 
evidences, notwithftanding any thine I could urge to 
the contrary. This I hope i may lay without injury 
to Mr Bingham: For furc he may be entirely in- 
nocent, and yet a roagiflrate under the immediate 
direAion of the Lord Chief-Juftice who takes exa- 
minations againft him : Examinations that do not even 
contain matter to form an indi^ment upon, may be in* 
nocent alfo. 

It fliall fuffice therefore to fay, I went from Ireland 
loaded with the fevereft ccnfures of the Houfe of Com- 
mons : Injured, as I thought, i-.vA oppre^ed to the 
greateft degree imaginable, robbed cf that charader 
which was dearer to me than life itfclf ; and all that by 
an overbearing, overpowering interefl. 

I (ought, in England, for that peace and protedion 
which was denied me at home. My public character fol- 
lowed me: My countrymen avoided me. The nature 
of man is fociable : I was forced to herd with Grangers. 
A Prime Minifler, engaged in the fuccefs of a fcheme, 
wants no emiflaries to fpy out all that makes for him^ 
and to fiy with what they have found to their employer. 
I was Unfortunately fet by thofe fort of creatures : My 
lentiments on the ilate of our money -matters were in- 
dnlbriouflv iifted through me; and when that was done» 
before i knew any thmg of the matter, 1 was ferved 
with his Maj eily*» fummons : In a hurry I ran out of 
tow^, and ftaid in the country a while ; but, on my 
return again, found another fummons at my lodgings ; 
and, terr;ficd by the difmal efFedls of power at home 
from rifking a fecond fliipwreck abroad, 1 yielded to it, 
and appealed at the Cockpit, 

it is true my appearance at the Cukpit, to thofe who 
knew me only by the votos of the HouA; of Commons, 
mail iiavc looked like a delign of revenge; and 1 had 
many and powerful enemies-, who gave all my actions 
the worfl colour. But, to tak^ iVi^ nv^ixx^i \m^m\s^ ^ 



«84 -^LETTER fhm 

Sir, is there no allowance to be made for a mind already 
broken by the difmal effe^s of prevailing power, and 
£lled with the apprehtniions of fecond dangers ? Is 
there no allowance for a man, young in the knowledge 
of the world, under all thefe fears and misfortunes, if 
he has yielded to the repeated fummons of the Coimdl 
oiEnglAndy in which hia- Majeily was prefent, and if 
Jbe was there, after a long and firenuous oppofition, 
forced to tell his fentiments ? Forced, Sir, to tell bis 
fentiments, not in the manner reprefented to the world, 
but in a manner the moil cautious of giving room for 
a pretence to oppofc the inclinations of our parliament. 
But, alas, the confequence ! You, Sir, the defender 
of Ireland^ were icon engaged againft me on that ac- 
count ; and 'that fatal genius of yours, in an inftant, 
.ruined iny chara£ler ; but, even ruin-bearing as it was, 
I blefTed it : The caufe which you undertOv>k was dear 
to me ; and though fame is the lafl thing which one 
would facrifice even for his country, yet I parted with 
that with pleafure, whilfl you thought it neceffary for 
the public good fo to do : But now the end is ierved, 
. Dear Sir, may not the man have his mare again*? 

'Plat9 being told th'it certain perfons aiperfed bis 
. character, and reprefented him abroad as a very ill 
man; inftead of expoflulaiing with his enemies, and 
returning reproach for reproach, concealed himfelf, 
faying, l^o matter^ my friends^ the luhQU life of Plato 
Jhall t^i've bis accujtrs the lie* 

Could riet before me a greater example ? Under the 
.general difpkafurisof my country, under ail the cenfui^s 
which the refllefs malice of my enemies could devife, 
■ and uxider the keen edge of the Drapier\ wit ; the on- 
ly revenge I indulged mylelf, was by a ileady love for 
jny country, and oy manifeft ads of affldion thereto, 
to be a iilent reproach to the foul tongues of my ene- 
mies. 

Permit then. Sir, permit me in peace to take his 

•great example ; and no longer jjive way to the power of 

, my enemies, by continuing to opprefs me They have 

Already gained their caufe by you : But I mud fay, it 

WH3 not the fword of Jjtucy but the armour of uichillet 

whiclk be j^tkxon, that won At Aa^f, 
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The cau(e for which you undercook my ruin, was 
thecaufe of my country : It was a c^ood caufe, and you 
fhalt ever find roe of that iide. You h:;ve carried it, 
and I know you will ho longer be my enemy. But 
alas ! Sir, as long as your works fubfid, where ever 
they be read, even unto the end of time, muft I be 
branded as a villain. It is a hard fentence ; and yet 
vnlefs the fpear oi Jchilles^ the fame inflrument which 
gave the wound, adminiAer the remedy, it mud be fo. 

In (hort. Sir, you mad be a man of honour : It is 
sot poffible that honour (hould be wanting where all 
the diftinguifhing charafleriftics of it are found : I can- 
not doubt it ; and therefore I will let you fully into a 
iecret which accident has given you a part of, and I 
am fure you will keep it. 

The fource of all my misfortunes was the vote of 
the Houfe of Commons ; but I have laboured however, 
at I always (hall, to kivt my country and make my* 
felf agreeable to them : And though the misfortane of 
a bad public character deprived me of the private coa- 
verfation of my countrymen, which is the fureH and 
bed way to know our true interefl ; yet I (latter my- 
tfclfthat my little £(rays may be ufeful, at leaH they 
may be no bad beginning : And you know it is eafy 
to add to a work once begun. But if the work is 
known to be mine, the very name will condemn i^ 
and render it ufelefs to my country. 

Whatever the faults may be, I have publicly applied 
to yoo to amend them, before the bearer's millake 
made me determine this private application to : And I 
mnft fay, that I (hall reckon it no fmall degree of ho- 
nour, if you take that trouble upon you. 

In the mean time I (hall beg the favour of you, to 
keep a fecret which no other perfon but my printer, 
ray bookfeller, and the bearer knows. I am, 

Reverend Sir, 

Your moft obedient fervant, 

JOHN BROWNE. 

A LET- 
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Mr M'Culla's Proje£l about Halfpence, and a new 
one propofcd. 
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YO U dedre to know my opinion conrerning Mr 
.-M'CuI/a^s project, of circulating notes ilamped on 
copper, that (hall pafs for the value of halfpence and 
pence. 1 have fooie knowledge of the man ; and, a** 
boiic a month ago» he brought me his book, with a 
couple of his halfpenny nptes : But I was then out of 
order, and he could not be admitted. Sincp that time 
I called at his houfe, where I diicourfed the whde af- 
fair with him as thoroughly as i could. I am altoge- 
ther a Granger to his charadler. He talked to me ia 
the ufuai ftylc, with a grieat profeffion of zeal for the 
public-good ; which is the common cant of all projec- 
tors in their bitis, from a firil Minifter of Stato down to 
•a corn -cutter. But, I ftopped him fliort, as 1' would 
have done a better man ; becaufe it is* too grofs a prac- 
tice to pafs at any time, and efpecially in this age, 
where we all know one another fo well. Yet, whoever 
propofeth any fcheme, which may prove to be a public 
benefit, I (hall not quarrel, if it prove likewife very 
beneficial to himfelf. Ic is certain, that, next to the 
want of £lver, our greateft diilrefs in point of coin is 
the wint of fmall change, which may be fome poor re- 
lief for the defe^l of the former, fince the crown will 
not pleafe to take that work upon thern here as they 
^o in England. One thing in Mr MCuilas book is 
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certainly right, ch;*: e3 la* hiaieri cii f-ic r~ -r » 
payable norc upcc Iia:aer, »-•:<:. ro^rc-,. -nJs, -"i, 
or any other jcar^rrial (eaci^c g-i i a.-.i £— r-_ \: w-.l 
as upon paper, i he GTs-ilo!: ii, ib -ecr^^r I :i^ :'.-• 
him on a copper bcai, *icre :i..r= is rt it.^ ^i^- ^-,- 
ieaU nor Witnettci to cro-e :c. To i'-jpl- ^ :, i_. .--i Ji 
propo^d, tha: the ri-Ziir-zh cp-.z » : il. zli r'.'z ..i 
writceoy tail be ia I'czie c;i.rc; z^ il.t *::i' :c v.e 
debt. Bit tha: i- cue prln^.pai =:-in=z ii :^ i£::i--ti 
into. His fchez'.e i; rhi:. 

He gives y.:c £ piice of jropper f:r a r.i.'ri*rr> -.r 
penny, ftamp: w :h a prc-lii^r^.- -.:ii --: -i;. ', . : J-.- - 
ty pence tor e*fr. p.srj; -^f c-j.p's: r.--*:. .j^t-t^*? 
)ou (hall retcm zz^czi. tlgbz ir-d :':r. if ^r; i^lf- 
penny pieces a-c to w-'g" - pc-.-.i, i-i -.r ;;'.'-. ^-.-j 
that pound, coined and .rizi::;^. r'.r :*'. :;,..l,,-^-; ; h/ 
which he clearly gair.i a l.trli n-rt ri^-r. i£ /^r r/v. 
that if to Cay, two ;e.icc ir, e%=7 i; 'irg. 

This will cerUiGly z.r..e :^ a grca: f.ri, :f h* r:-:::'! 
circulate as large a c-.l:.:;. c: n.r 1-:*= a« tre ^rg- 
donit under the ge*: ic^-.i cf £!.c.-, ir.iv v-;,';. p-o- 
bably require : Er-OJ^:; ilc-uzc to cuke ar.y /rv- •ri'j-f- 
niai.'s fortune ; wuich, hc.tv-.r, 1 ir.c-ld r.o: r;p:re 
at in the leail, if vve cr-;::d cc lurc of hi* fiir dcal.r.g. 
It was obvious fcr c.e :o ri.:"e the cc.T.a-.on c;,jeaion, 
why Mr /./* C^cJa wcclvl r.ot ti'-e lec-rit;. to pay the 
whole Aim to sr.y maa \\ho retcrned hiir. his copper 
notes, as my L-i-i Danmcuto and Colonel .'/:«r vkcrc 
by their pr.ter t= ob.igcd 'c co. 'lo vihicn he ga-e me 
ibme anfwcrs pLuuL-Ic e rough, /"-v'.-, heconeivcd 
that his coins wtrc much nearer to the inrrirfic vzlLe 
than any of thofc coined by patents, the Lu'.k and 
goodncfs of the metai tq jlIIIde: the bell Er.gHjh half- 
pence made by the crown. That ho apprehended the 
iJl-will of envious and defign-ng people, who, it" they 
found him to have a greut v^nt icr hii notes, fince he 
wanted the proteftion of a patent, might make a run 
upon him which he could not be able to fupport. Ar d, 
laftlfj that his copper, as is alreacy faid, being equal 
in value and bulk to the EngUJh htilfpcnce, he did not 
apprehend they ihould ever be returned, unlufs a cuin- 

binatiun. 
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bi nation, proceeding from fpite and envy^ might l>e 
formed againft him. 

, Bat there lu-e fome points in his propofal which I 
cannot well anfwer for, nor do I know whether he 
will be able to do it himfelf. The/ip^ is,, whether the 
copper he gives us will be as good as what the crt>wa 
provided for the Englijb halfpence and farthings ? And; 
Jecondly^ whether he will always continne to give m at 
good ? And, thirdly^ when he will think fit to flop hif 
hand, and give us no more ? For 1 ihould be as tony 
to be at the mercy of Mr M^Culla^ as of Mr Wood, 

There is another difficulty of the laft importance, li 
is known enough that the crown is fappofed to be 
neither gainer nor lofer by the coinage of any metal 2 
For they fubtradt, or ought to fubtrad no more from 
the intrinfic value than what will juft pay the chargea 
of the mint ; and how much that will amount to is the 
queflioq. By what [ could gather from Mr M^CuUa^ 
good copper is worth fourteen pence per pound. By 
wis computation, if he fells his copper notes for two 
(hillings the pound, and will pay twenty pence back, 
then the cxpence of coinage for one pound of copper 
muft be fix pence, which is 30 per cent. The world 
ihould be particularly fatisfied on this article, before he 
vends his notes : For the difcount of ^oper cent, is pro- 
di»ous, and vaftly more than I can conceive it ought 
to be. For, if we add t© that proportion the i(i per 
cent, which he avows to keep for his own profit, there 
will be a difcount of about 46 per cent. Or, to reckon • 
I think a fairer way ; whoever buys a pound of Mr 
M*CuUa*s coin, at two (hillings per pound, carries home 
only the real value of fourteen pence, which is a pound 
of copper ; and thus he is a lofer of 41 /. 13 /. ^d. per 
tent. But, however, this high difcount of 30/^ fr»/. 
will be no objedkion againft M^CuUa^s propoial ; be- 
caufe, if the charge of coinage will hone(tly amount to 
fo much, and we fuppofe his copper notes may be re. 
turned upon him, he will be the greater fufferer of the 
two ; becaufe the buyer can lofe but four pence in a 
pound, and M'Cuiia muft lofe fix pence, which was 
r/ie charge of the coinage. 

Upon 
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Upon the whole, there are fome points which mufl 
be fettled to the general fatisfadion, before we can fafe- 
ly tekc Mr M*CuUa*% copper notes for value received ; 
and how he will give that fatisfadtion, is not within 
my knowledge or conjedlurc. Thtjirfi point is. That 
we fiiidl be always fare of receiving good copper, equal 
in balk and finenefs to the beft EngH/f halfpence. 

The yitftf«/ point is, To know what allowance he 
Biakes to himfdf, either out of tlie weight or mixture 
ofhis copper, or both, for the charge ot coinige. As 
to the weight, the matter is eafy by his own fcheme : 
Pot, as I have faid before, he propofes forty-eight to 
weigh a pound, which he gives you for two ihillings, 
'«nd receives it by the pound at twenty pence : So that, 
fnppofiog pure copper to be fourteen pence a pound, he 
jnakes you pay 30 per cent, for the labour or coining, 
as I have already obferved, befides 16 per cent, when 
Ire^fells it. But, if to this he adds any alloy, to debafe 
the metal, although it be not above i o per cent, then 
Mr M*CMi's promiflbry notes will, to the intrinfic va- 
lue of the metal, be above 4.7 percent, difcount. 

For, fnbtrafting ao per cent, off 60 / worth of cop- 
pcTy it wUl (to avoid fra&ions) be about five and a half 
fer €0tt* in the whole 100 /. which added to 

41 13 4 
5 10 o 

vnWht per cent, 47 3 4 

That we arc under great diftrefs for ch.inge, and 
that Mr MCui^'s copper notes, on fuppofition of che 
metal being pure, is lefs liable to objediou than the pro- 
jeft of ^09i/, may be granted ; but fuch a difcoont, 
where we are not fure even of our twenty pence a 
poand, appears hitherto a dead weight on his fcheme. 

Since I writ this, calling to mini thit I had r>me 
copper halfpence, by me, I weighed them with thofeof 
Mr M*CtiUa, and obferved as follows : 

Firji, I weighed Mr M'CuHas halfpenny againft an 
Englsjb one of King Charles 1 1, which oucweighed Mr 
M*CitiIa*s a fourth part, or 25 per cent, 

VoL/x. y WvW 
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I likewife weighed an Jriflf Patrick and David half- 
ptony, which outweighed Mr M^CuUi^s la?^ cemf: 
It had a Ycry fair and deep impreifion, and nulled rery 
&ilfally round. 

I found that even a common Harp hal^nny» well 
preferved» weighed equal to Mr M*Qi/ld*s. And even 
ibme offfeoiPs halfpence were near equal in weight to 
his. Therefore, if it be true that he does not think 
M^omTs copper to have been faulty, he may probably 
give OS no better. 

I have laid thefe loofe thoughts together with little 
order, to give you, and others who may read them, aa 
opportunity of digefting them better. I am no enemy 
to Mr M*CuJ/d's projed, but 1 would have it put up. 
on a better foot. I own that this halfpenny of King 
Charles II. which 1 weighed againft Mr M^Cmila^n, 
was of the faired kind I had feen. However, it ij 
plain the crown could afford it without being a Iofer« 
But it is probable, that the officers of the mint were 
then more honeft than they have iince thought fit 
to be ; for I confefs not to have met thoie of any 
other year fo weighty, or in appearance of fo good 
metal, among alt the coppen coins of the three laft 
reigns ; yet tnefe, however, did much outweigh thofe 
of Mr M^Cuila ; for 1 have tried the experiment on a 
handved of them. I have indeed feen accidentally one 
or two very light, but it muft certainly have been 
done by chance, or rather, I fuppofe them to be coun- 
terfeits. Be th?t as it will, it is allowed on all hands, 
that good copper was never known to be cheaper than 
it is at prefent. I am ignorant of the price, further 
than by his informing me, that it is only fourteen 
pence a pound ; by which T obferve he charges the 
coinage at 30 per ctMt. And therefore I cannot but 
think his demands are exorbitant. But, to fay the troth^ 
the dearncfs or cheapnefs of the metal do not pro. 
perly enter into the queftion. What we define is, that 
It (hould be of the beft kind, and as weighty as can be 
afforded ; that the profit of the contriver (hould be re* 
dnoed from i6 topper cetn. and the charge of coinage, 
ifpoSiblc^ from 30 to 10, or 15 at moft. 

Mr 
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Mr HtCnllm muH alfo give good fecurity that he 
will coin only a determinate fum, not exceeding twen- 

5f thoufand pounds ; by which, although he (hould 
ea) with all uprightnefs imaginable, and make his 
coin at good as that I weighed of King Charlts II ; he 
will at 1 6 ptr ctnt. gain three thoufand two hundred 
pounds : A vtry good additional job to a private 
tradefman's fortune. 

I moft advife him alfo to employ better workmen, 
and make his impreilions deeper and plainer, by which 
a rifing rim may be left about the edge of his coin, to 
preierve the Jetter from wearing out too foon. He hath 
no wardens nor mafler^y or other officers of the mint to 
fuck up his profit; and, therefore, can afford to coin 
cheaper than the crown, if he will but find good ma- 
terials, proper implements, and fkiiful workmen. 

Whether this projedt will fucceed in Mr M^CulIa's 
haodSt (which, if it be honcdly executed, I fhould be 

gad to fee ;) one thing I am confident of, that it might 
i eafily brougtit to perfection, by a fociety of nine 
or ten honeft gentlemen of fortune, who wiQi well to 
their country, and would be content to be neither gain- 
ers nor lofers, further than the bare intereil of their mo- 
pey. And Mr M^Cuila^ as being the firfl darter of 
the fcheme, might be confidered and rewarded by fuch 
a ibcietjr; whereof, although lam not a man of fortune, 
I ihould think it an honour and happinefs to be one, 
even with- borrowed money upon the bed fecurity I 
could give. And, firft, I am confident, without any 
Ikill but by general reafon, that the charge of coining 
copper would be very much lefs than 10 per cent. Se. 
condly, I believe ten thoufand pounds, in halfpence 
and farthings, would be fufficient for the whole king- 
dom, even under our great and mod unnecefary dijirefs 
for the want of filver ; and that, without fuch a dillrefs, 
half the fum would fufiice. 

For I compute and reafon thus : The city o^ Dublin^ 
by a grofs computation, contains ten thoufand fami- 
lies ; and, 1 am told by (hopkeepers, that, if filvcr were 
as plenty as ufual, two diillings in copper would be 
fufficient, in the courfe of buiinef», for each family ; 
bat, in confideration of the want of filver, 1 would 
Y z ^^^ 
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allow Hve fhillings to each family, whicb would amosnt 
to 2,500 /. ; and, to help this, I would receiamend a 
currency of all the genuine undefaced harp halfpence, 
which are left of Lord Dartm^utb*^ and Moor*% paten t9» 
under King Charles if. ; and the fmall Patrick and Da* 
*vid for farthings. To the reft of the kingdom 1 would 
aiFign the 7,500 /. rcmriining; reckoning Dublin to 
anfwer one fourth of the kingdomr as London is judge4 
to anfwer (if I miftake not) one third of Engtandi I 
mean in the view of money only. 

To compute our want of fm^all change by the num- 
ber of (ouls in the kingdom, befides being perplexed, 
is, I think, by no means juft. They have been reckon* 
ed at a million and a half, whereof a million at leaft 
are beggars, in all circumftances except that of wander^ 
ing about for alms ; and that circumftance may arrive 
foon enough, when it will be tfme to add another 
ten thoufand pounds in copper. But, without doabt» 
the families ol Ireland ^ Who lie chiefly under the dif* 
ficulties of wanting fmall change, cannot be above forty 
'or fifty thoufand ; which the fum of ten thoufand 
pounds, with the addition of the faiieft old halfpence, 
would tolerably fupply. For, if we give too great a 
Joofe to any proje^r to pour in upon us what he 
pleafes, the kingdom will be (how ihall I expreft it 
ander our prefent circumftances ?) more than undone* 
♦ And hence appears, in a vtry ftrong light, the vil- 
lainy ofPTocd; who propofed the coinage ofone hundred, 
and eighty thoufand pounds in copper, for the ufc of 
Jrelffhd; whereby every family in the kingdom would 
be loaden with ten or a dozen Shillings, although ff^ood 
"might not tranfgrefs the bounds of his patent, and slU 
though no counterfeits, either at home or abroad, were 
added to the number; the contrary to both which 
would indubitably have arrived. So ill-informed are 
great men on the other fide, who talk of a million with 
as little ceremony as we do of half a crown. 

But, to return to the propofal 1 have made : Suppofe- 

ten gentlemen, lovers of their country, fliould raife 

zoo ?. apiece ; and, from the time the money is depo- 

(jted as they ihall agree, ftiould begin to charge it with 

fcrcn fer cent, for iheit onvtk ufe : V^K they fl)ould as 



Project ah9ut Halfpence. 257 

ibon at po£ible provide a mint and good workment 
and bay copper fufficient for coining two thoufand 
ponnds, fubtrading a fifth part of the intereft of ten 
thoafand pounds for -the charges of the tools, and fit- 
dng up a place for a mint ; the other four parts of the 
fame intei^ to be fubtradled equally out of the four 
xcmaining coinages of 2000 /. each, with a juft allow- 
ance for other neceflary incidents. Let the charge of 
coinage be fairly reckoned, and the kingdom informed 
of it, as well as of the price of copper. Let the coin 
be as well and deeply ftamped as it ought. Let the 
metal be as pnre as can confiftto have it rightly coined, 
(wherein I am wholly ignorant) and the bulk as large 
as that of King Charles II. And let this club of ten 
gentlemen give their joint fecurity to receive all the 
.coins they ifloe out for feven or ten years, and return 
gold and filver without any defalcation. 

Let the fame club or company, when they have i/Tu- 
ed out the firft two thoafand pounds, go on the fecond 
year, if they find a demand, and that their fcheme hath 
anffrared to their own intention as well as to the fatif- 
fadion of the public ; and, if they find 7 per cent, not 
foffident, let them fobtrad 8, beyond which I would 
not luve them go : And* when they have, in two years, 
coined ten thouiand poonds> let them give public notice 
that they will proceed no farther, but fliut np their 
nunc, and difmifs their workmen ; unlcfs the real 
univerfiil, anfoUicited declaration of the nobility and 
gentry of the kingdom, fhall fignify a deftre that they 
moald go on for a certain fum Tzxihtr, 

This company may enter into certain regulations 
among themfelves, one of which fhould be, to keep 
nothing concealed, and duly to give an account to the 
world of their whole methods of adling. 

Give me leave to compute, wholly at random, what 
charge the kingdom will be at, by the lofs of intrinfxc 
valae in the coinage of 1 o»ooo /. in copper, under the 
management of fuch a fociety of gentlemen. 

Firft^ It is plain, that, inllead of fomewhat more than 
i^ fir ant. as demanded by Mr M^CnUa, this fociety 
defijres but 8 fir ant. 

V 3 ^tcgnil)^ 
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Seetndly^ Whereas Mr M'Culla charges the expence 
of coinage at 10 per cent, I hope and believe this {q^- 
cicty will be able to perform it at ten. 

Thirdly Whereas it doth not appear that Mr M*Cuim 
la can give any fecurity for the goodnefs of his cop- 
per, becaufe not one in ten thoiHand have the (kill to 
. diftinpaiih ; the fociety will be aH engaged chat theirs 
ihall be of the beft ftandard. 

Fcurtbh^ That, whereas Mr MCulla\ halfpence 
are one ^arth part lighter than that kind coined va the 
time of King Charles II. thefe gentlemen will oblige 
themfelves to the public, to give the coin of the fame 
weight and goodnefs with thole halfpence, onlefs they 
fiialT find they cannot afford it ; and, in that cafe^ they 
fiiall beforehand inform the public, (hew their reafoas, 
and' fignify how lar^e they can make them without be- 
ing lofers ; and ib give over or purfue their fcheme, as 
they find the opinion of the world to be. However* 
I do not donbt but they can afford them as large, and 
of as good metal, as the befl EngUJh halfjpence thjit 
have beeh coined in the three lafl reigns, which very 
much outweigh thofe of Mr M^Culla. And this advan- 
tage will arife in proportion, by leffening the charge 
of^coinage from ^oper cent, to 10 or 15^, or 20 at moil. « 
•But f confefs myfelf in the dark on that article; only 
I ithink it impoifible it fhoutd amount to any proper- 
,tion near $0 'per cent, otherwife the coiners of thofe> 
counterfeit halfpence, called Raps, would have little 
encouragement to follow thdr trade. 

But the indubitable advantages by having the ma* 
nagement in fuch a fociety would be, the paying Sper 
cent, indead of 16, the being fure of the gooJnefs and 
juil weight of the coin, ainl the period to be put to 
any further coinage than what was abfolutely necef. 
fary to fupply the wants and defires of the kingdom : 
-And all this under the fecurity often gentlemen of ere. 
dit ,and fortune, who would be ready to give the bell 
fecurity and fatisfadlion, that they had no defign to 
turn the fcheme into a job. 

. . i45 to any miftakes I have made in computation, 
thejr are of little moment; and L (hall not defcend fo 
Jow as to juftify them agkinft ax\^ cviW^x . 
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The droflgeft objedion againft what I ofller, and 
which perhaps may make it appear vi&onzxy, is tke 
difficalty to find-half a fcore gentlemen, who, out of a 
public fpirit, will be at the trouble, for no more pro- 
fit than one fer ctnt, above the legal intereft, to be o- 
Yerfeers of a mint for five years ; and perhaps, without 
any juftice, raife.the clamour of the people aeainft 
them- Befides, it is mod certain that many a fquive 
18 as fond of a job, and as dextrous to make the befl 
of it, as Mr M^Culla himfelf, or any of his level. 
However, I do cot doubt but there may be ten fuch 
perfbns in this town, if they had only fome vifible 
mark to know them at fight. Yet I juft forefee ano- 
ther inconveniency : That knavifh men are fitter to 
deal with others of their own denomination ; while 
thoTe who are honeft and bed intentioned, may be the 
indniments of as much mifchief to the public, for want 
of cunning, as tire greatefl knaves ; and more, becaufe 
of die charitable opinion which they are apt to have 
of others* Therefore, how to join the prudence of the 
ferpent with the innocency of the dove in this affair, 
IS the mod difficult point. It is not fo hard to find an 
honeft man, as^ to make this honefl man adive, and 
vigilant, and fkilful ; which I doubt will require a 
Ipar of profit greater than my fcheme will afford him, 
unlefs he will be contented with the honour of fer- 
Ting his country, and the reward of a good confcience. 

After reviewing what I had written, I fee very well 
that I have not given any allowance for the fird charge 
of preparing all things neceflary for coining, which, 
I am tolc), will amount to about 200 /• befides 20 /. 
per annum for five years rent of a houfe to work in. I 
can only fay, that this making in all 300/. it will 
be an addition of no more than 3 per cent, out of 
10,000/. 

But the great advantages to the public, by having 
the coinage placed in the hands of cen g^nilemen, fuch 
as 1 have already dcfcribed, (if fuch are to be found,) 
are thefe : 

■ Firjff They propofe no other gain to themfelves 
than 1 per tent, above the legal intered for the money 
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they advance; which will hardly afford them C0ffee 
when they meet at their mint-houfe. 

Secondly f They bind themfelves to make their coins 
of as good copper as the bed Englijb halfpence, and as 
well coined, and of equal weight : And do likewKe 
bind themfelves to charge the public with not one far- 
thing for the expence of coinage, more than it Chali 
really Hand them in. 

Thirdly^ They will, for a limited term of feven or 
ten years, as (hall be thought proper upon matme 
iconfideration, pay gold and mver, without any defal* 
cation, for all their own coin that fhall be returned 
upon their hands. 

Fourthly, They will take care that the coins Ihall 
have a deep imprefliony leaving a rifing rim on both 
ides, to prevent their being defaced in a long time ; 
and the edges (hall be milled. 

I fuppote they need not be vtry apprehenfive of 
counterfeits, which will be difficult to make fo as not 
to be difcovered : For it is plain that thofe bad half- 
pence, called Raps, are fo eafily diftinguilhed^ evte 
from the mod worn genuine halfpenny, that nobody 
will now take them for a farthing, although under thie 
great prcfent want of change. 

I fhall here fubjoin fome computations relating to^ 
Mr M*Culla*& copper notes. They were fent to me by 
a perfon well fkilled in fuch calculations, and therefore 
I refer them to the reader. 

Mr M*Culla charges good copper at fourteen pence 
fer pound, but I know not whether he means Avoir" 
dnpois or Troy weight. 

Avoirdupois is i6 oz. to a lb. - 6^0 grains* 

A pound Troy weight - - - 5760 grains. 

Mr M'Culla\ copper is fourteen pence per pound A- 
voirdupois. 

Two of Mi* M^Cullah penny-notes^ one with ano- 
ther, weigh - - - - 524 grains. 
By which computation, 2 j, of his notes, ' 

which he fells for i lb. weight, will 

weigh ... - 6288 grains. 

JSar I lb. Avoirdttpois weighs, as above, 6960 grains. 
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This difference makes lO per eeni, t» Mr M^Cullal 
p2X>fit9 in point of weight. 
^*he eki Ptttrick and DaviJ halfpenny 

weight .... 1^^ grains. 

Mr M^Cmlia^i halfpenny weighs <- 131 grains. 

The difference is 18 

Which is equal to 10, 1 half per cejte. 
The Engii/^ halfpenny of King Charles 

II. weighs - - - - i67grainir 

Jf'CWi^'ft Halfpenny weighs • 131 grains. 

The difference 36 

Which diifcrence allowed a fifth part is 20 /A- 

Jmther Ccmpuiation* 
Mr M^Cmlla allows his pound of copper (coinage in« 
diMlcd) to be worth twenty pencct for which he de- 
mands two Ihillings. 

Hia coinage he compotes at fix pence //tr pound 
weight ; therefore, by laying out only twenty pence, 
and guning four pence, he makes per cent, 
profit - - - - • 20 

The fix- pence /^ pound weight, allowed 

for coinage, m^ktt per cent, • 30 

The want of weight in his hal^enny, com- 
pared as above, is per cent, • - 1 # 
By all which, {'viz, coinage, profit, and )^ — . 
want of weight) the public lofes per cent, y 60 



If Mr M*Cuiia*% coins will not paf^, and he refufes 
to receive them back, the owner cannot fell them at 
above twelve-pence per pound weight ; whereby, with 
the defe£t of weight of 10 per cent* he will lofe 6c per 
cent. 

The fcheme of the fociety, raifed as high as it can 
poflibly be, will be only thus : 
For intereil of their money, per cent. S 

For coinage, inftead of 10, fuppofe, at moft 

pir ant. 20 

Foe 
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For |Oo/. hid out for tools, \ mint* and 
houie-rent, charge 3 /^r r/«/. upon the 
coinage of I o,ooo/. - - *. 3 

Charges in all upon interefi, coinage, &r. 
ptrctni. - - - - 31 

Which, with all the advantages above-mentioned 
of the goodnefsof the metal, thelargencfs of the coin, 
the deepnefs and fairnefs of the imprcflion, the aHa- 
ranee of the fociety confining itfelf to fuch a fnm m 
they undertake, or as the kingdom (hall approve ; and 
laftly, their paying in gold or iilver for all their coin 
returned upon, their hands, without any defalcation, 
would be of mighty benefit to the kingdom ; 'and, 
with a little fteadinefs and activity, could, I doubt not« 
be eafilycompaffed. 

I would not in this fcheme recommend the method 
of promiflbry notes after Mr M^Culla's manner ; but, 
as I have feen in old Irtjh coins, the words CMtms 
Dublin on one fide, with the year of our Lord, and the 
irifi Harp, on the reverfe. 
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THE C(M7)oration of Weavers in the woollen 
manofadaFe, who have fo often attended your 
Onoe» and called upon me with their i'chemes and pro- 
pofalst were with me on Tburjday lad ; when he who 
ipoke foe the reft, and in the name of his ahfent bre- 
mren, (aid. It was the opinion of the whole body, that 
if iboiewhat were written at this time by an able hand» 
to pcrfoade the people of this kingdom to wear their 
own woollen roanufaftores, it might be of good ufe to 
the nation in general, and preferve many hundreds of 
their trade from ftarving. To which I anfwercd, That 
it wat hard for any man of common fpirit to turn his 
^ooghcs to fuch fpeculations, without difcovcring a 
refentment which people are too delicate to bt-ar. For 
I will not deny to your Grace, that I cannot refled on 
the fingnlar condition of this country, different from 
all others upon the face of the earth, without fome e« 
notion, and without often examming, as I pafs the 
ftreets, whether thoie animals which come in my way, 
with two legs and human faces, clad and eredt, be of 
the fame fpecies with what i have feen very like them 
in Bnglandj as to the outward ihape, but differing in 
their notions, natures, and intellcdtuals, more than any 
two kinds of brutes in a foreft ; which any man <u 
common prudence would immediately difcover, by per- 
faading them to define what they mean by law, liberty, 
property, courage, rcafon, loyalty, or religion. 

One 
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One thing, my Lord, I am very confident of; that 
if God Almighty, for our fins, would moft joflly fend 
us a peilllence, whoever '{hould dare to difcover hii 
grief in public for fuch a vification, would cer- 
tainly be ceniured for jdifaffedidn to the governqnent. 
For 1 folemnly profefs, that I do not know one calami- 
ty we have undergone thefe many years, whereof any 
man, whofc opinions were not in faihion, dared to la* 
menty without being openly charged with that impata- 
tion. And this is the harder, becauie although a mo- 
ther, when (he hath corredled her child, may fometimes 
force it to kifs the rod, yet Ihe will never give that 
power to the foot-boy or the fcullion. 

My Lord, There are two things for the people of 
this kingdom to confider: Firfl, Their pteient ^vil 
condition 7 and, /econdlj, What can be done in fome 
degree to remedy i(. 

I (hall not enter into a particular defcription of oar 
preient mifery : It. hath been alreadv done in .(everal 
papers, and very fully in one intituled A fiwrt Fig*w tf 
the State of Ireland. It will be enough to mention the 
entire want of trade, the navigation-adt executed with 
the utmoft rigor, the remiflion of a million every 
year to Englandy the ruinous importation of foreiga 
luxury and vanity, the oppreilion of landlords, . and 
difcouragement of agriculture. 

Now all thofe evils are without the pofiiblUty of 
a cure, except that of importations ; and to fence a* ' 
gainft ruinous folly will be always in our power, ia 
fpite of the difcouragements, mortifications^ contempt, 
X hatred, and oppreflion we labour under : But our trade 
will never mend, the navigation a6l never be foftened, 
our abfentees never return, our endKfs foreign pay- 
ments never be lefTened, our own landlords never be 
Icfs exacting. 

All other fchemes for preferving this kingdom from 
vtter ruin are idle and vifionary, confcquenily druwn 
from wrong rcafoning, and from general ttjpics, which, 
for the fame caufes that they may be true in aJl pa- 
tion5, are certainly falfe in ours ; as V have told thepu- 
blic ottco enough, but with a Lttle t;ff^€i as what I 
ibaU iay at prelent isUkel^ lo (toducc. 
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I am weary of fo many abortive projc6ls» for the ad- 
vancement of tra-'e; of fo many crude proposals, in 
letters fent mc from unknown hands ; of 10 many con- 
tradi^ory fpcculaiions, ai^out raifing or finking the va- 
lue of gold and filver : I am not in the lead forry to 
hear of the great numbers going to America^ although 
Tery much for the caufes that drive them fn)m us, fince 
the uncontrolled maxim, ** That people are the riches 
*' of a nation," is no maxim here under our circum- 
ftances. We have neither manufadures to employ 
them about, nor food to fupport them. 

If a private gentlerran's income be funk irretrievably 
for ever from a hundred pounds to fifty, and that he 
hath no other method to fupply the deficiency, I de- 
fire to know, my Lord, whether fuch a pcrfon hr.th 
any other courfe to take, than to fink half his expcnccs 
in every article of ceconomy, to fave himfelf from ruin 
and a jail. Is not this more than duubly the cafe of Ire- 
land^ where the want of money, the irretrievable ruin 
of trade, with the other evils above-mentioned, and 
many more tho' well known and felt, and too numerous 
or in^ idious to relate, have been gradually finking us 
for above a dozen years pad, to a degree that we are at 
Icaft by two thirds in a worfe condition than was ever 
known fince the Revolution. Therefore, inftead of 
dreams and projedls for advancing of trade, we have 
nothing left out to find out Ibme expedient whereby 
we may reduce our expcncts to our incomes. 

Yet this procedure, allowed fo ncceffary in all private 
faniilies, and in its own nature fo eafy to be put in prac- 
tice, .may mue. with ftrong oppofition by the cowardly 
flavifh indulgence of the men to the intolerable pride, 
arrogance, vanity, and luxury of the women ; who, 
ftridliy adhering to the rules of modern education, feem 
to employ their whole flock of invention in contri- 
ving new arts of prof u lion fafter than the moft parfimo- 
nious hufband can afford : And to compafs this work 
the more cffeftuallv, their univerfal maxim is to de- 
fpife and deteft ever/ thing of the growth and manu- 
fadlure of their own country, and moft to value what- 
cveir comes from the very remoteft parts of the globe. 
And I am convinced^ that, if the virtuofi could once 
Vol. X. Z Smc^V 
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find oat a world in the itioooy with a parage to it, oor 
women would wear nothing but what canre diredilj 
from thence. 

The prime coft of wine yearly imported to Ireland it 
valued at 30,000/. ; and the tea (including cofiee and 
chocolate) at five times that fum. Ihe lace, filfcs, 
callicoes, and all other unneceiTary ornaments for wo« 
men, includii g Fngiijh cloths and fluffs, a Ided to the 
former articles, make up (to compu^ grofsly) about 
400,000/. 

Now, if we fhould allow the 30,0©© /. wherein the 
women have their fhare, and which is all we have to 
comfort as, and deduft 70,000 /. more for over- reach- 
ing* there would ftill remain 300,000 A annually fpent,' 
for unwholefome drugs and unneceiTary finery. Which 
prodigious Turn would be wholly faved, and many thou-' 
lands of our miferable (hop-keepers and Aianufa^ureri 
comfortably fypported. 

Xet fpecul.tive people bufy their brains as much 
as thty pleafe, there is no other way to prevent this 
kingdom from finking for ever, than by utterly re* 
nouncine all foreign drefs and luxury. 

It isabfoluiely K) in fad, that every hulband, of any 
fortune in the kingdom, is nour;{hing a poifonons de- 
vouring ierpent in his bofom, with all i^e mifchief, but 
with none of its wifdom. 

If all the women were clad with the growth of their 
own country, they might ftill vye with each other in the 
courfe of foppery, and dill have room left to vye with 
each other, and equally fhew their wit and judgment 
in deciding upon tlie variety of /rj/& fluffs. And, \( * 
they could be contented with their native whoJefome 
flops for breakf ail, we fhould hear no more of thcii 
fpleen, hyflerics, cholics, palpitations, and aUhmas, 
They might ^\\\ be allowed to ruin each other, and 
their hufbands at play, becanfe the money loft would 
only circulate among ourfelves. 

IVIy Lord, I fieely own it a wild imagination, that 

any words will cure the fottiihnefe of men, or the va« 

nity of women ; but the kingdom is in a fair way of 

prodacmg the moll cffedual remedy, when there will 

not be mtnty left fot the comxA^iv ^^vvt^t ^f buying 
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and fdling the very neceflaries of life in our markets, 
unlefa we abfd^utely change the whole method of our 
proceedings. 

The corporation of weavers in woollen and £Ik, 
who have u> frequently oflTered propofals both to your 
Grace and to me, are the hotted and coldeil generation 
of men that I have Igiown. About a month ago, they 
Attended your Grace, when I had the honour to be 
with you, and dciigned me the fame favour. They 
defired you would recommend to your clergy to wear 
gowns oi Irijh duffs, which might probably fpread the 
example among all their brethren in the kingdom ; 
und, perhaps, among the lawyers and gentleinen of the 
nniveriity, and among the citizens of thole corpora « 
don& who appear in gowns on folemn occaiions. I 
then mentioned a kind of llufF, not above eight pence 
a yard, which ( heard had been contrived by fome or 
the trade, and was very convenient, I defired they 
would prepare fome of that, or any fort of black (lud*, 
OD a certain day, when your Grace would appoint as 
many clergymen as could readily be found to meet at 
yoor palace, and there give their opinions ; and that, 

Jonr Grace's viiitatton approaching, you could then 
lave the beft opportunity of feeing what could be done 
jn a matter ot fuch confequence, as they feemed to 
jthink, to the woollen manufadure. But indead of at* 
lending, as was expeded, they came to me a fortnight 
Hfter with a new propofal, that fomething fhould be 
written, by an acceptable and able hand, to promote in 
general the wearing of home manufadlures, and their 
civilities would fix that work upon me. I a iked if 
they had prepared the fluffs, as they had promifed, and 
your Grace expeded ; but they had not made the lead 
fiep in the matter, nor, as it appears, thought of it 
more, 

I did, fome years ago, propofe to the mailers and 
principal dealers in the home roanufadures of filk and 
wool, that they fhould meet together ; and, after ma- 
tore coniideration, publifh advertifements to the fol- 
lowing purpofe. 

That, in order to encourage the wearing of /r/y^ma- 
fui&dores in ii& and woollen, they gave notice to the 
Z 2 XiO^^\x^ 
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nobility and gentry of the kingdom, That they the 
under figned, would enter into bonds for themfelvcs, 
and for each other, to fell the feveral forts of duffs, 
cloths, and filks, made to the beft perfedion they were 
able, for certain fixed prices j ana in fuch a manner, 
that, if a child were fent to any of their (hops, the buy-i. 
er might be fccure of the value and goodnefs, and mea- 
fure of the ware : And, left this might be thought to 
look like a monopoly, any other n)ember of the trade 
mi^ht be admitted, upon fuch conditions asihould be 
agreed on. And, if any perfon whatfoever Ihould com- 
plain that he was ill ufed in the value and goodnefs of 
what he bought, the matter (hould be examined, the 
perfon injured be fully fatisfied by the whole corpora, 
tlon, without delay, and the difhoneft feller be itruck 
oat of the fociety, unlefs it appeared evidently that the 
failure proceeded only from miftake. 

The mortal danger is, that if thefe dealers could pre- 
vail, by the goodnefs and cheapnefs of their cloths and 
ftufFs, ti give a turn to the principal people of Ireland 
in favour of their goods, they would relapfe into tKe 
knavifh practice peculiar to this kingdom, which is apt 
to run through all trades, even fo low as a common 
ale-feller ; who, as foon as he gets a vogue for his 
liquor, and outfells his neighbours, thinks his cfedit 
will put off the worft he can buy, till his cuftomers 
will come no more. Thus I have known at London, in 
a general mourning, the drapiers dye black all their 
old damaged goods, and fell them at double rates, then 
complain and petition the court, that they are ready 
to ftarvc by the continuance of the mourning. 

Therefore, f fay, thofe principal weavers, who would 
enter into fuch a compact as 1 have mentioned, mufl 
give fulHcient fecurity againft all fuch practices :' For, 
if once the women can perfuade their hulbands that 
foreign goods, befides the finery, will be as cheap, and 
do more fervice, our laft Aaie will be worfe than the 
firft. 

I do not here pretend to digeft pcrfcdlly the method 
by which thefe principal fliop keepers (hall proceed in 

fuch 
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foch a proDofal ; but my meaning is clear enough, and 
cannot reaibnably be objected againft. 

We have feen what a defb-udtive lofs the kingdom 
received^ by the deteftable fraud of the merchants, or 
northern linen^weavers, or both ; notwithflanding all 
&e care of the governors at that board, when we had 
an offer of commerce with the Spaniards for our linen, 
to the value, as I am told, of 300,000 /. a year. Bat» 
while we deal like pedlars, we fhall praAife like ped- 
lars, and facrifice all hone^y to the prefsnt urging ad- 
vantage. 

What I have faid may ferve as an anfwer to the de- 
fire made me by the corporation of weavers, that I 
would offer my notions to the public. As to any thing 
farther, let them apply themfelves to the parliament in 
their next feflion. Let them prevail on the Houfe of 
Commons to grant one very reafonable requefl; and C 
ihall think theie is ftill fome fpirit left in the nation^ 
^hen I read a vote to this purpofe : Refolved, nemine 
tmaradiante^ That this Hoiife will, for the future, wear 
no cloths but fuch as are made of Irijh growth, or of 
Irifi> manufa^ure, nor will permit their wives or chil- 
dren to wear any other : And that they will, to the ut- 
moft, endeavour to prevail with their friends, relations, 
dependents, and tenants to follow their example. And 
if, at the /ame time, they could banifh tea, and coffee, 
and china-w^e out of their families, and force t'aeir 
wives to chat their fcandal over an infuiion of fage, or 
other wholefome domedic vegetables, we might poiTibly 
be able to fubfill, and pay our abfentees, penfioners, 
generals, civil officers, appeals, colliers, temporary tra- 
vellers, ftudents, fchoolboys, fplenetic vifitcrs oi Bath, 
Tmnbridge^ and Epfom^ with all other fmaller drains, by 
fending our crude unwrought goods to ^ngland^ and 
receiving from thence, and all other coutitries, nothing 
i>ot what is fully manufadtured, and keep a few pota-- 
toes and oatmeal for our own fubiidence. 

1 have been, for a dozen years paft, wifely progno- 

fticating the prefent condition of this kingdom; which 

any human creature, of common fenfe, could foretel, 

with, as little fagacity as myfelf. My meaning is, that 

Z 3 a con- 
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a confumptive body mull needs die, which hath (pent 
all its fpirics, and received no nourifhment. Yet 1 am 
often tempted to pity, when I hear the poor farmer and 
cottager lamenting the hardnefs of the times, and im- 
puting them either to one or two ill feafons, which bet- 
ter climates than ours are more expofed to ; or to fcar« 
city of filver, which, to a nation of liberty, would pnly 
be a flight and temporary inconvenience^ to be remo- 
ved at a month's warning. 
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AN S W E R 

TO SEVERAL 

LETTERS from unknown' Persons, 

Written in the Year m^dcc,zxix. 



Gentlemen, 

I A M inclined to think that I received a letter from 
you two * la ft iumaiery direded to DuSiin, while I 
was in the country » whither it was fent me, and I or* 
dcred an anfwer to it to be printed ; but, it feems, it 
- bad little effed, and I fuppofe this will have not much 
more. But the heart of this people is waxed groi's, and 
' thcfir ear3 are dull of hearing, and their eyes they have 
' dofed. And, gentlemen, I am to tell you another 

• thing : That the world is too regardlefs of what wc 
tvrite for the public good : That, after we have deli- 
vered our thoughts, without any profped of advantage 
or of reputation, which latter is not to be had bat by 
fabfcribing eur names, we cannot prevail upon a prin- 

.ter to be at the charge offending it into the world, on- 
' Jefs we will be at all, or half the expence : And, al« 

• though we are willing enough to beftow our labours, 
we think it unreafonable to be out of pocket ; becaufe 

' it, probably, may- not conhft wiih the iituation of our 
affairs^. 

I do very mnch approve your good intentions, and, 
in a great meafure, your manner of declaring them ; 
and 1 do imagine yon intended that the world fhould 
not only know your fentiments, but my anfwer, which 
I ihall impartiaUy give. 

That great Prelate, in whofe cover you diredled your 
Ictteri fent it to me chis morning; and I begin my an- 
• • . five; 

• Truimau tad L^tld, 
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fwer to-night, not knowing what interruption I mzf 
meet with. 

I have ordered your letter to be printed, es it ought 
to be, along with my anfwer ; becaufe, I conceive, it 
will be more acceptable and informing to the king- 
dom. 

1 (hall therefore now go op to anfwer your letter in 
all manner of iincerity. 

Although your letter be dircSed to me, yet I tak^ 
myfelf to be only an imaginary perfon : For although 
I conjefture 1 had iformerly one ftpm you, yet 1 never 
anfwered it otherwife than in print ; neither was I at 
a lofs to know the reafons why fo many people of this 
kingdom were tranfporting themfelves to America. And, 
if this encouragement were owing to a pamphlet writ- 
ten, giving an account of the country of Ptnjylimniit^ 
to tempt people to go thither ; I do declare that thofc 
who were tempted, by fnch a narrative, to fuch a jpor- 
ney, were fools, and the author a moH impudent; knave; 
at ieail, if it be the fame pamphlet I faw when it firft 
canve out, which b above twenty-five years agp». dedi- 
cated to JVilfiam^Pen^ (whom by. a miitake, yoi). caj^. Ot 
iVilltam Pen) and %ling him, by a4thoi:ity. of tl)e 
Scripture, Molt Noble Governor. For I was very wc^l . 
acquainted with Pen, and did, fome years ^ftjer, ^|k 
with him upon that pamphlet, a^nd the impudence of 
the author, who ipoke fb many things m praife of 
the foil and climate, whicb Pen himieif did abiolute- 
ly contradict For he did aifure me, that tbi^ country 
wanted the ihelter of mountains which left it open to the 
northern winds from Hudfonh B«^ and the fraxett Stfl, 
which deilroyed all plantations of tree's, and w.^9 even * 
pernicious to all coxnmon' vegetables. But, indeed, 
NenAj Tork^ Firgtma, and other parts lefs northward, or 
more. defended by mountains, are defcribed as excel, 
lent countries ; but, upon, what conditions of advan- 
tage foreigners go thither, I am yet to feek. 

What evils our people avuia by running from hence, 
is eafier to be determined. They conceive th^mielves 
to live under the tyj^anny of moiicrud exading land- 
lords, wjio have no view further than increafipg 
. their rent-rolls. SiconJfy, Yoa complain of the want 

of 
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of trade, whereof you feem not to know the reafon. 
Thirdly^ You lament molt juftly the money fpent by 
abientees in England, Fourthly^ You complain that 
your linen manufadure declines. Fiftl{u That your 
tythe-colledors opprefs you. Sixthly, That your chil- 
dren have no hopes of preferment in the church, the 
revenue, or the army ; to which you might have ad- 
ded the law, and ail civil employments wtiatloever. 
Se'ventbly, Yoii are undone for want of filver, and 
want all other money. 

I could eafily add fome other motives, which, to 
men of fpirjt, who defire and expcd, and think they 
deferve the common privileges of human nature, would 
be of more force than any you have yet named to drive 
them out of this kingdom. But, as thefe fpeculations 
may probably not much afFeft the brains of your p ople, 
1 ihall chufe to let them pais unmentioncd. Yet I can- 
not but obfervc, that my very good and virtuous friend, 
his Excellency Burnet (O Jilt 9 ner tttli .,iJigne parente !) 
Jiath not hitherto been able to perfuade his valTals, by his 
oratory in the ftyle of a comniand, to fettle a revenue 
iDn his Vice-Royal Pcrfon. I have been likewife af- 
fared, that, in one of thofe colonies on the continent, 
which nature hath fo far favoured, as (by the in- 
daftryof the inhabitants) to produce a great quantity 
of excellent rice ; the flubbornnefs of the people, who 
having been told that the world was wide, took it into 
their heads that they might fell their own rice at what- 
(Cver foreign market they pleafed, and feem, by their 
practice, very unwilling to quit that opinion 

But, to return to my fubjed : 1 muft confefs to you 
both, that« if one reafon pf your people's deierting us, 
be the defpair of things growing better in their own 
country, I have not one fyllable to anfwer ; becaufe 
that would be to hope for what is impoifible ; ana fo 
1 have been telling the public thefe ten years. For, there 
are three events which muft precede an/ fuch bleifing : 
Firftt A liberty of trade; Secondly y A (hare of prefer- 
ments in all kinds, equal to the Britijh natives ; and. 
Thirdly, A return of thofe abfentees, who take away al- 
moil one half of the kingdom's revef*ue. As to the 
/ir/t and /econd^ there is nothing left vx% L\3X d&C^^w 
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and, for the thirds it will never happen till the \anig'» 
dom hath no money to fend them, for which, in my 
own particalar, I (hoald not be forry. 

The exadiion of landlords hath indeed been a grie- 
vance of above twenty years landing. But, as to what 
yoQ objed about thefevere claufes relating to improve* 
ment, the fault lies wholly on the other fide : For the 
landlords, either by their ignorance or gretdinefs of 
making large rent-rolls, have performed this matter To 
ill, as we fee by experience, that there is not ^ one 
tenant in five hundred who hath made any improve- 
ment worth mentioning. For which 1 appeal to any 
inan who rides through the kingdom, where little is 
to be found among the tenants, but beggary and defo« 
lation ; the cabbins of rfie Scotch themff Ives, in TJl&er^ 
being as dirty and miferable as thofe of the wildeft 
Ir'tjh. Whereas good firm penal claufes for improve* 
ment, with a tolerable eafy rent and areafonable period 
of time, would, in twenty years, have increafed the lenu 
of Ireland 2it lead a third part in the intrinfic v.olue. 

/ am glad to hear you fpeak with fome decency of 
the clergy, and to impute the exadtions you lament to 
the managers or farmers of the ty thes. But you entire- 
ly miiiake the fad : For I defy the oioft wicked and 
(nod powerful clergyman in the kingdom to oppreis the 
meanefl farmer in the parifh ; and I defy the fame 
dcrgynian to prevent himfelf from being cheated by 
the fame farmer, whenever that farmer (hall be diibo* 
f^d to be knavifh or peevifh- For, although the Umer 
ty thing teller is more advantageous to the clergy thaa 
^Xiy other in the kingdom, yet the miniftcr.cin de- 
mand no more than his tenth ; and, where the com 
much exceeds the fmall tythes, as, except in fome di- 
ftridks, r am told it always doth, he is at the mercy of 
every ilubborn farmer, efpecially of thofe whofe fed as 
well as intereft incline them to oppofition. However^ 
1 take it that your people, bent for Amtrica^ do not 
ibew the bell part ot their prudences in. making this 
one part of their complamt : Yet they are fo far wife as 
not to make the payment of tythes a fcruple of con- 
fcience, which is too grofs for any Proteftant dilTenter, 
rxc^pt a Qn^Jcer, to pretend. Bift, do your people in- 
deed 
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AittA tliink, that, if tythes were abolifk^d, or delivered 
mto the hands ofthe landlord, after the bkiled manner 
in the Scotch fpiritaal oeconomy, that the tenant w«ald 
£.t eafier in hit rent under the fame peribn, who muft 
be lord of the foil and of the tythe together ? 

I am ready enough to grant, that the opprcffion of 
landlords, the utter ruin of trade, with its ntcefLry 
Gonfequence the .want of money, half the revrnues of 
the kingdom fpent abroad, the continued dearth of 
three yt,'2it%y and the ftrong delufion in \our peoplr by 
falfe allurement from Jmerica, may be tht ch ei motives 
of their eagernefs after furh an expedition. But there 
is likewife another temptation, which is not of incon- 
fiderable weight ; which is, their itch of living in a 
country where their fed is predominant, and where 
fheir eyes and confciences will not be offended by the 
iliunbling-block of ceremonies, habits, arid fpiritual 
titles. 

Bat r was furprifed to find that thofe calamities, 
whereof we are innocent, have been fufficient to drive 
many families out of their country, who had no rea- 
ion to complain of oppreiiive landlords. For, while 
I was iaft year in the northern parts, a perfon of qua* 
lity, whofe eflate was let above twenty years ago, and 
then at a very reafonable rent, iome for teafe^ of li ves, and 
ibme perpetuities, did, in a few months, purchafe eleven 
of thefe leafes at a very inconiiderable price) although 
they were two years ago reckoned to pay but half value. 
From whence it is manifefl that our prefent miferable 
condition, and the dismal profped of worfe, with other 
reafons above afligned, are fufficient to put m^n upon 
trying this defpcrate experiment of changing the fcene 
they ate in, although landlords (hould, by a miracle, 
become lefs inhuman. 

There is hardly a fcheme propofed for improving 
the trade of this kingdom, which doth not manifeft- 
ly fhew the flupidity and ignorance of the propofer : 
And I laugh with contempt at thofe weak wife heads 
who proceed iipon general maxims, or advife us to fol- 
low the examples of HoUana and England, Theie em- 
pirics talk by rote, without underltandine the confti- 
tDtiontf the kingdom ; as if a phyiician) kivQ^vck%,\L'^ 
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exercifc contributed much to health, fhould prcfcribe. 
to his patient under a fit of the gout, to walk ten miles 
every morning. The diredlions for Ireland are very 
Ihort and plain, To encour 'ge agriculture and home- 
confumption, and utterly difcard all importations which 
are not abfolutely neceffary for health or life. And how 
few neceffaries, conveniencics, or even comforts of life,; 
are denied us by nature, or not to be attained by la- 
bour and induftry ? Are thofe dcteftable extravagan* 
cies of Flanders'XdLCty Englijh-cloihs made of our own 
wool, and other goods, Italian or Indian filks, tea, 
coffee, chocolate, China-Vf^rc, and that profufion of 
wines, by the knavery of merchant- growing dearer 
cv ry feafon, with a hundred unneceflary fopperies, bet- 
ter known to others than me : Are thefe, I fay, fit for 
us, any more th^n for the beggar who could not eat 
his vcai without oranges ? Is it not the higheft indig* 
nity to human nature, that men fhould be fuch pof- 
trons, as to fuffcr the kingdom and thcmfelves to be 
undone, by th.i vanity, the folly, the pride and wan- 
tonnei's of th^ir wives; who, under their prefenc cor- 
ruptions, fcem to be a kind of animal fufFered, for 
our fins, to be fent into the world for the deflrudtion 
of families, focictief , and kingdoms, and whofe whole 
ftudy feems direftly to be as expenfive as they pofiibly 
can, in every ufelefs article of living; who, by long 
practice, can reconcile the moft pernicious foreign 
drugs to rheir health and pleafure, provided they are 
but expenfive ; as ftarlings grow fat with henbane ; 
who contrail a robuftnefs by mere praftice of floth and 
luxury ; who can p'ay deep feveral hours after ?nid- 
night, fleep beyond noon, revel upon Indian poifons, 
and fpend the revenue of a moderate family, to adorn 
a naufeous, unwholefome living carcafe ? Let thofe few, 
who are not concerned in any part of this accufation, 
fuppofe it unfaid ; let the reft take it among them. 
Gracious God ! in his mercy, look down upon a nati- 
on fo fhamefully befotted. 

If I am poflefledof an hundred pounds a year, and, 
by fome n^islortune it finks to fifty, without a pofiibi- 
lity of ever being retrieved : Does it remain a queftion, 
in fuch an exigency, what I am to do ? Mull not I re« 

trencK 
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trencli one half in every article of ex pence ? Or, re- 
tire to fome cheap, diflant pare of the country, where 
neceiTaries are at half value ? 

Is there any mortal who can (hew me, unde): the 
drcumftances we ftand with our neighbours, under 
their inclinations towards us, under laws never to be 
repealed, under the defolation caufed oy abfentees, 
under many other circumftances not to be mentioned, 
that this kingdom can e\er be a nation of trade, or fab« 
fift by any other method than that of a reduced family, 
by the atmoft parfimony, in the manner 1 have already 
prefcribed ? 

I am tired with letters from many unreafonable well- 
neaning people, who are daily preffing me to deliver 
my thoughts in this deplorable jundlure ; which, upon 
many others, 1 have fo often done m vain. What will 
it import^ that half a fcore people, in a coffee-houfe, 
may happen to read this paper, and even the majority 
of thofe few, differ in every fentiment from me ? \{ the 
farmer be not allowed to low his corn, if half th- little 
money among us be fent to pay rents to Irijh abfentces, 
and the reft for foreign luxury, and drefs for the women, 
ivhaft will our charitable difpoiitions avail, when there 
is nothing left to be given ? When, contrary to all 
cuftom and example, all necefTaries of life are fo exor- 
bitant, when money of all kinds was never known to 
be fo fcarce ? So that gentlemen of no contemptible 
eftates are forced to retrench in every article (except 
what relates to their wives) without being able tofhew 
anjf bounty to the poor. 
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ANSWER 

TO SEVERAL 

Letters fent me from unknown Hands.- 

Written in the Year m,dcc,xxix. 

I Am very well pleafed with the good opinion yoo 
exprefs of me, and wi(h it were any way in my 
power to anfwer your expedlatlons for the fcrvice of 
my country. J have carefully read your feveraf 
fchemes and propofals, which you think ftiould be 
offered to the parliament. In anfwer, I will affune 
you, that, in another place, I have known very good 
propofals rejeded with contempt by public affc^ml^ies, 
merely becaufe they were offered from without doors ; 
and yours perhaps might have the fame fate, efpeciall]^ 
if handed into the public by me, who am not acquaint- 
ed with three members, nor have the Icaft intereft with 
one. My printers have been twice profecuted, to my 
great expence, on account of difcouries I writ for the 
public fervice, without the Icaft reflexion on parties or 
perfbns ; and the fuccefs I had in thofe of the Drapier 
was not owing to my abilities, but to a lucky junfture, 
when the tuel was ready for the firft hand that would 
be at the pains of kindling it. It is true, both thoie 
envenomed profecutions were the workmanfhip of a 
judge, who is now gone to his own place*. But, let 
that be as it will, I am determined henceforth never to 
be the inftrument of leaving an innocent man at the 
^ercy of th.:t bench. 

It is certain, there are feverJ particulars relating to 

this kin^:dom, (1 have mentioned a few of them in one 

. of my Drapier's letters) which it were heartily to be 

wiihed 
• Lord Chief- Juftjcc Whitflied^ 
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wifhcff that the Parliament would take under their con- 
fideration fuch as will nowife interfere with England^ 
otherwife than to. its advantage. 

The firft I fhall mention is touched ^at in a letter 
which I received from one of you, Gentlemen, about 
Ae highways ; which, indeed, are almoft every where . 
fcandaToudy negleiled. I know a very rich man in 
this city, a true lover and faver of his money, who, 
being pofleiTed of fomc adjacent lands, hath been at 
great charge in repairing efreftually the roads that 
lead to them ; and hath affured me, that his lands are 
thereby advanced four or five (hillings an acre, by 
which he gets treble intereft. But, generally fpjakmg, 
ftll over the kingdom, the roa'^s are deplorable ; and, 
what is more particularly rarbar>)us, there is no fort 
•f provifion made for travellers on foot; no, not near 
this city, except in a very few places, and in a mod 
wretched manner : Whereas the EngUJh are fo parti- 
cularly careful in this point, that you may travel there 
tn hundred milfes with lefs inconvenience than one 
mik here. But, fince this may '^e thought too great 
a reformation, I (hall only fpeak of roads for horfes, 
carriages, and cattle. 

htlemd is, £ think, computed to be one third fmaller 
than England \ yet, by fonie natural di advantages, it 
would not bear quite the fame proportion in value,* 
with the fame encouragement. However, it hath fo 
happened, for many years paft, that it never arrived to 
above one eleventh part in point of riches ; and, of 
lite, by the continual decreafe of trade and increafc of 
abientees, with other circumflances not here to be 
mentioned, hardly to a fifteenth part ; at leaft, if my 
calculations be right, which I doubt are a little too 
favourable on our fide. 

Now, fuppofing day-labour to be cheaper by one 
half here than in England^ and our roads, by the nature 
of our carriages and the defolation of our country, to 
be not worn and beaten above one eighth part fo much 
as thofe of England^ which is a very mod rate compu- 
tation 5 I do not fee why the mending of them would 
be a greater burthen to this kingdom than to that. 

A a 2 ^\kR\^ .v^ 
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There have been, I believe, twenty a6ts of parlia- 
inenty in fix or feven years of the late King * » for 
mending long tradls of impaiTable ways in feveral 
countries of Englaniij by eredling turnpikes, and re* 
ceiving paiTage-money in a manner that every body 
knows. If what I have advanced be true, it would 
be hard to give a reafbn againft the lame praflice herC) 
fince the necefliiy is as great, the advantage in propor- 
tion perhaps much greater, the materials of ftone and 
gravel as eafy to be found, and the workmanihip at 
leail twice as cheap. Beildes, the work may be done 
gradually, with allowances for the poverty of the na* 
tion, by fo many perch a year ; but with a fpecial care 
to encourage ikill and diligence, and to prevent fraud 
in the undertakers, to which we are too liable, and 
which are not always confined to thofe of the meaner 
fort : But againil thefe, no doubt, the wildom of the 
nation niay, and will provide. 

Another evil, which, in my opinion, deferves tht 
public care, is the ill -management of the bogs, the 
iiegled whereof is a much greater mifchief to thit 
kingdom than moil people feem to be aware of 

It is allowed indeed^ by thofe who are edeemed moft 
ikilful in fuch matters, that the xtdi fwelling mofiTy 
bog, whereof we have fo many large trads in thij 
ifland, is not by any means to be fully reduced ; but 
the ikirts, which are covered with a green coat, eafily 
may, being not an accretion, or annual growth of mofS} 
like the other. 

Now, the landlords are generally too carelefs that 
they fu^er their tenants to cut their turf in thefe ikirtSy 
as well as the bog adjoined, whereby there is yearly 
loft a confiderable quantity of land throughout the 
kingdom, never to be recovered. 

But this is not the greateft part of the mifchief. For 
the main bog, although perhaps not reducible to na- 
tural foil, >et, by continuing large, deep, flraight 
canals through the middle, cleaned at proper times, at 
low as the channel or gravel, would beccme a fecure 
fummer-pallure ; the margins might, with great profit 
and ornament, be filled with quickins, birch, and other 
trees proper for fuch a foil, and the canals be convenient 

for 
• King George I» 
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fw water-carriage of the turf, which is now drawn 
upon fled-cars with great expence, difficulty, and lofs 
of time, by reafon of the many turf- pits fcattered ir- 
regularly through the bog, wherein great numbers of 
cattle are yearly drowned. And it hath been, I con- 
feis, to me a matter of the greateft vexation as well as 
wonder, to think how any landlori could be fo abfuri 
as to fulFer fuch havock to be made. 

All the a£ls for encouraging plantations of forcft-treea 
arc, I am told, extremely defedlive ; which, with great 
fabmiffion, muft have been owing to a defedt of /k'il in 
the contrivers of them. In this climate, by the con- 
tinual blowing of the Weft-ibuth-weft wind, hardly any 
tree of value will come to pertedtion that is not. planted 
in groves, except very rarely, and where there is much 
land-ihelter. I have not, indeed, read all the afts ; 
bat, from inquiry, I cannot learn that the planting in 
eroves is enjoined. And, as to the efFeds of thefc laws, 
I have not feen the lead, in many hundred miles riding, 
except about a very few gentlemens houfes, and even 
thofe with very little fkill or fucccfs. In all the reft, the 
hedges generally mifcarry, as well as the larger (lender 
twigs planted upon the tops of ditches, merely for want 
•f common fkill and care. 

I do not beli;:ve that a greater and quicker profit could 
be made, than by planting larjje groves of afh, a few 
feet afunder, which in feven years would make thj bcft 
kind of h p-poles, and grow in the fame, or lefs time, 
to a fecond crop from their roots. 

It would likewif^ be of great ufe and beauty in our 
defart fcenes, to oblige all tenant^ and cottagers to plant 
aih or elm before their cabbins, and roan J their potatoe- 
gardens, where catde either do not, or ought not to come 
to deHroy them. 

The common objeflions againft all this, drawn from 
the lazinefs, the pervcrfcnels, or thisviih difpofition of 
the poor native /r//^, might be eafily anfwered, by 
(hewing the true reafons fjr fuch accufations, and how 
eafily thofe people may be brought to a lefs favagc 
manner of life: But my printers have already fufFered 
too much for my fpeculations. However, fuppofm^tKe. 
fikc of a native's underftanding '^\xil ec^M^LV x.o >^'^x. ^^ ^ 
A a 3 ^^^ 



«8a ANSWER te Lettbrs 

dog or horfe, I have often feen thofe two animals to be 
civilized by rewards, at leafl as much as by puniih- 
ments. 

It woald be a noble atcbievement to abolifli the Irijb 
language in this kingdom, fo far at leaf! as to oblige all 
the natives to fpeak only Englijh on every occafion of 
bufinefs, in (hops, markets, fairs, and other places of 
dealing : Yet I am wholly deceived if this might not 
be effedoally done in lefs than half an age, and at a 
very trifling expence ; for fuch I look upon a tax to be, 
of only fix thoufand pounds a year, to accomplifh fb 
great a work. This would, in a great meafurc, civilize 
the rood barbarous among them, reconcile them to oar 
cufloms and manner of living, and reduce great numbers 
to the national religion, whatever kind may then hap- 
pen to be eftablifhed. The method is plain and fimple ; 
and, although I am too defponding to produce it, yet 
I could heartily wifh fome pubKc thoughts were cn»- 
ployed to reduce this uncultivated people from that idle, 
iavage, beaflly, thievifh manner of life, in which they 
continue funk to a degree, that it is almofl impoflible for 
a country gentleman to £nd a fervant of human capacity, 
or the leaft tindure of natural hone fly ; or who does 
not live among his own tenants in continual fear of ha* 
ving his plantations deflroyed, his cattle flolen, and his. 
goods pilfered. 

The love, affeftion, or vanity of living in England^ 
continuing to carry thither fo many wealthy families, 
the confequcnces thereof, together with the utter lofs of 
all trade, except what is detrimental, which hath 
forced fuch great numbers of weavers and others to feek 
their bread in foreign countries, the unhappy pradlice 
«f locking fuch vaft quantities of land with fheep and 
other cattle, which rcduccth twenty families to one : 
Thefe events, I fay, have exceedingly depopulated this 
kingdom for feveral years paft. 1 Siould heart. ly wifh, 
therefore, under this miferable dearth of money, that 
thofe who are mofl concerned would think it advifeable 
to fave a hondred thoufand pounds a year, which is now 
fent out of this kingdom to feed us with corn. There 
is not an older or more uncontrovcrted maxim in the 

politics 
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politics of all wife nations, than that of encouraging, 
agricnlture. And, therefore, to what kind of wiidom 
a prafticc fo diredlly contrary among us may be reduced, 
J am by no means a judge If labour and people make 
the true riches of a nation, what muft be the ittue where 
one part of the people are forced away, and the other 
part have nothing to do ? 

If it fliould be thought proper by wifer heads, that his 
Majefty might be applied to in a national way, for gi- 
ving the kingdom leave to coin halfpence for its own 
iiic ; I believe no good fubjeft wiJl be under the leaft 
mppreheniion that fuch a requeft could meet with refu- 
fal, or the leaft delay. Perhaps we are the only king- 
dom upon earth, which did not enjoy that common 
right of civil fociety under the proper infpcdtion of its 
pnnce, or legiflature, to coin money of all ufual metals 
for its own occafions. Every petty Prince in Germany^ 
▼aflal to the Emperor, enjoys this privilege. And I 
have feen in this kingdom feveral filver pieces, with the 
infcription of Ci*uitas Waterford^ Droghedagh, and Other 
towns. 
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O C C A S I O N S. 
B J L L r S P E L L I NK 

By Dr S H E R I D J N. 

AL L you that would refine your blood. 
As pure as fam'd LleiAjeliyrty 
By waters clear, come ev'ry year. 
To drink at Ballyfpsllin. 

Tho* pox or itch, your Ikins enrich 

With rubies paft the telling, 
*Twill clear your llcin before you've beeft 

A month at Bally/pellin. 

If lady's cheek be green as leek 

When (he comes from her dwelling. 
The kindling roie withing it glows 

When (he's at Bailyjpeilin. * 

The footy brown, who comes from town, ^ 

Grows here as fair as Helen ; 
Then back (he goes to kill the beaux 

By dint of Bailyfpellin. 



Our ladies arc as frefh and fair 
As Rofs^ or bright Dunkellmg : 

* A famtas fpaw in the County of KUUuij. 



And 
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And Mars might make a fair miftake. 
Were he at Balh/fellin. 

We men fubmit as they think fit. 

And here is no rebelling ; 
The reafon^s plain , the ladies reign» 

They're queens at Balljjfpellin. 

By matchlefs charms, unconquerM arms« 
They have the power of quelling 

Such defpVatc foes as dar<? oppole 
Their pow'r at BMl{yJpeiUn. 

Cold water turns to fire, and barns, 

I know, becaufe f fell in 
A flream which came from one bright dame 

Who drank at BtUiyJpellin^ 

Fine beaux advance, equipt for dance, 
And bring their Anne or "Ntll in 

With fo much grace, I'm fure no place 
Can vye with BalljJpelUn. 

No politics, no fubtle tricks. 

No man his country felling. 
We eat, we drink, we never think 

OfthQCcat Ballj/fel/itt, 

The troubled mind, the puft with wind. 
Do all come heie Pell-Mell in j 

And, they are fure, to work their cure 
By drinking BaUyfpellin. 

If dropfy fills you to the gills, 
From chin to toe tho* fwelling, 

pour in, pour out, you cannot doubt 
A core at Balfy/^tllin. 



Deatk 
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Death throws no darts throagh all the(e paits» 

No fextons here are knelliog ; 
Come, J udge and Oy, yoa'U never dit^ 

Bat live at BsUjfpiiUn: 

Except you feel darts tipt with fieel. 

Which here are ev'ry belle in ; 
When from their eyes fweet ruin flics» 

We die at BdljJfilUm, 

Good chear, fweet air, ibach joy, no care^ 
Your fight» your lafte, your {melling. 

Your ears, your touchy tranfporteth much 
Each day at BaUjfptUm. 

Within this ground we all fleep foaad. 

No noify dogs a yelling ; 
Except you wake, for CteJia^s fake» 

All night at Sa/fj^Iiu. 

Here all you fee, both he and (he» 

No lady keeps her cell in ; 
But all partake the mirth we make 

Who drink at BaU^JfiUin^ 

My rhimes are gone, t think Tve none» 

Unlefs 1 (h6uld bring hell in ; 
gut fince I*m here to heav'n fo neai^ 

I can't at BmUj/fe/iim,' 



Vol. X. B k The 
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The A N: S W E R. 
By Dt SWJF T. 



DARE yoO difpute yow fawcy brute } 
And think there's no xebelling^ 
Your fcurvy lays, and fenl'eleia praife. 
You give to BallyJ^llin ^ 

Howe'eryou bounce; I here pronounce, 

' Your mea'cine is repelling J 

Your water's mad, and fcour^ the blood. 

When drank at Balljjptflin. . • . , 

Thofe pocky drabs, to cure tboir fcabs. 

You thither are cpnjpelling ^ 
Will back be fent, worfe tjian'they went, 

From nafty Baliyjpeliin. . ^ 

Liewuellyn why ? As well may I ' 

Name honeft doflor P^» ; 
So hard fometimes, you tug for rUo^^ 

To brin^ in Balljfftllin* 

No fubjeft fit to try your wit. 

When you went colonelling ; 
But dull intrigues ^twixt jades and teagoes, 

That met at -B^Z/K^f^/Vf. , 

Our lafTes fair, fay what you dare. 

Who fowing make with (helling, 
•At Market-Hill more beaux can kill, 

Than yours at Bally/pellin. 

WouM 
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Would I was whipt, when Sheelab ftript. 

To wa(h herfelf our wefl in ; 
A bum fo white, ne*er caffie in fight. 

At paultry BaUy/pellin. 

Your mawkins there, fmocks hemptH wear 

Of Holland^ not an ell in, 
No, not a rag, what e*er you brag,. 

Is found at Baily/pellin. 

But Tom^vfiVL pFate at any rate, 

Airothei* nymphs expelling : 
Becaufe he gets a few Gri/ets, 

At lottfy BaVyfptlUn. 

There's body Jam in yonder lane, 

Jufl o^r a|;ainft the Bill Un\ 
Where can 70ft meet t Iftfs Ar iffttt^ t 

Ronnd dl your £»I^;^JK. 

We kav« a gsrl, deferve« an earl* 

She caiB« from EmuJkiiUn j 
So fair fo yoang, no fach among 

The belles at ^a/^>^r/^ 

How woul(J yoa ftare, to fee her th6re» 

The foggy mift difpelling ; 
That cloud the brows, of every blowfe 

Who five^ at Bally/pellin. 

Now as. I live, I would not give 

A Sti*aiiriOT a Skelliftf 
To towfe and fcifs the faireft mifs 

That leaks at BaUyfpelUn. 

B b a Whar 
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Who e^cr will raife fach lies as thcfc, 

Dcferves a good cudgelling : •' 

Who falfly boafts of belles and toafts,. 

At dirty ' Bally/pelUn, 

My rhimes are gone, to all but one^ 

Which is, our trees are felling* 
As proper quite, as thofe you write, 

I'o force in Ballj/pellin. 

A R I D D L E; By Dr Delak t.' 

Infcribed to the Lady Ca K t e K et» 

I Reach all things near me, and far off to boot. 
Without flretching a finger, or ftirriog a foot* 
I take them all in too, to add to your wonder; . 
Tho' many and various, and brge and afoodejr. , 
Without joflling or crowding they pafs fide by fide, - 
Thro' a wonderful wicket, not half an inch wide: 
Then I lodge them at eafe in a very large ftorc. 
Of no breadth, or length* with a thoafand things nkorc. 
All this I can do without witchcraft or charm, 
Tho' fometimes they fay I bewitch, apd do harm j 
Tho* cold I inflame, and tho* quiet invade. 
And nothing can ihield from my fpell but a (hade. 
A thief that has robb'd you, or done you difgrace» 
In magical mirror Til ihew you his face : 
Nay, if you'll believe what the poets have (aid. 
They'll tell you 1 kill, and can call back the dead. 
Like conjurers fafe in my circle 1 dwell, 
I love to look black too, it heightens my fpell i 
Tho' my magic is mighty in every Hue, 
Who fee all my power muH fee it in Y O U- 
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The (kmc anfwered by Dr S w x f t» 

^V Your RU^ 1 ipjr. 
X obferre your wicket 
^^emni^d in by a thicket, 
-And wkatcrer pafles 
Xs ftninM thro' glaflcs. 
'^foa iaj it is qaiet, 
X fladj deny it : 
Jit wandcfs aboot, 

^Withoot ftirring oat, 

^o paffion fo weak 

^t ^ves it a tweak ; 

JLov6» joy, and dcrotion 

Set it adways in motion. 
^ And as for the tragic 

££[e& of his magtc, 

Which yoD fay it can kill. 

Or revive al its will. 

The dead are all found 

And revive above ground. 

After all you have writ. 

It cannot be wit. 

Which plainly docs follow, 

Since it flies from AfpolU. 

Its cowardice fuch. 

It cries at a touch, 

*Trs a perfedl milkfop. 

Grows dnink with a drop. 

Another great fault. 

It cannot bear fait; 

And a hair can difarm 

it of every charnl. 

^•^ 3 A RID. 
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A RIDDLE.' By Dr Swift, to my 
Lady C Ar TE RET* 

FROM Imliah burning clime I'm brought. 
With cooling gales like zephyrs fraught. 
Not Iris when ftie paints the fky, 
Can (hew more different hue than I; 
Nor can ftie change her form fo fall, 
J^m now a fail and now a mail. 
I here am red, and there am green, 
A beggar there, and here a queen« 
I fometimes live in houfe of hair, 
And oft in hand of lady fair. 
I pleafe the young, I grace the old. 
And am at once both hot and coM. 
Say what I am then if you can. 
And £nd the rhime, and you're the man. 

Anfwcred by Dr Sheridan. 

YOUR houfe of hair and lady's hand. 
At fird did put me to a Hand. 

I have it now, 'tis plain enough. 

Your hairy bus*nefs is 4l Muff, 
Your engine fraugitt with cooling gales, . 
At once fo like your m^il and fails^ 
And for the rhime to you re the man^ 
What £ts it better than a/^/r. 

The LOGICIANS refuted. 

LOGICIANS have but ill dcfiti'd 
As rational, the human kind \ 
Rcafon, they fay, belongs to man, 
But let them prove it, if they can. 

Wife 



SEVERAL OCCASIONS. 29^ 

Wife Arifiotle and Smtglefiust 

By ratiocinations fpectoas, 

Have ftrove to prove with great precifion^ 

With definition and diviiion. 

Homo eft ratione fraditum ; 

But, for my foul, I cannot credit *em. 

And mail, in fpiteofthem, maintain^ 

That man and all his ways are vain ; 

And that this boaflcd lord of nature 

Is both a weak and erring creature* 

That inftinft is a furer guide 

T'han reafon-boafting mortals pride ; 

And, that brute beafts are far before 'em, 

tieus eft anima hrutorum. 

Whoever knew an honeft brute. 

At law his neighbour profecute. 

Bring adlion for a^ault and battery. 

Or friend beguile with lies and flattery. 

O'er plains they ramble unconfin'd. 

No politics difiurb their mind ; 

They eat their meals, and take their /port. 

Nor know who's in or out at court. 

They never to the levee go 

To treat, as deareH friend, a foe : 

They never importune his grac^. 

Nor ever ciinge to men in place; 

Kor undertake a dirty job. 

Nor draw the quill to write for Bib. 

Fraught with invedive they ne'er go 

To folks at Pater-Nofter-Rb^ : 

No judges, fidlers, dancing mailers. 

No pick-pockets, or poetallcrs. 

Are known to honeil quadrupeds : 

No Angle brute his fellows leads. 

Brutes never meet in bloody fray. 

Nor cut each others throats for pay. 

Of beads, it is cpnfefs'd, the ape ^ 

Comes nearefl as in human fhape, 

Like 
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Like man he imitates each fa(hion. 
And malice is his ruling pailion ; 
But, both in malice and grimaces, 
A courtier any ape furpafles. 
Behold him humbly cringing wait 
Upon the miniftcr of ftate ; 
View him foon after to inferiofs 
Aping the condad of fuperiors : 
He promifes with equal air^ 
And to perform ta)ies equal care. 
He in his turn finds imitators. 
At court the porters,, lacqueys, waiters, 
Their matters' manners ftill contra^ 
And footmen, lords and dukes can a^ 
Thus, at the court, both great and fmall 
Behave alike, for all ape alL 

ODE ON SCIE N C E. . 

OH heav'nly born \ in deepeft ccHs 
If faireft fcience erer dwells 

Beneath the mofly cave i 
Indulge the verdure of the woods : 
With azure beauty gild the floods. 

And flow'ry carpets lave ; 
For melancholy ever reigns 
Delighted in the fylvan fccnes 

With fcientific light ; . 

While Dian' huntrefs of the vales 
Seeks lulling founds and fanning gales, 

Tha' rapt from mortal fight. 
Yet, goddefs yet, the way explore 
With magic rices and heathen lore 

Obftruaed and deprefe'd : 
'Till wifdom gave the facred nine. 
Untaught, not uninQ>ired to fhine. 

By reafon's power redrefs'd. 

Wken 
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When Sokm and Lycmrfus taught^ 
To moralize the human thought 

Of mad opinion's mazej 
To erring zeal they gave new laws. 
Thy charms, O liberty, the caafe 

That blends congenial rays, 
Bid bright Ajir<ea gild the morn> 
Or bid a hundred fans be born. 

To hecatomb the year; 
Without thy aid in vain the poles : 
In vain the Zodiac fyilem rolls : 

In vain the lunar fphere. 
Come, faireft princcfs of the throng. 
Bring fweet philofophy along 

In metaphyfic dreams ; 
While raptur'd bards no more behold 
A vernal age of purer gold 

In Heliconian dreams. 
Drive thraldom with malignant hand. 
To corfe fome other deflin'd land 

By folly led atf ray*: 
Itrnt bear on azure wing \ 
Energtc let her foar, and iing 

Thy univerfal fway. 
So when Amphion bade the \ytt 
To more majedic found afpire, 

Behold the madding throngi^ 
In wonder and oblivion drown'i 
To fculpture turn'd by magic found. 

And petrifying foog. 

^ The PUPPET-SHOW. 

TH E life of man to rcprefent, 
And turn it all to ridicule. 
Wit did a pufpet'Jbo«w invent, 
Where.the chief a^or is a fo^i* 

The 
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The gods of old were logs of woed. 
And worfhip was to fuffiti paid. 

In antic drefs the idol flood ^ 

And priefts and people bow'd the hefed* 

No wonder thea, if art bes^afly 

The finiple votaries to frame. 
To fhape in timber foolifh many 

And confecrate the hUcito fame. 

From hence poetic fancy learn'd 

That trees might rife from human forms. 

The body to a trunk be turn'd, 
And branches iflue from the arms. 

Thus Dadalui and Qnjid too, 

That man^s a blockhead have confeft, 

Pc*wel and Stretch \ the hint purfoe, 
Life is the farce, the^world a jef{. 

The fame great truth Soutb-Sea J hath ptdvM 
On that fam*d theatre, the alfy^ 

Where thoufands by dircAors niov'd 
Are now fad monument» of folly. 

What Momui ^as of old to 7(7»i;# 

The fame £r«r/f y«/>r is how J ' 

The former was i?«^oj» above 

The latter is a PM^ch betew. 

This fleeting fcene is but a fl^e. 

Where various/images appear. 
In different parts of youth and age 

Alike the prince and peafant fhare. 



f Two puppet-Aow men. 

} See the poem on tht ^atb-Se^ proje^, p. 130. 



Aacl 
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Some draw our eyes by being grea(» 
Falfe pomp conceals mere wood wiith»i» 

And leg Ida tors rang'd ia Hate 
Are oft but wiidojai i^ machine. 

A dock may chance to wear a crown^ 

And timber as a lord take pl;^e^ 
A ftatue may put on a frowa 

And cheat us with. 4 tb inking face* 

Others are blindly led away. 

And made to adt for ends unknown. 
By the mere fpring of wires thjcy play 

And fpe^k in language ivott their own. 

Too oft, alas J a fcotding wife 

Ufnrps a jolly fellow's throne. 
And many drink tj^e cup ot life, 

Mix*d and embilterM by a Jo€m^ 

In fhort, whatever men purfqe 

Of pleaAire, folly, war, or love ; 
This mimic-rac^ brifjgs all to view, 

Alike they drefs, they talk, thpymovv. 

Go on,, great Stvttcb^ wkk aitful hand» 

MorlaU to pleaie ai^d to deride. 
And when death breaks thy vitaF band, 

Thou (halt put on a/x^///V pride* 

ThP^ (bait in puny wood be fhewn, 
• Thy image fhajl preferve thy famr« 
Ages to conie thy^WQ^th (hall own, 
F6iiit at thy linabs, and tejl thy naaie» 

Tell 7W He draws a fara in vain, 

Be(bre he ^ooks in nature^s glafs, 
P«ff J cannot ibrm a witty fcene. 

Nor Pedantry for humour pa(s. 
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To make men aft as fenfelefs wood» 

And chatter in a myftic drain, 
Is a mere force on fleih and blood, 
' And (hews foine error in the brain. 

He that would thus refine on thee. 

And turn thy ftage into a fchool. 
The jcft of Punch will ever be, 

And ftand confeft the greater fboL 

On Psyche*. 

AT two afternoon for our P/ycbi inquire. 
Her teakettle^s on, and her fmock at the fire i 

So loitering, fo aftive ; fo bufy^ fo idle. 

Which hath fhe rood need of, a fpur or a bridle ? 

Thus, a greyhound our runs the whole pack in a race. 

Yet would rather be hangM than he'd leave a warm place. 

She gives you fuch plenty, it puts you in pain ; 

But ever with prudence takes care of the main. 

To pleafe you, fhe knows how to chufe a nice bit; 

For her tafle is almoft as rcfin'd as her wit. 

To oblige a good friend, (he will trace ev'ry market. 

It would do your heart good, to fee how (he will cark it. 

Yet beware of her arts, for it plainly appears. 

She faves half her viduals, by feeding your ears* 

To Mrs Houghton of Bormant upon 
praifing her hulband to Dr Sw i ft. 

YOU alwa]^s are making a god of your fpouie* 
But this neither reafon nor confcience allows | 
Perhaps you will fay, 'tis in gratitude due. 
And you adore him, hecaufe he adores yon* 
Your argument*s we&k, and fo you will find. 
For you, by this rule, muft adore all mankind* 

o« 

• Mrs Sic AN, a very iftgenious well.bred lady, wife to Mr 
JoHK SieA.it f aa eminent Grocer in DMm, 
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On the collar of Mrs Di n g ley's lap-dog. 

PRAY Heal me not, Vm Mrs Diugley% 
Whofe heart in this four-footed thing lies. 

A left-handed letter to Dr She hid an*. 

SIR, 

DELANY reports it, and he has a (hrewd tongae. 
That we both are the part o/ the clown and 
cow-dang ; 
We lye cramming oarfelves, and are ready to burft^ 
Vet ftill are no wifer than we were at firft. 
Padet haec opprobria, I freely muft tell ye» 
Bt diu potoiflcy et non potuiile refelli. 
rho' Dbl ANY advis'd you to plague me no longer, 
Yott reply and rejoin like Hoadly of Bangon 
[ moft now, at one fitting, pay oiFmy old fcore: 
How aany to anfwer ? One, two, three, four^ 
But becaufe the three former are long ago* paft, 
rOiall, for method fake, begin with the lafl. 
You treat me like a hoy that knocks down his foe. 
Who, ere t*other gets up, demands the rifing blow. 
Yet I know a young rogue, that thrown flat on the field^ 
Would, as he lay under, cry out. Sirrah, yield : 
So, the French^ when our generals foundly did pay 'em. 
Went triumphant to church, and fang Houtly Te Deum : 
So the famous Tom Letgh, when quite run a*ground» 
Comes off by out4aughing the company round. 
In ev^ry vile pamphlet you'll read the fame fancies. 
Having thus overthrown all our further advances. 
My offers of peace you ill underftood. 
Friend Sheridan, when will you know your own good ? 
Vol. X. C c 'Twas 

^ AU the humour ef this poem it loft, by the impoifibUity of print* 
jln|U Icft-banded, ai it was wxote. 
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'Twas to teach you in moderate language your doty ; 
For, were you a dog, I could not be rude t'ye. 
As a good quiet foul, who no mifchief intends 
To a quarreUbme fellow, cries, Let us be fneuis* 
But we like Avr mu%^ and Hergv^lw^ figfatj 
The oft*ner you fall, the oft*ner you write ; 
And I'll ufe you as he did. that overgrown clown, 
I'll firft take you up, and then take you down : 
And, 'tis your own cafe, for you never can wound 
The worfl dunce in your fchool, *tili he's heav'd from 
the ground, 

I beg your pardon for ufing my left hand, but I was in 
great hafte, and the other hand was employed at tRc 
fame time in writing fome letters of bufinefs. 
September 20. 1718. 

I will fend you tlie reft when I have leifure;^ but {Tray 
come to dinfter wick the company you met here laiti 

Upon ftealing a Crown when the Bea^ 
was aileep. 

ByDr SHERIDAN. 

DEAR dean, fince you in fleepy wife 
Have opM your mouth, and clos'd your eyes* 
Like Ghoft I glide along your floor. 
And foftly fhut the parlour door : 
F6r (hould I break youf i^tet repoft. 
Who knows what money yoti might lofe ? 
Since oftentimes it has been found, 
A dream has giv^n ten thoufand pound* 
Then fleep, my friend, dear dean, fieep on. 
And all you get flial) be your own ; 
Provided you to this agree, 
.That all yoo bfe belongs to me. 

The 
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The DEAN'S Anfwer, 

SO about twelve at night» the punk 
Steals from the colly when he's drunk ; 
'Not is contented with a treat. 
Without her privilege to cheat. 
Nor can I the leaft diiPrence find. 
But that you left no cl;^ behind. 
But jeft apart, reftofe» you capon ye. 
My twelve thirteens ^ and fix-pence ha'penny. 
To eat my meat, and drink my medlicot. 
And then to give me fiieh a jdeadly cut » ■' «■ 
Bat 'tis obferv'd, that men in ^otvps 
Are moft inclin'd to plunder crowns. 
Could -you but change a crown at eafy 
As you can fteal one^ how 'twould pleafe ye I 

I thought the lady t ^ ^ C^^^'^^c 
Knew how to fet yon better patterns ; 

For this I will not dine with Jgmondijham {, 
And for his viduals let a nijpwaa difi\ 'em. 
Saistrdaj Night 

On the Little Houfc ty the Church-yard of 
CaftleJmock^ 

WHOEVER ^Icafcth to bquiise. 
Why yonder fteeplc wants a fpire. 
The grey old fellow, peet J0$ ||, 
The philpfophic cauf^ will iOiew^ 

Once, on a time, a wcftem blaft. 
At tbail twelve inches overcaft, 

C c 3 Reckoning 

• An Englijh Ailling ptffeth for thirteen pence in Jrtknd. 
+ Lady Montcajkei, 

X jfyttondfiam Vefty^ Efq} a very worthy ijentlcman for whofli 
die author bad a great efteem. 
I MrBsAMONT, ofTn'iR. 
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Reckoning roof, weather cock and al}» 
Which came with a prodigious fall r 
And tumbling topfy-turvy round, 
Light with its bottom on the ground* 

Fop by the laws of gravitation jk 
It fell into its proper Nation, 

This IS the little ftrutting pile, ^ 

You fee jufl by the church- yard ftile ^ 
The walls in tumbling gave a knock, 
And thus the. fteeple got a (hock ; 
From whence the neighbouring farmer calis ^ 

The fteeple, knock i the vicar twalU *• 

The vicar once sl week creeps in. 
Sits with his knees up to his <:hin ; 
Here conns his notes and takes a whet. 
Till the fmall ragged flock is met. 

A travelUr,^^wJio by did pafs, . . ^ 

Obferv'd the roof behind the grafs i| 
On tip-toe Hood, and rear'd his fnout« 
And faw the parfon creeping out ; 
Was mu.ch iurprizM to fee a crow 
Venture to build his neft fo low. 

A fchool-boy ran unto't and thought. 
The crib was dawn the blackbird caught, ^ 
A third, who loll his .way by Bight, 
Was forc'd, for fafety, to alight. 
And ftepping o'er the fabric roof, 
His horfe had like<t0 fpoil his hoof. 

Warburton took it in his noddle, 
.This building was defign'd a model, 

^ JVcTt Ar€b4e«coii WAl^s^ 

Or, 
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Or, of a pigeon -hoafe, or ovcn» 

To bake one loaf, ^nd keep one dove in* 

Then Mrs Johnfin ♦ gevc her verdi6l. 

And every one was pleas'd that heard i$ : 

All that you make this llir about. 

Is but a ftill without a ^out. 

The RevVend Dr Redmond f guefe'd. 

More probably than all the reH ; 

f^e faid, bjit that it wanted room. 

It might have <been a i^gmy't tomb. 

The do£lor*s family cajne by. 
And little mifs began to cry ; 
Give^me that houfe in my own hand % 
Then madam bid the chariot iiand» 
Caird to the clerk in manner mild. 
Pray reach that tiling, here, to the child^ 
That thing, I mean, among the kalej 
And here's to buy a pot of ak. 

The clerk faid to her in a heat. 
What ? fell my miafter's country feat ? 
Where he comes ev'ry week froin town; 
He would not fell it for a cxown. 
Poh I fellow keep not &ch a pother. 
In half an hour thouUt build anothfsr^ 

Says Nancy J, I can make for jriifs, 
A finer houfe ten times than this ; 
The dean will give nie willow-f^cksy 
And Joe my apron full of bricks. 

Cc3 Along 

• A iriend of tb^ author's* 
+ Minifter tf Trim. " ."x ^' 

} The waitiog wbmaflu ' 
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Probatur aliter. 

ALong-ear'd beaft, and a field-houfe for cattle. 
Among* the cattle does often rattle. 

A long-ear'd beaft, a bird that prates. 
The bridegroom's firft gift to their mate8» 
Is by all pious chriftians thought. 
In clergymen the greatefl fault. 

A long-ear*d beaft, and woman of Endor^ 
If your wife be a fcold that will mend licr. 

With a long-ear*d beaft, and med'cines nfe^ 
Cooks make their fool look tight and fpruce. 

A long- ear*d beaft, and holy fable. 
Strengthens the flioes of half the rabble. 

A long-ear'd beaft, and Khenijh wine. 
Lies in the lap of ladies fine. 

A long-earM beaft zn^ Flandtrs college. 
Is Dr T——/ to my knowledge. 

A long-ear'd beaft, and building knight ; 
Cenforious people do in fpight. 

'A long-ear'd beaft, and bird of night, 
We finners are too apt to flight. 

A long-ear*d beaft, a fhameful vermin, 
A judge will eat, tho* clad in ermin. 

A long-ear*d beaft, and Irijh cart, 
Can leave a mark and give a fmart* 

A long-ear'd beaft in mud to lie. 
No bird in air fo fwift can fly.' 

A long-ear*d beaft and a fputtVing old. whig, 
I wifh he were in it and dancing a jig. 

.A long-earM beaft,* and liquor to write. 
Is a damnable fmell both morning and night. 

A long-car'd beaft, and the child of a fheep. 
At whift they will make a defperatc fweep. 

A long-ear'd beaft, and 'till midnight you ftay. 
Will cover a houfe mucll better than cla/. 

A long- 
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A long-ear'd beafl, and the drink you love beft. 
You call him a iloven in eameft or jeft. 

A long-ear'd beail, and the iixteenth letter, 
I'd not look at ally unlefs I look'd better. 

A long-ear*d bcaft give me, and eggs unfound. 
Or elfe I will not ride one inch of ground. 

A long>ear'd bcaft, another name for jeer, . 
To ladies ikins there is nothing comes fo near. 

A long-ear'd beaft, and kind noife of a cat. 
Is ufeful in journies take notice of that. 

A long-ear*d beaft, and what feafons your beef^ 
On fuch an occaiion the law gives relief. 

A long-ear'd bead, a thing that force muft drive in. 
Bears up his houfe, that's of his own contriving; 

To a friend who had been much abufed in 
many different libels; 

THE greateft monarch may be ftabbM by night. 
And fortune help the mard'rer in his flight ; 
The vileft. ruffian may commit a rape. 
Yet fafe from injured innocence efcape^ 
And calumny, by working under ground. 
Can, unreveng'd, the greateft merit wound ; 
"that's to be done ? Shall wit and learning chufe 
To .live obscure, and have no fame to lofe i 
By cenfure frighted pujt of honour's road. 
Nor dare to ufe the giftft by heaven beftowM ; 
Or fearlefs ent^r in thro' virtue's gate. 
And buy diftindion at the deareft rate. 

On N O I S Y T O M. 

. ^ui frimttit^ ci'ves^ urhemyfihi cune^ 
Imptrium fire^ it ItaUmm^ et deluhra Deorum ; 
^0 fa^refit natuSf num ignota matre inhoneftus, ^ 

Omna 
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Ommes mvrfmles eurmrt^ €t quanre c§grt. 
Tune Syfiy Damar, aitt DUwjfiJilius tmdes 
Dtjicere 4faxo civet, mut iradere Cadmo ? 

HoR. Lib. i. Sat. vi. ver. 54- 39 

Traaflated Utetally. 

Whoever promUeth (in the fenate) to take the city (of 
Home) and the citizens emder his care, nay, the whole 
empire, Itaiy^ and the temples of the gods ; fach a 
man compelleth all mortds carioaily to inquire 
from what/adier he ipning, and wliether his mo- 
ther were Tome obfcure difhonoiirable female. (The 
people would cry out) What, thou, the fon of C^ms*^ 
or Damas*9 or Divn^s*, daivft thou call ^ur ^iti«' 
zens down the Tarpeian rock, or deliver them pri- 
foners to Cadmus\. 

PARAPHRASED. 

IF noify 7 — ( i ) fhould in the S-n-te prate, 
That he would anifwer both for charch and ftate ; 
And, further to demonirate his affeiftion. 
Would take the kingdom into his prote^oa : 
All mortals muft be curioos to inquire, 
Who could this coxcomb be» and who his £re i 
What ! thou the fpawn t>f bim (2) who iham-d our ifle» 
That traitor, aiTal^, kiformer vile. 
Though by the female (ide (3) you pmudly brnig. 
To mend your bfeed<, tlie mui-d^rer of a king ; 
What wat thy grand^re (4) but a tnountaiiieer» 
Who held a cabbiti for ten groats a year ; 

Whofe 

• Ufual names of flaves at Rome, 

•}* Cadwm was a li6lor, an officer who felzed on criminals, like 
» conftable, or roeflenger^of thcH— — of C— -^-. 

(i) SirT i»- - r --. 

(2) The father of Sir T— - — , * ♦ • •, wJiOMgaged m 
a plot to murier King Willism -III. but, to avoid .bdxig haogetf; 
turned informer agmoU hit aiTcieiaia, for which bt waaictvank9 
with a good eftare, and made a baronet. 

(3) -C- if- !:•-«'• family, fife 
- (4) A po«r thieving cottager under Mr Mo9re^ condemned at 
C/pomcZ/nf^f to be hanged foi ftealin^cows. 
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Whofe mafter, Mo$re (5) preferved him frpm the hal- 
ter. 
For ftealing cows, nor could he read the Pfalter ? 
Durftr thou, ungrateful, from the S-n-tc chace 
Thy founder's grandfon (6) and ofurp his place ? 
Juft heaven ! to fee the dunghill daftard brood 
Survive in thee, and make the proverb good (7)* 
Then vote a worthy citizen (8) to jail. 
In fpight to jaftice, and refufe his bail. 

It is well known, that queen Akne had nominated Dr 
Swift to an Englijh bifhopric, which was oppofed by 

' Dr Sharpy archbiinop oiTorky and the dutchefs of 5o. 
merfety who had prevailed on his grace to go with her 
to the queen to lay afide the nomination, which 
her majefly" refufed ; but, the dutchefs falling on 
her knees, and (hewing the following prophecy to 
inajefl)% the bifhopric was given to another. See 
the poem, ^he Author on him/elf^ vol. vii. p. 164, 

, .: The tV"df^ Prophecy. 

About three inonths ago at W-^df-^^y a poor knight's 
widow was buried in the Cloyfters. In digging the 
grave, the fexton ftruck again ft a (mall leaden cofier, 
about half a foot in length, and four inches wide. The 
poor man expedin? he had difcovered a treafure, open« 
ed it with fome difficulty ; but found only a fmal} 
parchment, rolled up very faft, put into a leather cafe ; 
which cafe was tied at the top, and iealed with a 

St 

(5) The frandfather of Guy Mwre^ Efqj who procured him a 
pardon. 

(6) Guy M9^re was fairly e1e£^ed member of P— —— fox C/en* 
wuili but Sir T*-*-'— depending upon hit intereft with a ceitain 
party then prevailing, and fince known by the title of Parfon-bun* 
ttn^ .petiti'Qned the houfe againft him, out of which he was turned 
upon pretence of bribery, which the paying of his lawful debts wai 
ihen voted to be. 

(7) Save a thitf from the gallows, and he will cut }our throat. 

(8) Mr G F -, a very honeft and eminent printer in 

Dublin f who was voted to Newgatt upon a ridiculous comt^lailat (v€ 
•oe fcijcant Betu/wortb, 
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Sc Ge^ge^ tlbe impreffion on black wax, rery m je j»i 

Gothic, The parchment was carried toa gentlemaa 
of learnine« who iound in it the following lines, writ* 
ten in a black old Inglijb letter, and in the ortho2ra« 
phy of the age, which feems to be about two hundred 
>earf ago. i made a fhift to obtain a copy of it ; but 
the tranfiniber, I find, iiath in many parts ahcned the 
fpelling to the modern way. The originaU as i am i»» 
formed, is now in the hands of the ingenious Dr 
^— -, F. R. S, where, I fuppofc, the carious will 
not be refufed the fatis^Aion of feeing it* 

The lines feem to be a forx of .prophecy^ And writ- 
ten in verfe, as old prophecies ufually are, but in a iFery 
hobUing kind of n\eafure. Their meaning is verv dark, 
if it be any at all : of which ithe learned reaoer can 
judge better than I : however it be, feveral perfons 
were ofcMpinion, that they deferved to be publiihed^ 
both as they difcover fomewbat of the genius of a fiar* 
jaer age^ and may "be an amuibment to thr pvefent» 

WH EN a holy Hack ^<wede («), the Ton of Boh^ 
With ?i faint at his chin« and zfial at his fob ; 
Shall not fee one <^) Hewryear'-s-day ia that year^ 
TJien let oid England maike ^good chear .; 
Windfor and Mrifiow then A>afl be 
/oiaed together in the Lovs-Couatret. 
Then £iaU the tall black (4) D^xfeniry Bird 
6peak agaiiiA peace right «iaiiy a word ; 
And fome ftall edtnire his conyng wit. 
For many good groats his tongoe Jfhall Hit 
But fpight of the Harfy (d) that croFwls on aUfour^ 
There Hiall be peace, pardie, and war no more. 

Biijt 

{a) Dr RoaniAMf, liidiop i^f Briftdf was •ne of the pienip*. 
tenciarks at the pea«e #f Utricbt, 

(b) There was then dbeveo dtys-diflfeoenoe ketwecn theO|diaH4 
New Stile, which latter .414 not take fl^ce io Grtat BntMn aad 
Ireland, until ic was introduced by a^ of parliament, to comme net 
Sift.^, 1751, when eletendayi weieoauniteed, and the next i^y 
was called Mt. i^ 

fc)%ox\ of NottxnjG«am. 

CdJD\xk% of Ma&l borough. 
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Bat Et^indi maft cry alack and wella-day. 

If the Stick be takea from the diod Ssa. 

And dear Efiilnuf, if oaght I nnderftond, 

Bmrsre ofC4irf§i3fTOm Km^umhirhml (i)« 

C«rr«j-(bwn Tbynm^ (x) a deep iMt nugr get. 

If io be they are in Sommer/et •* 

Their {lyCowfmgsmark thoo, for I hare been told, 

They>s^0^f when young, and/»i>v when old. 

Ro9t but theft CmrUj, O thoa (4), whofe naoie. 

Is backwards and forwards always dre iame ; 

And keep dofe to thee always that mmsr 

Which (5) backwards and forwards is almoft the fame^ 

And Engknd wouldft then be happy (till. 

Bury thofe Ctarrat nnder a (6) HilL 

VERSES 



( 1} Lady Elinaklb Ttre^^ fole daughter and heir of JoeiHu* Per^ 
ty, ia^\ of N^rihumief/aMlf «aa married to Ctaries Seymtref Duke 
of Smerfti, 

{%) ThtmatTlynm, Sfq; a lentfeman of Tery grtat cftate, who 
waa coariing the above lady, atter the death of her firft husbaad 
Memy (Uvetkli/b, Earl of {^le, only fon C» Henrys Duke of Airor- 
cpftie^ who died, before he waa of age to cohabit with her ^ being 
fee op< a in the HmyAIarAftg L^ndM, wa.< mordered by Count Co* 
nitigfmark, a P^It/b Bobienuo, (who paid hia iddrefles to this ladyp 
but wai refofed) aod two raffiani, who fliot Mr liynm in hia coach. 
The Count made his efcsrpci but the others were ha&gcd. Thett 
u a monuinent in ff^efimtttfter^Ahhey, ere^ed to the menory of Mir 
ThymUf with fome faierc'glyphic figwrea^ feprcicntiag the mauaar of 
hssn.utder* 

(3) CouB^ Cmingjmurk* 

(4) AnnM Regina. 
{S) Lady A^ajbam, 

(6) Lady Atjfmm's maidea osiiie wt» WIL 
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VERSES occafioncd by the fuddcn dry- 
ing upof St Patrick's Well near 
Trinity College, Dublin^ in 1726. 

BY holy^eal infptr'd) and led by fame (i). 
To thee, once favorite ifle, with joy I came ; 
What time the Gothy the VandaU and the Hun^ 
Had my own native Italy (2) o'er-run- 
Itrnt^ to the world's rcmoteft parts. 
Renown -d for valour (3}, policy, and arts. 

Hither from Colchos (4), with the fleecy ore, 
Ja/on arrivM two thoufand years before. 

Thee, 

(i) Feftus yfi/f>iW5 flourifhed in 376. See hispoetn Debris Ma» 
tlumisy where he ufes this expreflion concerning Jrelandy *< Infula 
'< facra et iic Infulam dlxere prifci \ eamque late gens Hibernorum 
" colit/' 

(2) Ualy was not properly the native place of St Patrick, but the 
flace of his education, and whence he received his miffion ^ and 
hecaufe he had his new birth there, hence, by poetical licence, aii4 
by fcripture 6{!ure, our author calls that country his native haly. 

(3) JuHuiSotittuiy who lived about the time of Tacitus, in the 
year 80, Chap, zi . fpeaking of the Irijb as a warlike nation, fayt, 
that the wives in Irfland, when delivered of a fon, give the child 
itsfirft food off the point of their husband's fword. * Puerp^ra, 
*' ft qoando inarem cdidit, primes Cibos Gladio ioiponit mariti, 
*' inque os Parvuli fuoimo mucrone atifpicium aliroentorum leviter 
** infert et gejitilibus votis optat, non aliter quam in hello et inter 
** arma luonem oppetat.*' Again, '* PrsecipUJ tiris gloiia eft' in 
*' armorum tuiela." 

PglydcriViriilf^jt^ they wtre diAinfuiAed for the>r fkill =n mu.. 
fie. *•' Hibcrni funt moficaeperitiffiml.'* ^GtrafduiCambrenfii^ 
who was preceptor to King Jobn, in hi^ T^ptgrapbia Hikemt^, 
Chap. ii« '' In mufiics folum, prx omni natienc quam vi.^inius, 
'< inconoparabiliter eft inftru£la gen« hsc.*' 

(4) Orpheus f or the antient autho> of tht G>'''ek poem on the >#r- 
gonautie expedition, whoaver he be, fays, that J^fon who nanne^ 
the diip Argos at ThfJ/ialy, Tailed to Ireland* And Adrianut yuniui 
fays the fanne thing in thefe lines. 



Ilia ego fum Graiis, olim glaciales lerne 
Pi^a^ et Jafoniie Puppii bene cognita n: 



cognita naatii. 
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Tfhcc (<;-) happy ifland, Pallas call'd her own, 
When haughty Britain was a land unknowI^. 
Prom thee, with pride, the Caledonians (6) trace 
The glorious founder of their kingly race : 
Thy martial fons, whom now they dare defpife. 
Did once their land fuEdue and civilize : 
Their dreiis, their language, and the Scotiijh name, 
Confefs the foil from whence the vidlors came. 
AVell.may they boaft.that antient blood, which runs 
Within their veins, who are thy younger fons, 
JV conquefl aibd a colony from thee. 
The mother- kingdom left her children free; 
Jrom thee no mark ot flavery they felt, 
'Not fo with thee thy bafe invaders dealt ; 
Invited here to Vengeful Morough^^ aid (7), 
Vol, X. D d Thofe 

(5) Tatifut^ in the life oi Julius Agricoia fays, that the harbours 
€f Irtlandf on account of their cummerce, were better known to 
the trading part of the world, thin thofe of Britain, '* Solum, 
" coelun>que, et ingenia cultufque hominum, haud muttum a Bri- 
** 'annij diflfenint ; melius adituy, pottnfque per commcrcia et ne- 
** gotiatores cogniti.** 

(6) ForiUiH, in his Scfi-Cbronieon, Hcflor Boethius, Buchanan, 
and all the Sconb hiftorians agree, that Fergus, fon of Ftrfuard 
King of Ireland, was the firft King of Scotland, which country he 
fubdued. That he began to rrign 330 years before the Chriftian 
«ra, and in returning to vifit his native country, was fhipwrecked 
on thofe rocks in the county of Antrim, which trom that accident 
have been fince mmt6.Carrickfergus. His descendants reigned after 
him in.S^otiandi for the crown was fettled on him and his lineal 
fucceflbrs. See the .lift of the Kinyis of Scotland m He6ior Boethius 
and George Buchanan, which begins thus : ** i. Fergufius primus 
** Scotorum rex. Alius Ferquardi regi& Hiberniar, regoare mcepit 
^' anno ante Chrifti fervatoris in carnem adventum trrcentefimo 
** tri$:e6mo. Regnavit annis xxv et, naufragio periit ad Scopulum 
** Fergufii (Cragfergus vernacule)in mari Hibfrniae,** 

The Irifr language and habit are ftiii retained in the northern 
farts of Scotland, where the H ghlanders fpeak the Irijb tongue, and 
ufe' their antient drefs. As to the name Scotland, Camden de Hiber- 
nia mentiont it from the authotity of Jfidoreznd Beda, that they 
called Ireland Scotia^ and that Scotland was termed Scotia a Scotislrt' 
€olis, et inde Scotia nomen cum Scotis in Britanniam noftram ccmmigrajpt* 
Bede, Lib. i. cap* z. fays, Hibemia propria ^totorumpatria* 

(7) lo the rei^n of King Henry 11. Ucrmot M^Morough, King of 
Leinfter, being deprived of his kingiomb^ Roc(mdQXoimQT^^\\>% 
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Thofe whom they could DOt conqaer, they bctray*d. 

Britain, by thce we fdl, angrateful ifle ! 

Not by thy valoar, but fuperior gaile ; 

Britain J With fliame confefs, this land of mine (S) 

Firft taught thee human knowledge and divine $ 

My prelates and my ftudents, fent from hence» 

Made your fons converts both to God and fenie ; 

Not like the paftors of thy rav'nous breed. 

Who come to fleece the flocks, and not to feed. 

Wretched 



ef Connauglt^ he invited the Eagfijhorer as amiliairieSf anrf promj. 
fed Richard Utraii^bew, Earl of Ptmircke, his daiif>hter, a«id «1] Jpis 
dominions as a portion. By this afliftahce M^Moteujgb repovercd 
his CTpwn, and Strar^hoKtt became poHefled of all Leinfter, • After 
this, more forces being fcrnt inte IreUt.dy thtEng/i/h became power- 
ful here ; and when Hsnry II. arrived, the Jrifi Princes fobmitted 
to his eovernmeAt, and began to tife the Englijb laws. 

{%) St Ptffr/VA arrived in Ireland in the year 431, aod cempleat- 
ed the converfion of the natives, which had been begun hyPtPiadivg 
and others. And as Biihop Nicboifon obferves^ (who was better ac- 
quainted with the contents of all the antienchiftoriesef both king, 
doms than any man of the age) Ireland foon becane the foanrain of 
leairninf, to which all the weftern Chriftians, as well as ^t Englijb 
had recourfe, not only for iaftruAmn in the principles of rcHgiony 
but in all forts of Jiteratttre \ vsx. Legend! et icboImftM Eruditi^nis 
gratia. For with.n a centory after the death of St Patrick, the 

' Irtfif feminaries pf learning increased to foch a degree, that moft 
parts of Europe fent hither their children to be educated^ and had 
from hence both their Biihops and Dodors. See venerable Side, an 
Englijh hiftorian of nndoubted credit, Hift. Ecdef. lib. iii. cap. 4^ 
7, 10, II, ty. Among other ir/j(b apoftiet, he fayi» .%iiot Cb^ht^ 
converted all the Pi£f», and many other Britms $ and that Saint 
Aldan was the inftru^or of King Ofwaid*t Saxon fubje^ts in Chxifti- 
anitv. Camden in Biberms writes ; ** Subfequente aKate, Scoticis 
*' monarchts nihil fan£tiuf, nihil eruditius fuerit, et in univerfam 
" Europam fan£Hfiimonim virorum examina eniiferint.** He fays 
further, that they not only repaired to Ireland, aa to the mart of 
learninr, but alfo brought from thence even the fom of their ift« 
ters : *' Anglofaxoncs etiam noftri ilia aetate in Hiberniam tan- 
** qiiam ad bonarum literarum mercatoram ondique cunfiuxerunt j 
'* unde de viris faivAi«<faepi(!ime in noftrii fcn^coribu^ legitur ; •• 
«' manda*u8 eft ad difciplinam in Hiberniam. Indequc aollrarei 
(* Sarones rattonem formandi literal accepifle videantur. quum eo- 

«' dem plane chara^ere ufi fueroit, qui hodie Hibernicii eft in 
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Wretched Term ! with what grief I iee 
IK'he fatal changes time hath made in thee.' 

"-The Chriftian rites I introduced in vain : 

.X^ ! Infidelity retnrn'd again. 

S^reedom and virtae in tliy Tons I found, 
^^ho now in vice and flavery are drown'd. 

By faith and prayV, this crofier in my hand, 
X drove the venom'd ferpent from thy land ; 
"The fliepherd in his bow'r might fleep or fing (9), 
IKor dread the adder's tooth, nor fcorpion's fting. 

With omens oft I drove to warn thy fwains. 
Omens, the types of thy impending chains. 
I fent the magpye from the Britijh foil. 
With reiUefs beak thy blooming fruit to fpoil. 
To din thine ears with unharmonious clacks 
And haunt thy holy walls in white and black. 
What elfe are tbofe thou feeft in biihop's geer. 
Who crop the nurferies of learning here ? 
Afpiring, greedy, full of fen felcfs prate, 
Devour the chuirch, and chatter to the llate. 

As you grew more degenerate and Safe, 
I fent you millions of the croaking race ; 
Emblems of inlefls vile who fpiead their fpawn 
Through all thy land, in armour, fur, and lawn ; 
A nanfeous bi'ood, that fills your fcnate walls, ^ 
And in the chambers of your viceroy crawls. 

See, where the new-devouring vermin runs. 
Sent in my anger from the land of Hum ; 
With harpy claws it undermines the ground. 
And fudden ipreads a numVous offspring round ; 
Th' amphibfous tyrant, with his rav'nous band. 
Drains all thy la.kes of fifh, of fruits thy land. 

D d 2 Where 

(9) There are no fnakea, vipers, or toads in Ireland ; and even 
frogs were not known here until about the ^e%t iiO(^% '^Vit \£av 
pyes came t /horc time before, amd x\xe l^ir^na) \^\^iffisft.^ 
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Where is the facred well, that bore my name ? 
Fled to the fountain back, from whence it came ! 
Fair freedom's emblem once, which finpothly flows>. 
And bleflings equally on all bedows. 
Here, from the neighboring (lo) nurfery of arts. 
The Undents drinking, rais'd their wit and parts j 
Here, for an age and more, improved their vein. 
Their Phoebus I, my ipring their Hip^ocrene. 
Difcourag'd youths, now all their hopes muft fail. 
Condemned to country cottages and ale ; 
1*0 fo^eign prelates make a flavifh court. 
And by their fweat piocure a mean fupport \ 
Or, for the clafficks read th' attorney's guide. 
Colled excife, or wait upon the tide. 

O ! had r been apoftle to the 5av/>5, 
Or hardy S'cot^ or any land but this ; 
Combined in arms, they had their foes defy'd> 
And kept their liberty, or bravely dy'^d. 
Thou ilill with tyrants in fucceffion corft. 
The lafl invaders trampling on the firil i 
Nor fondly hope for ibmc reverfe of fate. 
Virtue herfelf would now return too late. 
Not half the courfe of mifery is run. 
Thy grcateft evib yet are fcarce begun. - 
soon {hall thy fons, the time is .juft at hand. 
Be all made captives in their native land $ 
When, for the ufe of no Hibernian born. 
Shall rife one blade of grafs, one ear of corn"; 
When fhells and leather (hall for money pafs, ■ 
Nor thy opprefling lords (i i) affoi-d the brafs. 
But all turn leafers to that (12) mongril breed. 
Who from thee fprung, yet on thy vitals htd i. . 

Wha 

(10) The unitcrfity of X)«^//», called Trinity College, was founded 
b^ queen E/ixaietb in 1591* 
(jj) JVood^s rajnous proieft againft the people of Ireland, was 
fapportcdbySirRobirtWalfole in 1724. 

(12) The ahfcnUtSt who fpcnd tht mcomt of their Irijb ef ftttt, 
'8ce', ind pen/ions in England, 
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Who to yon ravenous iile thy treafares bear. 
And wafte in luxury thy harvefb there ; 
For pride and ignorance a proverb grown, 
Thejeft of wits> and to the court unknown. 

I fcom thy fpurious and degenerate line. 
And from this hour my patronage relign. 

To tKe Rev, Mr Daniel Jackson, to be 
humbly prcfented by Mr Sheridan in 
Perfon, with RefpecS:, Care, and Speed, 

Toi}e delivered by and with Mr Sheridan. 

I>ear Dan, 

HE R E I rettirn my truft, nor afk 
One penny for remittance ; 
If I have well performed my talk. 
Pray fend me an acquittance. 

Too long I bore this weighty pack. 

As Hircules the iky. 
Now take him you, Dan Atlcu^ back. 

Let me be flander-by. 

Not all the wittty things you (peak, ^ 

In compafs of a day ; 
Not half the puns you make a week. 

Should bribe his longer ftay. 

With me yo« left him out at nurfe, 
* Yet are you not my debtor j 
For, as he hardly can be worfe, 
I ne'er could make him better, 

Dd 3 He 



3i6 P O E M S O N 

Where is the facred wel], that bore my name f 
Fled to the fountain back, from whence it came ! 
Fair freedom's emblem once, which finoothly fio\^ 
Aind bleflings equally on all beftows. 
Here, from the neighboring (lo) nurfery of arts. 
The fludents drinking, rais'd their wit and parts ; 
Flere, for an age and more, improved their vein. 
Their Phabus I, my /pring their Hippotrene. 
Difcourag'd youths, now all their hopes muft failj 
Condemned to country cottages and ale ; 
To foreign prelates make a llavifh court. 
And by their fweat procure a mean fupport I 
Or, for the clafficks read th' attorney ' s guide. 
Colled excife, or wait upon the tide. 

O f had f been apoAle to the S-wi/s^ 
Or hardy S'cot^ or any land but this ; 
Combined in arms, they had their foes defy'd^ 
And kept their liberty, or bravely dy'd. 
Thou ilill with tyrants in fucceffibn curft. 
The lafl invaders trampling on the firft i 
Nor fondly hope for £bmc rcverfe of fate. 
Virtue herfclf would now return too late. 
Not half the courfe of mifery is run. 
Thy grcateft evils yet are fcarce begun. - 
soon {hall thy Tons, the time is juft at hand^ 
Be all made captives in their native land ; 
When, for the ufe of no Hibernian born. 
Shall rife one blade of grafs, one ear of corn ; 
When (hells and leather (hall for money pafs. 
Nor thy opprefiing lords (i i) affbfd the brafs. 
But all turn leafers to that (12) mongril breed. 
Who from thee fprung, yet on thy vitals (ctd i 

V 

(to) The unitcTfity of D«*//», called Trinity College, was fou 

fii^ fTooJ's ruinous projett againft the people of IrelaKd, 
fanoottcA bv Sir ^obirtWalfoh in 1724. 

ti\ TV\e aV>let\U«&t ^^^ ^^^^ ^^^ Mi^Qme of their Jrijb ef 
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SEVERAL ^^.bear, 

ad from this ho«^"»y^ ^ ^^ 

ro tKe Rev. ^^.f/a'by'U'sHT^^^^^^ 
humbly P^5/^^Spel, Care, and Spcea 

T«<be delivered by w» 

^'^^rStform'dmytafc. 
'^trilcna-anacq-itunce. 

, „ I bore Ais weighty pa*. 
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He rhime3 and puns, and puns and rhimes^. 

Jufl as he did before; 
And when he's lafli'd a hundred times. 

He rhimes and puns the more. 

When rods are laid on fch<Jol-boys buins. 

The more ^hey frisk aftdi <kip : 
The fchool- boy's top but louder hums> 

The more they ufe the whip. 

Thus, a lean beaft beneath a load, 

(A beaft of Irijh hrccd) 
Will, in a tedious dirty road. 

Outgo the prancing fteed. 

You knock him down and down in vaia. 

And lay him flat before ye ; 
For, foon as he gets up again, ' .1 

He'll ftrut and cry, FWorial 

At ev'ry ftroke of mine, he fell, 

'Tis true he roar'd and cry'd ; 
But his impenetrable fhell . * 

Could feel no harm befidc. 

The tortoife thus, with motion flow> 

Will clamber up a wall ; 
Yet, fenfelcfs to the hardeft blow. 

Gets nothing but. a fall. 

Dear Dan, then, why fhonld you or I 

Attack his pcricrany ? 
And fince it is in vaJn to Iry^ , 

Well fend him to Delany. 

POSTSCRIPT. 

Lean Tom, when 1 faw him, laft week, on his horfc awry, 
T^cat*n'd loadly to t«rn me to ilonc with his forccry. 

Bttti 
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: 3ar> I think, little Dan^ that in ipight of what our 

foe faysy 
JHe will find I read Oifid, and his metamorphoiis. 
Jor omitting the firft (where I make a companfon^ 
^ith a fort of allufion to Putland or Harri/on) 
- Yet by my defcriptiori,'you'U ind he in fhort is 
A pack and a garran, a top and a tonoife. 
So I hope from henceforward you ne'er will ask^ can 

I maul 
This teazing,. conceited, rode» infolent animal? 
And, if this rebuke might turn to his benefit, 
{For I pity the man) I fhould then be glad of it, 

A Copy' .of a Copy of Verfes from 
T H o M A s S ri E R I D A N, Clerk, to 

I 2 3 4 

George Ni m-D a n-D e a n, .Efqj 
- Written y«/y 15th 5 1721, at Night. 

I'D have you t' know George^ Dan, Dean^ and Ninty 
That I've learned how verfe t' compofe trim. 
Much better b'half th'n you, n'r you, n'r him. 
And th't rd rid'cule their, 'nd your flam Aim, 
Ay' b't then, p'rhaps fays you, t's a m'rry whim 
With 'bundance of mark't notes i* th' rim. 
So th*t I ought n't for t* b^ morofe 'nd t' look grim. 
Think n't your 'p'ftle put m' in a meagrim ; 
Though, 'n rep't't'on day, I'ppear ver' flim, 
Th' laft bowl't Heljham's did m' head t' fwira. 
So th*t I b'd man' aches 'n Vry fcrubh'd limb, 
Caufe th' top of th' bowl I'h'd oft us'd t' slum ; 

And 

1 George Rochfoit, Efqj 

2 His brother John Rochfokt, called Nim> bccj^ufe he was 
a S^eat hunter, from Nimrod. 

3 The Rfev. Mr Danixl Jackson, 

4 Dr SwxFT; dcao of St FatriclC^ 
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Asd b'fida ; D'l^ fwew th't Tii^d fwiU Vd fVil 

biim- 
mersy 'nd that my Tis'ge*! corVM o*r wkh r*d -pun- 
pies : tt Vo'cr tboagk m* ftall wen (s*ds n't) *s ftiong's 
tim- 
er, 't miift have ak*d. Th* daat of th' oSedge 
Saiih*drim9 
present tfa'r humbi' and 'fea*iiate refpeas ; that^s 

capt*A P*rt^ W4dmfmi 6 longfli'iikt Tim 



George Nim-Dan-Dean, Efq; to Mr 
SheeidAtN, on his Verfes, written July 
15, 1721, at ten in thjc morning. 

DEAR Sbertdan ; a loving pair 
Of Gmlfi9wn lads • (for fo they are) 
Beiide a brace of grave divines,* 
Adore the fmoothnefs of thy lines : . 
Smooth as our bafbn*s gentle flood. 
Ere Givrgt had robb'd it of its mod. 
Smoother than Tegafus" old (hoe, 
'Ere Vulcan comes to make him new. ^ 
Compared with which (and that's enoogh) 
A fmoothing iron, itfelf is roogh. 

Nor praife we lefs that circaoicifion. 
By modern poets, callM tUfion \ 
Which in its proper ftation pkc'd. 
Makes thy verfe fmooth, and makes them \zSl. 
Thus a wife taylor is not pinching, 
Bttt turns, at every feam, an inch in. * 

Or, 

$ Dc t>ILANt. 

6 Mr STOproBD of Fwglat^ minrfter ef that pari/li, afterward! 
bJAop ofQoyne, 

* 7Jbe tfoqoty Teat of Lord Chief BMOikKo^avonT* 
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Or, elfe be fure, your broad cloath breechesi 

Will ne'er be fmoochy nor hold the flitches. 

Thy verfe like bricks, defy the weather, 

When fmooth'd by rubbing them together : 

Thy words fo clofely wedg'd, and (hort are, 

like walls, more lafling without mortar: 

By leaving out the needUfs vowels. 

You fave the charge of lime and trowels. 

Oue letter ftill another locks ; 

Each grooved, and dove-taiPd, like a box. 

Thy mufe is tuck'd up, and fuccindl ; 

In chains, thy fyllables are link'd. 

Thy words together ty'd in fmall hanks, 

CIo(e, as the Macedcman pbabnx : 

Or, like the umbo of the Romans^ 

Which fierceft foes cou'd break by no means. 

The critic to his coil will find. 

How firmly thefe indentures bind. ' 

So in the kindfed painter's art. 

The fhort'ning is the nicefl part. 

Philologers of future ages 
How will they pore upon thy pages ? 
Nor will they dare to break to joints. 
Bat help thee to be read with points. 
Or elfe, to (hew their learned labour, you 
May backward bjB peras'd like Hthrew* 
Wherein they need not lofe a bit. 
Or, of thy harmony, or wit. 
To make a work compleatly fine. 
Number, and weight, and meafure join. 
Then all muft grant, your lines are weighty. 
Where thirty weigh as much as eighty. 
All muft allow, your numbers more, 
Where forty lines, exceed fouffcore. 
Nor can we think your meafure fhott. 
Where lefs than forty fill a quart. 



With Jlexandriam in the clofo, 

Long» long, long> long, like Dtm*9 long no6. 

^' ■ V ' 

A Dialogue between in eminent * Lawyer, 
and Dr Sw ift, D. S. P. D. Being an 
Allufion to the Firft Satyr of the Second 
Book of Horace y-^^Sunt quibus in Sa^ 
tyra^ &cc 

Written AJriMr^, 1728^ 

SINCE there are persons who complain 
There's too mnch 6tyr in my vein. 
That I am often fonnd exceeding 
The rules of raillery and breeding. 
With tob much freedom treat my betters, 
Not fparing even men of tetters : 
You, who are fkill'd in lawyers Tore, . 

What's your advice ? Shall 1 give o'er. 
Nor ever fools or knaves ejtpofe 
Either in verfe or lium*roas proftj 
And to avoid all future itf,. 
In my 'fcrutore lock up m^ quiff ^* ' . \ 

Since you are pteaVd to eondefqsi4 
To afk the judgment of a ffiencF, 
Your cafe confidefd, I muft think 
You (hould withdraw from pen and inky 
Forbear your poetry and jokes, 
And live like other Chriftian folks ; 
Or, if the Mufes muft infpirc 
Your fancy with their pleafing fire. 
Take fubjefts fafer for your wit, 
Thkn thofe on which you lately writ. 

Commend 
♦ Mr LxKDSA Tf who WM iftervatdu 11 '^^H*^ o^ vYit ConwMm-^Vav^ 
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Commend the dmet, your thgiughts com€t. 
And follow the prevailing k€t ; 
' Aflert that Mydi *, in ^ritbg Aory, 
Shews all the malice of a Tory, 
While Burnet f in his deathlefs page, 
Difcovers freedom without rage ; • 

To fFodiJhn I recommend otir youth 
For learning, probity, and truth. 
That noble genius who unbinds 
The chains which fetter free -bom minds, 
Redeems as from the flavi(h fears 
• Which laded near^two thoufand years ; 
He can alone the priefthood humble. 
Make gilded fpires and altars tumble. 

Muft I commend againft my confciencc 
Such ilupid blafpkemy and nonfenfe I 
To fnch a fubje^ tune my lyre; 
And fing like one of Mtlt*n\ choir. 
Where devils to a vale retreat. 
And call the laws of wifdom fate. 
Lament upon their haplefs fall, 
That force free virtue fhould enthral ? 
Or, (hall the charms of^ wealth and pow*x: 
Make me pollute the Mufes bow'r ? 

As from the tripod of A, oilo. 
Hear from my defk the words that follow : 
Some by philofophers mifltd,' 
Mail honour you alive and dead ; 
And fuch as know what Greue hath writ ' 
Muft tafte your irony and wit* 

Whac 

• Eirl of Clartndon^ who wrote of the cifiJ wan Wgiin in the 
year 1 64 1. 

•f BiHiopof Saliiburj, who wrote ihe hiftorjr of his own timet. 

X A degrades clergyman of the chftrch ^t^nilandf who wrote 
^%^vaSL the miracles of cor Savioiir. 
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While moft that arc, or would be great, 
Mud dread your pen, your perfon hate,} 
And you on Drapier's hill • muft lye, . 
And there without a mitre dye. 



P A U L u s. By Mr L Y N D 5 A Y. 

Dublin, Sept, 7, 1728. 

AS L A V E to crowds, fcorch'd with the fum» 
mer's heats. 
In courts the wretched lawyer toils and fweats ; 
While fmiling nature in her beft attire. 
Regales each fenfe, and vernal joys infpire. 
Can he who knows that real good fhould pleafe. 
Barter for gold his liberty and eafe ? 
Thus Pdiu/uj prcach'd : - When entering at the door^ 
Upon his- board a client pours the ore : 
He grafps the (hining gift, pores o'er the caufe. 
Forgets the fun, and <lozeCh on the laws. 

The Answer. By Dr S w i f t^. 

LY N D S A Y miftakes the matter quite. 
And honed Pau/its j\idges right. 
Then, why thcfe quarrels to the fun. 
Without whofe aid you're all undone. 
Did Pau/us e'er complain of -fwcat ? 
Did Pauius e'er the fun forget ? 
The influence of whofe golden beams. 
Soon licks up all unfav'ry (learns. 
The fun, you fay, his face hath kift 2 
It has : but then it greasM his M, 

Triic- 

' » tn the cosatj of Amagk^ • . 

r 
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True lawyers for the wifeft endt. 
Have always been Jp$litl*% friends. 
Not for his fupcrficial powers 
Of ripening fruits, or gilding flowers ( 
Not for infpiring poets brains. 
With pennylefs and flarv'liDg ih-ainsi 
Not for his boafled healing art 1 
Not for his (kill to fhoot the dart; 
Nor yet becaufe he fwcetly fiddles ; 
Nor for his prophecies in riddles : 
But for a more fubflantial caufe, 
Apetlo^ patron of the laws ; 
Whom Paulas ever muft adore, 
Ab parent of the golden ore* 

By Pifahus an inceftaous birtii. 
Begot upon his grandame earth. 
By Pbabus firft produc'd to light, 
By Vulcan formM 10 round and bright | 
Then ofFer'd at th^ ihrine of Juftice, 
By clients to her priefls and trudees; 
Nor, when we fee Afiraa (land 
With even balance in her h^d» 
Mud we fuppofe (he hathrin view. 
How to give ev'ry man his due i 
Her fcales, you fee her only hold. 
To weigh her priells, the lawyers gold. 
Now (hould I own your cafe was grievoaSf 
Poor fweaty PauluSf who'd believe us ? 
Tis very true, and none denies, 
At leaft that fuch complaints are wife ; 
'Tis wife no doubt, as clients fat ye more^ 
To cry, like ftatefmen, Quanta patimur ^ 

But, fince the truth muft needs be fh-etched^ 
To prove that lawyers are fo wretched t 
Vol. X. Ec This 
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This paradox I'll undertake. 
For Pau/us and for Ljn^/ay's fake. 
Bf topics, which tho' I abomine 'em, 
May ferve as arguments aJ bominem ; 
Yet, I difdain to offer thofe 
Made ufe of by detrading foes : 
I own the curfes of mankind. 
Sit light upon a lawyer's mind ; 
The clamours of ten thoufand tongues^ 
Break not his reft, nor hurt his lungs. 
I own, his confcience always free^ 
Provided he has got his fee. 
Secure of conflant peace within. 
He knows no guilt, who knows no fin. 
Yet, well they merit to be pitied. 
By clients always over-witted. 
And though the gofpel feems to fay. 
What heavy burdens lawyers lay. 
Upon the fhoulders of -their neighbour. 
Nor lend a finger io the labour. 
Always for faying their own bacon. 
No doubt the text is here miflaken. 
The copy':S falfe, and fenfe is rack'd. 
To prove it, I appeal to fadli 
And thus by demonftration fhew. 
What burdens lawyers undergo. 
With early clients at his door, 
Tho' he was drunk the night before : 
And, crop-fick with undub'd for wine. 
The wretch muH be at court by nine. 
Half funk beneath his briefs and bag, 
As ridden by a midnight hag : 
Then from the bar harangues the bench. 
In Engiijh vile, and yAtxFnockt 



And 
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And Laiint vileft of the three ; 
And all for poor ten moidores fee. 
Of paper, how is he profafe ? 
With periods long, in terms abftrofe. 
What pains he takes to be prolix ? 
A thoa(and lines to- ftand for fix 1 
Of common fenfe without a word in> 
And is not this a grievous burden ? 

The lawyer is a common drudge. 
To fight our caufe before the judge; 
And what is yet a greater curfe. 
Condemned to bear his client's purie^ 
While he at eaie, fecure and light. 
Walks boldly home at dead of night. 
When term is ended leaves the town. 
Trots to his couatry-manfion down i 
And difencumber'd of his load. 
No danger dreads upon the roiad ; 
Defpifeth rapparees, and ride» 
Safe through the Newry mountains fides. 
Lyndfiyt ^tis you have iet me on> 
To date this queftion fro and con* 
My fatyr may offend, *tis true. 
However, it concerns not you. 

I own there may in every clan. 
Perhaps be found one honeft man ; 
Yet link them clofe, in this they jump. 
To be but {harpers in the lump. 
Imagine Lyndfaj^ at the bar. 
He's much the fame his brethren are. 
Well taught by practice to imbibe 
The fundamentals of his tribe : 
And in his client's juft defence, 
MufI deviate oft from common fenfe ; 

£2 And 
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And make his ignorance difcern'd^ 
To get the name of council learned. 
As Lucus comes a non Lucemfo^ 
And wifely do as qAer men do. 
But (hift him to a better fcene. 

Among his crew of R s in grain^ 

Surrounded with cotapaffions 6ty 
To tafte his hamour, fenfe» and wit; 
You'd fwear he never took a fee. 
Nor knew his law in A, B, C. 
'Tis hard where dulnefs over-rolcjr. 
To keep good fenfe in crowds of ^fools. 
And we admire the man who farei 
His honeily in Crowds of knaves ; 
Nor yields up virfiie at dilcre^A, 
To V-II ns of his own profefioi>« 
Lynd/iTf^ yoa know ^Am paiias y0v take^ 
In bothy yet barely fave yo«r flake; 
And will you venture bodi^ a-newi 
To iit among that venal crew; 
That pack of mimtck legiHatort, 
Abandon 'd> ftupid, flavifh. ptaters ? 
For, as the rabble dawb. and rifle 
The fool who fcrambles for a trifle. 
Who for his pain is cuff'd and kick'd. 
Drawn through the dirt, his pocket pick'd ; 
You muft expedl the like difgrace. 
Scrambling with rogjies to get a place, 
Muft lofe the honour you have gaiJi'd, 
Your numerous virtues foully flain'd: 
Difclaim for ever all pretence 
To common honefty and fenfe. 
And join in friendihip with a ftridl tye, 
.|^Q««»## *«««**^ and ••*• •♦***• 
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On Dr R U N D L E bilhop of D E r n y* 

MAKE Rundle bifhop i fyt for (hamQ ! 
An Jrii^n to ufarp the name f 
A bifhop in the ifle of Saints f 
How will his brethren make complaints ? 
Dare any of the mitred hoft. 
Confer on him the Holy Ghost j 
In mother-church to breed a variance. 
By coupling Orthodox with Ariaru ? 

Yet, were he Heathen^ Turky or Jew, 
What is there in it ftrange or new ? 
For, let us hear the weak pretence. 
His brethren find to take offence ; 
Of whom there are but four at moil, 
Who know there is an Holy Ghost : 
The reft, who boaft they have conferred it, 
Like PauPs Epbejians^ never heard it ; 

And, when they gave it, well 'tis known. 
They gave what never was their own, 

R UND LEsi bifhop ! well he may ; 
He's ftill a Chriftian more than they. 

We know the fubjedl of their quarrels ;vv 
The man has learning, fenfe, and morab.^ ** 

There is a reafon ftill more wcijghty j 
'Tis granted he believes a deity : 
Has ev'ry circumftance to pleafe us^ 
Though fools may doubt his faith in J-^^^i 
But why (hould he with that be loaded. 
Now twenty years from court explode4 ^ 
And, is not this objection odd 
From rogues who ne'er believ'd a God ? 

E c 3 ^ciit 
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For liberty a champion ftout, 
'ThoDgh not fo gofpcl-ward devoot* 
While others hither fent to fave us. 
Came but to plunder and enilave us ; 
Nor ever own'd a pow*r divine, 
But Mammon, and the G^-m-a line- 
Say, how did Rundh undermine 'em : 
Who fhew'd a better yus dMnum ? 
From ancient canons would not vary. 
But thrice refus*d Epifcopari. 

Our bifliop's predecefTor Magus^ 
Would offer all the fands of Tagus; 
Or fell his children, houfe, and lands^ 
For that one gift, to lay on hands : 
But all his gold could not avail 
To have the Spirit fet to fale. 
Said furly Peter^ Magus, prithee 
Be gone : thy money perifh with thec; 
Were Peter now alive, perhaps 
He might have found a fcore of chaps. 
Could he but make his gift appear 
In rents three thoufand pounds a year« 

Some fancy this promotion odd. 
As not the handy-work of God ; 
Though ev'n the hifhops difappointed» 
Muil own it made by God's Anointed^ 
And well we know, the Congee Regal 
Is more fecure as well as legal. 
Becaufe our lawyers all agree. 
That bifhopricks are held in fee. 

Dear Ba/dwin chafte, and witty Cro^,, 
How forely I lament your lofs ? 



That 
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That fuch a pair of wealthy ninnies 
Should flip your time of dropping guineas ; 

For, had yoo made the k your debtor. 

Your title had been fo much better. 

The Fa B t E of the B I T c H E s. 

Wrote in the Year 1715, on an Attempt to re- 
peal the Tcft Aft. 

AB I T C H that was full pregnant grown* 
By all the dogs and curs in town ; 
Finding her ripened time was come» 
Her litter teeming from her womb. 
Went here and there, and ev'ry where. 
To find an eafy place to lay-her. 

At length to Mufickh houfe (a) fhe came. 
And begg'd like one both blind and lame i 
*« My only friend, my dear,'' faid ihe, 
** You fee 'tis mere neceflity, 
«* Haih fent me to your houfe to whelp ; 
" ni dye, if you deny your help.'^ 

With fawning whine, and rueful tone. 
With artful figh and feigned groan. 
With couchant cringe, and flattering talc. 
Smooth Ba<wfy fh) did fo far prevail 5 
That Mujick gave her leave to litter, 
But mark what followed, Faith, fhe bit hen 

Whole bafkets full of bits and fcraps. 
And broth enough to fill her paps. 
For well fhe knew her numerous brood. 
For want of milk, would fuck her blood.' 

But 

(a) MuficW houfe, the ch«Tch of Enf^nd. 

(hj Bawty, (the name oC abiXdvU Sutch ,^ iiB«.^ix\«rQB«>i2>i*» 

1 
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But when fhe thought her pabs were done^ 
And now 'twas high time to be gone ; 
In civil terms, «' My friend, *' fayi ihe^ 
*' My houfe youVe had on coortefy ; 
« And now I earneftly deiire, 
« That you would with your cubs retire : 
<« For fhould you ftay but one week longer, 
** I (hall be ftarv'd with cold and hunger." 

The gueft reply'd " My friend, ydur leave 

** I mufl a little longer crave ; 

*' Stay till my tender cubs can find 

" Their way for now you fee their blind ; 

*« But when weVe gathered ftrength, I fwear, 
«« We'll to our bam again repair.'* 

The time pafs'd on, and Mufick came. 
Her kennel once again to claim ; 
But, Bawtyt loft to (hame^nd honour. 
Set all her cubs at once upon her ; 
Made her retire and quit her right. 
And loudly cry'd a bite, a bite 

The M O R A L. 

Thus did the Grecian wooden horf&. 
Conceal a fatal armed force : 
No fooner brought within the walls. 
But Ilium^^ loft, and Pnam falls. 

Copy of the Birth-Day Verfes on Mr 
FORD. 

C^OM E be content, fincc out it mnft, 
> For Stel/a h.is betray 'd her truft. 
And whifp'ring charged me not to fay, 
TAdt Mr Ford was bora.to day : 

Or. 
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Or, if at laft, 1 needs mull blab it 
According to my ufual habit* 
She bid me with a ferious face, 
Be fure conceal the time and place. 
And not my compliment to fpoil 
By calling this your native foil. 
Or vex the ladies when they knew. 
That you are turning forty- two ; 
But, if thefe topicks (hall appear 
Strong arguments to keep you here, 
I think, though you judge hardly of it. 
Good manners mud give place to profit* 

The nymphs with whom you BxR. began. 
Are each become a Harridan ; 
And Montague fo far decayM, 
Her lovers now muft all be paid. 
And ev'ry belle that fince arofe 
Has her cotemporary beauX. 
Your former comrades once fo bright, 
With whom you toafted half the night» 
Of rheumatifm and pox complain. 
And bid adieu to Hear champain ; 
Your great protestors once in pow'r 
Are now in exile or the towV. 
Your foes triumphant o'er the laws, 
Who hate your perlbn and your cau(e. 
If once they get yoo on the fpot, 
You muft be guilty of the plot. 
For true or falfe they'll ne'er inquire. 
But ufe you ten times worfe than Prior (a). 

In Londortj what would you do there ? 
Can you, my friend, with patience bear, 
Nay, would it not your p^on raife 
Worfe than a pun, or Irijh phrafe ; 

To 

{a) Mat* Pxiot,Erq3 a famous p«et. See hii worki. 
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To fee a fcoundrel ftrut and hedor 
A foot- boy to fbxne rogue diredlori 
To look on vice triamphant round. 
And virtue trampled on the ground I 
Obfcrve where bloody * ■■ Hands 
With torturing engines in his hands. 
Hear him blafpbeme, and fwear and rail« 
Threat''ning the pillory and jail» 
If this you think a pleafing fcene,^ 
To London (Irait return again. 
Where you haw told us from experience 
Are fwarms of bugs and prefbyterians. 

I thought my very fpleen would burft. 
When fortune hither drove me jfirfl ; 
Was full as hard to pleafe as you. 
Nor perfons, names, nor places knew : 
But now I adl as other fo'ke. 
Like prisoners when their jail is broke» 

If you \i2LVt London ftill at heart. 
We'll make a fmall one here, by art : 
The diflPrence is not much betwten 
St Jameses Park and Stephen^ Green ; 
And Dawfon-ftreet will ferve as well 
To lead you thither, as ?alUmalh 
Nor want a paiTage through the palace. 
To choak your fight, and raife your malice. 
The deanry*houfe may well be matcht 
(Under corre^on) with the Thatcbt (a)^ 
Nor fhall I, when you hither come, 
Demand a crown a quart for (himm* 
Then for a middle-aged chamber, 
Stella may vye with your main' charmer. 



She's 



fm) A famaus tavern in St Jamet" i'fireo^ near the palace* 
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She's now as handfome erVy bit. 
And has a thoaiand times her wk» 
The dean and Siertdan, I hope» 
Will half fupply a Gaj and Pcpe^ 
"Corbet^y though yet I know hit worth not» 
'No doubt, will prove a good Arbuthnot ; 
I throw into the bargain , Tim. 
In London can you eqoal him ? 
What think you of my fav'rite clan, 
Robin and Jack^ and Jack and Dan f f 
Fellows of modeft worth and puts. 
With chearfol looks, and honeil hearts* 

Can you on DubUn look with fcom ? 
Yet here were you. and OnMnd I bora* 

Ohl were but you and I Co wifc^ 
To foe with Robert Grat/on*3 eyc$f 
Robin adorei that fpot of earth. 
That lit'ral fpot which gave him birtlu 
And fwears Belcomf |[ is to his tafte. 
As fine as Hmmpton- Court at leaft. 
When to your friends you would enhance 
The praife of Italy ^ or France, 
For grandeur, elegance, and wit. 
We gladly hear you and fabmit : 
But then to come and keep a clutter. 
For thb or that fide of a gutter. 
To live in this or toother ifle. 
We cannot think it worth your while ; 
For take it kindly or amiA, 
The difference but amounts to this, 

Wc 

• Dr CorSa afterwirdt aetn ef St Patrick* » cathc^I, Dublin, oa 
the deaco of Dr Satunne, who fuccceded Dr Swft. 

J Rev. Rotin and John GtaftM, brotheii ) Jobu auid Damd 
JackjoH. 

^ yama Butler^ the late Duke of Ormomi, 
\ finiol^ about fife milet from DsMnk 
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We bury, on our fide the channel. 
In linen*, and on yours in flannel $ 
Yqu, for the news arc nc*er to feek. 
While we, perhaps, may wait a week : 
You, happy folks, are (iirc to meet 
An hundred whores in ev'ry ftrect. 
While we may trace all i>«^//« o'er 
Before we find out half a fcore. 

You fee my arguments are fbx)ngy 
I wonder you held oiit Co long; 
But fince you are convinced at lad. 
We'll pardon you for what is paft. 

So let us now for whift prepare. 

Twelve pence .a qorncr i£ you dare. 

A PE TITI ON to his Grace the Duke of 
Grafton. 

Noft Ddfttus et Fimdns ■ ' ■ ■ » Hon. 

By Dean S m e d l i t. 

IT was, my lord,thc dex'trous fhift 
Of t'other Jonathanj vit, Sivt/}, 
But now St Patrick's fancy dean, 
With filver verge, and furplice clean. 
Of Oxford^ or of Ornu>nd*% grace 
In loofer rhyme to beg a place. 
A place he got, ydep'd a ftall. 
And eke a thoufand pounds withal ; 
And, were he a lefs witty writer. 
He might as well have got a mitre. 

Thus I the Jonathan of Clogher^ 
In humble lays my thanks to offer, 

Apprpftch 

^ In the year 1733, there «ai ab a£i of parliament aBidt io inr* 
if0dto bur J ia wooJlea* 
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Approach your grace with grateful heart, 
My thanks and verfc devoid of art. 
Content with what your bounty gav«. 
No larger income do I crave : 
Rejoicing that in better times 
Grafton* require my layal lines. 
Proud ! while my patron is polite^ 
I likewife to the patriot write. 
Proud ! that at once I can commend 
King George^s and the Mufe*s friend> 
Endear'd to Britain and to thee, 
(Disjoined Hihemia^ by the fea) 
Endear'd by twice three anxious years, 
Employ'd in guardian toils and cares ; 
By love, by wifiiom, and by (kill, 
For he has fav'd thee 'gainAthy will. 

But where (hall Smedly make his nefl. 
And lay his wand 'ring head to reft ? 
Where (hall he find a decent houfe 
To treat his friends, and chear his fpoufe t 
Oh ! lack, my lord, (ome pretty cure^ 
In wholefome foil, and aether pure ; 
The garden Hor'd with arriefs (lowers. 
In either angle (hady bowers. 
No gay Parterre with coftly green. 
Within the ambient hedge be feea : 
Let nature freely take her courfe. 
Nor fear from one ungrateful force ; 
No (heers (hall check her fprouting vigour, 
^or (hape the yews to antic (igure : 
A limpid brook (hall trouts fupply, 
In May to take the mimic fly ; 
Round a fmall orchard may it run, 
Whofe apples redden to the fun. 
. Vol. X. F f Let 

* Chart ED FiTsitoY, "Dyjkt oi GftficHf then Lord-XJeuto* 
•a&t of IrelsnJ. 
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Let all be fnug, and warm, and neat. 
For fifty turn'd a iafe retreat. 
A little Eufton may it be, 
Eufton 111 carve on ev'ry tree. 
But then to keep it in repair. 

My lord tiAjtceJifiy pounds a year 

Will barely do ; but if your Grace 
Could make them hundrtds ■■ charming place I 

Thou then would'ft (hew another face. 
Clogher ! far north, my lord, it lies, 
' *Midft fnowy hills inclement Ikies % 
One fhivers with the artic wind. 
One hears the folar axis grind. 
Good John • indeed with beef and claret, 
Makes the place warm that one may bear it 
He has a purfe to keep a table. 
And eke a foul as hofpitable. 
My heart is good \ but affets fail. 
To fight with dorms of fnow and hail ; 
Bcfides the country's thin of people. 
Who feldom meet, but at the fteeple : 
The (trapping dean, that's gone to Do^n^ 
Ne'er nam'd the thing without a frown. 
When much fatigu'd with fermoii ftudy. 
He felt his brain grow dull and muddy ; 
No fit companion could be found 
To pufh the lazy bottle round i 
Sure then, for want of better folks. 
To pledge hit clerk was orthodox. 

Ah ! how unlike to Gerard-flreet^ 
Where beaux and belles in parties meet; 
Where gilded chairs and coaches throng. 
And joflle as they trowl along ; 

Where 

• l>r John Steinf, bifliop of C/tghtr, prtdccdlor to Df 
Swxrr, as deaa of St f armVt. 
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Where tea and coffee hourly flow, ~" 

And gape-feed does in plenty grow. 

And Griz (no clock more certain) cries 

Exa^l at feven, Hot mutton pies. 

There lady Luna in her fphere 

Once flione, when Paunchforth was not near ; 

But now (he wains, and, as *tis faid. 

Keeps fober hours, and goes to bed. 

There — — . but 'tis endlefs to write down 

All the amufements of the town ; 

And fpoufe will think herfclf quite undone. 

To trudge to Connor * from fweet London^ 

^And care we muft our wives to pleafe 

Or elfu we (hall be ill at eafc, * 

You fee, my lord, what 'tis I lack, 
*Tis only fome convenient tack. 
Some parfonage-houfe, with garden fweet,. 
To be my late, my lad retreat ; 
A decent church clofe by its fide. 
There preaching, praying, to reftde ; 
Andt as my time fecurely rolls. 
To fave my own and others h^Xu 

His Grace's Anfwcr. 

By Dr S W I F T. 

DEAR Zmed^ \ read thy brilliant lines^ 
Where wit in all its glory (hines ; 
Where compliments with all their pride 
Are by their numbers dignify'd : 
I hope, to make you yet as clean 9 
As that fame, *v/2i. St Fatrick\ dean": 
I'll give x^tii furpUce^ 'verge, znAftallf 
And may be fomething elfe ivithal ^ 

Ti z And 

* Cennor is united 1^ the bifiiopric of Ihwn \ bvt here tie tvro 
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And were you not fo good a writer, 
I ihould prefent you with a mitre. 
Write worfe then, if you can — Be wHe— . 
Believe me, 'tis the 'way to rife. 
Talk not of making of thy nejiy 
Ah ! ne*ver lay thy head to reft ! 
7 hat headfo nvell tutth *wiJdom fraught / 
That turites ivithouf the toil of thoughts 
While others rack their bufy brains. 
You are not in the leail at pains. 
Down to your deanery repair. 
And build ii caftle in the air. 
I'm fure a man of your fine fenfc 
Can do it with a fmall cxpence. 
There your dearfpoufe^ and you together^ 
May breathe your bellies full of athtr. 
When lady Luna is your neighbonr, 
ShcUl help your m:ife when (he's is labour. 
Well ikiird in midwife-artifices. 
For (he herfelf oh^ falls in pieces. 
There you fhall fee a rary*^Jho^^ 
Will make you icorn this tjoorld hihw^ 
When you behold the milky way. 
As white as fnow, as bngkt as day. 
The glitt'ring conftellations roll 
About the grinding mrtic pole. 
The lovely tingling in your ears. 
Wrought by the mufic of the fpheres ■ 
Your fpoufe fhall then no longer heftor, 
You need not fear a curtain -ledlure ; 
Nor (hall (he think that (he*s undom 
For quitting her beloved London. 
When (he*s exalted in the ikies, 
She'll never think of mutton-pies ; 
When you're advanced ^bove dean^ tiz.. 
• You'll never think of goody Griz. 
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But ever, ever live at cafe. 

And ftrive, and Ariveyour ivife to pleafei 

In her you'll center all your joys. 

And get ten thoufand girls and hoys ; 

Ten thoufand girls and boys you'll get,. 

And they, like ftars, fhall rife sind/et. 

While you and jfou/e transformed, (hall foon 

Be a ne-w funy and a neiu. moon : 

Nor Ihall you ftrive your horns to hide. 

For then your horns fliall be your pride* 

Dean Swift at Sir Arthur Acheson^s ^ 
in the North of Ireland. 

TH E dean would vifit Market-Hill^ 
Our invitation was but (light ; 
I faid, — Why let him, if he will. 
And fo I bid Sir A . .r write. 

His manners would not let him ¥/ait. 

Left we ftiould tlimk ourfelves negle£lcd j 

And fo we faw him at our gate. 
Three days before he was expe(fled. 

After a week, a mpnth, a quarter. 

And day fuccccding after day, 
Says not a word of his departure. 

Though not a foul would have him ft ay, 

Tve faid enough to make him blufli,. 
. Mcthink's, or elfe the devil's in't ; 
But, he cares not for it a rufb. 
Nor, for my life, will take the hint. 

But you, my dear, may let him* know. 

In civil language, if he ftays. 
How deep and foul the roads may ^row^ 

And that he may command iW Oci^jASa. 
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Or you may fay my wife intends. 

Though I fhould be exceeding proud. 
This winter to invite fome friends. 

And, Sir, I know, you hate a crowd. 

Or, Mr Dean — I fhould with joy 

Beg you would here continue ftill* 
But we muft go to Aghnachy *, 

Or, Mr Moort will take it ill. 

The houfe accompts are daily rifing. 

So much his ftay doth fwell the bills ; 
My dearcft life, it is furpriiing. 

How much he eats, how much he fwills. 

His brace of puppies how they ftuff. 
And they muft have three meals a day. 

Yet never think they get enough j 
His horfes too eat "aU our hay. 

Oh ! if I could, how I would maul 

His tallow face and wainfcot paws. 
His beetle-brows, and eyes of wall. 

And make him foon give up the caufew 

Muft I be tstxy moment chid 

With ikinny bonia, fnip and lean f ;, 
Oh ! that I could but once be rid 

Of this infulting tyrant dean I 

The Storm; Minerva's Petition. 

PALLAS, a goddefs chafte and wife, 
Defcending lately from the skies, 
•To Neptune went, and begg'd in form 
He'd give his orders for a ftorm \ 

A ftorm, 

• The /cat of Ache son Moom, ttv, 
f The I>eaii ttfed to call Lady Ajbc/on Vj iVofc laa^^** 
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A ftorm, to drown that rafcal — , 

And fhc wou'd kindly thank him for't. 

A wretch ! whom E — gl — h rogues to fpite her^ 

Had lately honoured with a M — tre. 

The god, who favour'd her requeft, 
Aflur'd her he wou'd do his bcft ; 
But Fenuj had been there before. 

Pleaded the B — lov'd a w- » 

And had enlarg'd her enipire wide. 
He own'd no deity befide. 
At fea, or land, if e'er you found him. 
Without a miftrefs, hang or drown him. 

Since B — m — /'s death, the 's bench, 

'Till arriv'd ne'er kept a weiich; 

If.— muft (ink, Ihc grieves to tell it, 
She'll not have left one fingle prelate : 
For, to fay truth, ihc did intend him, 
Eled of Cyprus in commendam. 
And fince her birth the ocean gave her. 
She could not doubt her uncle's favour. 

Then Proteus urg'd the fame requeft. 
But half in earned, half in jeil ; 
Said he ■ " Great fovereign of the maitt> 

To drown him all attempts are vain, 

— can aifume more forms than I, 

A rake, a bully, pimp, or fpy. 

Can creep, or run, can fly or fwim. 

All motions are alike to him : 

Turn him adrift, and youjhall find 

He knows to fail with ev'ry wind ; 

Or, throw him overboard he'll ride 

As well againft, as with the tide. 

But, PailAs^ you've apply'd too late. 

For 'tis decreed by Jcvr and fate, 

«i That 
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** That Ireland mull be foon deftroy'd, 

" And who but — can be employ'd ?• 

** You need not then have been fo pert, 

** In fending Bolton • to Clonfert. 

" I found you did it by your grinning ;. 

«* Your bus'nefs is to mind your fpinning. 

** But how you came to interpofe, 

** In making B s, na one knows ; 

** And, if you muft have your petition, 
** There's Berkley f in the fame condition ; 
" Look, there he ftands, and 'tis but juft 
«* Ff one muft drown, the other muft j 

*' But, if you'll leave us B p Judas, 

<* We'll give you Berkely for Bermudas J. 

•* Now, if 'twill gratify your fpight, 

" To put him in a plaguy fright, 

" Although 'tis hardly worth the coft, 

" You foon fhall fee him foundly toft. 

" You'll find him {wear, blafpheme, and damn^ 

«* And ev'ry moment take a dram, 

** His ghoftly vifage with an air 

«* Of reprobation and dcfpair : 

** Or, elfe fome hiding hole he feeks, 

** For fear the reft ihou'd fay he fqueeks ; 

•« Or, as Fitzpatrtck \\ did before, 

** Refolve to perilh with his W ; 

** Or, eife he raves, and roars, and fwears,. 
** And, but for fhame, wou'd fay his pray'rs., 
** Or, wou'd you fee his fpirits fink ? 

«• Relaxing downwards in a ft k. I 

u If 

• Dr Treoprilvs BotxoN, afterwards archbifliop of raJheU, 
4*'DrGsoBG£ BxRKCLKY,a fenior feUow of Tritu'ej Cofie£e 

Dui/h, from wbeace he was made dean of Derry, and afterwards 

kUhop o Qoyne. 
f >V« i.is ubtme in his mifcellanies for eredb'ng an onlverfitr 

^H Brigadier Fitjepatrick wa» dtowntd 'ukOikt^i >3ci% ^\<Oft!e^ 
*^t9 in the bhj of DuhUn m a ^teat &oim» 
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*' If fuch a fight as this can pleafe ye, 
«* Good madam Pallas, pray be eafy, 
«* To Neptune fpeak, and he'll confent ; 
«< But he'll come back the knave he went." 

The goddefs, who conceivM an hope, 

That was deftin'd to a rope, 

BelievM it beft to condefcend 
To fpare a foe, to fave a friend : 
But, fearing Berkeley might be fcar'd. 
She left him virtue for a guard. 
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